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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Greetings Members.
| apologise for my tardiness in producing this Newsle

which is certainly well overdue and a lot of things hay

happened since the previous issue. | have endeavou
cover most of the events that have taken place and

grateful to our Secretary, Hayden Williams, who keef

emails.

The Court Room display,
was launched in July by former Essendon Football C
champion John Birt has been very well received but

dismantled over the Christmas break to make way fof
OAnyt hi ngd

new Exhibition
life in the 1920s. Lyndall Byrne, together with some
friends, has been working very busily to collect releva
material and photographs connected to that era. Tha
Lyndall for the great job that you do in preparing the

for our displays and setting them out so professionall

Kelsey Collins has recently been working hard to cre
2025 Calendar featuring interesting photographs fron
collection which relate to the 1920s. The Calendar cs

purchased from us for $15.00 (see page 8 for details).

Thank you Kelsey for putting this together.

On Thursday (14 November) a group of 14 members$

friends visited the Incinerator Theatre Complex in Ho
Road for a 60 minute guided tour led by John Barchg
which was very interesting.

Our September meeting was held at the old 1884 E.$.

Bank building on the corner of Mount Alexander Roa
Bank Street, Ascot Vale. This heritage listed building
currently owned by the English Speaking Union, and
ESU President and EHS member, Rob Furlan, gave
interesting talk about the history of the building and t}
work of his organisation.

The AGM Meeting was very interesting too. The four
members of the Moonee Valley Bee Keepers Club g4
great presentation and it was good to see the interac
the members as they handled some of the items of

equipment and tasted the various samples of honey.

This will be our last Newsletter for 2024, so let me ta

opportunity of wishing everyone a happy and safe pefri

over the Christmas/New Year period and we will catc
with you again in February.

Bob Chalmers (Editor)

STREET STALL IN PUCKLE STREET

EHS Members will be conducting a Stall in Puckle St
on Saturday morning, 7 December (9.30 to 12.30 am|
are hoping that locals passing by will buy our Calend

u

trer
oonee Ponds Central mall-B@Puckle Street).

e

e0WUR TOUR OF THE INCINERATOR GALLERY
m

e

elnc}ﬁr leader Retired artist, John Barcham, talks to EHS
about the history of the Incinerator site. (photo Hayden

i+ The Incinerator Gallery (photo Bob Chalmers
e

LIS 4
e

COMING TO THE COURT ROOM IN 2025

ANYTHING GOES

An Exhibition inspired
by the 1920s

= — i

ANYTHIN

G
GOLS

r publications. We will be outside the entrance to the

reet
. We
Ar anc

w h i

v er

b mer
Willia
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KEEP IN TOUCH W

www.esshissoc.org.au

Email Address EHS@esshissoc.org.au

ITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON OUR WEBSITE

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK.

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety

OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THE MOONEE VALLEY BEE KEEPERS CLUB

Our Annual General Meeting was held at the Mooneg
Ponds Court House Museum on Tuesday, 27 August
was attended by members who were given a copy of

Annual Report for the Year Ending 30 June 2024. Thy

included the President 0:s
activities and events that the Essendon Historical So
was involved in between 1 July 2023 and 30 June 20
a comprehensive Treasur ¢
at the end of the Financial Year. We thank Julie and
Scott for putting the Annual Report together.

bFollowing the Annual General Meeting Bob Chalmer;
enrticbduced four members of the Moonee Valley Bee
tReepers Club, our Guest Speakers for the evening.

Is?orﬁ guﬁec;ar (CEIub Prgsid%ng, rlﬁ%u| Kéjcterg, S¥Ivair')]e
LMRses and Frank Neo gave us a very interesting talk

ggr{ditled dBackyard Beek g

3ngskpowligdge, apqutthese wonderfyl igsects gnd th

T%rr??t importance to the environment. They broughtT<
0

with them many interesting exhibits including hive b

President Cate Hutchings welcomed the members p
and gave a short summary of the important items in
Presidentds Report. She
Exhibitions duringtheyéaro Bac k i n Ti
Dress Exhibition (JuilyDecember 2023) and

:l‘mn'pment used by beekeepers.

n ¢

honeycomb, protective clothing and other pieces of

er

oUnwrapping the Pastd C
(January June 2024) and thanked Lyndall Byrne, El
Brogan OAM and friends for their great work in settin
the displays.

She then called on the Treasurer Terry Scott to preseg

Financial Report which he did with the assistance of
powerpoint presentation.

Election of Office Bearers and Committee Members

In accordance with the EHS Rules of Incorporation a
the number of nominations received being equal to th
vacant positions, no formal election was required.

The following EHS Members were duly elected for
202425

PRESIDENT: Cate Hutchings
VICE-PRESIDENT: Kelsey Collins

SECRETARY: Hayden Williams
TREASURER: Amanda Watson
COMMITTEE: Lyndall Byrne, Bob Chalmers,

Frank Neo, Paul Kucera, Sylvaine Moses and Rom|
nd with Bob Chalmers (photo Emma Thege)

e
Our guest speakers also brought along samples of th

honey in small jars for us to taste .

The interaction of the members illustrated how much
enjoyed the presentation which was very interesting
informative.

The Moonee Valley Bee Keepers Club was establish
2021 by local beekeepers and enthusiasts to promot

in the former Maribyrnong Park Bowls Club Clubroon

b

o

oW

b ep
eir
ong
es,

Kuce

eir

they
hnd

ed in
b and

enhance beeeeping practice. Meetings are held monthly

1S.

Darryn Hartnett, Terry Scott
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EHS TREASURER STEPS DOWN

Terry Scott, who had held the office of Hon. Treasure
the Essendon Historical Society for eleven and a hali

stepped down at the Annual General Meeting in Aug
and has been succeeded by Amanda Watson.

Terry joined the EHS Committee in July 2012 and toc

the position of Treasurer in 2013 following the resign

out his duties in a most conscientious way, ensuring
the EHS Finances were in order, as well as undertak
many extra responsibilities.

The position of Treasurer became more complex dur
the Court House Restoration and following the fire in
and Terry played a very important role as part of the
member Court House Restoration-Salmmittee. Terry
was made a Life Member of the EHS in 2019.

Terry remains on the EHS Committee of Managemer
202425 as the Court House Maintenance Coordinato
plans to step aside next year. He has always been w

supported by his wife Julie. Thank You Terry for the g&HEELE CREEK(5 candidates)

contribution you have made to the EHS as Treasurer|

VALE NELL AXON

We are sorry to learn of the recent death of Nell
Axon who was a member of the EHS for 20
years between 20R020. Nell died at the age
97 on 3 November. She was living in Trenth

in recent years.

of
fam

MOONEE VALLEY COUNCIL ELECTIONS

All Victorian Municipal Elections closed at 6.00 pm ol
Friday 25 October 2024 and results of the elections
announced on or before 15 November.

Changes to Electoral Boundaries earlier in the year r
in the formation of nine Wards with one vacancy in e
The new Wards of the City of Moonee Valley are: Air
Buckley, Canning, Fairbairn, Milleara, Myrnong, Qus
Park, Steele Creek and Woodlands

Moonee Valley City Council __
Map of recommended option
9 single-councillor wards

k

ation
of John Sullivan. He has, during his term of office, cafried

[IBetcause of the changes a number of Councillors seg
merelection were forced to stand against each other w
resulted in several losing their seat on the new Coun

1By ccessful candidates for each Ward are:

2016
[AIRPORT:

BUCKLEY:
CANNING:
FAIRBAIRN:

Hamish Jones
John Barnes
Paula Theocharide
Phil Burn

John Sipek*
Rose Iser*

Ava Adams*
Samantha Byrne*
Fran Cosgriff

(5 candidates)
(6 candidates)
(3 candidates)
(2 candidates)
MILLEARA: (3 candidates)
MAYRNONG: (5 candidates)
BDUEENS PARK (7 candidates)

WOODLANDS: (7 candidates)

* Returning councillors

The Moonee Valley City Council will certainly have a
look with five new Councillors elected. The retiring M
Cr Pierce Tyson, was defeated by Cr Samantha Byrr]
Cr Jacob Bettio by Cr Ava Adams and Cr Narelle Sh

the polls by former Geelong and Essendon ruckman,
Barnes. The new Councillors are elected until 2028.

r
(who has been on the Council for 15 years) was beaL

)
yere

bsulte
hch.
bort,
ens

king

hich
Cil.

[%2)

new
Ayor,
€,

pe
n at
John
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CR ALLAN H. ARVIDSON

CITY OF ESSENDONGS CENT

By Bob Chalmers

Cr Allan Arvidson was fortunate to be elected Mayor
City of Essendon in 19&R in the year that the Council
was celebrating the Centenary of the Municipalitgl

Have more than one official to represent the Board a

match.
ENARY MAYOR

Have official reports on umpires lodged on Saturday
not Wednesdays, where they may be influenced by p
and radio reports.

Df the .
Stop the Boardods

umpire last minute instructions.

represe

what a great honour that must have been. However, IA follow-up article appeared in the Argus three days |

adding to some earlier research that | had done on th
Mayors and Councillors of Essendon | came across g
interesting story that is worth recording.

Allan Henry Seafred Arvidson was born on 1 March 1
in Caulfield to Swedish paréntbe twelfth of fourteen
children. He enlisted in the RAAF in 1942 and after
returning from War service, married Norma Alma LoV,
1944.

By 1947, following the disruption caused by the Seco

World War, many sporting teams were resuming and e

demand for umpires increased, so at the age of 23
Arvidson joined the VFL list of umpires. After working
way through the ranks for four years he was appointe
Reserve Grade match in 1951 and spent two years

gvith the headlinée Tr eat t he Umpy W

eact

night,
ress

nt

ater
it

I&ollowing his resignation, he joined the Victorian Amateur

Football Association for two years and officiated in th
% toric 100 year anniversary match between Scotch

ollege and Melbourne Grammar School. The footbg
used and his whistle for that game are displayed in th
Gallery of Sport.

ett in
Allan Arvidson , while umpiring only 6 senior VFL

matches, umpired 30 Second Eighteen, 12 Tasmanig

il Victorian Country League Games. He received Life

mbership of the VFL Umpires Association in 1957
served on the Executive Committee in 1956 and 195

hian and his family, at this time, were living in Aberd
dCrescent and his children, Graham and Roslyn were
attending Aberfeldie State School.

officiating at that level before returning to country malchies, Arvidson was elected to represent the Essendol

and umpired three country Grand Finals in 1954.

On 25 May 1955 he was appointed for his first senior,
match in Round 7 between Melbourne and South
Melbourne which Melbourne won by a point after trail
by five goals late in the final quarter. He umpired two
Senior matches before returning to the country. The
following year he again was appointed to umpire thre
senior VFL games but was then dropped again due t
was deemed to be a poor performance in the match
between Fitzroy and Footscray. Having officiated in ji

games over two years, he felt that he was being victifisg

by the Umpireds Appoi ntn

resigned. However, instead of letting the matter lie, he
contacted the Argus Newspaper and made his grievanc

public.

The headlines in the Argus Newspaper (Saturday
11 August 1956), screamde OOTY SHOCK
YEAR. LEAGUE UMPIREQUITSA AND TAL

ing

Ward of the Essendon City Council in 1959 and remg
slﬁouncillor until 1965, serving as Mayor in@261

mo

ISt

ne

-

In 1959 he and his wife Norma helped to form the

In an interview with reporter Dave Anderson, he spok@_ggéndon Marching Girls Association and they perfo

hoping that his decision to do so would help other um

ORadi o ratings in the pr
enough without having to contend with the present bq

M @%e Essendon Centenary Parade as part of the
cglgbéaHogse of your family
alifhn Arvidson died on 29 December 2017 at the age

set up. For the sake of my wife and children I felt | had 9 was the last surviving Mayor of those listed in the

get outdé, he said.

He suggested three reforms to raise the standard an(

0Civic Leadersoé6 Garden i

jPonds Court House.

morale of umpires:

at

al
-

I
e

n anc

and
/.

Een

ined

med

of 92
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OUR ANNUAL DINNER MEETING
by Hayden Williams

The Annual Dinner Meeting of the Essendon Historig
Society was held on Tuesday, 22 October 2024 at th
Gannawarra Convention Centre, Keilor Road, North
Essendon.

Attended by fortyghree members and friends, Elaine

Brogan OAM acted as the MC. The evening featured Hf

Award of Merit presentation to Bob Chalmers foIIowqukﬁ)(
our Guest Speaker, Dr Gary Presland who gave us g
presentation
I fe

power poi nt

l ndi genous | and cul t

Annual Dinner organisers Cate Hutchings and Lyn
Photo: Emma Thege

Thanks to Cate Hutchings, Lyndall Byrne and Elaine
Brogan for their contributions and to Paul Edwards a
his kitchen staff and the Keilor Road Uniting membef
making this another memorable evening

AWARD FOR EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE TO
THE ESSENDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Bob Chalmers at the Annual Dinner
(Photo: Emma Thege)

Bob Chalmers was presented with a Royal Historical
Society of Victoria (RHSV) Award of Merit for
exceptional service to history in Victoria.

a+o qualify for this Award a person should have given

Society such as EHS. The service should be excepti
and go beyond the routine holding of office.

Elisabeth Jackson, Fellow of the Royal Historical Soq
Yictoria made the presentation to Bob at our Annu
ner on 22 October 2024.

Bomjoined HHS ith 19G9. FromKL&9B Bob has lmeenra
Memlzer of the EH3® comniittees @cecuplyimairolas efg
Treasurer (1998006), Secretary (2€887),
VicePresident twice (20@D08, and 2012014), and
President twice (202811 and 2052023).

Bob receives th

Chal mer s

(Photo: Emma Thege)
pdall Byrne.

Bob is an enthusiastic and knowledgeable member @
society. Cate Hutchings, our current President, previ
fjescribed Bob as a otrue
st orical Societyd.
Bob has given his all for the Society and dedicated h
to researching the history of Moonee Valley. He has
recognized for his contributions to the community an
an accomplished author and expert. He has been thg
Editor of the Newsletter since March 2010 as well as
major contributor.

Bob was part of the subcommittee (together with Ma
Cabhill and Terry Scott) who brought the Moonee Pon
Court House back into service following the June 207
fire.

As both a leader and participant in activities such as
research and heritage walks, his passion for our locg
history has been exemplary. His publications include
The Annals of Essend@four volumes recording even
between 1850 and 2000.

OHouse NamesVoil ubes wdo
Researcher and writer f

|
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OFine Homeso6 and 0Gr and|TMaltosviironam®in goconfederaton /dhatibny KulthH S .
) . . (meanddiuman Be
A n ew pu blication, oStr eB':?mtdsswer% I)artgg Qdh &l WeYeab!;\sledeoM f3m|ly s
completion. affiliations. A large clan could be impractical, so family
Bob was awarded Life Membership of the EHS in 2qP#sed units operated on a day to day basis.
A humble but major asset to our Society.
The Wurundjed balluk Clan had 2 patrilines, one of
DR GARY PRESLANDGS PlRESsHMWhighwasurundjediwillam sub clan. Wurundjeri
willam consisted of 3 groups (mobs) each with a clan
N KLLIN COUNTRY: INDIGENOUS LIFE N | 120, BHbS e e o e o e e
CULTURE IN THE ESSENDON REGION . . ) ’
Maribynong River to the Darebin Creek.
Dr Gary Presland, an archaeologist, hlgtorlan and w '}ﬁg\t’he people of the Kulin Nation were connected
was the guest speaker at the Annual Dinner. EHS ha o . .
of Gary6s books in our rough klrg:(%ntermarrl:age), thought (common belief§) and
ongue (shared language).
First pggple. the EaSte”? Kul_|n of Melbourne, Po LI'he Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung married into north of
Phillip and Central Victoria. . . .
Great Dividing Range clans via arranged marriages,|often
The place for a village: how nature has shaped the@ngn on reaching child bearing age. Men could ngt
of Melbourne. marry until they had proven they had attained sufficignt
knowledge. Potential partners had to be from a diffefent
At the time of European settlement, the Essendon afegyn and also from a different marriage class (skin gfoup).
was part of the estate of an Indigenous clancalled |aof t er marri age the womeh m
Wurundjeri willam. This clan was a part of the Kulin
nation, which meant its members were connected to| dla@$eople were gatherers (women) and hunters (men),
as far away as the Murray River. the women being greater suppliers of food then the men.
They moved camp everd 8lays to maximise the
opportunity to hunt game. They were also astute usgrs of
fire which enhanced the grassland and root crops.
Dr Presland pointed out that the grasslands much agmired
by the Europeans for grazing sheep soon deteriorated
without First Peoples fire management.
Stone axe heads from Mt William, near Lancefield, were
an important tool and were traded by the Wurundjeril Woi
Wurrung throughout Victoria.
RECENT ACQUISITIONS
Elaine Brogan OAM and Dr Gary Presland.
Photo: Emma Thege
Dr Presland detailed the social organisation of the Igcal
Wurundjeri people:
The clan was the Wurundj@balluk clan. The clan wa$
an estate or land based unit and consisted of about [L50
people. At the time of European settlement, Billibellgry ,
the clan head of tA&urundjeirwillam patriline of e o
Woi wurrung, was the peeninent Kulin clan head. . )
The Broadmeadows Historical Society recently dongted
The language group was Woi wurrwanfeansno; this oil painting of the Moonee Ponds Court House.
wurrungeanganguag&he Woi wurrunglans claimed @ i gned oL Jean Jackson [960
the areas drained by the Yarra River.
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CR JOHN WILLIAMS

The late John Williams was an Essendon City Coung

who represented the Essendon Ward for 11 years fr
1961 to 1972 and occupied the Mayoral Chair for tw
terms (196®7 and 196®88). At the time of his service
was the youngest to be elected to that office.

On his death in Queensland four years ago he left a
generous gift to the Essendon Historical Society.

Recently the following framed photographs of John f

his personal collection taken during his Mayoral term

donated to us by his nephew, lan Ray.

Cr John Williams
proudly wearing
the Mayoral
Robes and Chain.

Sparring with
the great boxing
legend Lionel
Rose

With a Deb Set at the Essendon Town Hall

COURT HOUSE ROSTER ON SUNDAYS

illor
Molunteers are needed to assist at the Moonee Pong

Court House Museum between 2pm and 5pm on Su
H%t the Courthouse, your tasks would include greeting
guests, keeping a tally of visitors, recording sales of
publications and directing queries to EHS researche
New volunteers will always be supported by others W
more experience as they learn the ropes.

O

werd¢ eady exceeded recent

If you are interested in volunteering at the Museum ¢
Sundays and would like an orientation or have any
guestions, please emaii

Sunday Visitors CY excl 301 MV Festival
BOO
F00
600
500
400
300
200
100

(1]
Jan Feb  Mar Apr May Jun

Jul

Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

e W27 e 2023 -2024

20725 CALEND/AR

BACK TO THE ROARING ZOs IN MOONEE VALLEY

Back to the Roaring 20s in Moonee Valley.
We are celebrating the 1920s in a new Calendar for|
that features evocative images.

The Calendar can be purchased in the Online
Shop

or at the Moonee Ponds Court House. Price $15 with
delivery in Moonee Valley and Kensington.

Produced by Kelsey Collins, this calendar complem
our next exhibition 0AN
25 February 2083

Page8
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SPORT IN MOONEE VALLEY
by Bob Chalmers

During the second half of the year we have featured
as our Courtroom Exhibition. Lyndall Byrne, with the
assistance of Elaine Brogan OAM and Liz Benton se
fine display featuring many sporting items loaned to
number of local sporting associations as well as mate
from our own collection
Legacyd6 was | aunched at
John Birt, an Essendon Football Legend. Many peop
have visited the Court House over the past four mon
and have shown great interest in the material on disp

Former Essendon Football
Club champion, John Birt, @
Guest Speaker who launch
our Exhibition in July.

OUR SPORTING FACILITIES

Thanks to the forethought of past and present Counc
(the Cities of Essendon, Keilor and Broadmeadows &
City of Moonee Valley since its inauguration in 1994)
district is blessed with many fine sporting facilities tha
enable the citizens of Moonee Valley to reach their
potential in the sport/s of their choice.

The following Sports Ovals (used by local football, sg
and cricket clubs) lie within the boundaries of Moone
Valley.

Aberfeldie Park (Aberfeldie) Buckley Park (Essendon
Boeing Reserve (Strathmore) Canning Reserve (Avo
Heights) Clifton Park (Essendon West)
Cross Keys Oval (Strathmore) Davis Reserve (Airpor
West) Etzel Street Reserve (Airport West) Fairbairn R
(Ascot Vale) Hansen Reserve (Airport West) Lebano
(Strathmore) Maribyrnong Park (Moonee Ponds)
Ormond Park (Essendon East) Overland Oval (Keilo
East) Quinn Grove Reserve (Keilor East)
Walter Street (Ascot Vale).

Leisure Centres (which provide facilities for SwimmindQ

diving, aerobics, health and fithess programs include
Ascot Vale Leisure Centre, East Keilor Leisure Centr

>p

Ihﬁ1e Essendon Bowls Club (the oldest in the district) i
I?ﬁ/e process of amalgamating with the Maribyrnong a

pidlaribyrnong Park, East Keilor, Strathmore and River

and Windy Hill (Essendon).

Queens Park Swimming Pool (Essendon Baths) is al
popular swimming venue. The original baths were loc
in Pascoe Vale Road on a site north of The Strand. T

current baths were opened on 22 November 1958.

ort
Bowls Clubs: Aberfeldie (est 1909), Ascot Vale (1911

@Hcé(ley Park (1957), Clifton Park (1952), Doutta Gal
glt%;lﬁ), Essendon (1886) Flemington & Kensington (1

)

0 Ou
Asept Vale Rowls, Qlub was established in;lg12 pup
glisbanded in December 1999.

r

5
Buckley Park Clubs to form one strong club which will
the Buckley Park facilities, soon to be upgraded.

There are several prominent Tennis complexes in M(
walley which include Essendon/Clifton Park, Buckley

A number of local churches, such as St Monicas, Mo
Ponds and St Theresads

The Riverside Tennis, Netball and Golf Centre, locaté
the south east corner of Fairbairn Park includes a golf
driving range, (the 2 level 44 bay range was opened
4 September 1988) 17 tennis/netball courts and a m
course. The original Tennis/Netball Courts were oper
Isn 12 January 1991. The 11 Tennis Courts and 7 Ne
Colines were demolished in 2018 and replaced by the
et courts in 2019. Netball Courts are also located ir
liAberfeldie Primary School grounds.

The adjoining nine hole Riverside Golf Course was o
on 14 October 1984.

ccer
| The very successful Essendon Hockey Club was orig

located at the Showgrounds, later moving to Aberfelg
Park, and Fairbairn Park (1938 7) before relocating tq
the Hockey Centre in Travancore which opened in 19

ndale
Boeing Reserve, located on the Moonee Ponds Cree

topened as a reserve on 21 September 1986. In May
i Essendon Baseball Club, which had played its m
b Liff Allison Reserve after moving from Fairbairn P
relocated to Boeing Reserve. The Baseball facilities \
opened on 22 February 1991.

The Aberfeldie Athletics Track is a magnificent venug
our athletes. It was built on what was known as the H
opened on 21 January 1973. The track was resurface
LJune 1993.
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The Rainey family opened squash courts on their lan
the east side of Carlyle Street (Moonee Ponds) in 19

in 1972 John and Sue Rainey formed the Essendon

Club which celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2022.

The Maribyrnong River precinct is a very popular pla
Essendon residents who make good use of the walki
cycling track and fitness circuit along The Boulevard.

Essendon Rowing Club is located on the north side gflé#tes1950s.

road and the Essendon Angling and Fish Protection
Society is located to the east of the E.R.C. Clubroom

The main oval which fronts The Boulevard is the hom
Cr

the Victorian Womenods

For those who enjoy
located in Moonee Ponds east of Pascoe Vale Road.
101 acres of | and was

was leased to W. S. Cox (who had been operating a

racecourse in Kensington) in 1883. Cox purchased th
and it was later transferred to the Moonee Valley Rac

Club.

pat
have two race courgethe Moonee Valley Racecourse

0 1

OdWFHER FACILITIES NOW GONE
b1 and
3'15{}%4}l]orth Essendon Board Track
his was a venue for cyclists in Strathmore and was
by many champion cyclists before the velodrome was

ngalbot Street, north of Woodland Street and east of F
Made Road. It opened in September 1939 and closed

SThe Napier Park Dog Track (Strathmore).

I\(I08nlgeeP,[ondi\csreselEj I&; qp%n?diinowna_t was then kn
as North Essendon on 11 September 1933 by the
Essendsni Cowysing Alub & frddtpo31500 spedtators
,Coursing (greyhound racing) was popular in the 193(
TA®0s but in 1954 local residents urged the Essendo
Cogncilriceclode the deg tadk and dfterfa podl Wwes tal
was closed shortly afterwards. In 1956 the Education|
®Oraitment purchased the land and it became the s
ithgg Strathmore High School.

The Essendon Tenpin Bowling Centre, designed by

Lised
5 built

cd feas owned by cyclist Ted Waterford and was situated in

asco¢
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él' '8'? track was located between Pascoe Vale Road ahd the

own
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The Flemington Racecourse (just outside our municiphical architect, Harry Winbush, was opened on the ngrth

boundary) was first used for horse racing in 1840.

It occupies 352 acres. It is operated by the Victorian
Club which was established in 1864 after merging wi
Victoria Turf Club.

The first Melbourne Cup was held at the Flemington
course in 1861 and was won by Archer.

The Ascot Race Course (established by financier JoH
Wren and furniture warehouseman, Benjamin Nathar,
opened in 1893 as a pony track. It was located on thé
side of Union Road between Francis Street and Asca
Street. The property was acquired by the Commonwe

Government during WW2 for use by the Armed Force 5

and, following protests by local residents, was never
reopened as a racecourse. It became the site for the
Ascot Vale Housing Commission estate.

FACILITIES FOR PASSIVE RECREATION

There are also many facilities in Moonee Valley for q
relaxation and recreation. These include

Queens Park (Moonee Ponds) This beautiful park si
in the heart of Moonee Ponds, occupies 20 acres (8
Lincoln Park (Essendon), Clarinda Park (Moonee Po
Rosehill Reserve (Keilor South), Strathnaver Reservg

(Strathmore), Woodlands Park (North Essendon), Ngpier

Park (Strathmore), Victory Park (Ascot Vale), Riversi
Park (Aberfeldie) and Montgomery Park (East Essen

side of Fletcher Street, Essendon on 6 November 19
Reasg very popular venue for young people in the 19
fatite1970s. Although patronage fell away in later yea
remained until about 2010 when the land was purcha
RhedPenleigh/Essendon Grammar School and the ver
was replaced by the lan Morton Hall.

Yhere are/were many other facilities available.
't'legr?rtﬂs was often played on courts in the grounds of
E‘lj;aﬁ:fll churches. Privately owned courts were also use
| Lodge Tennis Courts, located in Spencer Street, Ess
(operated by Ray Rayson from 1939, were sold to de
ers in April 1973.

John Hildebrand coached many aspiring young playg
from his courts in Park Street, Moonee Ponds from 1
The Station Tennis Courts on the corner of Carlyle S
and Buckley Street, Essendon were opened in 1930
Jbe?.}rchased by William and Sue Rainey in 1944. The R
operated the courts until 1956. The corner block was

dawusyears later and was replaced by a cream brick h

1ﬁ”?'recent years gymnasiums have sprung up in many
18|1S?I'1e municipality and residents have easy access t¢
fitness centres which are usually privately operated.
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HOME GROWN SPORTING STARS

It is very difficult to list champion sporting greats as
have been so many local athletes who are no doubt
of recognition, but whose feats have not been proper
made known.

Obviously there have been many Essendon VFL/AF

footballers who are well known to us and their feats gre

recorded in the EFC OHal
publications. However, a number of stamplayers whg
have grown up in Essendon include: Dick Reynolds,
Clarke, Bill Hutchison, Ken Fraser, Barry Davis, Bob
Shearman, Jim Carstairs, Mark Mecuri, Ken Fletcher|
Dustin Fletcher and Neville Fields. Of course, there g

many more, and the strong Essendon District Footbg

League which was established in 1930, has produce
players who have gone on to star at the top level.

It may be of interest to know that three Essendon pla
have won the Stawell GifGeorge Stuckey (1897),
Clarence H. Hearn (1929) and Lance Mann (1952).

Fergus OFer gi e 6 -1990kbailkumant
outstanding reputation as a trainer of professional ru
over a period of more than 50 years. He trained five

Stawell Gift winnefis Roy Barker (1932), Malcolm Dur

(1958), John Bell (1963), Barry McLeod (1969) and F:IﬂﬁE

Young (1985). He was a member of the Essendon F
Club Committee from 194®75 and served as a recru
agent and selector. o0FeH

the EFC in 1955 and received an Order of Australia I“/Vgﬁgie

in 1986. He died in Moonee Ponds in 1990 aged 90
Other champion athletes include the following

CRICKET: Harry oBull 6 Al ex

Australian Test Cricketer, George Davies, John Grant,

Keith Kirby, John Swanson, Peter Young, Ken Meule

WOMENG® S C RIMargakilJennings

CYCLING: Tasman Johnson, Gordon Johnson, Syd
(Sid) Patterson, Ted Waterford, Gary Niewand.

SWIMMING: Alva Colquhoun
SOFTBALL: Nina Bondarenko
WATER POLO: Joanne Fox

HOCKEY : Arthur Sturgess, Alan Berry, Des Piper, S
McLennan, Bob McLennan, Jack Sandy, Keith Wrigl¢
Ray Dunn, Tony Golder , Georgia Nanscawen

BASEBALL: Les Smith, Ross Straw, Graeme Lloyd,

Bitmead, John Pate, Ron Owen, David Patton.

ATHLETICS: Alfred G. Wheatley, Thorold Irwin, Ro

Clarke, Petra Rivers
here

RIQQUET: George Latham

%)utstanding performers in many sports such as Neth
(womends basketball), B ¢
L track down because they did not receive much publig

| of 'I_'—lEA?Wegé‘C'_a\A\JrL(FN%Eumerous

)If you are aware of a sporting personality who has gr
4R 07 lived in Moonee Valley and has achieved succe
his/her sport please submit details to the EHS so tha
these can be recorded for future reference. Perhaps
I%houl d create a 0City of
IF ameo By Bob Chalmers

=

] many

FAIRBAIRN PARK ASCOT VALE

M&Scently paid a visit to Fairbairn Paek61 acre sportin
venue on the banks of the Maribyrnong River, bound
Woods Street and Newsom Street. This property was
f oOrArWFr(Ilygopoart of George

1H’l_ﬁswestern end of his property was purchased by st
and station agent, Lachlan Alexander Fairbairn on 2(
iI}{I[arch 1903 as a holding paddock for stock on their y
saleyards. It was sold to the Essendon Council o
)gtgﬁober 1928. For many years during summer mor
m@s the main facility for the Essendon & Broadmead
CHWM@%S C_:WléegAss[ﬂcAgHog ang theLreI Werg fOLM%e
ts on it making fielding a dangerous occupation
gg?sgrounds ovdapped. Today there are only four crig
grounds, a modern pavilion (built c2018) and practicq

md

Iney

The New Pavilion (above)
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