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President’s Report
It gives me great pleasure to present the
President’s Report for the year 2021-2022.
As with the previous year, this year has
presented many challenges to the Essendon
Historical Society through problems
beyond our control.
The COVID pandemic which caused
cancellations to meetings and other
activities last year, again created havoc
with our planned program. Lockdowns
prevented us from conducting General
Meetings until November 2021. Several
Committee Meetings were conducted via
Zoom and our Annual General Meeting normally held in August 2021- was finally
held in November 2021 with a restriction
on numbers able to attend in person.
However, members were also able to
attend via Zoom.
The Annual General Meeting was held in
the Court House on 23 November 2021,
attended by thirty members with eight
apologies. Members in attendance were
given a copy of the EHS Annual Report
covering the 2020-21 year prepared by
Terry and Julie Scott. Thank you, Terry
and Julie, for compiling this for us.
2021-2022 COMMITTEE ELECTION

Greg Thege, who served on the EHS
Committee for five years, and Bill Mundy,
who served for two years, decided not to
re-nominate for 2021-2022. They were
thanked for their contributions. As the
number of nominations did not exceed the
number of committee positions no
elections were required and the positions
were filled as follows:-

PRESIDENT:
Bob Chalmers
VICE-PRESIDENT: Kelsey Collins
SECRETARY:
Hayden Williams
TREASURER:
Terry Scott
COMMITTEE:-

Elaine Brogan (OAM), Lyndall Byrne,
Cate Hutchings, Charles Sowerwine,
Darryn Hartnett
Members who served on the Committee in
2020-21 were thanked for their work
during the past year. Three new committee
members - Cate, Charles and Darryn were welcomed.
MEMBERSHIP

In spite of the difficulties that we have
faced during the year, our membership has
remained stable. We currently have 146
members including 11 Life Members.
We welcomed 11 new members during the
year and are grateful to all of our members
who continued to support EHS.
Following the AGM, the members present
(and those using Zoom) were divided into
four groups to discuss the bequest left to
the Essendon Historical Society by a
former Mayor of Essendon, John Williams,
and suggest how it could best be used. The
suggestions were recorded so that the
Committee could evaluate and prioritise
them.
JOHN WILLIAMS BEQUEST

Members indicated at the November
discussion, that a photograph of John
Williams and a short record of his life in
Essendon should be placed in a frame in
the Court Room.

The general opinion of members also
indicated that part of the bequest money
should be used for EHS projects but that a
large proportion of the money should be
invested for future use.
At the January Planning Meeting, in
accordance with suggestions made by
members it was decided that the
photograph and biography of John
Williams be prepared. It was also agreed
that 80% of the bequest be invested and
20% be used for financing or contributing
to appropriate projects over the next 3-5
years. Sixteen suggestions put forward in
November were grouped, discussed and
prioritised.
The most important projects were
considered to be:(a) Updating the IT system to enable easier
access to EHS collections and improve
digital communication.
(b) Digitisation by Trove of the local
newspapers -The Flemington &
Essendon Chronicle (1882-1894) and
the Essendon Gazette (September 1888
to December 1913)
(c) Obtain the services of a professional
curator to advise and provide guidance
for setting up displays and exhibitions.
GENERAL MEETINGS

Only four General Meetings were held:22 February 2022
Guest Speaker: Margaret Fleming
The Fleming Family – District Pioneers
22 March 2022
Members’ Night: Show and Tell followed
by a PowerPoint presentation by Julie
Scott.
26 April 2022
Guest Speaker: Anna Lannigan
Bridges over the Moonee Ponds Creek

24 May 2022
Guest Speaker: Julie Scott
The Court House Fire – The Complete
Story.
An average number of 20 members and
visitors attended these four meetings.
I suspect the numbers were down slightly
on previous years because of the
uncertainty of the times.
Thanks to Elaine Brogan for securing our
interesting Guest Speakers.
ANNUAL DINNER

The Annual Dinner Meeting was held at
the Gannawarra Centre, Keilor Road,
North Essendon, on Tuesday 23 June. This
was brought forward to the third Tuesday
of the month because the venue was
unavailable on our regular meeting night.
The venue was attractively set up and the
48 members and friends who attended
enjoyed the two-course meal provided.
The Guest Speaker was Ms Amelia Mellor,
author of the Award Winning Children’s
Book, The Grandest Book Shop in the
World. She spoke to us on the topic “Not
Too Distant” (a discussion of some of the
ways that the culture of the late 18th
Century still shapes Australian Society
today).
Thanks to our sub-committee (Lyndall
Byrne, Elaine Brogan and Cate Hutchings)
for the time you put into organizing this
event and thanks to the chefs and team of
volunteers from the Gannawarra Centre
who looked after us.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

These were held monthly, usually on the
third Monday evening, between 7-9 pm,
and were well attended. During the lockdown we met by zoom for one meeting with mixed results. Thank you to the
English Speaking Union for setting this up
for us.

Thank you also to Kelsey Collins for
taking the Minutes each month and for
keeping me on the ball at meetings!
Unfortunately, for health reasons, newly
elected member, “Chips” Sowerwine, was
forced to resign from the Committee.
Mary Cahill was co-opted to the
Committee until the Restoration process
was completed. She remained as
Restoration Manager until the end of
March. Thank you, Mary, for the great
contribution you made in this capacity in
recent years.
Our Secretary, Hayden Williams, again
had a very busy year, keeping us up-todate with all the COVID restrictions and
procedural changes, receiving and
following up numerous requests via email,
and many other duties that have fallen his
way. Thank you, Hayden, for the amount
of time you have spent over the past year
on behalf of EHS.
Your contribution is greatly appreciated by
us all.
Terry Scott has again conscientiously and
competently carried out his duties as
Treasurer, producing the monthly financial
reports and ensuring that the accounts are
paid promptly. In addition, he has again
undertaken responsibility for important
maintenance matters when they occur, and
administrative matters such as up-dating
the Society’s By-laws and Policies,
producing the Annual Reports, etc. Thank
you, Terry, for another great year and
thank you Julie for your support of Terry
and EHS.
WEBSITE

Hayden Williams and Kelsey Collins have
spent considerable time improving the
EHS Website and making sure it is kept up
to date and enables EHS to be better
known.

An online shop has been added to enable
publications to be ordered and purchased
through the website. This is a work in
progress which has already made a
significant difference to EHS
communications.
SUNDAY AFTERNOON ROSTER

The Court House was opened again each
Sunday afternoon from 2.00 to 5.00 pm
from 16 January. Our number of visitors
has varied greatly from week to week.
However, many members of the public
have dropped in to see us - some to look at
the Court House and others with questions
relating to their home, their family or a
local organisation or prominent building.
Thank you to those members who put their
name on the roster to welcome our visitors
or help them with their enquiries.
EHS NEWSLETTERS

Four Newsletters were produced during the
2021-2022 Year.
COSTUME COLLECTION
AND DISPLAYS

Elaine Brogan and Lyndall Byrne took on
the task of looking after our Costume
Collection and its storage. Lyndall has
made calico bags to protect and hang
dresses and uniforms etc. and storage
boxes have been obtained for gloves, hats
and other smaller items in our collection.
These have all been well labelled and
recorded. New shelves have been installed
in the wardrobe to enable easy access of
the storage boxes. Elaine and Lyndall
have been responsible for setting up
displays in the Court Room. A new
exhibition, “School Days” was launched
early in 2022. They have recently
displayed a second exhibition - “Maternal
and Child Attire from a Bygone Era”.
Thank you, Elaine and Lyndall, for your
great work.

CATALOGUING
SUB-COMMITTEE

The sub-committee comprising Judy
Maddigan, Anna Denham, Anna Maree
Malmgren, Rod McLennan and Anne
Hillier have continued to meet each
Monday morning to keep a record of EHS
Collections in line with EHS Collections
Policy. Thank you to the sub-committee
for your work under difficult
circumstances.
PARTNERSHIP WITH
MOONEE VALLEY COUNCIL

The Agreement between the EHS and the
MVCC has continued to operate smoothly
although use by the Council and Library
groups has been restricted because of
COVID related circumstances. We have
undertaken several projects for the Council
who requested research and photographs of
houses from us. EHS has also been in
talks with the Moonee Ponds Traders and
Council in setting up online material of
historical interest.
MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS

We are still concerned by dampness on the
east and north sides of the Court House.
We have called on plumbing experts to
investigate the downpipes and drainage in
order to ascertain the cause of the
problems. We hope that during the 20222023 year we may be able to repair the
tuck-pointing on the north wall and restore
the garden once the problems are solved.
IN SUMMARY

The past year has been very busy for the
members of the Committee of
Management, but we are hoping that we
can soon put the challenges that we have
faced over the past two years behind us
and will be able to devote more time to
conducting Heritage Walks, preparing
publications and involving us with work
with the local Community.

It is my hope that a number of people will
come forward to take up the important
positions on the Committee to bring fresh
ideas that we might implement to improve
our effectiveness as an organisation.
Thank you all in anticipation of your
ongoing support for the Essendon
Historical Society in 2022-23.
BOB CHALMERS (President)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Information Technology Projects
Website
An Online Shop was established in January
2022 with assistance from Julie Kincaid,
West Country Creative, who subsequently
joined as a member.
IT Update Project
In late 2021, the Society discussed
potential projects in the context of the John
Williams Bequest. The update of the Court
House databases and IT infrastructure was
prioritised.
On 31 March 2022, Microsoft approved
EHS as an eligible non-profit organisation.
This included free Office 365 Premium
software for 10 years.
EHS signed an agreement on 18 May 2022
with Inverto, an IT consultancy, to migrate
the email and file databases to a cloud
server. EHS@esshissoc.org.au replaces
esshissoc@mail.com as the Society’s
primary email address. EHS is now using
SharePoint Online to store files in the
Cloud, enabling Court House and remote
access. This replaces certain files on the
desktop computer in the Ted Smith Room.
Hayden Williams – EHS Secretary

Cataloguing Sub-Committee Report
Since the COVID-19 pandemic first
impacted, the Cataloguing Committee has
had a very disrupted program.
Nothing could be done during the
lockdown periods, and it is really only in
2022 that we have been able to return to a
consistent work schedule.
Because of a hardware issue earlier this
year, much of the information that had
been added to the DB Textworks program
since our return in 2022, was lost, and
several weeks were spent locating and
re-entering this data. This was a
demoralising and time consuming process.
Cataloguing Sub-Committee members Judy Maddigan, Rod McLennan, Anna
Denham, Anne Hillier and Anna Maree
Malmgren - have been working on the
following during the year:
1. InMagic DB TextWorks Combined
Catalogue Database – Rod/Judy/Anna
Maree
Work continues on the database this
year:- scanning, collating,
re-numbering, entering data and adding
to the database. Items are then stored in
suitable locations, such as in the Sam
Merrifield Room, or the offsite
Guardian Storage.
We feel we have finally overcome the
issue of duplicated registration numbers

and that this should no longer present a
problem.
2. Donated items – Judy
Judy has been cataloguing new material
as it is donated.
It would save much time if donated
items could be accompanied by a fully
completed acquisition form.
3. John Williams Collection and Citizens
Advice Bureau Collection - Judy
Judy had now completed the
cataloguing of the John Williams
documents and ephemera, and the
documents from the Citizens Advice
Bureau.
4. EHS Filing System - Anne/Anna
Anne and Anna have reorganized
folders in the filing cabinets in the Sam
Merrifield room, and have completed a
comprehensive electronic Index of
Files, so that documents can be easily
searched and located.
5. Newsletters - Anne/Anna
Anne and Anna have continued to
electronically index the EHS
newsletters, which will make back
issues searchable by topic, name, place,
author, etc.

Memory Lane Garden
2021-2022 was a quiet year for
the Memory Lane Garden
project. There was one
significant order for the
equivalent of 5 single tiles for an
amazing lady who was honoured

by her family and friends. Most
of the discussion about the tile
wording happened via
communication with the lady’s
friend in Indonesia.

Moonee Ponds Town Hall 2022

Memory Lane Garden
2021-2022 was a quiet year for the Memory Lane Garden project. There was one
significant order for the equivalent of 5 single tiles for an amazing lady who was
honoured by her family and friends. Most of the discussion about the tile wording
happened via communication with the lady’s friend in Indonesia.
Some tiles had to be replaced as they had suffered a small amount of damage.
Michael Barrette – who maintains the EHS garden – did a great job removing and
replacing the damaged tiles without damaging any nearby tiles.
There are many spaces available for people to be remembered and honoured.
The Essendon / Moonee Valley district has a rich history of wonderful people who
could be commemorated in the Memory Lane Garden.
Julie Scott
Memory Lane Co-ordinator

Queens Park – photo courtesy Bob Chalmers

To the Memory of
Dr J A Sutherland
Born at Wick, Scotland, 5th May 1842
Died at Moonee Ponds, 15th November, 1906
A skilled physician, a good citizen, a good friend to the people
The fountain in the plantation opposite the Moonee Ponds Court House
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