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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

RECOGNITION FOR DR ANNE BLACK

Greetings One and All,
It has been several months since I have had a chance of
communicating with you. I hope that you have all
coped satisfactorily with any challenges you may have
faced during these very difficult times.
As you can imagine, because of the limitations placed
on us as a result of our 2021 lockdowns there has been
very little happening since my last report.

Dr Anne Black, a member of the Essendon Historical
Society, was the proud recipient of two prestigious awards
in 2021 for her biographical publication of colonial writer,
George Isaacs.
Anne undertook research on Isaacs as part of her PhD and
published it in her book entitled “Pendragon: The Life of
George Isaacs, colonial wordsmith”.
English born Isaacs (1825-1876) spent many years in South
Australia and wrote the first novel published in that colony
(which was based on his experiences on the Victorian
goldfields). He also wrote Australia’s first science fiction in
Melbourne and he was very active in community affairs.

We have continued to receive many requests for local
historical information through the EHS email site and
again I am very appreciative of the outstanding work
carried out by our Secretary, Hayden Williams and our
researchers (and in particular, Alex Bragiola), in
answering these requests.
The Court House has effectively been closed for much
of the past three months and this has made it
impossible for the Cataloguing Sub Committee to meet.
Lyndall Byrne and Elaine Brogan OAM have gone
through our Costume Collection which was badly in
need of attention and it is now well catalogued and
neatly stored in the wardrobe in the North Lobby.
Thank you Lyndall and Elaine for your great work.
The EHS Committee met via Zoom a couple of weeks
ago and we hope that now that things are starting to
open up again we will be able to get back to some form
of normality.

In late May 2021, Anne was named South Australia’s
‘Emerging Historian’ by the History Council of South
Australia as a result of her work.
She gained further recognition on 3 September 2021 when
the Historical Society of South Australia announced that
her book was the joint winner of the Keain Medal. The
medal was awarded for the most significant book on South
Australian history published in 2020. Unfortunately Covid
prevented Anne from being present at the award
ceremonies in Adelaide, but she was given due recognition
through Zoom.

We will only be able to conduct one meeting before the
end of 2021 which will be our Annual General Meeting,
but unfortunately, because of the date on which it falls,
we will only be able to have twenty-four members in
the Court House. Other members will have the
opportunity of attending via Zoom or Telephone
Hook-up (see our Secretary’s notes on Page 3).
We will not be opening the Court House for visitors
until January 2022 and, unless Government rules
change, only those who are double vaxxed will be able
to enter. This is unfortunate, but we must abide by the
Covid rules for the safety of all.

Dr Anne Black proudly holds the Keain Medal

On behalf of the Committee I would like to express our
appreciation to all members for your continued support
in renewing your memberships and for the many
generous donations that we have received during what
has been a very frustrating and challenging year.
Bob Chalmers

Between lockdowns, Anne did manage to speak at the
2021 History festival of South Australia and has given a
number of papers at conferences on various aspects of
Isaacs’ life .
Congratulations Anne, on your outstanding achievements
and we look forward to welcoming you again as a Guest
Speaker at one of our General Meetings in 2022.
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON OUR WEBSITE

www.esshissoc.org.au
Email Address

esshissoc@mail.com

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety

TWITTER:

twitter.com/EssHisSoc

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
In accordance with the Constitution of the Essendon
Historical Society (Rule No 29), members are hereby notified that the Annual General Meeting of Essendon Historical Society Inc. will be held at the “Moonee Ponds Court
House Museum” on

Thank you to all those members who have already paid. For
those who have not yet done so, the Annual Subscription
Fees are as follows
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP $30—00
DUAL MEMBERSHIP
$50—00
(for two members living at the same address)

TUESDAY, 23 November 2021
commencing at 7.30 pm
The Agenda shall include
1)

The confirmation of the Minutes of the 2020 AGM.

2)

The reception of reports.

3)

The reception of the Financial Statement for the Year
Ending 30th June, 2021.

4)

Ratification of Subscriptions for 2021/22.

5)

The Election of Office Bearers and members of the
Committee of Management for the ensuing year.

6)

Other business of which notice has been given.

ACCESS TO THE

Positions for which nominations are invited in accordance
with By-Law 43 are:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Ordinary Members (5)
Nominations for the above positions must be received in
writing by the Secretary on the official nomination form by
the close of business by 4 p.m. by Tuesday 16 November
2021
Mail to

The Secretary (EHS)
PO Box 557
Essendon, 3040

Nomination forms are available on line from the EHS
Website (page 39 of By-laws)
or on request, from the Secretary
Hayden Williams (0417 559 086)

STUDENT CONCESSION $20—00
(to completion of first Degree)

MOONEE PONDS COURT HOUSE
The Victorian Government has announced that from 6pm
Friday 29 October 2021, the Court House can be
reopened for meetings of fully vaccinated attendees with a
24 persons attendance limit. Masks will need to be worn.
The Annual General Meeting planned for 7.30pm 23
November will be conducted partly as a Zoom meeting.
The Zoom instructions will be emailed to members before
the meeting. If you wish to participate and do not have an
email address, please contact Hayden Williams who will
provide access by telephone.
After the 90 per cent double dose milestone for Victoria is
reached there will be no density cap and masks need not
be worn in the Court House. This milestone is predicted
to be as early as 24 November.
Non fully vaccinated members cannot go into the Court
House. However, in addition to Zoom, the Society will try
to accommodate members’ requests for research etc.
The Court House Museum will not open on Sundays to
the public until January 2022. Fully vaccinated members
can contact Hayden Williams.
Hayden Williams—Secretary
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the way up the drive is the tennis court, it is on the left
side. Travancore is a large house and is painted a dark
cream colour. The front door opens into the porch, and
BY RUTH MADDEN IN 1914
the hall is just inside the house proper. There is a lovely
wide staircase, that ascends about two thirds of the
In August 1914 four of the children of Henry Madden of distance up stairs, and then there is a landing from which
“Travancore” Flemington, situated on the hill in
smaller sets of stairs branch off in different directions.
Flemington Street, where the Travancore Development
There are some rooms the same size as the porch above it,
Centre is now located, sat down and each wrote an essay
for four storeys making the tower four storeys from the
describing the grounds of their home and the daily
ground. Several most beautiful views are to be seen from
activities living on the “Travancore estate. The Madden
the tower of the city of Melbourne, Port Phillip Bay, the
family began living in this house from 1899 and later
Royal Park and the rest of the surrounding country. Each
purchasing it in 1907. Henry Madden, heavily involved in side of the porch there are some large rooms, on the right
horse trading, operated one of the largest suppliers of
side is the drawing room on the ground floor, with Geoff’s
remounts to India and the Boer war. In 1992 I was
and the spare room above it and the Billiard room in the
fortunate enough to visit and interview the late Miss
basement. Corresponding on the left are the sitting room
Quentin Madden, granddaughter of Henry Madden, gain
and library, with aunt Minnie’s above, and Teresa’s and the
access to some material and make copies of documents
cat room below. The kitchen is to the right of the drawing
and photographs with her permission The first essay was
room (which faces the east) and has no storey above it, and
written by Ruth which I have extracted from the original. the laundry, dairy, coach house, harness room and stables
Ruth Mary Madden, born on February 1898, was the fifth extend for about eighty yards to the north. Just near the
end is a big double gate over which is a gable. The library
child to Henry Madden and Cecilia Mary Maud
window opens on to the verandah, (this part of the house
Henderson. She was a member of the Girl Guides of
Australia, Foundress of the Praesidium of Legion of Mary, is the oldest) the first room looking on to the verandah is
President of Curia of Melbourne in 1933 and President of Dad’s study, and the next is the dancing room. On the
Senatus of Australia in 1934. She married John Leo Gavan second storey of this part are Dad’s, Jacks and the girls
rooms, also Dad’s and aunt Minnie’s bathroom and a
Duffy in 1923 who later died in a motor car accident in
maids room. The verandah has a stone pavement and
1925. Ruth died in 1964 at “Koomoorong” Healsville,
pillars at regular intervals. These pillars ascend to the
Victoria.
balcony, it (the balcony) has a wooden floor, and a low
(Explanatory Notes by Alex Bragiola)
open work wall round it, from the wall pillars ascend to the
roof, just the same as those on the verandah. Just beside
The following is Ruth’s Essay on Travancore
the verandah is the gymnasium. On the other side of the
gymnasium is a wooden gate that opens into the courtyard.
There are two pretty flower beds and a fernery to the left,
and the gymnasium to the right. Opposite the gate is the
house proper. In the centre of this yard there is a grass
plot, and looking towards the house Chick’s room and the
sewing room are on the right and on the left are the cook’s
and the laundress rooms and the pantry, and in the second
story the school room and uncle Walter’s bedroom and
bathroom. A little further along the path that the
courtyard gate is in, there is an archway and the other side
of it is the drying yard. The dining room looks on to this
yard and the back door opens into it, Terry’s room and the
Travancore is situated about three miles from the city of
washhouse face it , and the old see-saw is here too. There
Melbourne in the suburb of Flemington. It’s a large old
are a big pair of gates made of tin, painted cream, there is
fashioned house in grounds that occupy seventy eight
also a small one, though the big gates are but seldom
acres. The front gates are made of iron and are very
opened, the small one is always held back by a hook. The
handsome, beside the gates the lodge is placed, it is a very
other side of these gates is the horse yard ,there are six
pretty little four roomed cottage, with a tiny porch in front.
loose boxes on the right hand side and the coach house
The drive is long and curvy, and on each side of it is a
also.
paddock in which the cows graze. About three quarters of

ESSAY ON TRAVANCORE
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of cannas as well. The garden of Travancore is surrounded
by a boxthorn hedge, which looks very nice as it is well
kept, this hedge is about eighteen inches above the fence,
which is a dark green tin one on Flemington street and a
brick wall on Mount Alexander road. There can never be a
place anywhere to compare Travancore in my estimation.

The Madden Children in the stable-yard (1907)
Opposite the boxes are some open stalls. At the end of the
yard opposite the drying yard gates is the fowl house, also
the fruit room and the chemist shop. Between the fowl
house and the chemist shop is a lane which leads to the
crush yard and the ring, where the horses used to be
broken in. In front of the house are two big lawns that
slope down to the terrace. The terrace is very pretty and
English, and has a low open work wall with pretty shaped
flower pots on it, there are some geraniums in these pots.
The terrace urns north and south. At the south end is the
summer house, which is made of trellis work, with space
for doors and windows, it has a red roof which makes a
bright spot of colour among the dark green of the trees.
Ruth Mary Madden (1921)
(Photograph by Spencer Shier)

Thank you, Alex, for enabling this wonderful
essay describing the Travancore residence and
grounds through the eyes of a 16 year old girl to
be printed in the Newsletter.
Alex has the Essays of other members of the
Madden family which we will publish in future
EHS Newsletters.
Ruth, with baby Alison in the pram on the Terrace in 1902
There are stone steps leading from the terrace to the
paddock and on the right side of these steps is the orchard,
it is surrounded by a stone wall, which has a large wooden
gate let into it. There are a great many good fruit trees in
here. Exactly opposite the front door is an enormous
lambertiaina, it is the largest tree of its kind in Victoria.
There is a path that leads to the side gate from the house
on either side of it is a flower bed which is always kept
bright with flowers. At the gate it is joined by another path
on each side of which are small round beds with a camellia
and a standard rose alternately, on the left side looking
towards the house there are two flowering gums and a bed
Page 5
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now, in those halcyon days just prior to the Great Depression there was only one.

WHEN STREET DIRECTORIES
WERE USED
By Ian Williams
Cleaning out a book case after many years may lead to
unexpected rediscoveries. I have vague memories of an old
street directory, but I'm sure I never studied it earlier.
Having recently written two articles about Moonee Valley
street names for the EHS magazine this seemed an ideal
sequel.
The 1929 directory certainly is not a Melway as they were
not introduced until 1966, 37 years after this Collins’ Street
Directory. The Collins’ editor was confident of his
directory’s future. In a preface for this 7th edition he stated,
“if the word ‘official’ can be used … then Collins’ Street Directory is
the only official book of its kind in Victoria.”

The 1929 street directory did not limit its information to
roads. Full details were included for where to buy train
tickets for interstate travel, platform numbers - mostly at
Spencer Street, timetables, luggage limits and fares. The
names and addresses of all city picture-theatres were listed.
Similar to Moonee Valley, most names changed before the
era we may remember. Capital was the only familiar name
amongst the Empire, Gaiety, Melba, Star, Playhouse etc.
Also, the directory included conversion tables but unrelated to metric. We know about furlongs and chains (cricket
pitch) in distance measurements. What is less familiar is
that the imperial fluid measurement table begins with the
tiny size of a minim, then drachm before the ounce (480
minims), pint and quart. After reaching a gallon the table
sounds like the words of a Doris Day song with “a bushel
and a peck” which are 8 gallons and 2 gallons respectively.

Technology has changed the world. The glamour of street
By 1939 the front cover of Morgan’s had added the title
directories has been replaced by the transient GPS infor“Official Street Directory” confusing Melbournians with
mation on mobile phones.
two ‘official’ directories. Morgan’s won this battle as they
continued until 1971 with Collins’ expiring in 1952. Later
UBD, Melway and advertising regulations took away the
word official.
The book shows changes to the Moonee Valley area
compared with today. In 1929, Hedderwick Street was the
western edge of significant urbanisation. The streets that
went beyond Hedderwick to Hoffman’s had different
names. Market changed to Crespin, Spencer became
Temple and Forrester became Maud. Beyond Hoffman’s
Road nothing at all was recorded. Travelling north,
Glenroy was the limit for mapped streets.
For those of you who know the delightful, well-concealed
Five-Mile Creek Reserve near Moonee Ponds Creek you
won’t be surprised to learn that the creek was prominently
marked on the 1929 maps. Today, most of the Five-Mile
Creek is diverted through tunnels, or are they drains.
Beginning on the high land near Essendon Airport,
running through the green belt in Strathmore, then Salmon
Reserve it was mostly above ground. It is marked
prominently as a visible creek as it flowed on to Moonee
Ponds Creek with tunnels under Woodland Street, Napier
Street, the railway and Pascoe Crescent, now Pascoe Vale
Road.
The need for road information in 1929 was much less than
today. There were only 154,000 cars in Melbourne. One
person in six owned a car, today it’s more than three in six.
Melbourne’s population had just passed one million, today
it has passed five million. For every 17 cars on our roads
Page 6
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(taken from a Collins Street Directory)
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It is probable that all of these streets were named only
because of the familiarity by Victorian era students with
British politics and literature.

LOCAL STREET NAMES
INFLUENCED BY
19th CENTURY EDUCATION
by Ian Williams

You are probably aware of several Moonee Ponds streets
running from the railway to Ascot Vale Road named after
famous Englishmen, particularly poets. Having written
recent articles about Victorian colonial governors
honoured with local street names and also another group
of streets named after early Victorian premiers, I wondered
if these poets had any link with 19th century Victoria.
Of course, with the classics and literary studies in earlier
William Wordsworth
times, these poets would have been a standard part of
education for our great grandparents. The streets are
The only link with Australia for any of these writers is with
Gladstone, Chaucer, Browning and Byron then just over
Charles Dickens. Two of his ten children were ‘strongly
Mount Road we find Wordsworth and Dickens Streets.
encouraged’ by their father to move to the colonies.
Dickens never visited our country but made several
positive references in his writing. Prime Minister, Billy
Hughes in 1911 said “Charles Dickens … did more than a little
towards making Australian democracy what it is.” Dickens’
Robert Browning
fourth son, Alfred sailed to Australia aged 19. He married
the ‘Belle of Melbourne’, Augusta Jessie Devlin in a Toorak
wedding. In 1874 they moved to Hamilton, Victoria, where
Alfred took up a position as a financial agent.
After Augusta’s death at age 29, in a horse drawn carriage
William Gladstone was a British politician with a career
lasting 60 years including twelve as the UK prime minister. accident, he continued his work in Melbourne. When the
1890s’ depression arrived, Alfred began lecturing in
His political influence during the first thirty years of the
Australia about his father. Later, he left our colony to
Victorian colony was at its peak when these streets were
continue his lectures in Britain and the United States.
named. William Wordsworth was born in 1770, the year
that Captain Cook landed in Australia and died in 1850, the They had two daughters, both emigrating to the ‘Mother
Country’ in the 1920s.
year before Victoria became an independent colony.
Geoffrey Chaucer wrote Canterbury Tales 300 years before
Australia was known to Europeans.

Two other nearby Moonee Ponds streets, less recognised
as being named after British literary figures are Steele and
Addison. Around 1710, Joseph Addison and his longstanding friend, Richard Steele were prominent poets, playwrights and political essayists who together produced the
politically influential newspaper, The Tatler.

Charles Dickens
Lord Byron

Geoffrey Chaucer

When these streets were named, Robert Browning was a
leading English poet. Lord Byron was born in January 1788
just as the first British settlement was being established at
Sydney Cove.
Page 7
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN
by Eve Park
While having a good clean up at my home (an excellent
project when you are locked down for weeks on end),
I was going through some old files and chanced upon this
letter that was written by our Life Member, Eve Park,
twenty-on years ago as our 30th Birthday was approaching.
I read it through and felt that, although our Covid-19 50th
Anniversary has now passed, it is still appropriate for
inclusion in this Newsletter.
So, here is Eve’s Recollection of “How It All Started”
Thirty years ago I had to convalesce after an operation
which required three weeks of total rest. What can a very
active person do to fill in the days—apart from looking
after four lively children?
This was a great opportunity to now learn guitar, or better
still, do something about starting an Historical Society in
Essendon. This was something I had thought about since
moving into the area. I had lived in Diggers Rest and often
wondered about the exciting times of the Gold Rush and
the early pioneers who travelled to the gold-fields along
Mount Alexander Road. We even had a gravestone on our
Diggers Rest property marking where three gold seekers
from America had died. I have always loved history, but
where do you start?

We needed someone to take the important Minutes so my
dearest friend, Irene Mooney, heavily pregnant, said that
she was a stenographer and would happily take shorthand
notes and later type them up. We were on our way.
My husband, Bill, was all for it. He loved history, being
especially interested in the Burke and Wills Expedition and
their trek through Essendon.
Zara and Don Latimer—such a fun pair, who owned
wonderful cellars—were there. Zara’s family background
goes back to the old Kirk’s Bazaar in Melbourne.
Mary Costigan, who shared my love of “Remeura”, the old
mansion in Leslie Road, and her dear Aunt Jessie
Sutherland, who she regularly visited, lived there. Jessie
was related to Dr Sutherland whose monument drinking
fountain is in the median strip in Mount Alexander Road
near the park.
Rock Chote and Jan Kershaw were there too and made
valuable contributions. The newspapers covered the event
with keen interest. Some of the photographs on display
here show our early activities.
The Essendon Historical Society is today a warm, vibrant,
welcoming place, full of friendly people enjoying history.
Wonderful names spring to mind— Ted (Smith), Ron
(Lambert), David (Robertson), John and Lily (Grant) - I
could go on and on ….

First of all I rang our local newspaper (the Essendon
Gazette) and asked for interested people to ring me. So
many exciting phone calls followed.

Imagine if I HAD taken up playing the guitar!

The Royal Historical Society congratulated me and
Mr Blake, the President, offered top come and speak at the
first meeting. Sam Merrifield became a trusted friend and
guide. He gave me so much encouragement and
explained the need for the accurate recording of history.
The 29th day of July 1970 arrived—our first meeting and
we were ready.
My daughter, Alison, attended Lowther Hall where Miss
Evelyn Sampson was Principal. We had become friends
during negotiations of the sale of “Remeura” (an old mansion) and No 11 Leslie Road (now their Kindergarten
School) to the Church of England.
Miss Sampford agreed to lend me some chairs, so picture a
“crocodile” of small girls, each bearing a chair, walking
along Sherbourne Street. What did the neighbours think!!
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GRAND OPENING OF THE COURT HOUSE
SUNDAY, 25 OCTOBER 1981

Amid all the Covid-19 trauma and the inactivity brought
about by the lockdowns an important date almost slipped
by unnoticed. However, while undergoing a big clean up
and sorting through some old Essendon Historical Society
folders, I came across some reports written by Ted Smith
at the time that he was President of the EHS (1979-1983).

a great asset to the city.
It was also a great success from the Society’s viewpoint as
we were open throughout the following week to help the
Puckle Street Centenary Celebrations. A total of five
hundred people visited the museum and we benefited by
the liberal donations received.”
The opening of the Court House coincided with the tenth
anniversary of the Essendon Historical Society.

An Agreement between the Public Works Department and
the Essendon Council for use of the Old Moonee Ponds
Court House was signed on 16 November 1980 and the
Council had agreed that would be handed over to the
Essendon Historical Society as its headquarters.
Ted Smith reports (10 February 1981)
“We now have the work in front of us, inasmuch as there has been no
maintenance on the building for seven years or more, so you can
imagine the dust and grime, cracked walls and dirty lino etc. that we
will have to work on before we ultimately open the building as a
museum.

Some of those who attended the “Grand Opening”

Fortunately the furnishings are as they were ninety years ago, including three marble mantelpieces with open fire-places, the Magistrate’s
Bench, Clerk of Court’s Desk , Witness Box and the Reporters’
Bench whereon are carved by penknife the names of many of those
gentlemen of the Press who worked for such papers as the Green
Guide, the Evening Star, the Argus, the Age, the Sun and many
other papers. A marvellous piece of vandalism.”
However, after many working-bees and strong
commitment from a group of dedicated volunteers, the run
down building was given a much needed face-lift and nine
months later the Grand Opening took place.
The following is an extract taken from Ted Smith’s
President’s Report to members, dated 12 November 1981.

The Flag Raising Ceremony in the Forecourt

“The highlight of my report was the official opening of the
Essendon Historical Society museum.
Commencing with a flag-raising ceremony in which those
present joined in singing our National Tune, “Advance
Australia Fair” followed by the National Anthem, the
Society’s Museum was opened in the old Court House in
Moonee Ponds on Sunday 25th November.
The Mayor, Cr Colin Clark, officiated, and in his address to
the 150 people present, and prior to opening the door with
the original ninety year old key, he said that the Essendon
Council had persisted in the battle to save the building
from demolition, and with the addition of a museum it was
Page 9

Mayor, Cr Colin Clark, addresses the Crowd
By Bob Chalmers
Photographs from the E.H.S. Collection
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On the lower portion of the Meat Works property,
sloping towards the river were the factory buildings.
The company manufactured very popular tinned meat and
soups and supplied the Armed Forces during the 1914-18
War.

EARLY MEMORIES OF ASCOT VALE

By Ted Smith

On the river front was what was known locally as a duck
farm which produced thousands of ducks for the local
market. The slaughterhouse drain ran through the duck
farm into the river where one could always fill his bucket
with mullet and bream.
When the meatworks closed down and all the land was
sub-divided this low lying area was suggested as a
swimming pool using the water from the river, going in
one end and coming out the other. It is now a public reserve. A Mr Williams was the Manager of the meatworks.
The Grand National Tower Hotel
In 1889 Mr William Lang built the Grand National
Tower Hotel and was the first Licensee—a position he
held for five years. This hotel was really a grand building,
being of three storeys with a tower. It stood at the corner
of Epsom Road and what was then Grand National
Avenue and had a depth to Derby Street of about two
hundred feet. The floor was tiled in black and white tiles
and a magnificent staircase led to the upper floors. The
racing fraternity and sheep and cattlemen all dropped in
here for a “drop of the doings” as well as being provided
for with overnight accommodation. All of the property
from the hotel to Langs Road was acquired by the Royal
Agricultural Society and is now near the main entrance
gate opposite Union Road. Diagonally opposite the hotel
was the Ascot Racecourse which, during World War I was
used as an isolation camp for the troops and is now the
Ascot Housing Estate.
Proceeding up the north side of Langs Road and at the
rear of houses in Epsom Road and Charles Street and
continuing to the Maribyrnong (Saltwater) River was the
area known as the Flemington (or Anderson’s)
Meat-works.
The Essendon Council, after the War acquired the lower
portion and erected a war memorial to those who fell.
This was later called Victory Park. In later years the area
was reduced to about half its original size and part of it
was used as a car-park by the Council to accommodate
visitors to the Show Grounds.

From Langs Road, overlooking the river to Doncaster
Street was known as “Whisky Hill” supposedly,
according to the local story that for every block of land
that was sold a shot of whisky was served to the buyer.
Opposite on the corner of Archer and Charles Street was
a small Presbyterian Church. It was removed in 1911 to
Epsom Road where the present Knox Presbyterian
Church now stands.
At the lower end of Charles Street opposite the entrance
to Victory Park was Woodhouse’s cabinet works which
employed about forty workers. It was destroyed by fire in
1926.
The area from Doncaster Street to the vicinity of Newsom
Street and from Walter Street to the river was known
locally as Twaddle’s Paddock. The land was originally
owned by Major Newsom in 1866 who acquired two
blocks each of about 500 acres. He built a bluestone
house up from Hurtle Street, and as a boy, I can
remember the ruins of this house surrounded by
peppercorn trees. From letters to hand Major Newsom is
believed to have employed a number of convicts who
were chained together and ferried across the river where
they erected stone walls in the area of Rosamond Road,
Maidstone. The house was later occupied by Mr Twaddle
who had a dairy and also had a few sheep besides his
cows.
When Mr Twaddle vacated the premises, Mrs George
opened a boarding house there which was later taken over
by a Mrs Ralston.. She was the last tenant before the
house was demolished in about 1914.

About where the State School now stands was a rather
large dam which was supposed to be haunted but it still
attracted the boys (but no girls) and was well stocked with
In later years, when this land was subdivided, a
enormous yabbies. The original house occupied by
Mr Sangston operated an open air picture theatre facing
Mr Anderson is still standing in Chauvel Street.
Maribyrnong Road alongside the old wooden bridge and
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was a very popular rendezvous for the locals. It was
perhaps the first motion picture theatre in the suburbs.
The area around the Maribyrnong Bridge was the focal
point of the social life of the district, with open air
pictures, two hotels and Hicks’ motor boats (the “River
Queen”, “River Princess” and “River Countess”) which
could each hold about forty passengers, and a few smaller
craft, which journeyed along the river to the Tea Gardens.
Of course, one must not forget the annual Henley on the
Maribyrnong, with its greasy pole over the water (for a
prize of a leg of mutton), decorated canoes carrying
attractive young ladies who later competed for the title of
“Queen of Henley); decorated House Boats (hired from
“Henley on the Yarra” and the usual boat races.

Spong’s Hotel

Malakoff Castle

Henley on the Maribyrnong

One must mention the Malakoff Castle (often referred to
On the Maribyrnong side of the river was the popular
as The Haunted Castle) built by Joseph Raleigh as a
Anglers Hotel (John Alves the Licensee), and further along lookout. Below the castle was a timber house surrounded
Raleigh Road, Spong’s Hotel.
by peppercorn trees. This house was occupied by Mr Warr
(after whom Warr’s Road is named), and later by Rodger
Bullen who had interests in cattle dealings. This area was
later acquired by the Essendon Council as a quarry,
recently sold for approximately $1,000,000.
Further south from the castle with a river frontage was
Humes Concrete Pipes Works. This, today, is one of the
largest manufacturers of pipes in the Southern
Hemisphere.
Although these last mentioned establishments were not in
the City of Essendon, they had a tremendous influence on
Ascot Vale social life.
The Anglers Hotel
At the rear, and on the river front was a pottery owned by
a Mr Len Inness and managed by Jim Connolly. It
produced cups and saucers and heavy mugs for the World
War I armed forces. Later it manufactured insulators to
insulate electricity and telephone cables on the street poles.
At present the building is used for making Rico oil filters
for motor cars.

NOTE: These recollections refer mainly to the Ascot Vale
(Maribyrnong River precinct) in the 1920s and 1930s as
recorded by Edward H (Ted) Smith in the 1980s (year not
known)
Photographs are from the Essendon Historical Society
Collection.
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NEW MEMBERS

It is a great pleasure to be able to
welcome the following members who
have joined the Essendon Historical
Society in the past couple of months.
Lisa Belokozovski
(Essendon)

The EHS Committee reserves
the right to determine the
content and circulation of its
Newsletter.
The EHS Committee has agreed
that copies of the EHS
Newsletter from previous years
may eventually be published on
the Essendon Historical Society
website.

Gillian Steele
(Strathmore Heights)

The editor of the EHS Newsletter
will at all times ensure that the
material which is presented for
publication is credited to the
We hope that you both enjoy your
author, and that major changes
membership with the Essendon
will not be made to the material
Historical Society and we look forward without the permission of the
to meeting up with you at a General
author.
Meeting or other EHS activities in the
Contributors who submit articles
future.
do so on the understanding of the
terms stated above.

© 2021 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without
permission of the Essendon Historical Society.

APPEAL FOR ITEMS

The EHS Newsletter, produced five
times each year, is an important
vehicle for keeping members up to
date with events and activities which
are being organised by the Society.
However, it is also important that it
contains interesting material relating
to the district and its rich history, of
which each of you is a part. I urge
you to seriously consider composing
an article for our next publication.
It will be gratefully received.
The Editor
EHS Postal Address
Please note that all correspondence
should be addressed to:
The Secretary, (EHS)
P.O. Box 557
Essendon, 3040

Meetings
The Society meets February to
November at the Moonee Ponds
Court House Museum
(770 Mt Alexander Road, Moonee
Ponds) on the fourth Tuesday of
the month unless otherwise
notified.
Court House Museum
The Moonee Ponds Court House
Museum will re-open each Sunday
afternoon (2.00—5.00 pm) from
6 February, 2022 (except Easter
Sunday), or by special arrangement.

The Newsletter
The deadline for the next EHS
Newsletter is Friday 26 November
2021.
Material forwarded before this date
would be greatly appreciated.
Members are encouraged to provide
items of local interest.
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***COMING EVENTS***
TUESDAY 23 NOVEMBER
at
MOONEE PONDS COURT
HOUSE
commencing at 7.30 pm
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
followed by
DISCUSSION
(PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE)
*****

TUESDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2022
at
MOONEE PONDS COURT
HOUSE
Commencing at 7.30 pm
GUEST SPEAKERS
Margaret and Bill Fleming
“THE FLEMING FAMILY”
(district pioneers)
*****
TUESDAY 22 MARCH 2022
To be Advised

EHS Contact Details
PRESIDENT:
Bob Chalmers

Ph: 9379 2750

SECRETARY:
Hayden Williams

Ph: 0417 559 086

TREASURER:
Terry Scott

Ph: 0418 511 408

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Bob Chalmers
Ph: 9379 2750
Email address:
bchalmers7@bigpond.com

