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I urge our members who live within the district to attend
our next meeting which will be held on Tuesday 24
August. This meeting has been set aside to enable us to
discuss the Essendon Historical Society as we move into
Greetings Members,
the future. It is most important that we have more of you
I hope that you are all keeping safe and finding interesting becoming involved in the operation of the Society,
bringing new ideas with you. We will also be discussing the
things to do during LockDown No 6. We had all hoped
generous bequest that we received earlier in the year and
that by now the horrors of 2020 would be behind us and
ways that we might use it to benefit the Essendon
we were all looking forward to things returning to some
kind of normality in 2021. Unfortunately the covid-19 virus Historical Society and the people of the Essendon district.
is still with us and we are still unable to plan ahead with
We are still looking for members to volunteer on a Sunday
any certainty.
afternoon. This entails mainly greeting members of the
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

As a result of lockdown 5 we had to cancel our July Com- public as they arrive and assisting them with queries they
may have. One of our experienced members will also be in
mittee and General Meetings and move our future meetattendance to help visitors with research.
ings back one month.
Our new “Open” sign has proved to be successful in
Our meeting to discuss the future direction of the Society attracting passers-by, and when the covid-19 virus
permits we hope to have greater attendances between 2.00
and the possible uses of John Williams’ bequest has been
moved tentatively to Tuesday, 24 August and our Annual and 5.00 pm each Sunday.
General Meeting will now be held on Tuesday, 26
Our Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday,
September (subject to Government restrictions).
28 September and we will be electing our new Committee
to take on the responsibility of keeping the EHS operating
We are fortunate that our Guest Speakers, Margaret and
Bill Fleming, are agreeable to giving us their talk about the successfully. Many members of our current Committee
have held office for a considerable period of time and we
Fleming family (early district pioneers) on 26 October.
are looking for new blood. If you think you can contribute
We had received a request from the Union Road Traders
please give serious consideration to nominating for a
to assist them in organizing and leading heritage walks for position on the Committee; or if you know someone who
them during Open House Week in late July. I have
you believe would serve the Society well, please talk to
undertaken research and prepared a booklet for this
them and encourage them to put themselves forward.
project, but unfortunately, due again to the recent
Nomination Forms are available from our Secretary.
lockdown, the activities planned for that week could not
NOMINATIONS CLOSE: TUESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER .
take place. A Heritage Walk in Union Road, Ascot Vale,
will be arranged at a later time.
I would like to take the opportunity of thanking our hard
Our annual Dinner Meeting was held on Tuesday, 22 June working Secretary, Hayden Williams, for the great job that
he has done during the difficult months of the covid-19
and it was very pleasing to see so many of you join us for
this occasion. There were fifty-five members and friends in pandemic in keeping the membership up-do-date with the
latest information and the changes that we have been
attendance and we all enjoyed a great evening. Our guest
forced to make due to lockdowns etc.
speaker, Emeritus Professor, Graeme Davison AO, a
prominent historian and author, gave us a very interesting
Also, we are appreciative of the contribution of Alex
talk on The Value of Local History, reflecting frequently
on his own memories of growing up in Essendon and his Bragiola in following up many of the queries and requests
that have come through to us electronically.
attachment to, and love of the district. Life Member,
Elaine Brogan, OAM, thanked him on behalf of the
Elaine Brogan and Lyndall Byrne have been sorting
members present.
through and up-dating the cataloguing of our costume
Thank you once again to Julie and Terry Scott for the work
that they did in organising the event which was a great
success. Thanks also to Paul and Carolyn Edwards and
members of the North Essendon Uniting Church for
looking after us on the night at their Gannawarra Function
Centre.

collection which was badly in need of attention. They have
also undertaken a project photographing and recording the
many plaques and memorials located in the City of
Moonee Valley. Thanks to both of them for their great
work.
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON OUR WEBSITE

www.esshissoc.org.au
Email Address

esshissoc@mail.com

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety

TWITTER:

twitter.com/EssHisSoc

The Agenda shall include

COURT HOUSE RESTORATION REPORT
by Mary Cahill
(Restoration Manager)

1)

The confirmation of the Minutes of the 2020 AGM.

2)

The reception of reports.

3)

The reception of the Financial Statement for the Year
Ending 30th June, 2021.

4)

Ratification of Subscriptions for 2021/22.

5)

The Election of Office Bearers and members of the
Committee of Management for the ensuing year.

Still Going!
Given the disruption caused by COVID, Bob Chalmers,
Terry Scott and I have made only small progress in order
to complete the Restoration works.

Regarding the ongoing issue of dampness in sections of the 6)
Other business of which notice has been given.
north and east walls, we have been pleased to employ the
Positions for which nominations are invited in accordance
services of an expert who, with the assistance of
with By-Law 43 are:
technology, is helping us to identify the source of the
moisture:. His report is under consideration.
President
Vice President
Improvements to the A-V system are still to be finalised.
Secretary
Treasurer
Ordinary Members (5)

Work continues on the development of an ongoing
maintenance schedule. The tiles in the Memory Lane
Garden have been cleaned.

Nominations for the above positions must be received in
writing by the Secretary on the official nomination form by
the close of business (4 p.m.) by Tuesday 21 September 2021

Despite all the disruption, the Court House has opened on
most Sunday afternoons for the public. MVCC programs Mail to
The Secretary (EHS)
and EHS meetings have also continued. COVID
PO Box 557
regulations (masks, social distancing) apply: Upon entry to
Essendon, 3040
the Court House, visitors are required to register manually
Nomination forms are available on line from the EHS
or with the QR code.
Website (page 39 of By-laws)
or on request, from the Secretary
Hayden Williams (0417 559 086)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SUBSCRIPTIONS
In accordance with the Constitution of the Essendon
Historical Society (Rule No 29), members are hereby notified
that the Annual General Meeting of Essendon Historical
Society Inc. will be held at the “Moonee Ponds Court House
Museum” on
TUESDAY, 28 September 2021
commencing at 7.30 pm
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SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
$30.00
DUAL MEMBERSHIP
$50.00
(for two members living at the same address)
STUDENT CONCESSION $20.00
(to completion of first Degree)
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Scottish Protestants, two Irish Catholics and a cockney
Londoner. Imagine the accents in parliamentary arguments!

NORTH ESSENDON STREET NAMES
THAT REFLECT OUR COLONIAL PAST

Oshannassy Street

By Ian Williams
There are seven streets in North Essendon whose names
lead us into stories about our colonial history. These are the
six consecutive streets running north east off Keilor Road:
Service, Berry, Gillies, McCulloch, Oshannassy and Duffy
plus Kerferd at their NE end. All are named after early
premiers. Before discussing the individual premiers, here is
an introduction about their political times.

Spelling of family names stabilised in the 19th century as
literacy increased. Some branches of the same family
continued with more than one spelling. O’Shaughnessy and
O’Shannassy became accepted alternatives from the same
family origin. The early premier’s spelling of this name,
John O’Shanassy with one N was less common which
possibly explains the misspelling of the Essendon street.

Political development in the colony of Victoria
Victoria, already the Port Philip District, separated from
New South Wales on 1st July 1851. Initially, this new
colony was controlled by Britain through the NSW
governor. The provisional Victorian government was a
‘one house’ system called a Legislative Council. Substantial
property holders selected 20 of the 30 members through a
form of election which would not meet democratic
standards today. Our Queen’s representative was
Lieutenant-Governor Charles La Trobe who reported to
the NSW governor who appointed Victoria's ministers.
The first decisions of this government which represented
Britain and NSW was to prepare a constitution for Victoria
to become self-governing. This included a second House
called the Legislative Assembly and a permanent home
being the building of a Parliament House in Spring Street.
The first elections in 1855 were to choose 60 Legislative
Assembly members and 30 Legislative Council members.
A large proportion of adult male Victorians could vote in
the Assembly elections. The voting was by secret ballot
which was not introduced in Britain or US until decades
later.
The political parties were not structured like today’s, but
most members were aligned either to Conservatives who
supported British traditions or Liberals who wanted new
ideas in a new colony. Residents voted for their favoured
individual to represent their electorate, rather than a party.
At the first meeting after an election, the Assembly
members chose a ‘first among equals’ to be the leader who
was called either premier or prime minister with neither
title having any legal basis. This chosen leader, who
retrospectively is referred to as Premier, always held
another portfolio, usually Chief Secretary or Treasurer,
which was his official responsibility.

John was born in Tipperary, married at age 21 then
emigrated to the Port Phillip district. He went into business
in Melbourne as a draper. In 1846 he was elected to the
Melbourne City Council and was to become the founding
chairman of the Colonial Bank of Australasia. By the 1850s
he was a major landowner and one of the wealthiest men in
the colony. He also became a recognised leader in the large
Irish Catholic community.
O’Shanassy was elected as our second premier in 1857.
He was re-elected as premier for two further terms.
His third term of 19 months was the longest of any
premier in the Assembly’s first eight years.
O’Shanassy returned to parliament in 1863 but without
enough support to become premier again. The colony had
moved further from British origins reducing the influence
of his strict Conservative opinions. He did not stand in
1866. In 1867 he won a seat in the Legislative Council
which was the upper house with members elected by
wealthy landowners. He returned to the Assembly in 1877,
retiring from parliament in 1880.
McCulloch Street

James McCulloch was the direct successor as premier to
O’Shanassy in 1863. He was elected premier a record four
The very nature of parliament, with its disagreements and
times through to 1877. McCulloch had Liberal views but in
debates resulted in nineteen elections for premier in its first
that era with less party control he worked towards
30 years with some being chosen multiple times.
compromise solutions.
Now, onto the seven premiers with streets named after
them. All were from the ‘middle classes’ including three
Page 4
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Just one year after arriving in Australia, in 1854, he was
nominated to the Legislative Council then in 1856 was
elected to the first Legislative Assembly. He became
minister of trade and customs then treasurer in 1859.
In 1863 McCulloch became our state’s fifth premier and
held this office for five years. This was the longest and
most stable ministry in our colonial era.

He became a journalist, in 1839 moving to Belfast to edit a
Catholic weekly. He married, then three years later founded
his own weekly, The Nation. He was a publisher and poet
who qualified as a barrister in 1846. He was a leader in the
movement for Irish independence through intellectual
arguments.

McCulloch had political losses and wins, becoming premier
again on three further occasions in 1868-69, 1870-71 and
1875–77. This was a time when the colonial first minister
had the alternative title of premier or prime minister.
McCulloch in his day was referred to as prime minister but
history now records all these early leaders as premiers.

Duffy promoted a League of North and South of
Protestant and Catholic and represented them as member
in the House of Commons from 1852-55. Alternative, less
peaceful solutions for the Irish question caused Duffy to
move to new fields, sailing for Australia in 1855. He set up
Even though James McCulloch played a significant role as a barrister practice in Melbourne and was persuaded to
a politician in our colonial era he did not settle in Victoria. stand for the first parliament under responsible
In 1853 he was transferred to Melbourne at age 34 to open government. As the only member who had sat in the
a branch office for his mercantile firm. He entered politics Commons, he acted as ‘parliamentary schoolmaster’ to
soon after his arrival. His return to Britain in 1886 meant
guide the Assembly towards British procedures - a stable
that less than half of his 74-year life was lived in our
role coming from the ‘Irish rebel’.
colony.
Duffy was involved in Catholic activities in Melbourne
In addition to his successful political career, he became
while continuing as a barrister and conscientious politician.
president of the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce and a His Liberal politics were regarded as intellectual and
director of several companies including the Bank of New
intelligent. In a time of significant political squabbling in
South Wales. He was known for his charitable works and
1871, these qualities were seen as right for him to be
as a trustee of the Public Library, museums and National
selected as premier which lasted for one term just short of
Gallery. When he returned to Britain he lived in Surrey
one year.
until his death in 1893. McCulloch was twice married but
In 1874 he returned to Britain briefly for medical reasons.
had no children.
He declined an opportunity to return to the Commons.
Duffy Street
Back in Melbourne from 1876 he became Speaker, turning
from active politics to writing. He often referred to himself
Charles Gavan Duffy was born in Ireland in 1816 - a
as a ‘poet-statesman’ enjoying writing about political ideas.
passionate reader and proud Irish nationalist. As a
teenager, he involved himself in campaigns for Catholic
In 1880 Duffy settled in Europe, in Nice, devoting himself
Emancipation. This movement was to prevent
to writing articles for The Times and books. His historical
discrimination against Catholics. It was an activity of an
books about the Irish relationship with Britain became
intellectual minority that achieved formal success with a
classics.
United Kingdom Act. This Act did not change the
He had three marriages with all wives dying young. His
anti-discrimination reality. Duffy was accepted by a
Presbyterian college giving him a lifetime boast that he was many children remained close, some achieving prominent
positions in Australia and elsewhere.
the “first Catholic emancipated in Ireland.”
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Kerferd Street

the hands of the ‘upper-class’, a colonial equivalent to the
House of Lords. Berry regarded the Council as a barrier to
George Kerferd, a Conservative became our 10th premier
democracy. He described the Council as “a chamber which
in July 1874. His one term lasted for a year ending when he robs the people of the gold in the soil and the land God
tried unsuccessfully to offset some of Duffy’s expensive
gave them.”
Liberal legislation. Kerferd tried to introduce a land tax and
tax on beer and spirits but these polices were not accepted Berry’s cockney accent was appropriate for his link to the
by the Assembly.
average citizen. The Argus, the strong Conservative
newspaper called him ‘an extreme Liberal’ but conceded:
“His oratory might not be polished: it certainly was not but it was passionate, and it told.”

Kerferd was born in Liverpool in 1831. He wanted to be a
lawyer but was needed as a book-keeper in his father’s
business. In 1853 the lure of gold took him to Victoria.
He studied law and in the 1860s became mayor of
Beechworth three times. He was elected to the legislative
Assembly in 1864 where he served continuously until 1886. Berry collaborated closely with Charles Duffy, another
Kerferd held several ministry positions before and after his Irish Liberal premier against the Conservative James
McCulloch. Berry’s unswerving approach to his belief in a
short term as premier.
more democratic government had strong opposition and
He had settled in Beechworth where he became a brewer
support, resulting in his repeated, but short terms as
and wine merchant, married and had ten children.
premier.
When he retired from parliament he was appointed to the
Supreme Court of Victoria. Although Kerferd had been
Attorney General for eight years, his appointment was
controversial as several barristers had served longer in the
legal profession. Kerferd justified this position by showing
great ability as a judge right up to his death in 1889.

When democratic legislation was deadlocked between the
two Houses, Berry embarked on a public campaign against
the Council. For two years from 1878 Berry remained a
parliamentarian while the colony was gripped with class
conflict, including processions through Melbourne
sponsored by pro-Berry The Age and anti-Berry The Argus.
In 1879 Berry travelled to London to try to persuade the
Berry Street
British Government to amend the Victorian Constitution
Graham Berry was premier of Victoria three times between to reduce the power of the Council, but this was refused.
1875 and 1880. All terms were under a year with his total
After age 65 he served on colonial conferences in London
time as premier being less than two years.
and back here on Federation conventions. He even
Berry left school in London at age 11 to become an
returned to parliament and became treasurer, finally
apprentice draper. After his immigration in 1852 he beresigning in 1897. He was living in St. Kilda when he died
came wealthy as a successful general storekeeper in South in 1904 mourned by his fifteen surviving children. The Age
eulogy stated, “he lived to see the triumph of almost all the
Yarra.
great reforms he had fought for.” The reform he most
He was elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1861. Berry wanted, to break the conservative domination of the
was an extremely radical and colourful figure in the politics Legislative Council, did not happen for almost a century.
of colonial Victoria. One of his main platforms was his
Service Street
determination to break the power of the Legislative
Council. The Council was elected solely by wealthy
James Service was a Liberal who was elected as premier in
landowners. It was designed by Britain to keep control in
March 1880 when his predecessor, the controversial fellow
Page 6
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Liberal Graham Berry lost government because his policies
were too radical. Service had minority support and could
not hold on to the leadership. Five months later Service
resigned as premier with Berry being returned for his third
term.
In 1883 with Berry less active, Senior was able to gain full
support of the Liberals allowing him to be re-elected as
premier, holding the position for three years. As a
moderate Liberal, Senior also had some Conservative
support.
Service, born in 1823 was a Scot who began his working
career with a Glasgow tea importing business. As a 30-year
-old he arrived in Melbourne as a company representative.
The following year he established his own business as an
importer and wholesale merchant.

He was a founding member of the Emerald Hill [South
Melbourne] municipal council in 1855, and of the
Commercial Bank of Australia in 1866.

enjoyed 25 years in parliament before becoming premier.
At various times he was president of the board of land and
works, commissioner and minister for railways and roads,
minister for public instruction and minister for agriculture.
The 1886 elections were the first held where the leader of
the political party winning most seats was declared premier.
With his years of political experience, Gillies successfully
negotiated with Liberal leader, Alfred Deakin to form a
Conservative-Liberal coalition which won a comfortable
majority over a divided opposition. Gillies became Victoria’s 14th premier at the peak of its long economic boom
which the colony had enjoyed since the gold rush.

With continuing prosperity, the Gillies government was
easily re-elected in 1889. Scottish-born Gillies had been
involved throughout the colony’s long continuous period
of success, beginning as a gold miner, but mainly as a
leading politician.

The bust inevitably followed this extraordinary boom.
Service was elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1857 and Early in his second term, Victoria moved into an era that
became one of the worst depressions ever, anywhere.
held various seats for thirty years through to February
1886. He retired from active politics, returning to England Gillies was among the many speculators and fellow
politicians with substantial losses.
for a short time. In 1888 he was elected to the upper
house, the Legislative Council, serving there until his death
Gillies withdrew from active politics, accepting the post of
in 1899.
agent-general in London. On his return to Victoria, he
Gillies Street
successfully contested the seat of Toorak in 1897. He was
always regarded as a bachelor but when he died in 1903
Duncan Gillies was born near Glasgow, Scotland but could
aged 69 it was disclosed that he married a 37-year-old
be classified as a ‘dinkum Aussie’. He left school at 14, did
widow during his short time in London.
some office work then became attracted by the gold rush,
arriving in Ballarat as an 18-year-old in 1852 beginning his
new life as a miner. His talents lay in other directions, soon
becoming a businessman and company director.
Footnote: A Labour Party (Labor since 1912) emerged in
Duncan was still in his twenties when elected to the
the 1890s when the depression had caused voters to lose
Victorian Legislative Assembly in 1861 representing Balconfidence in business leaders. Their success in the 1904
larat West. He sided with the Conservatives. He held that federal elections was a world first.
seat for seven years until defeated in 1868. He was elected
as a representative for Maryborough in 1870 which was the
beginning of 24 consecutive years in parliament. He had
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employ many in excess of that number.”

A FACTORY IN ABERFELDIE

It was anticipated that the whole outlay, including the land
purchase, buildings and plant would be in the vicinity of
£75,000.

By Bob Chalmers
In 1923-24 prominent local medical practitioners,
Dr Bertram Milne Sutherland of Maribyrnong Road,
Moonee Ponds and Dr Sydney John Newing of
The Crescent, Ascot Vale, purchased four vacant blocks of
land with a combined frontage of 608 feet to the south side
of Buckley Street and a depth of 325 feet to Vida Street
(formerly known as Stanley Street) and Fawkner Street
(formerly known as Lennox Street). This land had
comprised Lots 1-4 of C. B. Fisher’s 1886 subdivision
(LP1058).
In August 1935 representatives of the Aberfoyle
Manufacturing Co. of Philadelphia (U.S.A.) met with
members of the City of Essendon Council expressing a
desire to purchase part of this land and to erect a brick
factory on the site for the spinning of mercerised yarn.

A letter received from a number of residents of Vida Street
was also read –
“We, the undersigned property owners in Vida Street,
Aberfeldie (the properties being allocated at a greater
distance from Buckley Street than 155 feet) hereby object
to and repeal any amendment of any existing By-law which
will have the effect of increasing the non-residential
portion of Vida Street.”
The Councillors adopted the recommendation that the
By-law be amended and the matter was referred to a future
meeting for a final decision.
A Special Meeting attended by nine Councillors, was held
on 23 August 1935.

To enable this land, which had been designated as being
for “residential” use, to be used for industrial purposes, an
amendment to By-Law 71 was required.
A Meeting of Council chaired by the Mayor, Cr W. K.
Park, was held on 19 August 1935. Two gentlemen in the
gallery, opposed to the erection of the factory, were
allowed to address the Meeting. Mr W. J. Thompson,
speaking on behalf of Miss Ellen Donaldson Ramsay of
“Clydebank” objected to any change of or amendment to
the existing By-law. Mr R. J. Wilson stated that he had built
a home at a cost of £1,200 and £1,500 and had done so
under the impression that he was building in a residential
area and strongly objected to the proposal.
In a letter written by Mr E. E. Carlson of the Aberfoyle
Manufacturing Co (Aust Ltd) and read to the Meeting by
Town Clerk, Mr N. F. Wellington, it was stated that the
factory facing Vida Street would be set back 30 feet from
the gutter to enable a garden to be set out in front to be in
keeping with the surroundings. The brick building would
be of modern design and would be in harmony with any
other building in the area. He made the following
guarantees:

Mr J. H. Rhoden, a solicitor and former member of the
Essendon Council who opposed the changes, supported by
the signatures of 84, was in the gallery and sought to
address the Meeting but Cr Park refused him permission to
do so. A Petition signed by 102 residents of the area
concerned endorsed the action of the Council.
Two Councillors, Cr W. Royle and Cr L. T. Thompson
spoke in opposition to the proposed By-law change.
Cr Royle declared that “the erection of a factory on such
an ideal residential area should never have been sanctioned.
It was not fair, he declared , to those who had erected
homes there, in the expectation that the vicinity would
always be a residential area and that the council “was doing
a very unjust thing.”
Cr Thompson accused the Council with “breaking faith
with those who had bought land and erected very fine
houses in Beaver Street and elsewhere in the area.”

He understood that a very big percentage of employees in
the factory would be females; he was of the opinion that
we had too much female labour now and that the
employment of it was going to be the cause of a lot of
industrial trouble. He went on to say “Too many females
“The nature of the trade to be carried out in the building is were now occupying positions in which men should be
cotton mercerising – an operation entirely new in Australia. employed.
We can assure you that emanating from our plant will be
no undue noise and definitely no offensive odour – in fact The Motion to amend the By-law was carried on a 7 – 2
vote.
we can assure you that there will be no objectionable
features in connection with the whole undertaking.
We shall employ, at the beginning of our operations, about
one hundred hands and of course, hope in future to
Page 8
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Cr Thompson’s remarks in opposing the changes brought
a swift response in the “Essendon Gazette” the following
week in a letter from “One of the Women In Industry”
who wrote

The factory buildings were located at the eastern end of the
property and land fronting Fawkner Street remained
vacant.

(Essendon Gazette, 3 October 1935)

The factory was occupied by Qualitaire Mills (1961-1979)
and Invicta Blankets (1980-1990).

In March 1960 the property was sold to Throwster
“What a piece of statesmanlike logic! Would Councillor Thompson
Properties Pty Ltd who, in 1965, sold off four blocks of
be prepared to go a little further and state his reasons why ‘females’
land at the western end, each measuring 130 feet in depth
should be denied the right of earning their own livings? If Councillor and with frontages of 152 feet to Fawkner Street. Lots 2, 3
Thompson is so ‘Early Victorian’ as to make the obvious retort – as and 4 are now utilised by Boundy’s IGA Grocery Business
whisker-covered as it is ludicrous – ‘that woman’s place is in the
as a car-park. Three storey flats (Fawkner Court) were built
home’ - then he is not very well up in his industrial history”
on Lot 1 in 1970.

While all of this drama was proceeding, Drs Sutherland and
Newing retained the Buckley Street frontage of their
Aberfeldie land investment with a depth of 100 feet to
Vida and Fawkner Streets and sold the land at the rear,
measuring 605 feet by 221 feet (3 acres) to the Aberfoyle
Manufacturing Company who commenced building the
factory.
Sutherland and Newing subdivided the Buckley Street
frontage into 17 lots and advertised it for sale as
The Aberfoyle Estate (LP14240).

In 1990 it became a Service Centre for Josh Sady’s
Essendon Toyota. In 2009 Essendon Toyota vacated the
Aberfeldie factory and moved to new premises in
Essendon Fields. The factory buildings were demolished in
that year and the land became vacant.
It was used temporarily in 2019 by the students of
Ave Maria College while new school buildings were being
erected.
An Aged Care facility is currently being erected on the site.

In spite of the decision by the Mayor and Councillors at
that meeting the battle was far from over.
Miss Ellen Donaldson Ramsay, a spinster daughter of the
late John Ramsay, who was residing in her mansion
“Clydebank” adjoining the proposed factory site, and
William Phillip Phillips, challenged the new By-law 83.
They took their objection to Practice Court seeking an
injunction to restrain the Aberfoyle Manufacturing
Company (Aust) and John R and E Seculla (contractors)
from continuing with the erection of the factory on the site
in question and an order for the removal of that part of the
building which has been commenced. Chief Justice
(Sir Frederick Mann), found in their favour and quashed
the new By-law 83.
The Council, in December 1935, created a new By-law 84
(as an amendment to By-law 71) which provided for an
addition to the existing factory area in Buckley Street.

The Toyota Service
Centre
2009

The site being used
by Ave Maria College
in 2018

Miss Ramsay took her objection to the High Court of
Australia which was heard on 26 November 1935.
Judgment was reserved until 13 December when the matter
was finally decided in the Court of Equity. The three judges
ruled in favour of the Council and Miss Ramsay’s bid failed
on a 2-1 ruling.
The Aberfoyle Factory was finally completed and opened
on 4 April 1936 by Lieut-Col T. W. White, the Federal
Minister for Customs, and operated for 25 years.
Page 9

Clearing the site in
2020 in preparation
for the construction
of an Aged Care
facility
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The Tent was named “The Essendon Tent” and was
allocated the number 264 by the District Officers.

**FRIENDLY SOCIETIES **
THE INDEPENDENT ORDER
OF RECHABITES
by Bob Chalmers

Bro. J. Timms was elected as the first Chief Ruler with
Bro. W. Blundell his Deputy. The first Secretary was
Bro. D. C. Hill and W. Gilbertson the inaugural
Treasurer.

The Independent Order of Rechabites (I.O.R.), a
fraternal organisation and Friendly Society, was founded
on 25 August 1835 at Salford (Lancashire), named after
Rechab, the leader of the Rechabites, an ancient tribe
mentioned in the Holy Bible in the Book of Jeremiah
Chapter 35. The members of this tribe lived in tents.
They were instructed to keep out of cities where
corruption existed and were forbidden from drinking
alcoholic beverages. (Jeremiah 35:19 “Ye shall drink no
wine, neither ye nor your sons forever”.

The Meeting agreed to hold regularly fortnightly
meetings at the same venue. In 1887 the fortnightly
meetings were held in the Friendly Society Hall on the
north side of Puckle Street.
In later times the meetings were held regularly on a
Quarterly basis and were held in other locations.
In the early 1960s they were held in the old manse of
the St. Johns Presbyterian Church and later moved, to
the Ladies’ Room adjoining the St. Johns Sunday School
Hall.

Following these principles, Rechabite Lodges became
known as Tents. Its members were to be “persons of
good moral character, free from lameness or disorder,
of any religious persuasion, who shall be members of
the Temperance Society”.

A Junior Tent was formed in December 1885 with
Bros. C. H. Wood and B. E. Newey the
Superintendents. It was known as “The Queen of
Essendon Junior Tent”. Bro. W. J. Penberthy promoted
the principles of the organisation by visiting local
schools to teach the advantages of being a teetotaller
and the dangers of alcoholic drinks.

From the meeting held in England over 180 years ago
the Rechabites spread to other countries to become the
To become members of the I.O.R. candidates had to
largest and oldest Total Abstinence Society.
sign a pledge stating that they will not partake of
The first Tent of the Order in Australia was established alcoholic liquor. From a practical point of view,
in Sydney in 1839 and quickly expanded throughout
membership entitlements included access to hospital
Australia and New Zealand. It was the first Friendly
and medical benefits and funeral benefits which were
Society to open its doors to women. The first Tent in
very important in the days prior to Government
Victoria was formed on 25 January 1847 and the
assistance through Medicare. Medical supplies could be
Victorian District of Rechabites (District No 82) was
obtained at greatly reduced rates through Friendly
formed on 28 January 1861.
Society Dispensaries located in Leake Street, North
Essendon and Shuter Street Moonee Ponds. There was
A BRIEF HISTORY OF ESSENDON
also, however, the social opportunity to participate in
TENT NO. 264 (I.O.R.)
social activities such as socials, picnics and indoor
bowls.
On 21 December, 1882 a number of men met in the
newly built Primitive Methodist Church on the corner
of Mount Alexander Road and Buckley Street (later to
become the South Essendon Methodist Church), with
seven officers from the Independent Order of
Rechabites, to form a Tent to serve the people of
Essendon.

Members also formed an influential pressure group
when required, in relation to changes to hotel
regulations and licensing laws, an example being the
1956 Referendum to determine opening hours for
hotels and licensed premises (the Stick to Six in Fifty Six
Campaign).

After producing medical certificates paying a fee and
receiving instructions on how to be officers of a
Rechabite Tent, the District Officers produced a
dispensation Form, and the Essendon Tent was formed.

Essendon Tent No. 264 celebrated its 75th Anniversary
on 18, 22 and 24 November 1957 which included a
United Tent Meeting, a Family Night and a Church
Parade.
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.The Family night featured entertainment provided by
ventriloquist Ron Blaskett and his popular doll, Gerry
Gee – the final engagement before Blaskett was
contracted exclusively to television station GTV9.

OUR 51st DINNER MEETING
(photographs by Emma Thege)

Centenary Anniversary Celebrations were held in
November 1982.

Mick Colaci in earnest conversation with our guest speaker Graeme
Davison

Tom Morgan, Gail Armstrong, Julie and Terry Scott and Marleene
Hebden

The Certificate above was presented to my father,
Herbert Chalmers, when he became a member of the
“Queen of Essendon” Junior Tent No. 260 (IOR) on
6 December 1930. at the age of 14. He later became a
member of the Essendon Tent (No. 264), being the
third generation of the Chalmers family to do so. His
grandfather and father had both joined when they
moved to Moonee Ponds in 1900.
CIVIL AVIATION AND AIRWAYS MUSEUM
OPEN DAY

Three of our helpers—Carol Edwards, Heather Elliott and Pam
Shea—all masked up

The above museum will hold its annual Open Day on
Saturday, 4 September which will mark the Centenary
of the Essendon Aerodrome. A new photographic
exhibition on the airport’s history will be a feature of
the day which will also include guided walking tours of
the historic Wirraway Road hangar precinct.
For more information see their Facebook page at

Elaine Brogan thanks Graeme Davison for his talk

facebook.com/airwaysmuseum.
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NEW MEMBERS

It is a great pleasure to be able to
welcome the following members who
have joined the Essendon Historical
Society in the past couple of months.
DAVID HOPE (Ascot Vale)
MEL MOORE (Ascot Vale)
DARREN BARTLEY (Ascot Vale)
GEORGINA DUCKETT
(Essendon)
SIMON TRANTER (Essendon)

The EHS Committee reserves
the right to determine the
content and circulation of its
Newsletter.
The EHS Committee has agreed
that copies of the EHS
Newsletter from previous years
may eventually be published on
the Essendon Historical Society
website.
The editor of the EHS Newsletter
will at all times ensure that the
material which is presented for
publication is credited to the
author, and that major changes
will not be made to the material
without the permission of the
author.

We hope that each of you enjoys your
membership with the Essendon
Historical Society and we look forward
Contributors who submit articles
to meeting up with you at a General
do so on the understanding of the
Meeting or other EHS activities.
terms stated above.

© 2021 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without
permission of the Essendon Historical Society.

APPEAL FOR ITEMS

The EHS Newsletter, produced five
times each year, is an important
vehicle for keeping members up to
date with events and activities which
are being organised by the Society.
However, it is also important that it
contains interesting material relating
to the district and its rich history, of
which each of you is a part. I urge
you to seriously consider composing
an article for our next publication.
It will be gratefully received.
The Editor
EHS Postal Address
Please note that all correspondence
should be addressed to:
The Secretary, (EHS)
P.O. Box 557
Essendon, 3040

Meetings
The Society meets February to
November at the Moonee Ponds
Court House Museum (cnr Mt
Alexander Road & Kellaway
Avenue) on the fourth Tuesday of
the month unless otherwise
notified.
Court House Museum
The Moonee Ponds Court House
Museum is open each Sunday
afternoon (2.00—5.00 pm) between
January and early December (except
Easter Sunday), or by special
arrangement.

The Newsletter
The deadline for the next EHS
Newsletter is Friday 24 Sept. 2021.
Material forwarded before this date
would be greatly appreciated.
Members are encouraged to provide
items of local interest.
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***COMING EVENTS***
TUESDAY 24 AUGUST
at
MOONEE PONDS COURT
HOUSE
commencing at 7.30 pm
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
*****

TUESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
at
MOONEE PONDS COURT
HOUSE
commencing at 7.30 pm
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
*****

TUESDAY 26 OCTOBER
at
MOONEE PONDS COURT
HOUSE
Commencing at 7.30 pm
GUEST SPEAKER
Margaret Fleming
“THE FLEMING FAMILY”
(district pioneers)

EHS Contact Details
PRESIDENT:
Bob Chalmers

Ph: 9379 2750

SECRETARY:
Hayden Williams

Ph: 0417 559 086

TREASURER:
Terry Scott

Ph: 0418 511 408

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Bob Chalmers
Ph: 9379 2750
Email address:
bchalmers7@bigpond.com

