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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

for the year ending 30 June, 2021 

It gives me great pleasure to present the 
President’s Report of the Essendon 
Historical Society for the financial year  
2020-2021. 

2020 was our 50th Anniversary Year. 
However, because of circumstances 
beyond our control, it became by far 
our most disrupted and disappointing 
year on record. 

The Corona-19 virus, that took hold all 
over the World, forced us to cancel 
most of our planned events.   

Our 2019 -2020 Annual General 
Meeting set down for 25th August 
2020 had to be postponed and did not 
take place until February2021. 

Our 50th Anniversary Dinner, 
originally proposed for June 2020, was 
deferred until October. Again, the 
Dinner had to be postponed and 
ultimately cancelled. 

During the Covid lock-down period the 
Essendon Historical Society 
Committee was able to meet only once. 
However, committee members kept in 
touch via email and telephone where 
necessary. They agreed, under the 
circumstances, to extend their year of 
service until the 2019-2020 Annual 
General Meeting could be held. 

Consumer Affairs regulations required 
EHS Secretary, Hayden Williams, to 
communicate with the Department to 
request an extension of time for 
submission of reports.  An extension 
was granted until the end of February 
2021. We are very grateful for the work 
of our Secretary in keeping us informed 

of the many Government rules that we 
had to observe in relation to the many 
ever-changing pandemic rules. 

EHS received many requests via email 
from the public for information relating 
to our district which kept our 
researchers busy.   

I would especially like to thank Alex 
Bragiola for the research he undertook 
and the information he provided in 
response to these enquiries. 

Hayden Williams and Mary Cahill took 
part in a Zoom Meeting organised by 
Rosemary Cameron (Executive Officer 
of the Royal Historical Society).  This 
was held late in October to inform us 
how to establish electronic meetings. 

Hayden Williams took part in a Zoom 
Program (25 March, 2021) organised 
by the RHSV and the Genealogical 
Society of Victoria on preparing a 
PowerPoint presentation featuring 
highlights of the history of the district 
and resources available through our 
Society.  Thank you, Hayden, for 
representing us on this occasion and for 
your excellent production. 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting for 2019-
2020 was finally held at the Court 
House on Tuesday, 23rd February, 
2021, just after Lockdown 3 (February 
13-17). Under strict Covid restrictions 
the meeting was limited to a maximum 
of 40 members. 



The Election resulted in the members 
of the Committee of Management for 
2019-2020 being re-elected  
for 2020-2021 as follows:- 

President:           Bob Chalmers 
Vice-President:   Kelsey Collins 
Secretary:  Hayden Williams 
Treasurer:           Terry Scott 
Committee:           Greg Thege, 
Elaine Brogan OAM,  
Bill Mundy,           Lyndall Byrne 

Members of the Committee were 
thanked by the attendees for their 
valuable contribution to the success of 
the EHS over the past twelve months.   

I am very grateful to our Secretary and 
Treasurer for the work done throughout 
the year.  

Hayden Williams, in his first year of 
office, has carried out his duties as 
Secretary in a most professional 
manner in spite of the difficulties that 
we have faced and Terry Scott has 
continued to give outstanding service 
as Treasurer and also in a number of 
other roles. 

Two highlights of the February 23rd 
Meeting, which stood out, were: 

Being able to meet as a group again 
after six months of inactivity. 

Awarding a Life Membership to our 
Vice-President, Kelsey Collins.  Kelsey 
joined the EHS in 2009 and has served 
on the Committee for nine years, the 
past five as Vice-President, and has 
given outstanding service to the 
Society in many ways. 

 

 

The Citation outlining Kelsey’s service 
was read by Mary Cahill who 
nominated her on behalf of the EHS 
Committee. She received a Life 
Membership Badge and a framed 
certificate.  Congratulations, Kelsey, on 
receiving this honour. 

At the March 2021 Committee Meeting 
Mary Cahill was co-opted to join the 
Committee in the capacity of 
Restoration Manager – a task she has 
previously carried out most effectively.   

Mary has also done a great job in 
meticulously collating and filing the 
documents relating to the fire and the 
restoration material for future 
reference. Thank you, Mary, for your 
continued and valued support. 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

We were able to conduct four General 
Meetings - including our Annual 
Dinner - during the 2020-2021 year. 

23 March, 2021  
Guest Speaker:- Roger Meyer  
Topic:-Aviation Historical Society. 
 
27 April, 2021 
Guest Speaker:-Dr Madonna Grahan  
Topic:-The Marrison Family, 
    Pharmacists. 
 
25 May, 2021 
Guest Speaker:- Dr Alice Garner 
          and her father 
Topic:-Fanny Finch. 
 
22 June, 2021 – Annual Dinner 
Guest Speaker:-Graeme Davison AO 
Topic:-The Value of Local History. 
 
 
 



THE ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner was held at the 
Gannawarra Function Centre, Keilor 
Road, North Essendon, and was very 
well attended by members and friends. 
It was a most enjoyable occasion and 
those in attendance greatly appreciated 
the talk given by Emeritus Professor 
Graeme Davison. 

Special thanks must be extended to 
Julie Scott, ably supported by her 
husband, Terry, for organising the 
Dinner, and to Terry for acting again as 
MC.  

Thanks also to Paul and Carolyn 
Edwards and their helpers from the 
North Essendon Uniting Church for 
looking after us on the night. 

EHS SUB-COMMITTEES 

I wish to convey my special thanks to 
the members of the 50th Anniversary   
Sub-Committee – Elaine Brogan OAM, 
Alison and Malcolm McNab, Greg and 
Emma Thege, Lyndall Byrne and Eve 
Park – who met at the McNab home on 
a number of occasions to plan events 
for our big year.  Unfortunately, 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic, the  
50th Anniversary Dinner had to be 
cancelled. 

Thank you also to the members of the 
Cataloguing Sub-Committee . –  
Judy Maddigan (Chair), Anna Denham, 
Anna Maree Malmgren,  
Rod McLennan and Zelma Riddell.  

This group continued to meet at the 
Court House each Monday morning 
when possible. However, like our other 
groups, they experienced a much 
disrupted year.  

OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE 
MOONEE VALLEY COUNCIL 

The shared arrangements with the City 
of Moonee Valley Council commenced 
operating early in 2020 and is proving 
to be very successful.  A number of 
Induction Sessions were held, mainly 
with staff of the Moonee Valley 
Libraries, and they have expressed their 
pleasure in being able to use our 
facilities.  Mary Cahill, with assistance 
from others, spent a lot of time putting 
together the Court House Manual and 
organising the Induction Sessions as 
required. 

MEMBERSHIP 

In spite of the disruption to our 
activities during the year we have still 
maintained a healthy membership and 
have welcomed twenty-one new 
members who we hope will remain 
with us for many years to come.  Our 
membership, including Life Members, 
stands at 172. 

VALE 

 
Rod,  Judy,  Zelma,  Eve,  Anna 

 
Sadly, during the Covid lockdown we 
lost one of our dearest members, Zelma 
Riddell.  Zelma, who was in her 95th 
year, passed away in hospital on  
1st October 2020.  She had been an 
active EHS member for 35 years and a 
great supporter.   



She had served on the EHS Committee 
for six years from 1987 to 1993 and, at 
the time of her death, was a member of 
the Cataloguing Sub-Committee.  
Zelma was made a Life Member of the 
EHS in 2007. 

VALE 

Lindsay Braden, who had been 
involved with the EHS in past years, 
also died during the lock-down period. 

A GENEROUS BEQUEST 

We were very grateful to learn in 
March 2021 that EHS was the recipient 
of a most generous bequest from the 
estate of the late John Williams.  John 
had served on the Essendon City 
Council for ten years and was Mayor of 
Essendon in 1966-1968.  John’s 
generous gift should enable EHS to 
continue its work for many years into 
the future.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

John Williams 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 Only four Newsletters were published 
during the year. Little was able to 
happen because of the virus and the 
various lock-downs.  Unfortunately, at 
this time, the Editor had an unexpected 
illness and hospitalisation in late 
September. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Overall, July 2020-June 2021 - our 
50th year, has been a very challenging 
one and it is disappointing that we were 
forced to cancel many of our planned 
activities.  However, we are very 
grateful that our members have 
continued to support us through all our 
difficulties. 

Moving into our 51st Year we are 
aware of the importance of forward 
planning and the need of new personnel 
on our Committee.  Several members 
of the current Committee plan to step 
down after serving the EHS well for 
many years. The challenge is to find 
EHS members who are prepared to join 
the Committee and bring some fresh 
ideas that we can implement. We 
would be pleased if interested members 
joined the Committee. We have great 
facilities, a sound financial position and 
good, stable membership. We just need 
new people to lead us into our next 
phase. 

Bob Chalmers 
President 

  

 



RESTORATION REPORT 

In July, 2020, our intentions for the 
coming year were: 

 To complete the ‘fine tuning’ of 
the newly restored Court House 
and 

 To consolidate the relationship 
with the MVCC through the 
implementation of the 
EHS/MVCC licence agreement 
which enabled MVCC to operate 
programs in the Court House. 

Unfortunately, our plans were severely 
disrupted by COVID but nevertheless 
there was some progress towards 
achievement of our aims. 

Fine Tuning of the  
Court House building 

In the Sam Merrifield Room, new 
shelving and a stationery cupboard 
were installed.  A new photocopier was 
purchased since ink cartridges for the 
old copier could no longer be obtained. 

The spotlights in the court room were 
refocussed so that the light did not 
shine directly into the eyes of the 
audience. Repainting of the exterior 
railings and doors has occurred. 

In the court room, protective covers 
were placed on the three original tables 
used by the magistrates, barristers and 
members of the press.  Over the years 
names of individuals (possibly bored 
personnel!) have been carved into the 
surfaces of these tables.  The new 
covers are transparent so that these 
historic carvings are now visible.  

Terry Scott organised the direct, 
automatic connection of the Court 
House alarm system to 000 should the 

smoke alarms be activated.  Several 
fire-fighters from the Ascot Vale Fire 
Station have visited the Court House to 
familiarise themselves with the 
building.   

Terry has also had ongoing 
consultations with specialists to 
improve the court room audio-visual 
system which has been unreliable at 
times. 

Throughout the year we have been 
concerned with dampness on the 
exterior of the north and east walls.  
Various drainage / plumbing 
professionals have been employed to 
identify the source of the dampness.  
Whilst the situation has not been fully 
resolved, it has improved.   When the 
walls have dried sufficiently, the 
tuckpointing will be completed. 

Throughout COVID, Bob Chalmers 
has kept a watchful eye on the building. 
We have continued to employ cleaners 
at the Court House but on reduced 
hours given that MVCC staff have not 
been able to use the building for their 
programs. A maintenance schedule for 
both the interior and exterior of the 
Court House has been drafted. 

We received good publicity with 
articles in the RHSV News and the Law 
Institute Journal regarding the 
Restoration of the Court House. 

Partnership with MVCC 

The Moonee Ponds Court House  
Sub-committee is responsible for the 
implementation of the licence granted 
by EHS to the MVCC for the sharing 
of the Court House.   

This Sub-committee met in June 2021.   



Three representatives from each of 
EHS and MVCC attended this meeting.  

Statements regarding the licence and 
the Purpose and Responsibilities of the 
Committee were reaffirmed.  The 
meeting agreed to minor changes in the 
emergency procedures. 

Prior to the interruptions of COVID, 
the MVCC was using the Court House 
for various interest groups such as 
craft, meditation, book club and family 
history.  Whenever the Court House is 
open, an inducted person - either an 
EHS member or MVCC staff member - 
must be in attendance. So far, about 
twenty MVCC staff members have 
been inducted in the use of the Court 
House and the responsibilities of a Key 
Holder. It has been agreed that EHS 
will run regular induction sessions on 
the second Thursday of each month.  
An operational Handbook for the Court 
House has been produced and is kept 
updated.   

EHS was very sorry to hear that Justine 
Hanna, the Team Leader at the Sam 
Merrifield Library, was moving to 
Geelong.  Justine was a major 
contributor to the formulation of the 
licence agreement and will be missed. 

Overall, the partnership between EHS 
and MVCC is working well.  It is 
hoped that a visit to the Court House by 
the Moonee Valley Councillors can be 
organised in the near future. 

Documenting the Restorations 
Following the 2016 fire, one of the 
difficulties in the Restoration of the 
Court House has been the lack of 
information about previous restorative 
work.  

Hence, I’ve written a summary of the 
work completed in the Restoration  
(2012 – 2016) and in the Restoration 
(2016 – 2021). Details, such as the 
names of tradespeople, sources of 
materials, costs, paint colours, drainage 
etc. have been recorded and will be 
very useful in future repairs and 
planning.   

EHS acknowledges that major support 
for the Court House was provided 
through the Living Heritage Grant 
Program of the current State 
Government. 

 *       *       * 

The Moonee Ponds Court House has 
been restored as a significant heritage 
building.  Sharing of the Court House 
with MVCC provides financial security 
for EHS and provides for the upkeep 
and protection of the building. It has 
been a pleasure to observe the increase 
in the community use and appreciation 
of this heritage site.   

I have been very grateful for the 
sterling efforts and sustained 
commitment of Bob Chalmers, Terry 
Scott and Julie Scott throughout this 
project. 

For myself, it has indeed been a 
privilege to be involved for ten years in 
the Restorations of the Moonee Ponds 
Court House. 

Mary Cahill 
Restoration Manager 

 

 

 

 



CATALOGUING SUB-COMMITTEE 

REPORT 2020-2021 

Thanks to Anne Hillier, Rod 
McLennan, Anna Maree Malmgren and 
Anna Denham for their great efforts 
this year. 

We are very pleased to have two data 
bases now which, hopefully, will speed 
up the cataloguing process. 

We have also implemented a 
numbering system to ensure that the 
items are correctly identified. 

The files have now been put back, in 
their correct alphabetical order, in the 
Sam Merrifield Room. 

If any other EHS members would like 
to learn the computer data system they 
are welcome to join us on a Monday 
morning. 

Judy Maddigan 
EHS Cataloguing Sub-Committee 
 
 

 
 

City of Essendon 
Plaques 

 

MEMORY LANE GARDEN 

The Memory Lane Garden has 
survived all the rigours of the building 
restoration process and has had a major 
clean to bring it back to public view in 
good condition.  A few tiles suffered 
minor damage but have since been 
replaced. 

The Garden has many tiles donated by 
John Williams (former Essendon 
Mayor).  John wished to acknowledge 
people who contributed much to the 
Essendon district.   

We still see many people stopping to 
look at the tiles and often recognising 
many of the names.   

Many thanks go to Michael Barette of 
“Earth n Grass” for his high quality 
work installing and cleaning tiles as 
well as maintaing the garden.   

His work is greatly appreciated. 

EHS is still receiving enquiries for tiles 
and we currently have orders with the 
engravers. 

All orders, histories of  those honoured 
and details of the tiles are with the 
Cataloguing Sub-Committee and are 
now held on the EHS data base. 
 
Julie Scott 
Memory Lane Garden Co-ordinator 

 



RECOGNITION AWARD 2021 

 
 

At the EHS meeting in May, 2021, Mary Cahill, Bob Chalmers  
and Terry Scott were presented with Recognition Awards by DELWP  

(Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning). 

The citation is: 

“In recognition of your outstanding contribution to the local community” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

   
 

 

Items on display in the 
Court House 

Section of burnt ceiling 
beam (above) 

Burnt plaster mouldings, 
original 1890 linoleum 
and off-cuts of timber 

mouldings (right) 



TREASURER’S FINANCE REPORT  
 

Financial Year 2020-2021 
 

I have much pleasure in submitting my report for the financial year, 2020-2021. 

Yet another year has literally flown past and what an exciting year it has been.  
Quite apart from the COVID restrictions, we have been extremely fortuitous to 
receive a wonderful bequest from a former mayor of the City of Essendon, John 
Williams.  This is a very welcome and generous gift which is greatly appreciated. 

Our accounts have been reviewed by Hughes, O’Dea Corredig Pty Ltd.  They have 
concluded that the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial 
position of the Essendon Historical Society as at 30th June, 2021, and of its 
financial performance for the year ended 30th June, 2021. 

The full copy of their report is held by the EHS Secretary. 

Terry Scott 

Honorary Treasurer 

 

  



 

Cast Iron ceiling vent severely burnt in the 2016 fire 
 

 
 

Court House Fire and Restoration 
Photo display 



 

 

 

2020  -  2021 

The   

COVID-19 

Lockdown Years 

Melbourne, Victoria 

 


