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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

Hi Members, 

I would like to take this opportunity of extending warm 

greetings to you all and trust that you are all coping well in 

your own way with the frustrating restrictions forced upon 

us by the COVID-19 Pandemic. I was hoping that by the 

time this Newsletter was due we would be looking at ways 

of returning to some form of normality but unfortunately 

we are facing a greater crisis now than what we were facing 

in April. 

We were fortunate to be able to have a Committee Meeting 

on 20 June following the lifting of Stage 3 Restrictions but 

shortly after this the second wave hit us and we have been 

unable to meet since. 

Our Treasurer, Terry Scott, Mary Cahill and I spent some 

time going through the EHS By-Laws and Policy        

Statements to bring them in line with our new shared    

arrangements with the City of Moonee Valley. These       

up-dated documents were presented to the members of the 

EHS Committee and were accepted at the June meeting. 

Thanks to Terry for printing and compiling the amended 

copies for members of the Committee. 

It was also agreed that an amount of $200 be donated to 

the North Park Heritage Community Association to assist 

them in their battle to fight over development of the 

North Park mansion site in Woodland Street, Strathmore. 

Like everything else, discussions on the future of the site 

have been stalled somewhat by the coronavirus, but the 

group is receiving strong support.  

Our Restoration Manager, Mary Cahill brings you up to 

date in what has been happening at the Court House since 

our last Newsletter in her report on Page 4. 

Our skilled craftsman, Mark Lalor, made two matching 

tables for the Ted Smith Room which will enable our   

Cataloguing Sub-Committee members to work in greater 

comfort when they are able to resume.  

GOLDEN JUBILEE DINNER 

Unfortunately the 50th Anniversary Dinner which was 

proposed for 27 October, seems almost certain to be   

postponed again. The likelihood of “Windy Hill” being in 

operation and holding functions by this time is 

most .unlikely. There is no guarantee that large gatherings 

will be permitted by then. We may, unless things change 

dramatically, have to celebrate our Golden Jubilee in 2021.   

 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting was to have been held at the 

Court House Museum on 25 August 2020. However, due 

to the COVID-19 virus and the current lock-down, this 

will have to be postponed until such time that the         

restrictions are lifted and it is safe for us to conduct a 

meeting of members. At this stage it is impossible to     

suggest when this might occur. Until such time that the 

AGM can be held the current Committee of Management 

will continue to manage the affairs of the Essendon      

Historical Society. 

All members will receive notification of the date of the 

Annual General Meeting in accordance with the            

requirements of the Department of Consumer Affairs 

when we are in a position to conduct meetings again. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

All members will receive a Membership Renewal form for 

2020-21 in the mail shortly. Membership Fees remain the 

same as for the previous year ($30-00 per single, $50-00 for  

dual membership and $20-00 for student concession).         

NEW MEMBER 

We would like to extend a welcome to our new member, 

Styfan Siryj of Essendon. I hope that we will have a 

chance of meeting up with you at one of our activities 

down the track, Styfan, when circumstances change. 

STOLEN PLAQUES 

Some of our members who exercise along the banks of the 

Maribyrnong River noticed several months ago that the 

plaques on the trees in The Boulevard naming the ships 

lost in the Battle of Jutland in 1915 had been removed. 

These were stolen by some unscrupulous individual/s for 

the resale of the metal. I have been assured that these will 

be replaced by the City of Moonee Valley Council. 

Trees were planted on the River in 1920 by members of 

the Essendon River League to recognise the importance of 

the Battle of Jutland—the most important naval battle of 

WWI between the German forces and the Allied Troops.  

I hope you enjoy reading Newsletter No 255. Special 

thanks to Judy Maddigan, Peter Willoughby, Lorraine 

Rogers, Julie Scott and Nancy Blitz who responded to my 

plea for Newsletter articles. These were gratefully received. 

Bob Chalmers (President) 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE EHS       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

EHS Member, Nancy Blitz, has recently published a 

book about the DC3 that made the first TAA flight    

between Melbourne and Sydney on 9 September 1946. It 

was named “Hawdon” after explorer, James  Hawdon.  

The book is titled "Hawdon" and it is the story of TAA's first 
airplane.  This particular DC3 flew TAA's first service in 
1946.  The book details the life story of the airplane right up 
to the present day.  The book is actually a rewrite of my   
earlier book but with new illustrations, new information and 
easy to read type font. A lot of information was derived from 
my years as a team member involved in the restoration to 
flying condition in 1987-8.  I was involved as a team member 
from 1987 until 2002.  I enjoyed many trips around the   
country in Hawdon during this time.   
The book took me two years to write and it was a useful  
distraction from my mother's death. Unfortunately she did 
not live long enough to see the completed product.  

 
Hawdon, which was mounted in an arch in a parking lot at 
Melbourne’s Tullamarine Airport from 1979 to 1987, is now 
in the care of the Historical Aircraft Restoration Society 
(HARS). It has been used for air-shows, promotions and 
movies and is now located at the HARS Museum at Shell 
Harbour Airport, N.S.W. 
 
The book is available through HARS at a cost of $25-00.   
 
 
 

In 1918 the Education Department purchased a block of 
land in the Devonshire Estate which had previously been an 
orchard for an amount of £1,585 as the site for a proposed 
State School in North Essendon. An existing house on the 
property was relocated to the corner of Keilor Road and 
McCulloch Street and plans for a school building to 
accommodate 200 pupils at a cost of £2,750 was planned.  
Constraints due to the War caused delays prompting the 
North Essendon & District Progress Association to write 
letters to the Government in March 1919 urging immediate 
action. This finally resulted in tenders being called in June 
1919 and a contract let for four rooms 26 feet6 inches x 24 
feet and an office of 27 feet 8 inches x 19 feet.  Local master-
builder, A. W. Richardson, accepted the contract with a 
completion date of  9 January 1920. However, it was not 
completed until July 1920. 
On 1 September, 1920 Phillip E. Smyth, formerly a teacher at 
Essendon State School No 483, was appointed as Temporary 
Head Teacher and the Official Opening took place on 9 
September with 197 children attending. Richad H. Trembath 
of St Arnaud was appointed as the permament Head Teacher 
and took charge of the school from 20 September  1920.  
  

“HAWDON” 

T.A.A.’s First Airplane 

By Nancy Blitz 

One Hundred Years of  Education 

The Centenary of the North Essendon S. S. 
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COURT HOUSE 

RESTORATION REPORT 

by Mary Cahill 

(Restoration Manager) 

 

 

 

 

As you will be aware, due to COVID-19 the Court House 

has remained closed to the public and large meetings of 

EHS members.  The work of the Cataloguing              

Subcommittee has also been halted.  In addition, since 

MVCC staff have ceased most of their face to face        

operations, they have not begun their regular part-time use 

of the Court House. 

Unfortunately, COVID-19 has also hindered our progress 

towards completion of various minor works at the Court 

House.  As mentioned in the last newsletter, we have been 

concerned about several damp patches on the brickwork 

on the north and east walls.  We are hopeful that recent 

remedial action undertaken by the builder will solve the 

problems.  The impact of this action will be apparent after 

the occurrence of rain.  We are uncertain as to when the 

electrician will be able to attend to adjust the direction of 

the spotlighting in the courtroom. 

We have been planning what items should form part of 

the permanent display on the courtroom walls.  As you 

may know the 1866 Nettleton frame containing fourteen 

photographs has been installed on the west wall.  Recently 

the two large frames containing images of early Essendon 

Borough Councillors (1885) and Essendon Town       

councillors (1890) have been placed on the east wall. 

We have received some additional positive publicity. The 

restored Court House was featured on the cover of the 

June edition of History News, the newsletter of the Royal 

Historic Society of Victoria.  In my article I was able to 

use the opportunity to once again thank those Victorian 

historical societies who had generously given donations to 

our Restoration Appeal. 

The water damaged north wall of the Court House  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essendon Borough Councillors (1885) 

This large frame of Councillors taken at the time of the 

opening of the Moonee Ponds Town Hall, was beautifully 

restored by Denis Kosnar. The frame was totally destroyed 

by the fire in June 2016 but fortunately the original images 

had been replaced with copies enabling them to be        

reproduced.  

 

 

Demand for the Society’s assistance remains strong in 
COVID-19 times. 
 
You can expect new house owners to request the date of 
construction of their residences and after all that is how I 
ended up joining the EHS. However, requests can be quite 
wide ranging.  Since I joined the Committee as Secretary  
research queries have included: 

Commercial — 6   
(Rose Street Essendon, Ascot Vale wheelwright, Ascot 
Vale Hotel, Union Road Ascot Vale Pram Shop, 
Strathmore Hardware Store) 
Residences — 12 
Infrastructure — 7  
(Newmarket Saleyards, Clocktower, Mount Alexander 
Road, Flemington Bridge, Fairbairn Park and        
Temperance Township) 
Plaques and statues — 2 
School related queries — 2 

 
The assistance from Bob Chalmers and Alex Bragiola has 
been invaluable in meeting these requests and I am        
enjoying learning more about our history. 
 
By Hayden Williams (Secretary) 

A REPORT FROM THE SECRETARY 
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Wow! With the above hard hitting words that are so     
inappropriate in the 2020 world of peacetime Australia, 
this style of newspaper headline was used to encourage the 
young people of Victoria to contribute their pocket money 
to an unusual form of fundraising effort during WW11. 
This was the ‘Stamp out the Jap’, Penny-a-Plane campaign, 
perhaps the most novel of the multitude of patriotic   
fundraising appeals conducted during the war. 
 
While age was no barrier to participation in this appeal, the 
focus was on capturing the imaginations and interests of 
young people with the intention of enticing them to raid 
their money boxes, piggy banks and empty their trouser 
pockets and little purses for the small unit amounts      
required to take part in it. 
 
The proceeds of this fundraiser were for the Australian 
Comforts Fund, Victorian Division, a volunteer mainly 
female staffed civilian organisation officially accredited to 
the Forces by the Australian Government to provide free 
comforts and amenities to ‘fit and well’ Australian military 
personnel at home and abroad. It was the role of the   
Australian Red Cross to care for the sick, the injured and 
the prisoners of war. From public donations and        
fundraising appeals the Fund purchased and provided   
mobile and fixed theatre and canteen services,              
embarkation kits for departing troops containing soap, 
razor blades, toothpaste, toothbrushes, reading and writing 
materials, spare socks, singlets and handkerchiefs. Food 
packages and Christmas hampers were prepared and     
despatched to those in military service. 
 
The appeal, launched by the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, 
Councillor T.S. Nettlefold, on 29th September 1942, was 
based on an innovative fundraising brainwave by a group 
of British expatriates in Argentina. In the early stages of 
the war in Europe they had formed themselves into a club 
called the Fellowship of the Bellows for the purpose of 
assisting the British war effort. Each member of this 
group resolved to donate an amount of money to a special 
fund to purchase aircraft for the Royal Air Force for every 
enemy plane destroyed. For their continued membership 
in the club and ongoing participation in the scheme they 
were rewarded with unusual club titles and badges. 
 
The Victorian version of that appeal, with the theme song 
of ‘Stamp out the Jap’, was intended to operate until 500 
Japanese aircraft had been destroyed. It involved stamp 
collecting, hence the ‘Stamp’ in the theme song, and five 
fictitious Air Force ranks with the reward of a special 
badge for each rank attained. Those ranks in ascending 
order were: flight sergeant, fighter pilot, bomber pilot, 
squadron leader and wing commander. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campaign 

Badges 

 

 

On each day of the campaign, the American Headquarters 
would issue a tally of Japanese aircraft downed in the    
previous 24 hours to the Lord Mayor for publishing in 
newspapers, broadcasting on radio and announcing at 
theatres. A running tally of enemy aircraft losses was 
maintained in the press. 
 
The participants would then purchase a special penny 
stamp for each enemy loss and affix it to a particular rank 
card that was divided into 100 squares, one stamp per 
square for each plane destroyed. When the first card of 
100 stamps was completed it was returned to the          
distributing agent who issued a rank badge for the      
completed card and issued the next rank card. The process 
continued until five cards were completed on the          
destruction of 500 Japanese planes. 
 
The stamps and cards were available from newsagencies, 
business houses, stores and theatres with each numbered 
card registered to the subscriber. At one penny per stamp 
the contribution was eight shillings and four pence per 
card and two pounds, one shilling and sixpence to become 
a Wing Commander. 
 
To encourage citizens to join in the appeal quickly, Mr 
Norman Myer, of the Myer Emporium, Melbourne,     
donated 750 pounds in prizemoney for a raffle to be 
drawn during the appeal for those who had returned   
completed cards. 

STAMP OUT THE JAP! 

THE PENNY-A-PLANE CAMPAIGN WWII 

by Peter Willoughby 
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                     Stamp Card front and back 
Sergeant Pilot should be Flight Sergeant Stampboards. 
 
Hoyts Theatres Ltd wholeheartedly supported the appeal 
by distributing the cards, selling the stamps and generously 
donating time during their cinema program for its        
promotion. The following coloured cinema projection 
slide displaying the lyrics of the campaign theme song 
came into the writer’s possession in the early 1950s via 
one of their projectionists, Mr Henry (Harry) Gratton. 
 
The writer, who was a near neighbour of the Gratton  
family, attended Essendon North Primary School at the 
same time as the Gratton children and through this      
association was an occasional visitor to the Gratton home 
in Prince Street, Essendon North. On one occasion Mr 
Gratton gave him a shoe box containing many theatre  
advertising slides which included the campaign promotion 
slide. During a long career with Hoyts Mr Gratton       
operated the projectors at many of their theatres. He was 
projectionist at the Plaza in Russell Street from 1935 till 
1950 and at the Circle in Leake Street from 1950 until 
1966 when that theatre closed, so it is possible that this 
slide was used at one of those Essendon theatres. 
 
At a convenient intermission during the picture show a 
theatre representative would mount the stage to deliver a 
speech urging all present to support the effort and with 
the words of ‘Stamp out the Jap’ projected onto the 
screen, would lead the patrons in a rousing community 
style sing-along. 
 
The lyrics for the local theme song based on the American 
Civil War song, ‘Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, the Boys are 
Marching’ were written by Dorothy Flukes, Director of 
the equivalent New South Wales appeal. 
 
If you wish to have your own theme song sing-along and 
are not familiar with the tune, may I suggest that you enter 
the title of the Christian children’s song, beautiful in its 

simplicity of word and crystal clear message, ‘Jesus Loves 
the Little Children’ in your computer search engine and 
carol along to the Cedarmont Kids version. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunshine Advocate 20 Nov 1942  
 
 
The target of 500 enemy planes destroyed was announced 
on 2 January 1943. However the campaign continued until 
10 February to allow late starters to complete their five 
cards and obtain the rank of Wing Commander, by which 
time Japanese aircraft losses had amounted to 693. 
 
 

STAMP OUT A JAP  
FOR A PENNY CAMPAIGN 

----- 
Proceeds to Patriotic Funds 

----- 
To be sung to the tune of “Tramp. Tramp, 

Tramp, the Boys are Marching… 

Stamp, stamp, stamp and keep on stamping. 
Australia now is in the scrap.  
If you want the boys to win. 
Now’s the time to pitch right in. 
You can do your bit by stamping out the Jap. 

Stamp, stamp, stamp, stamp out a Jap, boys; 
Help preserve our liberty. 
Hey there, Yankee Doodle-Do. 
I’ll stamp out a Jap for you. 
Won’t you let me see you stamp one out for 
me. 

Stamp, stamp, stamp, and keep on stamping. 
We’ll be Okee-Dokee Oh, 
Every time you see a Jap 
Stick a stamp right on his map. 
And then stick another on his Tokio! 
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In the financial windup of the appeal, with a small amount 
to be received from outstanding stamp sales, and          
deductions of £3180 for expenses, £19,500 was raised. 
£18,000 of this was from the sale of 4,320,000 penny 
stamps and the remainder from bank interest. 
 
In a short length of time, during a period of great wartime 
difficulty and austerity in Victoria, the many small        
contributions to this innovative fundraising drive raised a 
handy sum for the Australian Comforts Fund. 
 
Thank you Ross King, Essendon Historical Society    
member and former colleague of Harry Gratton, for the 
supporting information. 
 
Footnotes:  
 
1. August 15, 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of    

Victory in the Pacific Day (VP Day) in Australia.    
It was on this day in 1945 that Japan announced its 
unconditional surrender to the Allied Forces,   
bringing WWII to an end; a brutal conflict in which 
50 million people lost their lives. More than 17,000 
Australians died in the fight against Japan. 
 

2. In 1942-1943 the penny was the second lowest     
currency denomination in use. The halfpenny was   
the lowest. 

3. Prior to the decimalisation of the Australian            
 currency in 1966 there were 12 pennies in a  
 shilling and 20 shillings in a pound. 

 
References: 
Australian War Memorial 

Denadic H. 2011. Australian Comforts Fund WWII,  
Museums Victoria Collections. Melbourne 

Fellowship of the Bellows. Wikipedia 

King R. 2012. For King and Empire. The Two Mr Grattons. 
Cinemarecord. Cinema and Theatre Historical Society at 
Australia. Melbourne. 

Melbourne Newspapers. Trove. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Long-term Ascot Vale residents may nostalgically          
remember Ken Moncur's historic shop at the corner of 
Union Rd and Maribyrnong Rd, before it closed in       
November 1997 after a remarkable 89 years of family   
retailing. Sole proprietor for forty of those years, Ken was 
the third generation owner to preside over an atmospheric 
enclave of menswear, hats and haberdashery.    
[Ken's quoted comments were made during our interview 
just prior to closure of Moncur's Menswear.] 
 
In 1908 Ken's grandfather Phillip, astutely began a small 
tailoring business in booming Union Road - then the    
district's major shopping strip.  Conveniently for          
customers, the first electric trams and Ascot Vale station 
were within walking distance of his shop. Specialising in    
made-to-measure business suits, Phillip attention to detail 
and personal service saw orders flowing in. He advertised 
for a workroom tailoress and Miss Ruby Davies, Sunday 
school teacher at Ascot Vale Methodist Church in The 
Parade, was accepted for the position.  Some years later, 
Phillip had acquired not only a thriving business but also a 
wife - he married Ruby!  The first generation of the Mon-
cur family saga began. 
 
Phillip was practical - not entirely trusting 'new fangled' 
electricity supplied to his business by the then British 
owned (since 1906) North Melbourne Tram and Electric 
Light Company, he retained gas lights as dual lighting. 
By realising that extra power was utilised by trams when 
trundling past his shop, he avoided disruptive black-outs. 
 
As a mercer, Phillip's foresight in ploughing back profits 
into his business in imported fine English worsteds      
ensured that when WW1 broke out, with consequent 
shortages of material, he could still outfit soldiers with 
quality cloth.  Post-war, he supplied demobilised troops 
with civilian clothing.  By 1919, this success enabled him 
to buy the adjoining corner property with its Victorian-era 
home - previously owned by Sam Merrifield's fore-
bears.  Utilising the house for his family, the enterprising 
Phillip attached a shop to its front verandah!  His         
extended business gained a reputation for quality         
merchandise and service. During the inter-war years and 
despite the Great Depression, steady expansion ensued 
with up to thirty women and four men working as tailors. 
 
The second Moncur generation began with Phillip and 
Ruby's son Len, who married Phyllis Elliott in 1940. 
After war service in the RAAF, Len gradually took over 
the business from his father.  He built the shop fittings, 
including a 'shop-lifter proof' display cabinet.  A keen    
innovator, his revolving hat display ride delighted small 
children.   

MEMORIES OF MONCUR’S MENSWEAR 

(1908—1997) 

by Lorraine Rogers 

While working at the 

Court House in late June I 

heard a commotion    

coming from Queens Park 

and was surprised to see a 

flock of 15 Yellow tailed 

black cockatoos settling in 

a tree near the south west 

corner.  These birds are 

uncommon to our area. 

BLACK COCKATOOS VISIT QUEENS PARK 
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Fifty years later, Ken proudly asserted:  "My father Len, 
built the first television transmitter and receiver in the 
southern hemisphere in 1948.  He was an amateur radio 
operator on Radio 3LN."  As a local retailer, Len was a 
prominent member of Essendon Rotary Club promoting 
new technology at meetings held at Ascot House during 
1942. 
Ever the entrepreneur, Len installed a 1930's Flying Fox 
wire Cash Receipt System, which launched on overhead 
wires a spring-loaded brass capsule of cash and docket, 
from sales point to cashier and back. 
In 1932, another initiative was his entire shop              
modernisation in Art Deco style.  Former golden cedar 
counters and elegant display fixtures were replaced with 
plain plywood.  Drab vinyl replaced timber flooring, and 
Streamlined era wall panels advertised Ready Tailored 
Suits and Slax. On the upper exterior frontage, a Moderne 
concrete curve swirled around the Maribyrnong Road cor-
ner (still visible).  Moncur's was modern! 
 
From the late 1950's Len's son, Ken became the third   
generation proprietor.  By the last decade of Moncur's 
Menswear, his customers were fascinated that this         
atmospheric shop had become a time-warp - a virtual    
museum of merchandise.  Retained and used until final 
trading days were a 1919 Remington typewriter and Singer 
sewing machine. Asked in 1997, why his shop remained 
virtually the same for well over half a century, Ken replied, 
"It is not profitable to upgrade, once you start you have to 
keep going."  He added, "Some changes were made in 
1955, but nothing is more recent than 1955!".   
Consistently for the ensuing four decades, loyal customers 
bought Rodney synthetic ties, towelling sun hats, football 
beanies, braces, long-johns, workman's overalls, Gladstone 
bags and brown suitcases. Moncur's had created a niche 
local market.  Ken's description was apt:  "It was a sup-
plier of small, unusual items.  I've had people come from 
everywhere searching for a particular item and finally 
found it here!" 
Ken's eclectic business included that of Hatter.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

He described three basic designs: "City hat like a racing 
man would wear; country hat with wide brim, and outback 
hat suitable for a horseman."  Ever popular was 'Akubra'    
rabbit-fur felt [still] made in Kempsey NSW - and refined 

bowler, homberg, tweed and straw hats.  Moncur's was 
Mecca for hat-wearers!  A traditional hat steamer shaped 
the brim to the customer's liking, and hat band stretchers 
were available.  This personal attention achieved customer 
satisfaction and return business. 
 
After a remarkable golden era of 89 continuous years of 
trading, change became inevitable.  Large-scale retailers 
emerged to capture new customers.  Ken concisely       
explained the reason for demise of this rare retail heritage 
spanning three generations: "The coming of Highpoint 
had seen four menswear stores disappear from Union 
Road, and increased trading hours made it impossible to 
continue." 
 
It is a tribute to the Moncur family's business acumen,  
ingenuity and innovation, that this small shop successfully 
survived Depression, two World Wars - and almost a    
century of dramatic retail change. 

Ken Moncur in his Menswear Store shortly before it closed 
Below: The corner store today now occupied by Brad Teal 
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Patrick Phelan (Queen’s County, Ireland) and Owen   

Connor (Kildare, Ireland) both aged 25, arrived in Victoria 

on the Martin Luther in 1842.They are both described as 

laborers in the ship’s records. 

They got into action fairly quickly, being established as 

Wine and Spirit merchants in Elizabeth Street, Melbourne 

amongst other financial undertakings.  

In 1849 they purchased 193 acres of land at £2 an acre in 

the Parish of Doutta Galla. (Including Spring Park).  

Owen Connor’s brother, William and his sister, Ellen,   

arrived in Melbourne in 1850 and moved in with Patrick 

and Owen. They continued to purchase large amounts of 

land including Keilor Binn Farm in 1852. Ellen married 

Patrick in 1852. 

They also established a business relationship (relating to 

the sale of alcohol) with Peter Lalor’s brother, (Richard) 

with whom they had a serious falling out, and the         

partnership was dissolved in January 1854. Phelan and 

Connor were both charged with “disturbing the peace” 

following an argument with Lalor and fined 20 shillings 

each according to the Argus newspaper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Spring Park House ” -- 

Photo held by the Essendon Historical Society. 

Patrick Phelan had a busy year in 1854:- 

                         HIGHWAY ROBBERY  

  A daring robbery was committed on the person of Mr Phelan of the 

firm of Connor and Phelan, Elizabeth Street on Sunday evening 

about six o’clock. He was driving in his gig on the Flemington Road 

and when about two miles past that place, three men with black crepe 

over their faces came up and ordered him to stand and deliver. One of 

them held the horse’s head, while the other made Mr Phelan        

dismount. They robbed him of a gold hunting watch and chain, 3 

pounds in notes and 3 receipts. A description of the robbers has been 

handed to the police, and they are on the lookout for them. 

Patrick was involved in many activities including setting up 

a Bank. He was one of the provisional trustees of the   

Colonial Bank of Australasia and a Director from 1856-

1858. (It later became part of the National Bank in 1918). 

He also gained a mining license in 1856. He was also a 

member of the Keilor Road Board. 

He was involved also in numerous charitable                

organisations, donating funds for the building of             

St Patricks Cathedral, the Catholic church at Sunbury and 

the Melbourne Benevolent Asylum. 

Patrick Phelan stood as a candidate for the first State   

elections in 1856. 

The Age newspaper reported the following letter: 

              To P.Phelan Esq  Spring Park, Keilor 

Sir- the  undersigned electors of West Bourke, having the fullest  

confidence in your zeal, intelligence, and high character ( so well- 

known and appreciated in this district, where upon have been a long 

(time) resident) thereby request you will permit yourself to be put in, 

nomination as a candidate, to represent it in the Legislative        

Assembly, and we beg to assure you that our best exertions, shall be 

used to secure your election, should you accede to our wishes. 

Here follows 305 signatures. 

And even more interesting this article from the Melbourne 

Punch: 

TESTIMONIALS 

A penny subscription has been set on foot by the ladies of Keilor, for 

the purpose of presenting a testimonial to Mr Patrick Phelan, one of 

the candidates for West Bourke; and it says much for the delicate 

and refined taste of the fair subscribers, that they have resolved upon 

the  testimonial taking the shape of a tooth-brush and a box of  

Rowlands Odonto . 

 Phelan was successful and was elected to the seat of West 

Bourke. 

He stood again in 1860 and was declared the winner, but 

another candidate J. C. Riddell lodged a complaint saying 

that one of the polling booths was outside the West 

Bourke electorate, so all the votes from that booth were 

removed and Phelan was removed from office.  

Patrick Phelan wasn’t a great contributor in Parliament but 

occasionally raised concerns relating to farming matters.  

 

PATRICK PHELAN AND OWEN CONNOR 

by Judy Maddigan 
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The media were not very kind to him.  The Melbourne 

Punch recorded: 

Punch would suggest to some of the friends of that enlightened           

legislator, Mr Phelan to bring in a Bill for the better regulation of 

his snoring in the House. On Tuesday night last, that honourable 

member who slept the sleep of infancy – so far as soundness went- 

excited the cries of “Order” and “Chair” when at times his nasal 

tones attained a paroxysm of snort that interrupted the current of 

sententiousness. PUNCH has no desire to commit a breach of   

privilege, or of bringing himself within the jurisdiction of the Speaker, 

as Mr Patrick O’Brien might contend that the public have nothing 

to do with Phelan’s nose, that being a Roman nose, it can regulate 

itself, and that at any rate notwithstanding the large jurisdiction of 

the Press over legislators, even PUNCH is not entitled to tweak even 

Phelan by the nose. After the sharp reprimand the House had    

received from the general guardian of the colony and “child and   

champion” of the Ministry, Phelan probably felt too compelled to be 

‘all there.’ But if he must be so noisy in his adhesiveness to his duties, 

there is ample snoring room in the lobbies, and a careful Solicitor-

General to see that no sleeping beauty shall over-snore a division. 

And in the following year with an assessment of the first 

year of Parliament, the Mt Alexander Mail wrote: 

Twelve months have passed, but what besides? Parliament was   

prorogued yesterday. Eleven or twelve members have retired from the 

Assembly since it first met, and others have signified their weariness 

of legislative honours. Of the men who were new to public life, and 

from whom much was expected by admiring friends and confiding 

constituents, not one has succeeded in making a reputation, while of 

those who went into the House with a reputation acquired in other 

walks of life, some have been silent, others have weakened the     

position they had obtained outside the walls of Parliament. Mr Syme, 

an original thinker and powerful, has never been heard of as an ora-

tor, Mr Blair, a fluent speaker, and with much of the ready wit of 

his Hibernian countrymen, cannot be complimented as a debater; Mr 

J.H. Brooke, from whom nothing was anticipated, has disappointed 

nobody, Mr Duffy’s speeches (supplied to the Melbourne papers by 

himself) must be criticised as set compositions and will be judged   

accordingly; ,Mr Patrick Phelan has been discretely taciturn; Mr 

Sydney Ricardo, inaudibly, whilst everyone must have wished that 

Mr Patrick O’Brien had been inaudible also…. And so on. 

In 1857 Phelan was appointed as one of the original   

Trustees of the Keilor cemetery. 

He was also appointed as a Magistrate in 1858. 

He and Owen kept their businesses going during this time. 

However, Owen returned to Ireland in 1858 as the        

financial affairs of the partners became tricky. 

In 1859 George Holmes (Holmes Road) and Hugh Glass 

(Glass Street) and a Denis Patrick Keogh were suing 

Phelan and Connor for 40,000 pounds owed to them. 

Owen’s brother William continued running his own farm 

and married in 1868. He did however purchase Springfield 

for his sister, Ellen Phelan, in 1863 and continued farming 

it, although Hugh Glass and others disputed who owned 

this property when they were taking action against Patrick 

Phelan who by this stage was insolvent. 

Ellen and Patrick had eight children, only one of whom 

lived to adulthood. She married and she and her husband 

had 5 children, four dying in infancy. The surviving child 

died unmarried in 1961.  (The deaths of most of the    

children was listed as consumption). 

Ellen Phelan died in 1870, and she and all her children and 

grandchildren are buried in an unmarked plot in the    

Melbourne General Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick was involved in many legal battles over Spring 

Park and Springfield and other investments but was     

unsuccessful and eventually as a pauper was admitted to 

the Little Sister of the Poor Northcote Convent in 1894 

where he died 4 years later. He is buried in a pauper’s 

grave. 

Keilor Binn farm was also lost in the financial troubles and 

was later owned by Mathew Goudie who died in 1881, and 

later his son-in-law John Dodd began leasing the farm. 

(Binn was an Irish word for peak/summit/tip of a    

mountain or hill. The property is at the top of the hill 

looking down on the Maribyrnong River.) It is reported 

that the Dodd family didn’t like the Irish name and 

changed the name of the property to Brimbank. 

 

 

 

 

The plot at the front is 

the Phelan grave 

The Dodd 

family home 
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The Dodd house is still on the land, and at the back of it is 

a bluestone shed, which is believed to have been part of 

the original Keilor Binn farm. 

These gates at the back of the 

Keilor Hotel, most probably 

are from Spring Park. When 

the land was subdivided The 

Dodd ancestors purchased a 

number of items, including 

the first two years Hansard, 

which are very rare.   

The Dodd’s family originally 

thought they came from 

“Niddrie” but the Morgan 

family from “Niddrie” said that was incorrect. Also,     

Patrick Phelan and George Dodd knew each other as they 

and Owen Connor were appointed as the first lay trustees 

of the St. Augustine’s Church in Keilor in 1857. 

The Spring Park house (near Roberts Road) was still there 

about 100 years after it was built, but in poor condition 

and the Keilor Council allowed it to be demolished!   

However, there are still a lot of bluestones in the area 

which may have been part of the original property. 

The Argus 10th January 1854. 
The Argus 30th August 1854 
The Age 18th September 1856 
Melbourne Punch 18th September 1856. 
Melbourne Punch 2nd December 1858. 
Mt Alexander Mail 25th November 1857. 
 
(Some basic information about Patrick Phelan and Owen Connor 

can be found in two publications: 

1.Keilor Pioneers : Dead Men Do Tell Tales by Angela Evans and 

the Keilor Pioneer Research  Collective. 

2.Steele Creek and the Lady of the Lake by Christine Laskowski.) 

I have been through TROVE to gain a lot more personal           
information about the families, and Patrick’s parliamentary career  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

At the end of World War I there were 1300 surplus     
Australian horses who were not able to return home due 
to strict quarantine regulations. Only one horse returned 
to Australia—Major General Sir William Bridges’ horse—
Sandy. 
Sandy, a gentle bay standing 16 hands high, was the      
Major’s favourite charger. Major-General Bridges was 
killed in battle at Gallipoli and it was his dying wish to 
have his beloved horse returned home to Australia to   
enjoy a long and happy retirement.  

Following the Major’s death Sandy was put in the care of 
Captain Leslie Whitfield and was transported to Egypt, 
then on to France in March 1916. It wasn’t until the     
following year that the Australian authorities were able to 
honour the Major’s dying wish. 
He, accompanied by his devoted groom, Private Jordan, 
arrived in Melbourne in November 1918 just as the war 
ended and there they stayed. Sandy, the brick hauler from 
Tallangatta turned General’s charger, was finally free to 
graze and laze beside the Maribyrnong River. 
The big bay lived out his days munching on green grass at 
Remount Hill, Maribyrnong where many horses bound for 
war, Sandy included, had earlier begun their long one-way 
journey. He lived until 1923 when, blind and frail, he was 
granted a merciful end. Private Jordan out-lived Sandy by 
just three months, dying of tuberculosis or a broken heart 
or both, and he too lies in an unmarked grave in the Box 
Hill Cemetery. 
 
For around 30 years the Friends of Sandy the Light Horse 
(FOSALH Inc) had been trying to get a suitable memorial 
built to remember Sandy and the other light horses who 
served in the Great War. This group included Elaine   
Brogan, OAM and Peter Sommerville, OAM., of the 
Keilor Historical Society. 
 
Finally, their efforts were rewarded. Through a $17,622 
grant from the Anzac Centenary Grants Program a statue, 
designed and fabricated by BiGfiSh from laser cut steel 
was created. 
The memorial was unveiled on 30 October 2017 by      
Defence Minister Marise Payne. Mayor of  Brimbank, 
Catherine Cumming, members of the Australian Defence 
Force and Friends of Sandy who dedicated it to the     
Australian Light Horses Brigade. 
 
The memorial has a temporary home next to the   
Maribyrnong Community Centre, Randall Street. It will 
later be relocated to a permanent location on the   
Maribyrnong Defence Site at the heritage protected Fisher 
Stables. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The life-size corten steel memorial of Sandy 
 
Sandy was buried close to the Maribyrnong Community 
Centre which is built on a part of the Remount Depot. 

 

THE STORY OF SANDY 

Australian WWI Horses (Walers) 

By Julie Scott 
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EHS Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

ACTING SECRETARY: 

Hayden Williams Ph:  0417 559 086 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 0418 511 408 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic all 

General Meetings and EHS         

Activities have been  postponed   

until we are advised that it is safe to 

resume operations. 

The Annual General Meeting will be 

held at the earliest opportunity of 

which members will be given due 

notice 

Meetings 

 

The Monthly General Meetings, 

usually held at the Moonee Ponds 

Court House Museum on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month, 

have been cancelled until further 

notice 

Court House Museum 

The Court House Museum is closed 

to members and the public until  

further notice due to the             

coronavirus. 

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  EHS 

Newsletter is Friday 11 September 

2020. 

Material forwarded before this date 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        EHS Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (EHS) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The EHS Newsletter, produced five 

times each year, is an important  

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2020 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

  

 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 

Above: 

Major-General Bridges with 

his favourite horse Sandy 

 

Left: 

The Memorial Plaque next 

to the Maribyrnong      

Community Centre 


