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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

Greetings to all EHS Members, 

I hope that you are all coping well with the lock-down and 

the social distancing that we have all been facing over the 

past six weeks due to the coronavirus. It is hard to       

comprehend that in the 21st Century a virus such as this 

could affect so many people, not only in our own country 

but throughout the world and I guess that in spite of the 

inconveniences that we are experiencing we should      

consider ourselves very fortunate that we have not suffered 

the sad losses that have occurred in Europe and the U.S.A. 

Let’s hope that it will not be long before the bans are lifted 

and things return to normal (whatever that may look like in 

the future). 

As you can well imagine, progress that we were making 

early in the year with regard to the return to the Court 

House, our opening to the public each Sunday afternoon 

and our partnership with the Moonee Valley Council have 

all ground to a halt and the monthly General Meetings 

from March have been cancelled until further notice. Our 

50th Anniversary Dinner, which was to have been held at 

“Windy Hill” in June, has been deferred and we hope that 

this will now take place in October. 

OUR NEW SECRETARY 

I am very pleased to report that the vacant office of      

Secretary has been filled. We are very grateful to Hayden       

Williams for accepting the position of Acting Secretary for 

the remainder of the 2019-20 Year. He was appointed by 

the EHS Committee at the February Committee Meeting 

and took over the secretarial duties in April. Thank you to 

Mary Cahill for taking up the Acting Secretary’s position 

while we were seeking a replacement for Rosalie Coutts 

who resigned as Secretary in January.  

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Committee also agreed that the Annual General   

Meeting, held for many years past in July, be moved to  

August. This will give our Treasurer Terry Scott more time 

to prepare the Financial Report and present the financial 

records for audit. With the EHS Financial Year ending on 

30 June, in the past he has had only several weeks  to    

prepare for the Annual Report presented to the members 

at the AGM. 

This means that the Annual General Meeting will be held 

on Tuesday, 25 August at the Moonee Ponds Court House 

Museum (assuming that restrictions on conducting     

Meetings have been lifted) 

The Cataloguing Committee Members who had been  

looking forward for so long to their return to the Court 

House, were continuing their good work each Monday but 

unfortunately have also had to take another lengthy break 

due to the restriction of no more than two people meeting 

together and the important message to “stay at home”.  

We are hoping that a decision will be made on 11 May  

permitting small groups to meet. This would give us the 

opportunity as a Committee to meet together and plan 

where we go from there. 

I was very pleased recently to receive a package in the mail 

from Tony Kelleher of Yarraville who has undertaken   

research on Avondale Heights and has sent it on to the 

Essendon Historical Society. This is a part of the City of 

Moonee Valley that has been overlooked to a degree     

because it was originally outside the City of Essendon. 

Thank you Tony—your contribution to our history is 

greatly appreciated.  

Craig Taylor of Bradshaw Street has also undertaken some 

research of the Buckley Park Estate and I thank him for 

lending this to us. Craig’s work is very meticulous and  

covers this part of Essendon in incredible detail.. 

I am looking forward to catching up with you at some time 

when the bans are lifted and we can resume our monthly 

meetings and other activities. In the meantime Keep Safe 

and Stay Positive.  

Bob Chalmers (President) 

 

We are in a unique position. Never before have we had so 

much time on our hands and there may be some of you 

who are wondering what to do to fill in those long hours.   

After you have finished painting the house (inside and 

out), cleaning out the garage, doing a garden makeover and  

have just finished reading your last book, you MAY like to 

consider sitting down and WRITING AN ARTICLE for 

this Newsletter. Everyone, when you stop and think, has 

had something interesting happen to them that is worth 

recording. There may be some local place/organisation 

that you might like to research, or a question relating to 

our district. I would really love to hear from you.  I doubt 

that there will ever be another opportunity as great as this. 

(The Editor) 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO? 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE EHS       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

 

 

50th YEAR CELEBRATIONS  ANOTHER LOCAL BUSINESS CLOSES 

UNFORTUNATELY OUR DINNER HAS HAD 

TO BE POSTPONED DUE TO THE          

CORONAVIRUS 

We are now planning to celebrate our  

50th Anniversary  

with a Dinner on 

Tuesday 27 October 2020 

Venue:   the High Marque Room  

at Windy Hill  

 

 

 

 

 

Please put this date in your diary and join us  to 

celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the EHS 

In our previous issue of the EHS Newsletter I wrote a 

brief article about the closure of Boundys IGA Super-

market which had been operating from Keilor Road, 

North Essendon for over 95 years. Earlier this year   

another local family business closed its doors for the last 

time after serving the people of Essendon for 68 years.  

In 1952, Wally Williamson and his son, Rick, opened a 

drapery store at 293 Buckley Street, Essendon opposite 

the Essendon High School. Rick’s brother, Robert, 

joined the family business in 1963. In 1980, due to the 

success of the Menswear Store the Williamsons         

purchased Cusack’s adjoining boot shop and operated 

from 291-293 Buckley Street. In 1982 Wally retired and 

Wayne Tennent joined the business as the Schoolwear 

Manager. In February 1988 Williamsons Menswear        

relocated to 1021-1023 Mount Alexander Road,     

Essendon and continued to operate from the North   

Essendon premises for the next 32 years.  
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COURT HOUSE 

RESTORATION REPORT 

by Mary Cahill 

(Restoration Manager) 

 

 

 

 

CLOSED! 

We were making good progress with settling in to the 

restored Court House building, but our  efforts have 

been stalled by the arrival of the coronavirus. 

The EHS Committee agreed that, given the government 

health restrictions, there was no choice other than to 

close the Court House to the public and for gatherings.  

Hence meetings of the EHS Committee, Cataloguing 

Committee and EHS General Meetings have not been 

held.  Similarly MVCC has not taken up its part-time 

use of the building as agreed in the EHS/MVCC licence 

agreement. 

However, during the COVID-19 lockdown we have 

been able to employ individual tradespeople to work on 

the site.  We have placed signs in the building reminding 

people ‘to wash their hands’.  Plus the cleaners have 

been undertaking “hygienic” cleans of surfaces. Our 

cabinetmaker has been making adjustments to the     

furniture in the Ted Smith Room and he has prepared 

extra shelving for the Sam Merrifield Room.  A new 

letterbox, in a traditional style, has been installed at the 

front of the Court House. 

The defects period for the restoration building works 

concludes in October so we have been carefully        

reviewing the state of the building. The builder has been 

alerted to any defects.  We have been especially        

concerned about the condition of sections of the   

brickwork on the north and east sides of the Court 

House.   

The garden is flourishing.  Our gardener (Michael     

Barette from Earth n Grass) will attend one more time to 

do some pruning, and then the ongoing management of 

the garden will be undertaken by MVCC staff. 

In early March we received some favourable publicity in 

the Moonee Valley Leader.  The featured article covered 

the occurrence of the fire and the subsequent recovery 

of the building.  The public were encouraged to visit the 

restored Court House on Sunday afternoons, so      

hopefully it won’t be too long before we can open the 

building once again! 

 

North Wall of the Court House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

East Wall of Court House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Traditional Style Letterbox 
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Many attempts have been made over the years to improve 

the external appearance of the front of the Court House to 

do justice to the grand old building. At one stage attempts 

were made to  have the forecourt grassed but the plan 

failed dismally.  

In 2015-2016 the area was greatly enhanced following the 

decision to establish the Memory Lane Garden. This had 

created great interest to passersby and proved a good way 

of raising funds for the planned Court House restoration. 

However, following the fire in June 2016 the property was 

fenced off and the front of the building became a         

construction site for three years. 

Moneys received for the restoration of the Court House 

and its surrounds gave us the opportunity to finally restore 

and beautify the Mount Alexander Road frontage. After 

discussions with Moonee Valley City Council Outdoor 

Staff  and a landscape architect, plans were drawn up and 

landscape gardener, Michael Barrette (of Earth n Grass) 

was engaged to remove and replace the tired soil and     

undertake the planting in accordance with the plans drawn 

up.  In spite of a number of very hot summer days, Michael 

managed to complete the garden in November just in time 

for the grand opening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Lane Garden (March 2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inland Pigface (Carpobrotus modestus) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clay Wattle (Acacia Glaucoptera) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GiantLiorope (Liriope muscari) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pebbled area surrounding the Bills’ Horse Trough 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The north-east (Kellaway Avenue) Entrance 

OUR FLOURISHING GARDEN 
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In recent times the once humble and rarely spoken 
about in polite circles toilet roll has achieved an elevated 
status of national significance by becoming one of the 
most sought after household commodities in this   
country. 
 
However, while frantic panic buying of the product is a 
new phenomenon, ever since the perforated sheet toilet 
paper roll was patented in 1891 by Seth Wheeler, the 
owner of the Albany Perforated Wrapping Paper   
Company, in New York, USA, debate has continued on 
whether the paper end next destined for use should 
hang over the top of the roll on the holder and away 
from the wall or over the top of the roll and close to the 
wall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Seth Wheeler Albany Archives 

 
For those interested in what some may view as trivia, or 
others as important socially correct toilet roll display 
etiquette, Owen Williams, a journalist with the       
Huffington Post in New York, USA discovered pictorial 
evidence in 2015 to settle the debate in favour of the 
‘away from the wall’ supporters. 
 
Wheeler’s invention of a toilet paper roll with regularly 
spaced perforations allowing a precise amount of paper 
to be easily removed from the roll without leaving a 
ragged end or tearing the next sheet was a development 
of his 1871 patented invention of perforated parcel 
wrapping paper designed to reduce paper wastage in 
stores, shops and warehouses. 
 
Without specifying the manner in which the paper 
should hang from the roll., Wheeler wrote in his patent: 
“My improved roll may be used on the simplest of 
holders.” 
 
William’s research eureka moment arrived when he 
found that in the early 1890s the inventive Wheeler had 
not only sought a patent for his Toilet Paper Roll, but 

also one for a Toilet Paper Fixture in which application 
file Williams sighted a drawing of the Fixture with a roll 
attached that clearly showed the paper with a direction 
indicating arrow passing over the roll and suspended 
away from the wall. 
 
The United States Patent and Trademark Office issued 
the patent for the Toilet Paper Fixture on March 3, 
1891 and the patent for the Toilet Paper Roll on       
December 22, 1891. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toilet Paper Fixture USPTO      Toilet Paper Roll  USTPO 

 
Present day  toilet paper manufacturers frequently     
enhance the aesthetic of the plain white utilitarian  
product with embossing, decorative emblems or floral 
motifs (though never with Scotch Thistles). If those  
embellishments are intended to be viewed when the roll 
is positioned on the holder it would support the case for 
the paper to hang away from the wall. 
Regardless of Owen Williams’ discovery and publication 
of the Seth Wheeler patent drawing it is quite possible, 
and most likely, that the great toilet paper orientation 
debate may continue ad infinitum. 
 
Irrespective of which position, if any, a person takes in 
this discussion, it is far more important to have had an 
adequate quantity of paper on a roll within arm’s reach 
prior to vacating the throne rather than worry about 
which way the tissue tumbles. 
 
Footnote: 
Prior to the development of toilet paper in roll form, Joseph 
C Gayetty of New York, USA introduced the use of       
commercial toilet paper by packaging squares of paper for 
water closet use in 1857. These sheets measuring 210mm x 
140mm (8¼ ins x 5½ ins), were about twice the size of    
present sheets. 

 
Sources: 

Albany Archives. New York, USA 

Google Patents Database 

Malpass L. 2015. Age, March 19, 2015 

Rickards M. ed. 2000. Encyclopaedia of Ephemera,  

British Library, London, UK 

Williams O. 2015. Huffington Post, March 17, 2015 

THE GREAT TOILET PAPER DEBATE 

by Peter Willoughby 
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When I published the article sent to me by Dr Graeme   

Dennerstein last year recognising the 100th Anniversary of 

the establishment of his father’s Medical Practice in          

Essendon, I did not give any thought to the possibility of the 

district being hit by a serious life threatening virus to surpass 

that which Dr Dennerstein senior faced in 1919. 

I am sure that by now, after experiencing the lock down and 

social distancing for five weeks, watching events unfold and 

hearing the phrase “We’re All in this Together” ringing in 

your ears continuously, that you may not wish to hear any 

more about the plight that we are all facing in 2020.       

However, it is interesting to look back on that terrible illness 

known as the “Spanish Flu” that devastated the world in 

1918 and 1919 and look at its impact on the daily lives of the 

people in Essendon. 

My grandmother used to tell me of concerns that she faced 

relating to the Spanish ‘Flu while she and her husband, Ern 

Richardson, were raising their two infant daughters (my 

mother, Helen, aged 3½ and her young sister, Estell, aged 6 

months) in their Laluma Street home. The onset, in many 

cases, was very sudden and young, healthy people were often 

the victims. The fear of death was never far away. Gran,   

concerned that she might suddenly become infected, wrote 

out instruction for my grandfather to follow if she should 

suddenly die leaving him to care for his two children, and in 

particular, their baby girl. She used to tell me of the strange 

sight of people in the street wearing masks to cover their 

faces and how people were not allowed to meet in large 

numbers.  And now, here we are again, 101 years later,     

following the same rules. 

.The first news of a serious outbreak was reported in the 

“Madrid Telegraph” on 3 June 1918 under the heading  

MYSTERIOUS EPIDEMIC IS SPREADING. Hundreds 

and thousands are attacked. The Madrid Telegraphic Offices 

are closed and 200 doctors are dead.  

As a result of this report the illness, known also as Pneumatic 

Influenza, was commonly called the Spanish Flu. 

Soldiers returning from the battlefields of France and       

Belgium in 1918 spread the disease to many parts of the 

world.  

On 24 August 1918 newspapers reported an outbreak at the 

Broadmeadows AIF Training Camp which had affected over 

200 soldiers in a week, some becoming very ill and           

contracting pneumonia, but no deaths were recorded.      

Another milder outbreak occurred at Laverton. These        

outbreaks seem to have been down-played as bad cases of            

influenza which was common at that time of the year. 

However, in other countries the results were far more     

catastrophic. Outbreaks occurred in England in June 1918. 

The following  was published in the “Kalgoorlie Miner” –      

5 September 1918 - 

“The latest English papers to hand tell us of the ravages of the great 

influenza epidemic there - ... The wave swept the country, claiming  

thousands of victims daily, curtailing public services, closing schools and   

hampering industries and businesses. Fortunately most sufferers made a 

rapid recovery but there was a considerable death toll.” 

At this time the influenza epidemic had also hit Perth and the 

neighbourhood and many cases were also reported on the 

West Australian goldfields. 

In September 1918 it was recorded in Sydney. In the same 

month an outbreak hit the mines in Johannesburg where 

over 10,000 cases were recorded.  

On 30 September a report from Washington U.S.A. indicated 

that 35,000 personnel in army camps had contracted the   

disease in a week resulting in 170 deaths.   

In October 1918 over 180,000 cases were officially reported 

from the German army and there were 100,000 cases in   

Budapest. 

SPANISH INFLUENZA HITS NEW ZEALAND 

From “Southern Cross” (Adelaide 3 January 1919) 

The “Catholic Press” of December 19 

“You have doubtless read of the epidemic scourge that has visited our 

beautiful country. The s.s. Niagara on her way from ‘Frisco picked up 

Spanish Influenza at Honolulu. As influenza of any type is not a  

notifiable disease the ship was allowed to land at Auckland. In a week 

after Auckland was practically a city of the dead. In another week the 

racing carnival at Christchurch attracted the sports from the north and 

the epidemic spread like wildfire all over New Zealand. The result was 

horrific. Hospitals were filled with dying patients. Morgues were too 

small to contain the dead bodies awaiting coffins and when coffined the 

gravediggers were unable to cope with the strain. Hotels, clubrooms  

racing club pavilions and many schools were requisitioned as temporary 

hospitals. Doctors and nurses through exhaustion caught the epidemic 

and died like flies. Churches, schools, hotels, barber shops, theatres and 

picture shows were all closed down  

A later report into the New Zealand outbreak reported 

the following 

The “Niagara” reached Auckland on 12th October with “Spanish 

influenza” on board. Seven passengers and 12 members of the crew are 

said to have contracted the disease on the run across the Pacific and there 

were between 30 and 40 cases under treatment when the vessel     

THE 1918-1919 PANDEMIC 

THE SPANISH FLU OUTBREAK 

By Bob Chalmers 
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arrived. Of those, 20 members of the crew and 2 passengers were  

isolated at the shore hospital. The ship’s boatswain died at sea on the 

night of 11th October. The vessel was detained for only a few hours while 

it was fumigated and the persons on board were passed through an    

inhalation chamber.”. 

Has this got a familiar ring to it in 2020? 

(In New Zealand the known number of deaths was 

nearly 5,000.) 

THE OUTBREAK OF FLU IN MELBOURNE 

The people of Victoria were fortunate that, because of the 

State’s geographical position, there was time to prepare for 

any possible outbreak and health officials were confident that 

the Quarantine Station located at Point Nepean would be 

able to isolate cases before they reached Melbourne.  

In early January 1919 local Municipal Councils received a 

letter from the Health Department forwarding literature on 

the subject of the Spanish Flu in the event of an outbreak 

occurring. Before the end of the month this became a reality. 

The Front page Headlines in the Melbourne Age dated     

23rd January 1919 read 

                 

     SPANISH INFLUENZA 

            SUSPECTED CASES IN MELBOURNE 

                       Authorities Take Action 

Grave fears of a visitation of Spanish influenza in Melbourne are    

entertained by medical authorities at Melbourne Hospital. Yesterday 

twelve patients suffering from the disease, which has been diagnosed as 

influenza pneumonia, were admitted to Melbourne Hospital, making a 

total of 27 cases at present being treated in the institution. Three of these 

cases have proved fatal. 

At this stage medical officials were uncertain as to whether 

these cases were normal influenza or the deadly “Spanish” 

strain. However, five days later the Premier of Victoria made 

the following announcement - 

“So far the outbreak in Victoria has not been severe. 

Precautions have been taken by the Health authorities 

and the State Government has issued a proclamation 

directing that all theatres, picture theatres, music or 

concert halls and all public buildings where persons   

assemble for the purpose of entertainment or instruction 

must be closed until permission is given to reopen 

them.” 

On 29 January, Dr H. M. McMeekin, medical superintendent 

of the Melbourne Hospital declared that the epidemic is   

exactly similar to the Spanish influenza of other countries. 

Dr Robertson, Chairman of the Board of Health, announced 

on 30th January that arrangements had been practically    

completed for the acquisition by the State of the Exhibition 

Buildings. Convalescents would be placed there to relieve the 

pressure on the hospitals. If necessity arose the oval could be 

converted into a hospital ground, and many hundreds of 

convalescents could be housed there. 

The Exhibition Hospital during the Spanish Flu Epidemic in 1919 

(State Library of Victoria) 

By the end of January there had been a total of 514 cases 

treated in the nine Melbourne hospitals of which 48 had 

died. 

FIGHTING THE PANDEMIC LOCALLY 

The Essendon Council, in the latter part of 1918, had 

sketched out rough plans as to what action to take should an 

outbreak of the pneumatic influenza occur locally and a 

maximum  quantity of serum had been secured from the 

Health authorities.  

The first reports of the Spanish Flu hitting Essendon       

occurred on Friday 24 January which the Health Officer,    

Dr P. J. Flanagan deemed serious enough to take immediate  

action.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Cr Arthur Fenton     Dr Patrick J. Flanagan 

      (Mayor)         (Health Officer) 

A meeting was arranged by the Mayor, Cr Arthur Fenton, 

with the Health Officer and the Town Clerk, Donald     

Cameron, to discuss what steps should be taken. Several of 

the cases were considered to be quite serious, but Dr 

Flanagan suggested that nothing should be said that might 

cause panic locally. In spite of the Monday being a public 

holiday he commenced an inoculation program of citizens 

who desired to be attended to. He was assisted by Dr      

Margaret Martell, the wife of Dr. Horatio Martell. 150      

citizens received injections on that first day.                  
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Householders were advised to throw open windows to allow 

fresh air to circulate through their homes and to follow    

simple rules laid down to control the spread of the disease. 

Schools holidays due to conclude in early February, were 

extended for several weeks. Picture Theatres in Moonee 

Ponds, Ascot Vale and Essendon were closed, a party to be 

held at the Masonic Hall was cancelled and the closure of 

local churches was being considered. 

By the end of the first week of the outbreak as reported in 

the Essendon Gazette of 30 January 1919, free inoculations 

were being conducted daily between 9.00 am and 10.00 am at 

the Moonee Ponds Town Hall. An additional 12 patients 

early in the week brought the total number being treated at 

that time to 60. A total of 725 citizens had been inoculated 

and the Health Officer was informed that a large supply of 

serum was available. 

Reports in the Essendon Gazette the following week       

reported that four sessions of inoculations—morning, noon, 

afternoon and evening—were being conducted at the Town 

Hall under the direction of the Town Clerk, Mr Donald 

Cameron. Many other officials and members of voluntary 

organisations such as The Red Cross Society were assisting 

and on some days as many as 800 people were receiving the 

inoculation.  Doctors were finding difficulty in supporting 

the program while also attending to their own patients. 

A good many citizens were seen wearing masks as they 

walked the streets and all large meetings had been prohibited. 

Many church leaders had decided to close their churches   

because of the risk while others conducted open-air services.  

       THE ESSENDON INFLUENZA HOSPITAL 

The local Board of Health obtained permission to use the 

Essendon High School as an Influenza Hospital. The City 

Engineer, Mr. Wm Murray Pullar was engaged in converting 

the six year old brick building into a temporary hospital. 

Various tradesmen were engaged to convert the classrooms 

into Wards. Bath heaters and showers were installed on the 

northern side and the science room (Room 5) was used as 

the kitchen. Outside the quadrangle a canvas town          

comprising six or more roomy tents were erected for the 

nurses’ sleeping quarters and a small fibro-cement building 

was erected in the south west corner of the school-yard to 

serve as a mortuary.   

An appeal was made to the local community to contribute 

whatever articles they could spare such as items of clothing, 

blankets, items of furniture, eating utensils, etc. Following 

the makeover the hospital comprised 11 wards capable of       

accommodating 80 patients, the men’s wards being on the 

McCracken Street (east) side of the quadrangle and the 

women along the Buckley Street (south) side.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Essendon Influenza Hospital was placed under the 

charge of Matron Seward assisted by a staff of six honorary 

nurses and other paid staff. The school, because of its design, 

was ideal for hospital purposes with each of its classrooms 

opening on to a spacious open quadrangle but isolated from 

each other.   

A Committee of Management, comprising the Mayor, Cr 

Arthur Fenton, Crs Goldsworthy, Kinnear Mountain and 

Pynor, the Town Clerk and City Surveyor, was appointed.  

The Influenza Hospital opened on 13 February with ten  

patients being admitted. Over a period of four weeks a total 

of 82 patients was treated with 47 being the greatest number 

of patients occupying beds at any one time. The flu cases 

seemed to be relatively mild and most patients recovered. No 

doctor was appointed to the Influenza Hospital, each patient 

being treated by their own medical practitioner but under the 

care of Nurse Seward and her Staff. 

Boy Scouts belonging to the 1st Moonee Ponds Scout Troop 

volunteered as orderlies and messengers and carried meals to 

the nursing staff using a ramp that was erected near Room 5. 

The Head Master of Essendon High School, Mr Claude A. 

Searby, meanwhile, used the vacant Ascot Vale State School 

(Bank Street) to accommodate his Leaving and Intermediate 

classes until 10 March when State School children returned 

to classes. This left High School Students with nowhere to 

go. 

Parents were concerned at the prospect of their children 

missing school and a writer to the local paper stated that  

parents and teachers are almost unanimously in favour of 

open air classes being instituted at the Essendon Cricket 

Ground. The Head Teacher, Mr. Searby, responded to this in 

a letter to the “Essendon Gazette” (11 March 1919) 

“I don’t know where the writer of this paragraph got his information 

but it is quite wrong. As far as the teachers on my staff are concerned so 

far are they from favouring open-air schools, that they all quite rightly 

consider the idea absurd and impractical. For myself, I should be     

unwilling to conduct a kindergarten in the open-air, a primary school 

would be a farce, a high school an impossibility. Have these people who 

so glibly talk of open-air schools any notion of what the organisation and 
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conduct of a school involves, or are they thinking of the hedge schools of 

three centuries ago? Is it seriously supposed that the Essendon High 

School with 450 pupils (boys and girls of 12-18 years) and 20 men and 

women teachers; all their apparatus, equipment, books etc.; locked up in 

the school, should, day in, day out, in all weathers, be conducted on the 

cricket ground with its total lack of conveniences, sanitary and         

otherwise? If so, the proposal is sheer lunacy, compared with which the 

madness of Alice’s March Hare was the profoundest wisdom.” 

As the number of patients being admitted slowed             

dramatically in early March the Education Department     

requested that no more patients be admitted, that the small 

number of patients occupying the building be transferred to 

another facility and the school be re-opened for educational 

purposes.  By March 20 only four patients remained and a 

start was made to dismantle the hospital. The building was 

thoroughly fumigated and the school finally re-opened on   

26 March after 41 days. Of the 82 patients that had been       

admitted to the hospital only four had died. 

The conditions that had been in place for two months were 

relaxed and within a fortnight a more virulent strain of the 

pneumatic influenza broke out. Press reports informed the 

public that the epidemic had taken a turn for the worse and 

municipalities were instructed to re-open their hospitals. In 

spite of the Broadmeadows Army Camp having been set up 

for emergency use the Health Authorities still preferred to 

utilize the High School in spite of protests from parents and 

an unsuccessful deputation to the Minister for Education. 

The Essendon High School students were forced to leave 

their school again and classes were held in rooms of the    

Wilson Street School, which was nearing completion, from 

17 April to 28 August.  

On 23 April the hospital was re-opened with seven patients  

being treated. Two deaths were recorded. By the end of the 

following week the number of patients had risen to 40 with 

twelve deaths. 

New Regulations and powers were introduced requiring 

those suffering symptoms to remain at home until cleared by 

a certificate from a medical practitioner. Victims leaving their 

homes before receiving the certificate faced a fine. A Home 

Nursing scheme was introduced. Little children would be 

temporarily removed from parents suffering from the flu and 

taken to a place of safety. The concern was that whole    

families were being infected at the same time.  

Life seemed to go on in spite of the health problems and the 

risks involved. Spectators still attended football matches and 

other outdoor activities continued and there was no         

indication of healthy members of the community being 

forced to isolate in their homes.  

The epidemic ran its course over the following months and 

by early August only four patients remained at the Essendon 

Influenza Hospital. By the end of the month there were no 

further cases and the school was again fumigated and           

re-opened for school purposes on 28 August. 

The Health Officer, in his annual report to Council, reported 

in February 1920  that in 1919 there were 340 deaths        

recorded in the municipality (159 males and 181 females) of 

which 80 were attributed to influenza. 10,318 inoculations 

were administered between 25 January and 22 March 1919.  

The Essendon Influenza Hospital treated 80 patients       

between 13 February and 22 March with four deaths        

recorded. In the second outbreak (from early April to 27   

August) 344 patients were admitted resulting in 38 deaths. 

There were a further 389 home patients with two nurses 

making 2,115 home visits. 

THE OVERALL IMPACT OF THE SPANISH FLU 

                               AUSTRALIA WIDE 

A report in the Melbourne Herald dated 2 December 1919 

reported the official record of deaths State by State from    

15 January 1919 to 7 November 1919  as follows 

NEW SOUTH WALES    5870 

VICTORIA      3347 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA      504 

QUEENSLAND       286 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA     335 

TASMANIA        186 

TOTAL      10528 

It is interesting to note that the casualties of the Spanish       

Influenza appeared to be young healthy adults.  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) causes more deaths in those who 

are elderly or those who have a pre-existing illness. 

Whilst there were restrictions to a degree on the general  

public during the Spanish Flu epidemic and some             

establishments closed down for a short period, there was no 

indication of a lock down or serious economic repercussions. 

The Health Officials in 1919 were concerned about large 

numbers of people meeting inside four walls but were not 

concerned about outdoor activities such as sports events. 

Whilst all school children were given a longer Christmas 

break when the epidemic first broke out, children returned to 

school in March and they attended school through the     

second more virile outbreak  

An interesting comment was made by a medical practitioner 

that is still very relevant in 2020. He suggested that:  

“YOUR FATE IS IN YOUR HANDS” (wash your hands)   
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While you have all been locked away in your homes and   

restricted from your normal activities you may not be aware 

of the big changes which continue to occur in our district. 

The most recent activity has been occurring in Moonee 

Ponds on the corner of Homer Street and Mount Alexander 

Road. The two storey building on the corner occupied until 

recently by Bank First (687 Mount Alexander Road) and the 

former Australian Electoral Commission Office(4 Homer 

Street) have been demolished by One Call Demolition and 

Excavation Pty Ltd to make way for a multi-storey high rise 

complex. The fourteen storey building will comprise six 

shops on the ground floor and 220 residential units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demolition taking place (23 March 2020) 

 HISTORY OF THE SITE (569 Mount Alexander Road) 

In 1876 a stone dwelling of five rooms was built on the    

corner site and was occupied first by William Bennett (1876-

89). In 1890 mason, Henry Price became the occupier and 

the dwelling was known as “Drinmore”. The house was owned 

by the Wesleyan Ministers Superannuation Fund. Hutchison 

Hunt, a produce merchant, purchased the property in 1901 

and remained there for about 25 years.  

In 1933 the old residence was demolished and became a   

Garage for motor mechanic, N. Greenway. In 1937 Richard 

Harrington bought the business and it was known first as 

Harrington Motors and later, T. K. Motors.  

The Victorian Teachers Union, which had established a 

Credit Union Cooperative in Hawthorn in 1972, purchased 

the Moonee Ponds property and opened a Branch of its 

Credit Union. It was opened on 31 August 1983 by television 

personality and Mayor of Essendon, Cr Doug Elliott. At this 

time the street number had changed to No 687 Mount    

Alexander Road. 

The VTU Credit Union Bank in recent times changed its 

name to Bank First and relocated in July 2019 to a shop on 

the north side of Puckle Street. 

No 4 Homer Street, adjoining the VTU property, served for 

many years and up to 2017 as the local office of the         

Australian Electoral Commission. It was also a double storey 

building and the second level was leased out to several    

businesses.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The cleared site—29 April 2020  

GARRYOWEN (originally No 571 Mount Alexander Road)  

The demolition of the two properties has exposed the    

southern wall of an old two storey Victorian property known 

as “Garryowen”. It was built in 1886 on land also owned by 

the Wesleyan Ministers Superannuation Fund, and occupied 

by Sarah Edmondson for four years. In 1890 it was occupied 

by Rev Digby Berry, the Vicar of the St Thomas’ Anglican 

Church while the Vicarage across the road was being built.  

For many years thereafter it was occupied by medical      

practitioners—Dr Fullarton (1891), Dr C. W. Shaw (1892-

93), Dr Horatio Martell (1894-95), dentist J. F Fletcher 

(1896). From 1892, during the occupancy of Dr Shaw, the 

residence was called “Fairview” 

From 1901-04 it was occupied by Charles Steet, the Manager 

of the Patent Aerator Co. before being taken over as the  

Essendon Police Station.  It remained the police station   

under the charge of Sgt Daniel Kennedy until 1912 when the 

new Moonee Ponds Police Station was ready for occupancy. 

From 1913-15 it became Miss Margaret Regan’s Private  

Hospital. 

In 1916 Dr. Martin Joseph Ryan, physician & surgeon,     

purchased the property and remained there until his death in 

1931. The Practice was purchased by Dr Vallence C Podger 

in 1932 and he remained there until 1953. During this time 

the residence was renamed “Garryowen” 

Dr J. C. Egan conducted his medical practice from 1954 and 

was still practising from there in 1975 when the Sands &  

Macdougall Directories ceased publication. 

In more recent times, and prior to 1990, “Garryowen” was 

converted into the Chez Lucien Restaurant. 

By Bob Chalmers   .  

MORE HIGH RISE FOR MOONEE PONDS 
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EHS Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

ACTING SECRETARY: 

Hayden Williams Ph:  0417 559 086 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 0418 511 408 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

May General Meeting—

CANCELLED 

JUNE  

50th ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

(POSTPONED) 

POSSIBLE DATE 

TUESDAY 27 OCTOBER 2020 

(subject to Verification) 

 

JULY GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday 28 JULY 2020 

Subject to the Corona Virus  being 

under control and meetings being 

permitted. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 25 AUGUST 

(commencing at 7.30 pm) 

At the Court House Museum 

 

Members will be informed by email 

or letter when we will be resuming 

our activities. Hopefully the      

Committee will be able to meet 

within the next couple of months. 

Meetings 

 

The Monthly General Meetings, 

usually held at the Moonee Ponds 

Court House Museum on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month, 

have been cancelled until further 

notice 

Court House Museum 

The Court House Museum is closed 

to members and the public until  

further notice due to the             

coronavirus. 

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  EHS 

Newsletter is Friday 12 June, 2020.         

Material forwarded before this date 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        EHS Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (EHS) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The EHS Newsletter, produced five 

times each year, is an important  

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2020 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

Tony Kelleher has donated detailed 

research material on the Avondale 

Heights area for which we are very 

grateful. Thanks Tony. 

Lorraine James has forwarded on to 

us a collection of photographs of 

past EHS activities that may be of 

value for the 50th Anniversary     

Display. Many of these were taken by 

Emma Thege. 

  

 

Welcome to our most recent      

member—Megan Rankin of         

Essendon. Megan won her        

Membership as a prize in the Local 

History Trivia Quiz conducted by the 

Moonee Valley Libraries.             

Congratulations Megan. We hope 

that we will meet up with you at one 

of our activities later in the year. 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 

NEW MATERIAL RECEIVED 

NEW MEMBER 


