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What a red letter day Tuesday, 22 October 2019 was for 

the Essendon Historical Society. After 1246 days (41 

months), members were able to return to the renovated 

and restored building that was so badly damaged by fire on 

27 June 2016, for the October General Meeting. It was  

fitting that the Guest Speaker on this special occasion was 

Simon Davies, the Director of SIDA Developments, the 

company responsible for completing Stage 2 of the       

Restoration work. 

Mary Cahill, Terry Scott and I have been involved in many 

meetings over the past two years with architect, Fraser 

Brown and Simon and his team of skilled architectural 

tradesmen, and we are extremely grateful to them for the 

wonderful job that they have done in restoring our       

beautiful courthouse.  

There have been many challenging decisions that we had to 

make along the way and additions to the original scope, but 

we always found that Simon, his son Sebastian, Ray Zlatkin 

and the other contractors to be most understanding and 

supportive of our requests. 

The Official re-opening of the Moonee Ponds Court 

House will be held on Thursday, 21 November and the 

Exhibition History Reclaimed will be launched on      

Wednesday, 4 December. Because of the limited space  

inside the Courtroom, both of these events will be by       

invitation only. We will then be opening the premises to 

the public on Saturday 7 December and Sunday 8          

December from 2-5 pm.    

There is still more to do—the landscapers will be on site in 

the coming weeks to enhance the surrounds—but at last 

we can see plans for the future falling into place. 

I am very mindful of the number of organisations and   

people who have given us great support to enable us to 

continue to operate while the building was being restored. 

In particular, I would like to thank the staffs of the Niddrie 

and Sam Merrifield Libraries for providing meeting places 

and accommodation for our Cataloguing Committee in the 

basement of the Niddrie Library. We are also grateful to 

Sharon Keppel (City of Moonee Valley Administrator) for 

arranging meeting places for our monthly committee    

meetings within the Council buildings and Marika Pizzey 

and the staff of the “Windy Hill Function Centre” for  

making the Hi Marque Room available to us for our 

monthly General Meetings. 

And of course, thanks to all of the members who          

continued to support the E.H.S. through its most         

challenging period by supporting our monthly meetings 

and other events. 

We will once again be organising two street stalls in Puckle 

Street in December. The stalls will be set up west of the 

entrance to the Moonee Ponds Central Mall and will     

operate from 11.00 am to 2.00 pm on Saturday 14         

December and Friday 20 December. Leave a message for 

Kelsey Collins, on our answering service (9370  4607) if 

you would like to help us run these stalls. 

Reference is made on the back page of this Newsletter to 

the fact that our General Meeting on 26 November will be 

our last meeting for 2019. 

The E.H.S. Committee decided early in the year to make a 

change from our usual practice and have only one Dinner 

Meeting. December is always a very busy month and it has 

become difficult to get sufficient numbers at our Christmas 

Break-up Function to keep it viable. We will, however,  

devote time at our November Meeting to celebrate the 

coming Festive Season and a special supper will be        

provided on that night .   

Because of time constraints in distributing tickets and    

putting the prizes together there will be no Christmas 

Hamper this year.   

I had the pleasure, on Monday, 21 November, of joining 

the Mayor Cr Narelle Sharpe and Cr Richard Lawrence in 

cutting the ribbon to open the newly restored Settler’s  

Cottage, now located in Woodlands Park. I was also invited 

to provide the gathering with a short talk about the history 

of the cottage while enjoying refreshments in the nearby 

Caretaker’s Cottage. It was a most enjoyable occasion. 

It was good to welcome members of the Cataloguing  

Committee back to the Moonee Ponds Court House after a 

considerable break. However, during that time they have 

continued to meet and are looking forward to settling back 

into the task of organising our collections. I thank them for 

the work that they continued to do while the Court House 

was being restored.  

The coming year marks the 50th Anniversary of the      

Essendon Historical Society and the 5020 Sub Committee 

has put together an attractive calendar which will be    

available at the November meeting. The A3 sized calendar   

features lovely photographs relating to the Moonee Valley 

district and will be on sale for $15.00.  

I look forward to catching up with as many of you as    

possible in the near future, either at our General Meeting 

or during our Open Weekend in December. 

Bob Chalmers (President) 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE EHS       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

We are very grateful for the support that we received 
from EHS members, local organisations, the Moonee 
Valley community and other sources. Your generosity 
has enabled us to purchase the following items or      
undertake the important projects listed below:   

 
Bills’ horse trough repaired and relocated 
Chest of Drawers 
Filing cabinets, plan cabinets & shelving 
Folding display panels 
Frames for, and restoration of, the original Court House 
plans 
Kitchenette table 
Lap top computers 
Lectern 
Letterbox 
Microwave oven 
Pie warmer 
Refrigerator 
Refurbishment of 1866 Nettleton frame 
Refurbishment of the Court Room and Barrister’s tables 
Refurbishment of the Life Membership Board 
Refurbishment of the H.E. Elliott Plaque 
Refurbishment of the Reporters’ Table 
Refurbishment of the Witness Stand 
Restoration of the 1885 Councillors’ frame 
Restoration of Port Phillip Farmers’ Association silverware 
Roller blinds 
Signage for the Bills’ Horse Trough and the Ascot Vale Tem-
perance Hall Foundation Stone 
Stackable chairs 
Storage rack for storage of framed photographs 
Wardrobe for costume collection 

 

FAREWELL TO ERIC GLASSENBURY 

I regret to inform you of the recent passing of Eric 

Glassenbury who would have been well known to 

many of our older members. I received a telephone call 

from one of his sons, Kevin, to say that his father had 

died on 14 October after being diagnosed with       

pancreatic cancer two months earlier. He was 92 years 

of age. 

Eric, who had lived in Essendon all his life, had moved 

from his home in Fawkner Street, Essendon, earlier 

this year and was living in an aged care establishment 

in West Brunswick at the time of his death. 

Eric and his wife Margaret attended our Meetings  

regularly before Margaret’s declining health restricted 

their movements. Margaret died three years ago.  

Bob Mackay, Keith McKenna and I attended Eric’s 

Funeral which was held at Our Lady of the Nativity 

Church in Fawkner Street, West Essendon on Tuesday, 

22 October. He had been a member of the EHS for 31 

years, joining in 1988.    

ITEMS PURCHASED FOR THE 

COURT HOUSE RESTORATION 

THROUGH YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS  



Page 4 

                      Essendon Historical Society Newsletter—Issue No. 252   October—November 2019 

COURT HOUSE 

RESTORATION REPORT 

by Mary Cahill 

(Restoration Manager) 

 

 

 

 

BACK HOME AT LAST! 

The builders have left and the Courthouse has been 

handed back to EHS. The whole building has been      

refurbished or restored, as we have been saying “it is a 

new old building!” There will need to be some minor 

adjustments over the initial months but so far the      

building is working very well. The feedback has been 

very favourable. 

Most of the EHS local history Collection has been      

returned to the Courthouse. We have, however, needed to 

rent some secure, local storage space for those items 

which we rarely use but need to keep—e.g. old minute 

books. 

The 1866 gilt frame containing photos taken by Charles 

Nettleton has been professionally restored and now 

hangs proudly in the courtroom. The original courtroom 

furniture which survived the fire has been restored and 

returned.  

The Ted Smith Room has been refurbished and will   

provide office facilities for members and the Cataloguing 

Committee. The Sam Merrifield Room is fitted out for 

the storage of maps, framed pictures and photos.             

It is such a pleasure to now work in a refurbished kitchen 

which prior to the fire was totally inadequate. Thanks to 

the work of Terry Scott, contracts for cleaning and fire 

services for the building have been signed. 

There is still landscaping to be completed—hopefully by 

the end of November. The horse trough and foundation 

stone of the Ascot Vale Temperance Hall have been 

moved to more prominent positions in the front garden. 

EHS has been working with the staff of Moonee Valley 

Council and Museums Victoria on an impressive        

exhibition entitled History Reclaimed. It tells the story of 

the fire and the restoration of the Courthouse, and also 

the reclaiming of other local historic buildings. Thanks to 

Bob Chalmers for his work on this exhibition which will 

be opened by the MVCC Mayor. For the opening of the 

newly restored Courthouse, we are delighted that Danny 

Pearson, Member for Essendon, will officiate. We regret 

that, due to the lack of space, entry to these two events 

will be by invitation only. 

EHS members are invited especially to attend the EHS 

General Meeting on 26 November at 7.30 pm at the 

Courthouse (of course) to celebrate the conclusion of the 

restoration process and view the exhibition.  

We have come a long way since the disastrous fire in 

June 2016! 

An access ramp has 

been built on the 

south side of the 

building leading to the 

former holding cell 

The courtroom, set up 

for our October 

Meeting. Sixty      

stackable chairs have 

been purchased. 
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A small, four roomed weatherboard cottage that several 
years ago was threatened with demolition, has been        
relocated to the south-west corner of Woodlands Park and 
given a new lease of life by a team of skilled heritage   
craftsmen. 
Its re-birth was marked by a low key ceremony on the 
morning of 21 October. The Mayor, Cr Narelle Sharpe, 
who was largely responsible for generating the support of 
the community through social media to save the cottage, 
after a short speech, invited Cr Richard Lawrence and me 
to assist her to cut the symbolic ribbon. 

The Newly Restored Cottage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cr Narelle Sharpe cuts the ribbon 
(with assistance of Cr Richard Lawrence and me) 

 
As is often the case when working on an old building there 
are often a few surprises that had been hidden from us for 
many years.  
When discussing the building with Vince Gurciullo, a 
member of the City of Moonee Valley Council staff who 
was working on the restoration project, he pointed out that 
the weatherboards were very old (possibly original) and 
that when the iron was removed from the roof, wooden 
hardwood shingles were revealed. These can be seen 
through a viewing window in the ceiling. The interior, once 

dark and gloomy, has been painted white and parts of the 
interior walls separating the small rooms have been       
removed to open the building up for practical use. 
 
After the opening ceremony was concluded we all retired 
to the nearby Caretaker’s Cottage and enjoyed the lovely 
refreshments  provided by the ladies of the local Country 
Women’s Association Branch. 
 While enjoying the cup of morning tea and the scones and 
jam (for which the CWA  is renowned), I was invited to 
speak to the gathering and tell them a little of the history of 
the wooden building which had stood on the east side of 
Mount Alexander Road, North Essendon (between Marco 
Polo and Albert Streets) for 155+ years.   

The table set for morning tea by the CWA Ladies  
 
 

 
 
The Settler’s Cottage was one of four buildings that was built 
to the north of the Essendon township in the 1850s. After 
undertaking research some years ago I came to the           
conclusion that this cottage (the only one of the four        
remaining) was built by carpenter, David Abbey, in about 
1859, although it is possible that an earlier land owner, 
Joshua Ewart Cooper, may have built it as early as 1854).  
It was advertised for lease by David Abbey in the “Argus” 
Newspaper on 22 November, 1860 as a four roomed cottage. 
Abbey was listed in the Sand & McDougall Directories of 
1865 and 1866 as residing in Essendon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cottage located at 902 Mount Alexander Road 
(renumbered No 1070 from 1930) c 1975 

A NEW LIFE FOR A HUMBLE DWELLING 

By Bob Chalmers 

EARLY HISTORY OF THE COTTAGE 
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In 1870 the property was sold to George Robertson, an 

ironmonger, who represented the Essendon Ward as a 

Councillor on the Essendon & Flemington Borough 

Council from 1871-1877. After his death the dwelling was 

left to his widow, Maria, who sold it in April 1888 to     

Angeline DeZille, the eldest daughter of Leon and       

Margaret DeZille. 

The DeZille family remained in the district for many years. 

Leon DeZille, a railway employee, was born in Calais, 

France, in 1832 and was listed in the 1856 Census as being 

a French polisher. 

In 1857 he married Hyacinthe Bernard who died five years 

later. In 1863 he re-married, his second wife being        

Margaret Loorim. The marriage between Leon and      

Margaret produced three children—Angelina (b1864), 

Charles (b1866) and Florence Isabella (b1869).   

The DeZille family was initially living in Hotham (North 

Melbourne), but had moved to Essendon by 1890 and 

lived in 908 Mount Alexander Road (long demolished). 

In 1891 Angelina transferred the cottage with a frontage of 

32 feet to the main road, to her mother, who held the title 

to the property until her death in 1909. Her Probate papers 

listed among her real estate, three dwellings in Mount 

Alexander Road, Essendon—Nos 902, 904 and 908.  

In her Will, Margaret left No 902, a double fronted 

weatherboard cottage containing four rooms and an iron 

roof to her eldest daughter, Angelina (now Mrs Charles 

Best).  

Her youngest daughter, Florence Isabella, married John 

Harrick, a member of the well known Keilor family. They 

inherited the family home at No 908—a slightly larger  

residence. 

Leon DeZille, who had become naturalised in 1893, died in 

1912 at the age of 80 years. 

Angelina Best (nee DeZille) died in 1920 and the little    

cottage was recorded in her probate papers. It was referred 

to as having being built “60 years ago” which would      

suggest that it was built c1860.   

 

 

 

 

 

The humble cottage c2015 

It is often very difficult to accurately record more recent 
history of a dwelling due to the cessation of the Sands & 
McDougall Directories and our great concern these days 
for privacy. However, the City of Essendon Valuation 
Books give us a little information about more recent      
history. 

In May 1963 the residence at 1070 Mount Alexander Road 
was purchased by Stavros Marcozanil, a religious painter, 
and his wife Fotina for £2,400 ($4,800). Terms of purchase 
were £350 ($700) deposit and £5 ($10) per week for 10 
years at 7% interest. A daughter, Theanos, lived in the 
North Essendon residence with her parents. Stavros died 
in 1968 but Fotina was still residing there in 1980 and   
possibly remained there until her death in 1988. 

Records in Ancestry.com suggest that the Marcozanil   
family were of Egyptian background. 

The photograph above was sent to me by EHS Member,    
Warren Doubleday. It was taken on 12 March 1960 by 
Brisbane tram enthusiast, Keith Caldwell and shows a No. 
59 Tram at the Marco Polo tram-stop. No 1070 Mount   
Alexander Road can be seen centre left. 

Six boxes of Keith Caldwell’s slides have been acquired by 
The Melbourne Tram Museum and Warren has been set 
the task of sorting through the collection. 

Thanks Warren, for the great photograph.   

 

 

 

Land on the north side of Marco Polo Street with a frontage 
of about 156 feet to Mount Alexander Road comprising one 
and a half acres, was taken up by coach builder, Thomas 
Smith Cooper in the early 1850s and brought under the 
Transfer of Land Statute in May 1870. Thomas Smith     
Cooper was a younger brother of Joshua Ewart Cooper. 

Thomas resided in a six room brick and weatherboard house 
in Marco Polo Street (Vernon Villa) Essendon until his death 
in 1920 aged 98 years.  A parcel of land at the western end of 
Cooper’s property was sold to the Church of England Trust 
Corporation in 1899 as the site for Christ Church. 

THOMAS SMITH COOPER 

ANOTHER EARLY RESIDENT  

OF THE NORTH ESSENDON AREA 
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An article appeared in the Real Estate Section of the “Age 
Newspaper (Saturday, 26 October 2019) advertising the 
pending sale of the well known Reception Venue, Ascot 
House. 

“Ascot House” is one of the few remaining boutique    
establishments catering for weddings, engagement parties 
and other special social events and has been under the 
ownership and management of the Patinyotis family since 
1979.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Ascot House”   

The original dwelling, an eight room weatherboard house 
built c1860, was the residence of John Thomas Smith, his 
wife Ellen (nee Pender) and their family of 11 children. J. 
T. Smith was a prominent Melbourne citizen and          
entrepreneur  in the 1850s and early 1860s serving as the 
Lord Mayor of Melbourne on seven occasions between 
1851-1864 before retiring to his country estate,  “The 
Farm” in Ascot Vale. His land, purchased in 1848,         
occupied an area of 58 acres and extended from the south 
side of Ormond Road to the south side of Bank Street/
Fenton Street (from Ascot Vale Road to the Moonee 
Ponds Creek). He called his house “Ascot”. 

Following Smith’s death in 1879 the land was subdivided 
to form Regent and Bank Streets (west of the railway line) 
and Waratah, Brisbane, Sydney Streets and Bank Street 
East (east of the line).  

In 1911 the residence, which had increased in size to 24 
rooms, was occupied by Arthur Fenton who established a 
catering business and reception house in the premises. This 
became one of the most popular establishments and the 
venue for many important family and community events. 
By March 1928 his establishment had hosted 500         
weddings.  
Arthur Fenton was elected to represent the Ascot Vale 
Ward of the Essendon City Council in 1916 and served the 
people of Ascot Vale for 29 years, wearing the Mayoral 
robes in 1918-19, 1929-30 and 1930-31. Cr Fenton was the 
President of the North Suburban Club for 23 years. He 
operated his reception house until his death in October 
1947. Shortly  before his demise, the street in which his 

business was located was changed from Bank Street East 
to Fenton Street in his honour. 

Following Fenton’s death the catering business was taken 
over by John Calexte Watson and his wife who renovated 
the premises and re-opened it as The New Ascot House” 
with a Dinner Dance on 6 November 1947.  

J. C. Watson remained the Proprietor of “New Ascot 
House” for the next fifteen years until his death in July 
1962. 

Ascot House remained an important venue for social 
events under the ownership of caterers Arthur Charles 
Powell and his wife, Leah from 1963 until the mid 1970s 
and they may have still owned the business at the time the 
Patinyotis family purchased the property. 

The Dining Room (Set up for a Probus Luncheon) 2014 

There were many local Reception Houses operating in the 
City of Essendon in the 1950s and 1960s but most of them 
have closed down.  

Some of those that are now gone are: 

Avon Court (Aberfeldie Street, Essendon)  
Ardmillan House (Norwood Crescent, Moonee Ponds)
Cidwood (Wilson Street, Moonee Ponds)  
Edenhope (80 Maribyrnong Road, Moonee Ponds) and 
Roselyn Court (Raleigh Street, Essendon) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ascot House’s Attractive Garden 

Story and Photographs by Bob Chalmers 

ASCOT HOUSE TO CHANGE HANDS 
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During the recent extensive reconstruction work           
undertaken to restore the fire damaged former Essendon 
(Moonee Ponds) Court House and present headquarters of 
the Essendon Historical Society, a much smaller            
refurbishing operation was performed on the Bills’ horse 
trough that once stood at the southern boundary of the 
garden area. 

The smartly tidied up trough now rests on newly made and 
correctly dimensional concrete support blocks at the front 
of the building due to its previous site being required for 
the provision of a public building, access ramp and was the 
subject of an article in “The Newsletter” some years ago. 
That article, with some minor additions, has been             
re-submitted for publication at the suggestion of the editor 
as appropriate as the post-fire restoration work winds 
down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The horse trough in the garden of the Essendon Historical 
Society Museum bearing the simple inscription “Donated 
by Annis and George Bills Australia” is a reminder of one 
of the most unusual and remarkable bequests ever made in 
this country to provide watering facilities for working 
horses and to animal welfare in Australia and overseas. 

 

 

 

 

George Bills was born in Brighton, England, in March 
1859 and married Annis Elizabeth Swann (who was born 
in Sheffield, England in September 1859) at the Brisbane 
Registry Office on 18 May 1885. Annis died at Brighton in 
June 1910 while the couple were on holidays in England 
and George died at Hawthorn, Melbourne, on 14          
December 1927. They had no children.  

In his will George instructed his sister Daisy and her     
husband, William Crook (his Executors and Trustees), that 
after disbursing his personal bequest they were to form a 
Trust to be administered by them and invest the residue of 
his estate to provide for animal welfare. The amount      
realised for investment is estimated to be between £80,000 
and £85,000. Following is an extract from an article in   
The   Sydney Morning Herald of 12 October 1928, reporting 
on the provision of his will. 

He directed that the income from the residue of his estate should be 
used in the erection of horse troughs where necessary or desirable for 
the relief of horses and other dumb animals in Australia, the British 
Isles, or any other part of the world subject to the consent of the proper 
authorities being obtained. He further directed that his Trustees might 
pay such sum of money as they in their discretion thought fit to any 
society or societies for the protection of animals , or the alleviation of 
cruelty to animals in the said places.” 

The legacy received wide publicity and requests for the 
troughs were forwarded to the George Bills Trust who on 
approval paid for and arranged their manufacture (at a cost 
of about £13), transport to, plumbing and installation at 
the various locations. The Trust provided approximately 
670 troughs of which more than 400 were installed in    
Victoria and 50 overseas. 

Initially of individual design, the troughs, all of which bear 
the names of Annis and George Bills and Australia, were 
standardised in the early 1930s and manufactured by J. B. 
Phillips Concrete Products in Auburn Road, Hawthorn. 
Production passed to Rocia Concrete who shifted their 
manufacture to Junee, NSW, in 1937 where about 20 were 
made, and from there to Sydney. Trough production 
ceased sometime between 1939 and 1945. 

As well as serving their basic utilitarian function the         
rectangular pre-cast concrete troughs with incised panels 
moulded into the front and arched back pediment to which 
was fastened the engraved donor’s plaque were distinctive 
and decorative in form. Designed for connection to a       
reticulated town water supply or a gravity feed tank water 
supply system a float valve mechanism housed in a small 
covered compartment at one end maintained a constant    
water level in the trough which was elevated on three       
concrete blocks to allow a horse to comfortably drink while 
harnessed to a vehicle. Some troughs included a small low-set 
trough for thirsty dogs and/or a bubble water fountain for 
thirsty humans. 

Examples of the combined watering facilities for equines, 
canines and humans – sans water – can be seen at        
Malmsbury and Kyneton. The EHS Bills trough is a “horses 
only” model. 

George’s father Richard was a bird dealer who migrated with 
his family from England to New Zealand in 1869. Leaving a 
son Charles in Dunedin to manage the bird business, he then 
migrated to Sydney in 1871 and with family members was 
trapping and trading in birds in the Echuca/Riverina area by 
1873. George’s brother Henry opened a bird shop in Sydney 
and in 1882 George did likewise in Brisbane. Shortly after 
their marriage Annis and George moved to Sydney where 

A FRIEND OF THE WORKING HORSE 

(a Previous Newsletter Article Revisited) 

By Peter Willoughby 

A FRIEND OF THE WORKING HORSE 
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George worked with and soon partnered Henry in what 
was to become a very profitable business, not bird  trading, 
but wire mattress manufacture. 

In the early 1880s, his brothers Walter and Richard Jnr were 
making wire bird cages and woven wire door mats in       
Melbourne when the inventive Walter developed a wire   
coiling and forming machine to produce wire mattresses.  
His machine laid the foundation for considerable family 
wealth and with the brothers working together the mattress 
business boomed to such an extent that by 1887 the bird 
trading business had to all intents and purposes flown out of 
the window. 

In Sydney he joined his brother as a partner in the firm of 
Henry Bills which in 1898 became Bills Bros who produced 
mattresses and beds from premises in Kent Street and also 
established a mattress manufactory at 131–135 Sturt Street 
South Melbourne. The Melbourne enterprise called Buesst 
and Bills Bros in time became the BBB Mattress Co which 
during the 1950s advertised their innerspring mattresses with 
the slogan, “A good bed is like a bad habit. Easy to get into but hard 
to get out of”. 

He retired to Melbourne in 1908 and soon after Henry     
followed suit. On settling in Melbourne the brothers began 
making substantial donations to the Victorian Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and Henry served on the 
committee of that organisation for ten years. Their long-
standing, generous and continuing support of the NSW 
SPCA was recognised in 1924 when they were both made 
Life Governors of that society. 

As the automobile replaced the working horse as local      
motive power and the need for troughs ceased, the Trust, as 
it had done since its inception, continued to provide financial 
support to animal welfare societies and for animal welfare 
projects. The Tally Ho (Burwood East) Rest Home for 
Horses, the Tally Ho (Tailwaggers Club) Kennels, the      
Preston Kennels, the RSPCA headquarters and animal refuge 
at Burwood East and X-ray equipment for the Lort Smith 
Animal Hospital in North Melbourne are examples of the 
Trust’s support. 

Ironic as it may be, when the trust was created in his name, 
George Bills, formerly an active participant with a family 
whose livelihood at one time was the trapping, incarceration 
and trading in native birds, became one of, if not the largest 
financial benefactor to animal welfare this country had 
known to that time. 

With the ascendancy of the motor vehicle as “king of the 
road” the era of the horse as a daily presence in community 
life drew to a close and as “Neddy” disappeared from the 
roads so did the kerbside water troughs. Notwithstanding any 
nostalgic or historic symbolism, it is probably due to their 
aesthetic that many Bills troughs survived the modernisation 
process and are now to be found as flower boxes or         
ornaments in municipal parks and reserves or as display 
items at local history centres whereas their less decorative 
equivalents were consigned to the tip. 

 

 

 

 

 

George and Annis Bills       Erika Tunbridge Wells 

In what was to be the last Bills trough provided in Victoria, 
the Trust informed the Essendon City Council in November 
1937 that it would replace a water trough in Buckley Street 
which had recently been damaged when struck by a motor 
car. This trough was placed facing west and centrally at the 
western extremity of the road carriageway dividing plantation 
in Buckley Street adjacent to Clarinda Road. Mrs Dulcie 
Flynn, formerly a resident of Hampton Road, Essendon 
West, accompanied by her daughter Isobel (sister-in-law of 
the writer) would often stop at this trough to water their 
horse while on regular shopping trips to Moonee Ponds in 
their two wheeled, rubber tyred cart. 

The history of the trough in the garden at Moonee Ponds is 
unknown and its acquisition by the EHS is presently unclear 
and subject to ongoing research. The answer to those     
questions may possibly be contained in the Essendon City 
Council files held in the collection of the Public Records  
Office of Victoria.  To make a definitive statement regarding 
the history of this trough without proof would be unwise. 

Impossible though it may be, in a fit of fancy one can     
wonder if on slaking their thirsts at the troughs so generously 
provided, would those working horses that often trod a long, 
hard road, in grateful appreciation raise their noses and    
quietly neigh, “Thank you Annis and George Bills”. 

Sources. 

Gemmill George, Bills Horse Troughs 
www.webdotwiz.com/billshorsetroughs  

Gibson Tim, Donated by Annis and George Bills Australia.    
Gippsland Heritage Journal No.20 

Low John, The Lost Horse Troughs of Audley. Doryanthes,        
The Journal of History and Heritage for Southern Sydney Vol.3. No.4 

Pertzel Barbara, For All Creatures. A History of RSPCA Vic. 

The Argus Melbourne 

The Sydney Morning Herald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks Peter, for this great article, well worth 

repeating at this appropriate time. 

The horse trough, in its new location, will   

become a talking point for those passing by. 

To ensure that they understand the signifi-

cance of this piece of our history and the      

generosity of George and Annis Bills, a story-

board is in the process of being erected       

adjacent to the trough.  

http://www.webdotwiz.com/billshorsetroughs
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A large triangular portion of land in Ascot Vale bounded 

by Epsom, Maribyrnong and Union Roads and comprising 

of 111 acres, was sold to Sydney auctioneer, George Pile, 

on 24 January 1882 for a sum of £156,549/3/9. Pile      

applied for the land under the Transfer of Land Statute and 

was issued the Certificate of Title on 17 April 1883 before 

conveying it to Melbourne auctioneer, Alexander Fraser as 

his Melbourne agent.. 

The land was immediately subdivided into 359 villa        

allotments and advertised for sale as Temperance      

Township in late 1883. Streets created included The      

Parade, St Leonards Road, Rose, Munro, Mirams, Geddes 

Burrowes, Ferguson and Holdsworth Streets.   

For many years, prior to the land being sub-divided it was, 

according to Harry Huntington Peck in his book “Memoirs 

of a Stockman, used by stock agents King & Cunningham, to 

rest their mobs of sheep and cattle which had been driven 

overland from as far north as Queensland and was known 

as “King’s Paddock” 

The Temperance Movement was very strong in the 1880s 

and there was fierce opposition from churches and other 

organisations such as the Total Abstinence Society and the 

Rechabites, to the manufacture and sale of alcohol.  

In an advertisement in The Argus dated 21 November 1882 

and advertising the sale on 25 November,  the following 

paragraph was included: 

The owners, recognising the great success that has attended temperance 

townships in England, Ireland, Wales and the Colony of New South 

Wales, have determined to make this 

THE PIONEER TEMPERANCE TOWNSHIP OF VICTORIA. 

 In a later advertisement reference is made to the successful 

Temperance Townships—Saltaire (in England), Bessbrook 

(in Ireland), Lowmoor (in Wales), Vineland (in America) 

and Goughtown and Garfieldtown in New South Wales. 

Among the reasons to purchase a block of land in this    

sub-division listed in the advertisements were: 

Because no Hotels, breweries or distilleries will be allowed 

Because it is dedicated to the Temperance Cause and 

Because it is such a delightful and invigorating locality. 

The Title of Certificate for each block of land sold in    

Temperance Township contained the following: 

ENCUMBERANCES REFERRED TO: 

The Covenant contained in Instrument of Transfer     

numbered 156874 in the Register Book forbidding the sale, 

storage or manufacture of spirituous or fermented liquor 

on the above land or any part thereof: 

This covenant is still in force today. 

THE TEMPERANCE HALL 

The Ascot Vale Temperance Hall was built on Temperance 

Reserve, an acre site on the corner of St Leonards Road 

and Holdsworth Street donated by vendor George Pile. 

.    Map showing site of Hall     The relocated Foundation Stone 

The Foundation stone was laid on 28 January 1891 by the 

President of the Total Abstinence Society and Ascot Vale 

Ward Councillor, Cr W. T. C. Kelly. 

The hall was designed by architect Alfred Gooding and 

built by contractors, W. J. Dingle & Co. at a cost of £1300. 

It was officially opened on 29 April 1891. 

The St Leonards Road frontage comprised two shops, each 

20 feet wide on each side of  a 10 foot wide vestibule while 

the hall itself was 71 feet by 35 feet. The walls were 17 feet 

high.  

The building was purchased by the St Mary’s Catholic 

Church in 1916 and became known as “St Marys Hall. It 

was used as a church and school hall until it was destroyed 

by fire in February, 1974. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 After the fire the Foundation stone was stored at the    

Essendon Council Depot and later presented to the       

Essendon Historical Society. It is now located on the north 

side of the Court House building. 

TEMPERANCE TOWNSHIP 

and 

THE ASCOT VALE TEMPERANCE HALL 

By Bob Chalmers 

This photograph was taken by Dr Sam Merrifield in 1974 

shortly after the hall was damaged by fire. 
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REPORT ON OUR OCTOBER MEETING 

A JUBILANT RETURN 

 

 

 

22 October, 2019 marked a very special day in the history 

of the Essendon Historical Society, for it was the first 

meeting to be conducted in the Court House since 24 May, 

2016. For many members it was the first time that they had 

been inside the courtroom since the disastrous fire and 

they were, on the whole, greatly heartened by what they 

saw. 

This Meeting gave us a chance to test out our new       

technology—the large screen, the new lighting and the 

newly installed sound system, and apart from a couple of 

small glitches, all went well. 

It was fitting that the Guest Speaker on this momentous 

occasion was Simon Davies, whose company, SIDA    

Constructions Pty Ltd, was responsible for undertaking the 

challenging Stage 2 of the Restoration Work. With the   

assistance of a great team of skilled tradesmen, and with 

the guidance of architect, Fraser Brown of Quadratum   

Architecture, the work has been completed. 

Following the Business Meeting, Mary Cahill introduced 

Simon, who gave us an interesting talk about his work on a   

number of Heritage buildings in different parts of         

Melbourne, each with their own problems that had to be 

overcome and referring back at times to the intricate detail 

that had to be recreated in restoring them. 

Following his talk, President Bob Chalmers extended a 

vote of thanks to him for giving us an insight into what is 

involved in restoring old buildings and thanked him for the 

willingness to work harmoniously with us and cheerfully 

undertake the many “extras” that we requested of him and 

his sub-contractors along the way. 

Treasurer Terry Scott, then presented Simon with a gift on 

behalf of all members present, as a token of appreciation 

for his talk. 

The evening was concluded with a light supper.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simon Davies chats with Peter Bromley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Happy Group of Members in the Courtroom   

(Photos by Julie Scott)  

 

 

     

The State Member for Essendon, Mr. Danny Pearson, 

MLA, will officially re-open the newly restored Moonee 

Ponds Court House on 

  

                    THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER  

 

The Exhibition— History Reclaimed put together 

jointly by the EHS, Moonee Valley Libraries and Museums 

Australia (Victoria), will be launched two weeks later, on  

                 WEDNESDAY, 4 DECEMBER                           

Unfortunately it has been necessary to limit     

numbers for both of these special events, so        

attendance at the Official Opening and the         

Exhibition Launch will be by Invitation Only. 

However, members attending the November General    

Meeting on 26 November (which falls between the two 

events) will have an opportunity of  seeing the Exhibition 

before it is officially opened. 

You are also reminded that the Court House will be          

re-opening for  members and the public on the weekend of 

7 and 8 December from 2—5 pm. and again on the 

weekend of 11 and 12 January between 2-5 pm. 

 

LATE NOTE: -  COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

Congratulations to Cr Samantha Byrne of the Buckley Park 

Ward who was elected as Mayor of the City of Moonee 

Valley on Tuesday 29 October for the coming year. 

Long serving Councillor, Cr John Sipek will serve as her 

deputy.  

THE OFFICIAL RE-OPENING 

OF THE COURT HOUSE 

AND LAUNCH OF EXHIBITION 

“HISTORY RECLAIMED” 
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EHS Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Rosalie Coutts Ph: 9379 5375 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

NOVEMBER MEETING 

The November General Meeting 

will be held in the  

MOONEE PONDS  

COURT HOUSE MUSEUM 

(cnr Mt Alexander Road and  

Kellaway Avenue, Moonee Ponds 

on 

TUESDAY, 26 NOVEMBER 2019 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

THIS WILL BE THE FINAL 

MEETING FOR 2019 

Members are invited to join us for 

the second meeting in the Court 

House following the 2016 fire and 

enjoy our Break-up Celebrations. 

NOTE 

There will be no E.H.S. Function in 

December this year. 

2020  

MONDAY, 20 JANUARY 

(Committee Planning Meeting) 

TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2020 

Members Night 

(Show and Tell) 

and VIDEOS 

Meetings 

The Essendon Historical Society 

meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 

month (February to December) at 

the Moonee Ponds Court House 

Museum (cnr Mount Alexander 

Road and Kellaway Avenue, Moonee 

Ponds) at 7.30 pm (unless otherwise 

advised)  

Court House Museum 

The restored museum will open to 

the public on Saturday and Sunday, 

7 and 8  December 2019 and 11 and 

12 January , 2020  from  1—4 pm  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  EHS 

Newsletter is 10 January, 2020.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        EHS Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (EHS) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The EHS Newsletter, produced five 

times each year, is an important  

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2019 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

We will once again be conducting 

two Street Stalls in Puckle Street, 

Moonee Ponds in December at the 

following times. 

SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER 

and 

FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 

On north side of Puckle Street, near 

the entrance to the Moonee Ponds 

Central Mall 

(11.00 a.m.—2 p.m.)  

If you are able to spare some time 

on either of these days to support 

us, please email us or leave a   

message on the telephone.  

 

 

 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 

CHRISTMAS  

STREET STALLS 


