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Greetings Members, 

The past few months have quickly slipped away and it is hard 

to believe that 2019 is already nearly three quarters over. This 

of course brings us closer to our big year—The Golden        

Jubilee of the Essendon Historical Society. 

We were very sad to learn of the death of  Joan Sach last 

month. Joan and her husband, Ian, have been very loyal   

supporters of our activities over the past twenty years and 

were regular faces at most of our General Meetings. A    

number of our members were in attendance at a very moving 

Memorial Service for Joan on Friday, 30 August. 

Our Annual Dinner Meeting, held in June, was very well  

attended and enjoyed by all. The food was very good and the 

room was well set up. The Guest Speaker, Dr Gary Presland, 

gave us an excellent illustrated talk demonstrating the      

connection between natural history and local history. Thanks 

to Julie and Terry Scott who once again organised the     

function, which was a great success.   

Our Office Bearers and Committee of Management were 

elected at the Annual Meeting in July. It is a great pleasure to 

welcome three new members, Rosalie Coutts, Bill Mundy 

and Lyndall Byrne to the Committee. We are very grateful to 

Rosalie for stepping into the position of Secretary for the 

coming year. This gives Mary Cahill, our Secretary for the 

past eleven years, the opportunity of focusing on the final 

planning of the Court House restoration and re-activation 

programs. A presentation was made to Mary at the August 

General Meeting to recognise her great contribution as     

Secretary. Mary was co-opted back onto the Committee at its 

first Meeting in August as the Restoration Manager which 

means that for the first time for many years we will be      

operating with a full committee of nine members.  

The highlight of the AGM was, of course, the election of our 

hard working Treasurer as a Life Member of the EHS. (see 

Page 5). 

Our 50th Anniversary Sub-committee, chaired by Elaine 

Brogan, OAM,  has already met on a number of occasions 

and is working on a few ideas for 2020.  A 2020 Calendar is 

currently in the hands of the printer and is expected to be 

available to members in mid to late November.   

We are appealing to all members (particularly those who have 

been with us for a long time), to see what photographs or 

other memorabilia you may have put away and forgotten 

about that might be useful for display purposes. Elaine and 

other members of the sub-committee would be pleased to 

hear from you. 

Unfortunately, because of the fact that we have removed all 

of our records and equipment from the Niddrie Library and 

returned them to the Court House, and that the Court House 

is still a building site, our Cataloguing Committee has had to 

go into recess for a short period. However, we hope that 

when the contractors finish up at the end of the month Judy 

Maddigan and her team will be able to resume their work in 

the beautifully restored building. 

We all enjoyed greatly our August General Meeting, when 41 

members and friends were in attendance to hear an excellent 

talk about the interesting history of Salmon Reserve by Dr 

Anne Black. 

 The exterior of the Courthouse building is looking better 

than it has done for a long time. The tuckpointing has made 

the old building stand out and many people, some complete 

strangers, have commented about the work that is being   

carried out. An up-to-date report on the work in progress by 

Mary Cahill appears on page 4. 

PLEASE NOTE: Our September Meeting (24th) will be 

our LAST MEETING at Windy Hill and from October 

onwards we will be returning to our lovely renovated 

headquarters.  

The Courtroom now features four heaters, a large television 

screen, a new lectern and an amplification system feeding six 

speakers. It should be a perfect venue for future meetings. It 

will be fully tested in October by our Guest Speaker, Simon 

Davies of SIDA Constructions, who has been working on 

the restoration work for us for the past 18 months.    

The EHS Committee at a Meeting in April, decided that we 

would not organise a Christmas Dinner in December as had 

been the custom in past years, due to the difficulty in getting 

the numbers required at that busy time of the year. It was 

decided that a low key End of Year Break-up would be    

celebrated as part of our November Meeting.  The           

arrangements for this will be published in the next         

Newsletter. 

I have been appealing to members many times to contribute 

articles for the Newsletter, and was very pleased to receive a 

number of interesting items for publication in this Issue. 

Newsletter No 251 features very interesting articles by Peter 

Willoughby, Dr Graeme Dennerstein and Jenny Macaffer. 

Thank you Peter, Graeme and Jenny, for your contributions.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Bob Chalmers 

(President) 

 

Photo: 

Interior of Courtroom 

after restoration 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE EHS       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

The activities that are being planned include an anniversary 

dinner featuring a nominated Guest speaker. A celebratory 

decorated cake will add to the occasion. 

A souvenir booklet detailing significant events in the     

history of the Society and corresponding local and world 

events that have shaped this time is also planned. 

In order to attract the attention of the younger generation, 

a coloring book featuring historical subjects is being      

prepared. 

A calendar is planned to provide some memory prompts of 

then and now whilst also providing an opportunity to raise 

funds for the society at the Christmas street stall. 

Display boards covering the Society and local history 
will be prepared which it is hoped can be displayed in 
each of the regional libraries and our courthouse    
during the year. 
 
 

ESSENDON HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY 

50th 

ANNIVERSARY 

50th ANNIVERSARY  

SUB-COMMITTEE 

Back: Greg Thege, Malcolm McNab and 

Eve Park 

Front: Emma Thege, Lyndall Byrne, 

Elaine Brogan OAM (Chair) and Alison 

McNab.  
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Final stages! 

The builders report that they plan to return the Courthouse 

site to the EHS by the end of September.  Terry Scott has 

organised landscaping to occur throughout October, hence 

it will be November before all works are completed and 

this is when Opening events and access will begin to occur. 

The extension to the original completion date of the    

building works has been mainly due to the time needed for 

additional tuckpointing.  We were delighted to hear from 

the builder that our costs were less than those originally 

specified so we have been able to extend the tuckpointing 

to cover the southern side of the Courthouse.  Already it is 

apparent that the external appearance of all walls will be 

most impressive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The access ramp with its railings has been installed along 

the southern side of the building. Passers-by have        

commented that it will be very handy for a wide range of 

people and does not detract from the heritage elements of 

the building. 

The Ramp provides access via the Cell  

Together with the architect and builders, we have been 

checking both inside and out for any defects in the        

restoration works. The replacement of the slate on the   

portico roof has needed to be re-done because the architect 

was unhappy with the result. There have been several     

adjustments made to the audio-visual system.  Then there 

has been the usual easing of windows, paint touch-ups etc. 

Once opened, we expect an increase in the numbers of 

visitors to the Courthouse hence Julie Scott is preparing 

some information pamphlets about the Courthouse, EHS 

and some of the display items. Bob Chalmers has been 

planning the Opening Exhibition through the Roving       

Curators Project in conjunction with Julia Marshall (MVCC 

Library Staff) and Michele Summerton.  Terry Scott has 

been working on specifications for the cleaning contract 

for the Courthouse. 

It will be so good for us to hold our October General 
Meeting in the courthouse.  Our heritage builder will be the 
speaker for the meeting.  Put it in your diary now! 
 

(The Eastern Wall) 
 

Photos by Bob Chalmers 
 

COURTHOUSE 

RESTORATION REPORT 

by Mary Cahill 

(Restoration Manager) 
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The Annual General Meeting was held at Windy Hill     
Function Centre on Tuesday, 24 July. President Bob 
Chalmers, welcomed the members present and in his      
President’s Report outlined the activities of the Society over 
the past twelve months, thanking the members of the    
Committee for their support over the 2018-19 Year. 
He made special reference to the contribution of Secretary 
Mary Cahill, who was stepping down after eleven years in 
that office, and Treasurer Terry Scott, for his tireless work in 
many capacities.  
The reports covering the 2018-19 Financial Year were well 
presented in the EHS Annual Report produced by Julie and 
Terry Scott. 

After completion of the Reports, the President called on Life 
Member and former President, Bob Mackay, to take the 
Chair and conduct the Elections for the Committee of   
Management for the coming year, which resulted in the    
following: 
PRESIDENT:   Bob Chalmers 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Kelsey Collins 
SECRETARY:   Rosalie Coutts 
TREASURER:   Terry Scott 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Elaine Brogan (OAM) 
Greg Thege, Lyndall Byrne and Bill Mundy. 
Bob Chalmers thanked Bob Mackay for conducting the   
elections and welcomed Rosalie, Lyndall and Bill (who was 
overseas at this time) - the three new members of the    
Committee. He made special reference to Rosalie Coutts 
who had agreed to take up the Secretarial position to enable 
the Society to continue to operate. Rosalie is not new to the 
position—she held that office for one year in 2007. 
Mary Cahill, after again being thanked for her outstanding 
service, responded by indicating that although the role had 
become more time consuming as a result of the fire, she had 
enjoyed her eleven years and indicated that she would      
continue her work for the EHS as the Restoration Manager. 
 

TERRY SCOTT—A NEW LIFE MEMBER   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer Terry Scott, who has been a Member of the EHS 
Committee since 2012 and has served in the capacity as 
Treasurer for the past six and a half years, was elected as a 
Life Member of the Essendon Historical Society. 
Terry, as well as carrying out the normal duties associated 
with the Treasurer, had also undertaken many extra roles 
over the past seven years and has carried a heavy               
responsibility since the fire in June 2016. 
President Bob Chalmers read out the citation outlining the 
contribution he has made. He then called on EHS          
Foundation Member, Eve Park, to present him with his Life     
Membership Badge and Mary Cahill to present him with a 
framed certificate.  
Terry was overwhelmed by the honour bestowed upon him 
and expressed thanks to the Committee and Members for 
making him the latest Life Member. 
 
A short General Meeting was followed by an excellent 
Powerpoint Presentation by Julie Scott, recording the story 
of the Fire and the work that has been done over the past 
three years in restoring the Court House.    

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Forty eight members and friends attended the 2019    

Annual Dinner of the Essendon Historical Society held at 

Windy Hill Function Centre on Tuesday, 25 June. 

The tables were tastefully decorated in red and black  

decor and those attending were treated to a most        

enjoyable two course meal. 

After the main course had been served, Elaine Brogan, 

OAM, introduced the Guest Speaker, Dr Gary Presland, 

archaeologist, author and historian, who gave an excellent 

Powerpoint Presentation and talk on the topic “The 

Value of Natural History in Local Historical Societies”. 

Although living in Box Hill, Dr Presland had a good 

knowledge of our district and his presentation was well 

received by all present. 

Greg Thege, in thanking the Guest Speaker, presented 

him with an Australian Native plant. We are hoping that 

he will make a return visit in 2020 to talk to us about the 

indigenous people who occupied our part of Melbourne 

before the arrival of white man. 

In bringing the evening to a close the President thanked 

Julie and Terry Scott for organising the Dinner and the 

staff of Windy Hill who looked after us during the      

evening. 

  

THE ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 
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From the earliest days of permanent settlement in this   
district when wheeled vehicles first rolled across the lands, 
(then tracks but now roads within the City of Moonee   
Valley) private, industrial, or ‘not for public use’ road 
bridges have been very few in number. 

For many years during our recent history two of these local 
rarities, little known of by the general public or the         
majority of the workforce engaged in the industry they 
supported, stood almost side by side spanning two        
different waterways at the downstream end of a broad 
horseshoe meander of the Maribyrnong River in an area 
now being developed by the Moonee Valley City Council 
as the Afton Street Conservation Park in Essendon West. 

They were built for the Commonwealth Government    
during Second World War 1943 and throughout their     
lifetimes spent behind barbed wire topped security fencing 
in a prohibited public access compound were used        
exclusively by the Explosives Factory Maribyrnong and 
Commonwealth Government defence related agencies. 
The larger of the two spanned the Maribyrnong River   
between the explosives factory in Maribyrnong and a point 
on the south west corner of the now developing park in 
Essendon West, while its very much smaller companion 
crossed the informally known Smiley Creek adjacent to the 
Afton Street park boundary at the end of The Boulevard in 
Essendon. The upper reaches of this river tributary/creek 
only flowed after rain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking upstream from the south bank. 1976. NAA 

 The initial purpose of these bridges was to provide a    
primary and a secondary overwater access path for vehicles 
to transport explosive waste materials from the Explosives 
Factory complex south of the river in Maribyrnong to a 
newly acquired area of land on the northern river bank in 
Essendon West for destruction by open air incineration. 
The fiery destruction of this type of hazardous explosive 
waste that could not be conveniently dumped in a landfill 

tip took place in a controlled burning process conducted 
distant from buildings in a cleared, properly prepared, open 
space known in the munitions industry as a ‘burning 
ground’. By employing this universally practised method of 
explosive waste disposal, the unenclosed, loosely packed 
and arranged material was destroyed without the           
production of destructive forces or heat. 

It had become necessary for the Explosives Factory to   

extend its boundary across the river when a long term      

manufacturing capacity expansion project that commenced 

in the mid 1930s with the intention of reducing Australia’s 

reliance on imported military explosives in a supply line 

that could be disrupted in a time of conflict reached the 

stage where all available land on the Cordite Avenue site,  

including the existing burning ground, was required for the 

building of production facilities, not waste disposal. With 

no land suitable for a replacement burning ground to be 

found on the Maribyrnong side of the river, the           

Commonwealth Government acquired a number of     

properties around the outer eastern and northern perimeter 

of the horseshoe bend where on a river terrace below the 

spine of a ridge between the river and the creek a new 

burning ground was established on land that had been used 

for livestock grazing by its former owner Mr A M       

LePatourel. This growth at Maribyrnong and Australia’s 

other munitions plants that began at a time when this was a 

cash-strapped country clawing its way out of a devastating 

economic depression and could ill afford the expense was a 

response to the heightened and escalating international 

tensions arising from the aggressive, expansionist policies 

of Germany, Italy and Japan that were to develop into 

World War Two.  

The following map of the area extracted from Morgans 
39th Melbourne Street Directory indicates that prior to its 
acquisition by the Commonwealth, this land was being   
prepared for housing subdivision. The burning ground 
compound occupied the land between the river and Royal 
Crescent and Afton Street. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Site map prior to Government acquisition 

THE BURNING GROUND BRIDGES 

IN ESSENDON WEST 

By Peter Willoughby 
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Simple in form, the river bridge was a single carriageway, 
multi-span, hardwood trestle construction with concrete 
wing wall abutments. The length between abutments was 
approximately 70 metres with an over water length of 
about 50 metres and depending upon tides and seasonal 
river levels, a variable above water level height of 5 to 6 
metres. It was fitted with wooden guardrails and sported 
outrigger timbers either side of the road deck to support 
multiple rows of security barbed wire. Wire mesh gates 
were installed at each end of the carriageway and a small 
guardhouse stood at the southern or Explosives Factory 
end. As well as being the shortest possible route between 
the factory and the burning ground it most importantly 
provided the safest thoroughfare for the explosives laden 
transport vehicles by keeping them off public roadways. 

The bridge over the creek provided a secondary or     
emergency vehicle access point to the burning ground and 
the alternate compound entry point when the river bridge 
was closed for maintenance or repair. While its type of 
construction has proved difficult to determine an indistinct 
1960s aerial photograph indicates that it may have        
consisted of four large diameter concrete pipes laid as a 
parallel culvert in the creek bed overlaid with a ten metres 
long single carriageway road deck. In later years when the 
river bridge was permanently closed it became the only 
road entry point to the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

       Aerial photo 1945              Melbourne University  

Sketch for environmental report. 1993.    CMPS+F 
Burning hearth in south west corner. 

These bridges never carried a great amount of traffic; they 
were not built for that purpose, they were industrial 
bridges built to perform a particular function in the       
Explosives Factory operation regardless of whether the 
traffic was light or heavy. In the post war years, with the 
factory explosives production winding down and the     
decommissioning of the massive stockpile of wartime    

munitions coming to an end, traffic across the river to the 
burning ground would have been very light. 

Looking down river from the north bank. 1976.  NAA 

Against this backdrop of reducing explosives production 
the factory diversified its operation to include a variety of 
products such as the design, assembly and testing of     
missile rocket engines, the production of rocket            
propellants and the production of plastic based            
components for service ammunition and munitions. This 
time also saw the rise of a number of defence related   
agencies based at Maribyrnong whose research and       
development activities required specialised buildings for 
the conduct of their work. Several of those buildings were 
constructed on the Afton Street site where a small village 
of about 20 structures was to develop on the river terrace. 
Apart from the guardhouses and control rooms associated 
with the operation of the burning ground some of the 
buildings were used as magazines, climatic testing huts, a 
shell burst and fragmentation chamber, a static firing 
chamber, a rocket preparation building, a vibration        
research building and one that found use as a drop and 
bump test building. 

These developments generated little traffic for the river 
bridge and it stood there lightly used for many years with 
the underwater sections of the trestles slowly rotting away. 
Eventually these timbers deteriorated to such an extent 
that the structure was declared unsafe and closed to all 
traffic. This meant that those staff with duties to perform 
at the Afton Street site were required to go, ‘the long way 
round’, from the factory or offices in Cordite Avenue to 
cross the Maribyrnong River at the Maribyrnong Road-
Raleigh Road bridge before entering their work place via 
the small bridge at the end of The Boulevard. 

 

Looking down river from 

the north bank, 1976.         

   NAA 
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When it became known that the Department of Defence 
was considering demolishing the river bridge, appeals to 
the Department from the Essendon and Keilor Councils 
(both of which had a shared interest in the land on the 
north and the east side of the river) for its repair and  
opening up for public pedestrian and bicycle traffic, were 
unsuccessful. The Department decided that as the cost of 
restoration of the structure combined with the impending 
closure of the   factory outweighed its usefulness and life 
expectancy, it had the bridge timberwork dismantled and 
removed during 1985-1986. The abutments and their road 
approaches were left in place. 

It has not yet been determined when the original creek 
bridge was replaced, although that would have occurred 
before the Transfield Constructions group moved any of 
their heavy equipment or vehicles onto the site in 1994, 
when they used the river terrace as a tunnelling operations 
base during the excavation and construction of the North 
West Sewer for Melbourne Water. Many of the buildings 
had been removed from the area during an Australian   
Defence Industries Remediation Team general site cleanup 
operation in 1990 and it seems as though none remained at 
the conclusion of the Transfield occupation. 

The Explosives Factory Maribyrnong ceased production in 
1993 and closed in 1994. The remaining defence support 
and research groups vacated Cordite Avenue shortly after. 

There is no fire and there is no smoke on the riverside   
terrace at the bottom of the hill in Afton Street these days. 
The City of Moonee Valley purchased the burning ground 
allotment plus some additional land to its north from the 
Commonwealth Government in 2003 and has a master 
plan in place to develop the area as a nature conservation 
park. Of those two of the few industrial road bridges to 
have been built in this city only the abutments of the    
simple wooden bridge over the river still exist. All traces of 
the original creek crossing bridge have been obliterated. 
The few reminders of the burning ground include a fire 
hydrant and a strangely isolated concrete staircase on the 
hillside leading to the still standing flagpole on the crest of 
the rise, from which a red flag was flown on explosives 
burning and munitions testing days. 

Northern abutment 2019   PW 

Next time you venture down Afton Street way, (whether it 
be jogging, riding your bike, kayaking along the river or just 
taking in the air with a leisurely stroll), on entering the park 
over the low level reinforced concrete bridge and a short 
walk, you may be given to pause for moment or two. With 
your back against the guard rail on the northern bridge 
abutment to gaze around and muse, that if it had not been 
for the intervention of that ghastly business of war and the 
associated expansion of the Explosives Factory from 
Maribyrnong to create a waste explosives burning ground 
with its necessary access bridges that this conservation 
park in Essendon West would probably be covered in 
houses, tar and cement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Creek bridge 2019.                 PW 

Footnotes: 

1.  When the burning ground and the bridges came into   
existence, a local government area boundary bisecting the 
property resulted in the creek bridge being in the City of 
Essendon and the northern abutment of the river bridge 
being in the Shire of Keilor. This boundary disappeared 
with council amalgamations in 1994. The southern    
abutment of the river bridge in Maribyrnong has been in 
the successive Shire of Braybrook, City of Sunshine and 
City of Maribyrnong local government areas. 

2.  The present Afton Street footbridge across the      
Maribyrnong River which opened in 1991 is adjacent to, 
but outside the former burning ground boundary. 

3. A series of photographs taken during testing and         
inspection of the Maribyrnong River bridge in 1976 can 
be viewed in PhotoSearch on the National Archives of   
Australia website by entering Maribyrnong as the key 
word. 

Sources: 
Allom Lovell and Associates, 1994, Defence Estate Maribyrnong    
Heritage Strategy. Melbourne 
Chalmers RW, 2005, The Annals of Essendon Vol.4, Essendon     
Historical Society. Moonee Ponds 
CMPS+F Pty Ltd, 1993, Environmental Report, Explosives Factory 
Maribyrnong. Melbourne 
Entec Pty Ltd, 1999, Environmental Report. Melbourne 

Hassell Pty Ltd, 2004, Afton Street Conservation Park Conservation   
Master Plan. Melbourne 
Mellor DP, 1958, The Role of Science and Industry.  Australian War 
Memorial Canberra 
National Archives of Australia. Record Search. 
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My father, Nathan Dennerstein, graduated as a  medical 

practitioner (MB BS Melbourne University) in 1916 at the 

age of 22. After a couple of years of locum work, he 

bought a house at 162 Buckley Street, Essendon and, in 

1919 he put a brass plate on the front gate stating "Dr   

Nathan Dennerstein MBBS, physician and surgeon". Not a 

single patient consulted him initially, we believe because of 

his German name. Ironically, the family name was Cohen 

until his father changed it to Dennerstein in the mid 1800s. 

He did this because of the anti-Semitic pogroms in Poland 

where he was born. A few months after putting up his 

practice plate, his brothers, William and Alec returned 

from serving in France with the Australian Defence Force. 

Dad put bunting on the front of the house  welcoming 

them home and saw all the patients he wanted to from that 

day until the day he died. 

Uncles Alec and Bill enlisted in 1915 as army musicians, 
but like all the musicians in the Australian (and British) 
army, they ended up as stretcher bearers in France         
(1st Australian Casualty Clearing Station). Both returned 
significantly traumatised by the horrible experience and 
Dad nursed them back to health. 
 
1919, Dad's first year of practice, was marked by the     
influenza epidemic which killed more people than the   
horrible war which had just ended. Essendon High School, 
also in Buckley Street, became an influenza hospital     
complete with mortuary. Dad is the only male in the staff 
photo below. 

 
Even though he practised from home, we kids seldom  
enjoyed his company because of the hours he worked and 

the amount of obstetrics he did. Births in those days took 
place at home or at St Helen's, a maternity hospital which 
opened in 1923.  

Dr Nathan Dennerstein 
 
He remained home during World War 2 because there was 
hardly anyone else left delivering babies north of the city. 
He used to do regular sessions performing recruit medical 
examinations in Melbourne.  
 
Before the war, he became the medical officer for the   
Essendon Football Club a position he held for fifteen 
years. I remember attending a couple of matches seeing 
him at work and the effects of his celebrating with the 
team on several occasions that they won in that era.  
 
In 1948 he sold the Essendon practice and we moved to 
South Yarra to a substantial residence, complete with a 
tennis court. He was able to purchase this impressive home 
because it had been used by the defence force during the 
war and was run down. A builder patient restored the   
residence for a remarkably low fee. He did this out of   
gratitude  for Dad having saved his wife's life during the 
war when she had a post partum haemorrhage. He      
practised there for the next ten years until he died from a 
heart attack at a poker game, one of his few hobbies. 
 
My aim was to get into private practice like my father. I 
was attracted back to Essendon after completing my    
training as a specialist obstetrician and gynaecologist for 
the following reasons. Firstly, was the sentimental         
attachment and the hope I might collect some of Dad's 
patients or those he had delivered, which I did. Secondly, 
Essendon and District Memorial Hospital (EDMH) was 
ideal for  obstetric practice. Finally, I had a private pilot's 
licence and a light aircraft and liked the idea of an airport 
nearby. My decision to practise in Essendon proved a good 
one, but it was with deep regret that my two main          
hospitals, EDMH and Essendon Private Hospital closed 
for political and financial reasons. They were both         
excellent.  

A CENTURY  

OF DR DENNERSTEINS 

IN ESSENDON 

By  Dr Graeme Dennerstein  

RFD, MB BS, FRCOG, FRANZCOG 
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In 1972 I purchased my residence in Mount Alexander 
Road and practised from there until 1996 when I          
purchased my current place of practice in Rose Street. 
 
 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

162 Buckley Street, Essendon 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My current practice at 111 Rose Street Essendon  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a young child I recall the old bluestone house on the   

corner of Mount Alexander Road, (Mt Road to locals) and 

Ophir Street in Essendon. My Aunt and Uncle had bought 

the house in 1957. Inside the house it smelled like a book of 

old stories, outside the house endless traffic went by to and 

from Melbourne. I still remember the smell of the kitchen in 

the 1960s when visiting my Aunt, Uncle and three cousins 

who lived in the house. It was like each room had a chapter 

of other people’s lives hooked into the corners and behind 

the cupboards, like secrets waiting to be discovered.  

Before my Aunt and Uncle bought the bluestone house, my 

grandparents, their three children (my aunt and father      

included) and members of their extended family had been 

long term tenants of the house from 1939 to 1957. They 

rented it from a Mr. Chugg who had bought it from a Mr. 

Pitches. Pitches had originally owned much of the            

surrounding land. Chugg had H. & W Crapp act as agents on 

the house and they collected 30 shillings a week rent from 

my grandparents. In a recording in the late 1950s my father’s 

black and white Super 8 film shows a few sweeps of the front 

bullnosed tin verandah and the pillars that held strong, me a 

babe in arms and the family playing antics up to the camera 

in the front yard facing Mt Road. My father believed the 

house was once an early hotel. It had a slate roof, huge thick 

bluestone walls, 12-foot ceilings and two stables out the 

back. There was a cellar under the main bedroom that the 

family used as an air raid shelter during the war. He recalls 

the Farmers Arms  Hotel a few blocks up on the corner of 

Buckley Street and Mt Road, but never knew the original 

name of what he    believes was the old bluestone building 

that his family lived in for decades. When my father’s family 

first moved in they called the house ‘Dinapore’ after a place in 

India where my grandfather had been born in 1905.       

However, my father   recalls seeing an old sign inscribed with 

‘Ophir’ lying in the scrap heap in the backyard. My father’s 

father and his uncle were local builders and had built        

numerous spec. homes around Essendon and Moonee Ponds 

until the depression drove their small business into the 

ground. Like many others they were forced to seek out other 

work and often took to the road to look for jobs further 

afield in places like the Mallee, surviving on rations and    

rabbits they shot in the bush. Coincidentally, one of the    

earlier bungalow houses they had built in 1924, when things 

were still economically good, still stands today in Ophir 

Street almost directly opposite where the old bluestone house 

once stood. In 1939 at the beginning of World War II my 

grandparents and extended family were forced to become 

tenants and that’s how they first came to live in the bluestone 

house. The connection to the house goes back even further. 

My late grandfather told us that he kicked the football 

around the back paddocks that were then behind the house 

when he was a boy. This was nearly twenty years prior to him 

actually living in the house. At that time he played for St 

Thomas’ Church in Moonee Ponds and was keen on footy 

practice in the open space with his friends. Horses also often 

grazed on the land. When my aunt and uncle sold 815 Mt 

Road in the mid 1960s for a more modern and fashionable 

way of life in the newly developing suburb of Airport West, a 

small developer bought the property. Seeing  immediate   

potential for cashing in on building higher density housing 

on a large lot and with the benefit of a great location, he set 

about bulldozing the old bluestone house into the ground as 

there were no heritage factors to worry about then.           

THE MACAFFER STORY 

815 MOUNT ALEXANDER ROAD 
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The house was quickly replaced with a boxy pack of flats and 

its history was wiped away save for our fragmented memo-

ries and some pieces of the original skirting board.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

The block of flats now occupying the site where the old bluestone house 

once stood. 

When 815 Mt Road was bulldozed my father and grandfather 

salvaged some of the original yellow pine skirting from the 

bluestone house and used it to repair the lounge room of 

another house they had built earlier in 1926 in Stuart Street 

Moonee Ponds which my grandparents moved into after  

vacating the Mount Alexander Road house.  

By Jenny Macaffer 

Those members who attend our EHS functions were sad to 

learn of the recent death of one of our loyal members—Joan 

Sach. Ian and Joan Sach joined the EHS in the Year 2000 

shortly after moving into the local area. Joan was a regular 

attendee at our General Meetings over the period of 19 years 

and, together with her husband, supported us in most of our 

activities, always prepared to help us whenever possible.   

Joan passed away in hospital on 23 August. Twelve members 

of the EHS attended a moving Memorial Service at the 

Tobin Bros. Funeral Parlour in Boundary Road on Friday, 

August 30th. Joan will be fondly remembered by us all.   

Condolences are extended to Ian and the Sach family.  

 

 

We were very pleased to welcome forty one members and 

friends to our General Meeting held at Windy Hill on     

Tuesday 24 August. The increased attendance was attributed 

largely to the family and friends of our Guest Speaker, Dr 

Anne Black who came along especially to hear her           

presentation. 

 Dr Anne Black delivered an excellent illustrated presentation 

relating to the Salmon Reserve in North Essendon. Anne, 

who has lived in close proximity to the Moonee Ponds Creek 

most of her life and currently resides in Salmon Avenue, is 

very familiar with the local area. Having worked for many 

years as an Education Officer at the Melbourne Zoo and as 

an experienced licensed native wild-life shelter operator, she 

is also very familiar with the wildlife that frequents the area. 

We were amazed at the number of indigenous artefacts that 

she and family members had found while working in her  

garden or strolling through the reserve, some of which she 

had brought along to show us. Anne gave us some insight to 

the geography and history of the area, making reference in 

particular to William Frederick Salmon and his family. 

Salmon owned the 23 acre property, “Roseneath” on the 

south side of Woodland Street, from 1893 until his death in 

1923. He planted many trees on the property and in 1918, 

donated eight acres of land along the Five Mile Creek to the 

City of Essendon for use as a children’s park. A highlight of 

the powerpoint presentation were the photographs of parts 

of the reserve, now bearing his name, taken in the immediate 

post WWI period (early 1920s). 

At the conclusion of her talk, Elaine Brogan, on behalf of the 

members present, thanked Anne for sharing her love and 

knowledge of Salmon Reserve with us. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Anne Black with EHS Life Member, Elaine Brogan 

Jenny has provided more recollections of the Macaffer 

family as told to her by her father, Malcolm which I 

plan to publish in a later Newsletter.  

VALE—JOAN SACH 

OUR AUGUST GENERAL MEETING 
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EHS Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Rosalie Coutts Ph: 9379 5375 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

TUESDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER  

  

GENERAL MEETING 

at  

Windy Hill Function Centre 

commencing at 7.30 pm. 

MEMBERS’ NIGHT 

NOTE 

This will be our Final Meeting at 

“Windy Hill” 

Join with us for a meal at the Bistro 

prior to the Meeting 

(from 6.00 pm) 

 

OUR GRAND RETURN  

TUESDAY, 22 OCTOBER 

GENERAL MEETING 

at 

THE MOONEE PONDS 

COURTHOUSE 

MUSEUM 

GUEST SPEAKER 

SIMON DAVIES 

(SIDA Constructions) 

 

 

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the        

Hi-Marque Room at “Windy Hill”    

Function Centre, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  EHS 

Newsletter is 11 October, 2019.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        EHS Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (EHS) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The EHS Newsletter, produced five 

times each year, is an important  

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2019 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

After the business of the August  

Meeting had been dealt with,  Bob      

Chalmers (President) asked Mary    

Cahill to come forward and then called 

on Vice President Kelsey Collins to 

make a presentation to her in         

recognition of her eleven years of   

outstanding service as Secretary.  

Mary in her response, thanked the 

members for the gift and the card 

which was signed by all of those     

present and said that although the task 

in recent years has been very time          

consuming and challenging at times, 

she had found her years as Secretary 

very rewarding.  

 

 

 

 

 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 

THANKS MARY 


