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 Greetings Members, 

Firstly, I wish to apologise for my tardiness in putting this 

Newsletter together. It is well overdue, but I hope that you 

enjoy reading the articles that follow. Thank you to Jenny 

Macaffer and Ray Stamp for their most welcome             

contributions to this issue. The Production of the previous 

Issue (No 249) in colour was well received and it is expected 

that we will continue this in the future.  

As you  can see from our Secretary, Mary Cahill’s            

comprehensive Restoration Update, many things have been 

happening at the Court House over the last three months 

and we can now look to the future with great confidence. 

Since Mary’s report we have brought all of our Collections 

that were located in the basement of the Niddrie Library 

back to Moonee Ponds. Thank you to Judy Maddigan, Anna 

Denham  and Zelma Riddell for helping the cartage         

contractors and me to pack everything into boxes for the 

short trip from Niddrie to the Court House.  Our furniture 

that was in storage at Dandenong has already found its way 

home, but we are still in the process of returning items from 

two or three other locations. 

We are greatly appreciative of the support of the staff of the 

Niddrie Library who made us feel at home for the past three 

years and provided us with a suitable space to work from 

while the court house has been off limits. Our Cataloguing 

Committee has been able to continue to do its work in very 

comfortable working conditions. 

Thank you to those of you who took the trouble to respond 

to the Members’ Survey which was distributed to you in 

March. Whilst the number of survey forms returned to us 

was disappointing (about 25%), the comments overall were 

positive and helpful to us. However, there were not many 

respondents who indicated an interest in serving on our 

Committee.  

As you will note on the page opposite, our Annual General 

Meeting is just a little more than a month away and a new 

committee will be formed. In the past number of years we 

have been unable to fill all the vacancies on the Committee. 

We are approaching an exciting time with our imminent   

return to our headquarters and our 50th Anniversary just 

around the corner, so now would be a good time for you to 

think about the future of our Society and how you might be 

able to contribute to the operation of the EHS  

Speaking of our Golden Jubilee—a sub-committee has been 

formed to put together some ideas on how we might        

recognise this memorable event. The Sub Committee     

comprises Elaine Brogan, OAM, (Chair), Alison and        

Malcolm McNab, Lyndall Byrne, Greg and Emma Thege and 

Eve Park. This group has already met on several occasions at 

the home of Alison and Malcolm, with Alison acting as    

Secretary. If you have any thoughts on events/activities that 

could be included  as part of our celebrations next year, 

please contact Elaine Brogan on 9740 2350.    

On looking through our EHS records briefly I noted that the 

August Meeting is the 500th General Meeting of our   Soci-

ety since it was established in October 1970. It is a great ac-

complishment for any organisation to reach this milestone 

and we owe this success to the many volunteers who have 

taken office and planned and organised our  programs over 

the years.  

We were saddened to learn earlier this month of the death of 

Eugene Hammer who had served for two years on the     

Essendon City Council as a representative of the Ascot Vale 

Ward before the Kennett Government appointed          

Commissioners to administer Municipal Councils.  

Cr Hammer was re-elected when the new City of Moonee 

Valley was formed in 1997 and was elected as its first Mayor. 

He served a second Mayoral Term in 2004. Eugene,         

unfortunately, had been unwell for a considerable time     

before his death. 

It is pleasing to note that at the time of putting this report 

together we are expecting about 50 members and friends to 

attend the 49th Dinner Meeting next week (Tuesday, 25 

June) at “Windy Hill”. We have engaged an excellent Guest 

Speaker, Dr Gary Presland, who is well known for his      

contribution to Aboriginal and Natural History. Gary’s topic 

will be “The Value of Natural History in Local Historical 

Societies”. A great night is assured for all who attend. 

 Bob Chalmers (President)  

 

Those passing by the Court House in recent weeks will have 

noticed that the horse trough has recently been moved to a 

temporary location on the north side of the building. This is 

to enable Heritage restorers The Grimwade Centre to repair 

the concrete structure. Julie Scott has offered to write an  

article about our Horse Trough in a later issue of the     

Newsletter.    

 

   

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

REPAIRS TO OUR HORSE TROUGH 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH EHS ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE EHS       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

In accordance with the Constitution of 

the Essendon Historical Society (Rule 

No 29), members are hereby notified 

that the Annual General Meeting of 

Essendon Historical Society Inc. will be 

held at the “Windy Hill Function     

Centre”, Napier Street, Essendon, on 

TUESDAY, 23rd JULY 2019 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

The Agenda shall include 

1) The confirmation of the        

Minutes of the 2018 AGM 

2) The reception of reports covering 

activities of the Society in 

2018/19. 

3) The reception of the Financial 

Statement for the Year Ending  

30th June, 2019. 

4) Ratification of Subscriptions for 

2019/20. 

5) The Election of Office Bearers 

and members of the Committee 

of Management for the ensuing 

year. 

6) Other business of which notice 

has been given. 

Positions for which nominations are 

invited in accordance with By-Law 43 

are: 

President 

Vice President (1) 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Ordinary Members (5) 

Nominations for the above positions 

must be received in writing by the  

Secretary on the official nomination 

form by the close of business (4 p.m.) 

by Tuesday 16th July, 2019 

Mail to 

The Secretary (EHS) 

PO Box 557 

Essendon, 3040 

Nomination forms are available on line 

from the EHS Website (page 39 of   

By-laws) 

Or on request from the  

Secretary  

Mary Cahill (Tel: 9370 7296) 

  

   

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2019/20 

The Annual Subscription Fees for the 

coming year are due after 30 June, 

2019 

The current subscriptions are as     

follows 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP     $30—00 

DUAL MEMBERSHIP         $50—00 

(for two members living at the same 

address) 

STUDENT CONCESSION $20—00

(to completion of first Degree) 

Fees for the coming year will be     

confirmed at the Annual General 

Meeting. 

Membership forms for the coming 

year will be distributed to all members 

shortly. 

It would greatly assist our Treasurer if 

Membership Fees could be paid as 

soon as possible after the receipt of 

the renewal form.  

Notice of  Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
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Nearly there! 

It has been almost three years since the devastating fire at 

the Court House, but we are now close to the completion 

of the restoration works. An exciting time! 

The interior:  Restoration is almost complete.  All rooms 

have been repaired, replastered and painted.  We now have 

a modern kitchen. There is a new floor covering, similar to 

the pre-fire one, throughout the building.  The lighting has 

been upgraded.  There is heating in the main rooms and air 

conditioning in the office and kitchen.   

Courtroom: With the approval of Heritage Victoria, the 

colour scheme of the courtroom is very similar to that 

prior to the fire.  The magnificent timber ceiling replicates 

the original.  The builders were able to salvage one panel of 

the original kauri.  It is a darker colour than the other kauri 

panels and serves as a memento that the fire is now part of 

the history of the courthouse.  A new audio-visual system 

has been installed.  We have had a recent setback with the 

occurrence of small leaks through the roof vents into the 

courtroom – the builder and architect are working on 

remedying this problem. 

‘Fit out of the interior’:  Terry Scott has been organising 

the transfer of equipment, furniture and the EHS Local 

History Collection from six storage locations to the court 

house:  this will be a staged process taking several weeks.  

Our new purchases include a refrigerator, microwave oven, 

kitchen table, steel shelving, map drawers, display cabinets 

and chairs.  The witness stand, press table, Life Members’ 

Honour Board, Pompey Elliott plaque, magistrate’s table 

and gilt edge frame have/are being professionally restored. 

Exterior works:  If passing by, you would have noticed 

the builders working intensely on the render on the façade 

and the re-pointing.  Completion will take several more 

weeks, but already you can see a big difference. 

We have now received the necessary permits, including one 

from Heritage Victoria, to proceed with the construction of 

the access ramp.  This will extend along the southern side 

of the Court House and will be placed so that it is not too 

intrusive to the front appearance. 

COURTHOUSE 

RESTORATION REPORT 

by Mary Cahill 
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Landscaping:  We plan to upgrade the grounds on all 

sides of the court house.  MVCC has funded the           

employment of a landscape architect and arborist, EHS will 

fund the actual work.  The horse trough and foundation 

stone of the Temperance Hall are to be restored and placed 

in new locations.  MVCC will move the seat and bicycle 

racks – probably onto the front nature strip.  The Council 

has also agreed to maintain the grounds. 

 

Exhibition:  In conjunction with MVCC, we intend to 

hold an exhibition “History Reclaimed” in the courtroom.  

The display will feature the Court House but also other 

local sites which have been recovered through community 

action.  Bob Chalmers has been involved in preparing part 

of the exhibition and has purchased a new set of display 

panels.  The exhibition is likely to open in September and 

run for several months. 

 

EHS Collection:  Throughout the restoration period, 

most of the EHS Local History Collection has been 

housed in the basement of the Niddrie library.  The     

Cataloguing Committee has continued to meet weekly   

during this time and has been working on organising and 

digitising the Collection.  Significant progress has been 

made and this is important as we approach the return to 

the Court House. 

 

Licence: Our request for an ‘in principle’ licence to enable 

EHS to share use of the Court House has been approved 

by the State Government.  The Re-activation Committee 

has agreed on a set of Special Conditions but we are still   

awaiting clearance from MVCC legal advisers. 

 

Opening: At this stage we are planning to open the Court 

House in late August or early September.  We expect that 

the number of    visitors to the Court House will increase 

greatly once it is opened.  In readiness, Julie Scott is      

preparing some informative pamphlets about the Court 

House and EHS. 

 

It will not be long before EHS members will once again be 
able to return and enjoy their visits to the Court House.  In 
the restoration process we have endeavoured to be faithful 
to its heritage  but at the same time create a space which 
can be enjoyed by the broader community.  Hence what we 
could salvage has been retained or replicated, but new  
technology and amenities have been introduced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The kauri ceiling following its reconstruction. Note the 

contrast of the original panel in the bottom left hand 

corner of the photograph with the new panels. 

The ‘new look” facade of the Court House building 

The Interior of the Courtroom. Freshly painted using what 

is believed to be the original colour scheme  
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I am grateful to long time EHS member, Jenny Macaffer 

for bringing to my notice the demolition of the “New As-

cot Picture Theatre on the corner of Union Road and The 

Parade, Ascot Vale. Jenny took several photographs of the 

wreckers and sent them on to me for inclusion in the 

Newsletter which prompted me to journey to Union Road 

to investigate further and to produce a short article to re-

cord the history of this entertainment venue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Photograph taken by Jenny Macaffer in March 2019 

THE NEW ASCOT PICTURE THEATRE 

The New Ascot Picture Theatre was erected on the corner 

of Union Road and The Parade, Ascot Vale, with a     

frontage of 66 feet to the former and 160 feet 6 inches to 

the latter. It was designed by well known local architect,   

V. G. Cook of Primrose Street, Essendon and built by    

W. G. Miller of Maribyrnong Road, Moonee Ponds for the 

sum of £17,000. The theatre had a capacity to seat 1600 

patrons—1000 on the ground floor and 600 in the Circle. 

The Grand Opening took place on 16 October, 1924 and 

featured a ten piece Orchestra and the screening of the film 

“The Green Goddess” 

It was initially owned and operated by the Company,     

Essendon Theatres Ltd., the Board of Directors          

comprising  Cr J. B. Hunt, Cr E. H. Kinnear, Cr W. Royle, 

Dr. S. J. Newing and Messrs J. H. W. Gyles, A. R. Munro 

and W. Black. John Henry Wilmot Gyles, who was later to 

also serve as an Ascot Vale Ward Councillor and Mayor of 

Essendon in 1942-43, was the General Manager until 1928. 

As technology became more advanced the theatres were 

forced to upgrade their equipment to remain competitive 

and the Ascot Vale Theatre closed for four months in 1938 

to enable it to be re-modelled. It re-opened on 24            

February, 1939, now boasting a “floating screen” and the 

latest in  American Sound machinery. The Gala Re-opening 

featured “Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm” starring a young 

Shirley Temple. At this time the theatre was under the 

management of Cr J. B. Hunt and films were provided by 

Hoyts. 

The “New Ascot Theatre”, like the other theatres in the 

City of Essendon, provided valuable entertainment for the 

people of Ascot Vale. However, following the introduction 

of television in November 1956 the popularity of the local 

cinemas began to fall away and by the early 1960s, most 

had closed due to lack of patronage. 

“The New Ascot Theatre”, however, survived due to a  

decision of the management to screen foreign films to   

appeal to the many European migrants who were now   

living in the Ascot Vale area. Although it had its ups and 

downs in its latter years, it certainly survived longer than 

the other local theatres which had been demolished or      

re-modelled to serve other purposes. 

In 1971 the theatre was operating as “Cinema Colosseo”, 

and continued for several years before closing down. . 

It was re-opened under new management on 31 October 

1974 with the screening of “Zapato” in 70mm and     

Panavision Technicolor. It operated seven nights a week 

with Saturday Matinees for children. 

It had another re-birth in 1978 under the name “Ascot 

Vale Cinema”, but its new life was short lived and it finally 

closed later that year. 

Following its closure, the building was remodelled and      

re-opened as the “Tivoli Reception Hall”. I am grateful to 

Ross King for providing the photograph below showing 

the building in 1995.     

In more recent years (from 2006 or earlier until 2018) it 

became better known as “Happy Receptions” and        

continued to operate as a reception house up until 2017 

In March 2015 a local developer purchased the property 

199-203 Union Road covering an area of 5020 square    

metres for an amount of 4.9 million dollars with plans to 

use it as a residential site.  

 

  

 ,  

  

 

DEMOLITION OF “THE NEW ASCOT” 
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It was resold in April 2016 to the Angelo Property Group 

for 5.5 million dollars. Demolition is currently taking place 

and it is proposed that the theatre will be replaced by a five 

storey building of mixed use including 14 apartments, a 

Woolworth’s Supermarket, a child minding centre and a 

two level basement designed by architect Cera Stribley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed New Development 

DEMOLITION OF THE “NEW ASCOT” 

(29 March, 2019)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The remaining Union Road Facade—June 2019 

 

 

 

“Happy Receptions” - 199-203 Union Road, Ascot Vale 

(as photographed in 2014) 

By Bob Chalmers 

 

As mentioned in the last EHS Newsletter, the Preliminary 

Meeting of the Essendon Historical Society was held on 29 

July 1970 at the home of Bill and Eve Park. Thirty-four 

people attended to hear a talk by Mr Les Blake, President 

of the Royal Historical Society, outlining the aims of an 

Historical Society. 

An Interim Committee was formed and met a month later 

at the home of Ron Lambert in York Street, Strathmore.  

The inaugural meeting of the Essendon Historical Society 

was held at the Essendon Town Hall on 6 October 1970 at 

which the Rules of the Society, formulated by the Interim 

Committee were adopted and the Foundation Office   

Bearers were elected. Mr David Robertson, the Interim 

Chairman, was elected as the Foundation President. 

The Guest Speaker at this Meeting was Mr Hugh      

Anderson, an RHSV Councillor, who was to become our 

second president. The Meeting was attended by forty-nine         

interested local residents.  

The idea to form an Historical Society rose from a short 

article in the Essendon Gazette by Eveline Park who was 

anxious to see our local history preserved. We are very  

fortunate to still have Eve, our only surviving Foundation 

Member, still actively involved with the Society after 49 

years.  

A Committee has been formed to plan activities for our big 

year next year. It is being chaired by Elaine Brogan, OAM, 

(Ph: 9740 2350) who would be pleased to hear from any-

one who has any photos or other memorabilia to offer.  

PREPARING FOR OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 
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For over one hundred years, travellers heading for the city 

along Mount Alexander Road have passed a distinctive local 

landmark, a group of seven ornate terrace houses on the  

corner of Flemington Street, Travancore. 

Like many other 19th Century terrace houses in the inner 

suburbs of Melbourne, they are built at the front boundary of 

the block with their verandahs joining the footpath of the 

street. A distinctive feature of the Wanalta Terrace row is 

that they are built on a hillside and each house is stepped 

down, putting them on a different level to its neighbour. This 

subtly reinforces the fact that each house is an individual 

unit. 

According to the Victorian Heritage Council’s database, a 

heritage study conducted in 1985 notes: 

“These have Queen Anne styled accessories such as trussed roof gables, 

terracotta ridge detail, turned verandah columns and plain red brick-

work to walls and chimneys. Cast iron patterns are contemporary as is 

the bullnose verandah roof profile and refinements to the standard iron 

fence picket which differentiate them from the typical 19th Century 

types.” 

The ornamentation and the fact that the row follows the 

contour of the hill, makes this terrace a picturesque example 

of Melbourne’s urban architecture at the end of the 19th  

Century.  

The Certificate of Title shows a local resident, Mr Alfred 

Boyes, a hardware merchant, became the owner of the land 

on 26 October 1909. Mr Boyes’ address is given as 117 

Spencer Street, Essendon. 

In 1910, George Stamp was commissioned by Mr Boyes to 

build the terrace houses. This was Mr Stamp’s first project in 

the area after moving to nearby Warrick Street, Ascot Vale, 

in 1909. George Stamp was originally from Brighton where 

his father, John Stamp, had been a successful builder for 

many years and had built many fine large homes for wealthy 

clients. In the next thirty years George was to build many 

houses in the Essendon area. 

The Wanalta Terrace houses appear to have been an         

investment for Mr Boyes, perhaps for business or taxation 

purposes, for on 11 August, 1913, Boyes transferred the land 

to Mary Ann Boyes, a married woman of 117 Spencer Street, 

Essendon. She remained the proprietor until December 

1916. An article in ‘The Argus’ on 9th April 1955 states    

Alfred Edwin Boyes, hardware merchant, died on 31 May 

1954 and left his estate to his widow. 

Boyes capitalised on the strong demand for housing in    

Melbourne at the time and was successful. In the 1914 Sands 

and Macdougall Directory the development was referred to 

as “Wanalta Terrace” and the seven houses were fully      

occupied. At the beginning of the 1900s Victoria was       

beginning to recover from the Depression of the 1890s and 

prosperity and confidence were growing. Areas of farmland 

around Essendon and Ascot Vale were being developed for 

housing to cater for the demand of the growing City of    

Melbourne. 

A new company, the North Melbourne Electric Tramway 

Company, was formed to provide transport and electricity to 

the Essendon area. An electrical power house was built in 

1906 on Mount Alexander Road where the current tram 

WANALTA TERRACE   

116—132 Mount Alexander Road 

at the corner of Mount Alexander Road and Flemington Street  

By Ray Stamp  
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sheds now stand. This would provide power for the trams 

that passed “Wanalta Terrace’s door during the day and 

domestic electricity and street lighting to the area during 

the evening. 

  

 

 

 

 

Gradually we are seeing neighbouring residences of this era 

torn down and replaced with multi-storied developments 

that lack charm and character. Let’s hope that “Wanalta 

Terrace” stays for another hundred years for us to admire.  

- 

A very important milestone nearly passed us by recently 

but thanks to the alertness of one of our members, we are 

able to give it the recognition it deserves. 

On Wednesday, 28 May 1919 Australia’s first electric train 

service began operating on the Essendon—Sandringham 

line. The tait train (later fondly called “the red rattler”), 

loaded with dignitaries, including the Acting Prime       

Minister, Hon. W. A. Watt, the Premier of Victoria, (Mr. 

Lawson), The Minister for Railways (Mr. Barnes), the 

Member for Essendon (Mr. Thos. Ryan, M.L.A.), other 

State and Federal members, the Lord Mayor of Melbourne  

(Alderman Cabena), the Mayor of Essendon (Cr A.      

Fenton) and other important citizens, left Flinders Street 

Station at 2.14 pm and journeyed to Essendon, stopping at 

each station along the way. The journey took 18 minutes 

with the train averaging a speed of 21 miles per hour 

(compared with a steam train’s average speed of 16 miles 

per hour) reducing the normal travel time by 31%. 

Sightseers had gathered on the Essendon Railway Station 

to welcome the passengers on their arrival and Hon. W. A. 

Watt delivered a speech, declaring the system “open for 

service”. 

While the Acting Prime Minister was speaking he was    

interrupted by an aeroplane which circled overhead.         

The flight had been arranged by the Mayor of Essendon, 

Cr Arthur Fenton, who operated the airline.   

The celebrations were obviously kept short, for at 2.42 pm 

the train departed for Sandringham where further         

celebrations took place. The train later returned to Flinders 

Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular passenger services on the Essendon-Sandringham 

line began the following morning with three electric trains 

being introduced, interspersed between steam trains  In 

order to keep to the normal time-table the electric trains 

had to remain a little longer at each railway station along 

the way.   

Initially each electric train comprised of seven carriages but  

after more electric trains had been introduced, the length 

was reduced to six carriages.  

The Melbourne electrification scheme was the largest of its 

kind that had ever been undertaken in any part of the 

world. It covered 140 miles of route and 280 single track 

lines and 34 miles of sidings. It embraced not only     

Broadmeadows, but Dandenong, Frankston and Ringwood 

as well. A power house with the capacity of 100,000 h.p., 

the largest in the Southern Hemisphere, and 15 sub       

stations had been erected. The total expenditure at the time 

of the official launch was £2,800,000. 

A WARNING 

An article in the Melbourne Age (28 May, 1919) draws at-

tention to a possible problem for early passengers 

“The electric train of seven cars will be as long as some of the railway 

station platforms on the Sandringham-Essendon route, and as train 

drivers are not all equally accurate in gauging the width of the last 

picket of the station fence, passengers in the front and rearmost cars, 

who may be inclined to pass an unsolicited vote of confidence in the 

driver by stepping out dreamily into space, are reminded that the  

department takes no responsibility for aeroplane practice. Passengers 

must look before they leap.” 

 

100 YEARS OF ELECTRIFICATION 

OF MELBOURNE’S RAILWAY SYSTEM 

by Bob Chalmers 
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John Alexander Sutherland was born in Wick, Caithness, 

Scotland on 5 May 1847, a son of Donald Sutherland and 

Jean Miller. He gained medical qualifications in Edinburgh, 

Scotland before leaving for Australia in the mid 1870s.  

Dr Sutherland was working as a Physician and Surgeon in the 

central Victorian town of Dunnolly when he married    

Christina Milne of Bet Bet on 28 September 1876. He is 

credited with attending the birth of John Flynn (who was 

later to become Rev John Flynn of the Inland) at Moliagul in 

1880. 

He and Christina raised a family of six—one son and five 

daughters, between 1877 and 1894.  

Dr Sutherland resigned from his position as the Officer of 

Health for the Shire of Bet Bet in December 1888 and 

moved to Melbourne, taking up residence at No 80 (later 

changed to No 84) Maribyrnong Road, Moonee Ponds, a 

brick house comprising of nine rooms with a 120 foot   

frontage to the north side of Maribyrnong Road.  He called 

his residence “Caithness” after his birthplace in Scotland. 

Over a period of eighteen years Dr Sutherland built up a very 

strong reputation as an outstanding medical practitioner, but 

his commitment to his patients apparently took its toll and he 

died at his Moonee Ponds home on 15 November, 1906 at 

the age of 59 years. 

Such was the esteem in which he was held, following his 

death a group of his friends gathered at Union Hall (Union 

Road, Ascot Vale), to discuss how they could recognise the 

contribution he had made to the sick and the poor of the 

district. During the Meeting, chaired by the Mayor of       

Essendon, Cr Chas Pattison, many locals paid tribute to his 

work and told of their experiences when a loved one need 

medical attention. Reference was made to his willingness to 

help those who needed attention but were unable to pay him 

for his services and he was considered to be a good friend to 

many.  

After much deliberation the meeting decided that a drinking 

fountain should be erected in the new reserve in Ascot Vale 

dedicated to his memory and that funds to erect it should be 

raised through a public subscription.    

Captain William Jarvie, on behalf of the citizens of           

Essendon, produced a circular appealing to them for       

contributions to the fund. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Drinking Fountain erected to the Memory of Dr Sutherland 

Nineteen months after the appeal had been launched a   

decorative fountain was erected—not in the Ascot Vale    

reserve as first proposed, but in the median strip in Mount 

Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds—opposite Taylor Street. 

The Inscriptions read: 

In the Memory of Dr J. A. Sutherland, born at Wick, Scotland, 5th 

May 1847. Died at Moonee Ponds 18th November, 1906. 

A Skilled Physician, A Good Citizen, A Friend to the Poor 

Erected by his friends and fellow townsmen of Essendon, 22nd August 

1908 

“The Memory of the Just is Blessed”    Prov x, 3 

Dr. Sutherland’s only son, Bertram Milne Sutherland,       

followed in his father’s footsteps and studied medicine. He 

took over the Moonee Ponds Medical practice at “Caithness” 

following his father’s death. 

A daughter, Annie Laing Reid (Lanie) Sutherland married 

William Frederick Salmon of “Roseneath” on 9 June 1920. 

At this time Salmon was very ill and was being cared for by 

Dr Bertram Milne Sutherland. The marriage took place at 

Salmon’s bedside and he passed away three years later. 

Jeannie Christie Sutherland married Huntley Campbell 

Gordon, the youngest brother of William McKissock and 

Leslie Ballantyne Gordon—well known local iron mongers 

of Napier Street, Essendon. Mary Costigan, an EHS Life 

Member who passed away last year at the age of 101, was a   

daughter of Huntley and Jeannie Gordon. 

DR JOHN A SUTHERLAND (1847-1906) 

“A FRIEND OF THE POOR” 

by Bob Chalmers 
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The March General Meeting of the Essendon Historical 

Society was held on Tuesday, 26 March at “Windy Hill” 

The Guest Speaker was Dr Arun Chandu, an EHS     

Member who shared with us his knowledge and interest in 

our two airports—Essendon and Tullamarine.—in his talk 

entitled “The World’s First Airport City” 

The photo above shows EHS Committee Member, Elaine 

Brogan, presenting Dr Chandu with a gift in appreciation 

of his talk. 

 

 

Maureen Lane, a member of the Altona Historical Society, 

was our Guest Speaker at the April Meeting which was 

held at “Windy Hill on April 23rd. Maureen’s passion for 

recording personal stories has spanned 30 years from 1986 

when her mentor, Joan Carstairs, encouraged her to      

research and record the life of her ancestor, Elizabeth 

Pickett, the first European child born in Footscray.  She 

and Joan went on to co-author “Pubs, Parks & Pastures—

the history of female pioneers in the western suburbs. She 

later wrote “Altona Hospital: a Bush Hospital by the 

Bay”—the history of the Altona Hospital. 

Maureen shared her methods of writing and using open 

questions to draw information from those often reluctant 

to tell their story. She stressed the importance of double 

checking facts, using photographs to add colour to your 

story and to ask others to proof read your work before 

publishing. She believes that everyone has a story to tell 

and encourages us to share our stories by having them 

published and officially launched . 

(Compiled from Notes by Mary Cahill)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President, Bob Chalmers thanks Maureen Lane for her Talk 

 

 

Our Guest Speaker at the May Meeting, held at “Windy 

Hill” on Tuesday 23 May, was Lance Pritchard, the Secre-

tary of the Werribee and District Historical Society who 

was introduced by Elaine Brogan. Lance’s interest in recent 

times has been the final days of the 1924 trek by Hamilton 

Hume and William Hovell which developed after looking 

carefully at some maps that recorded their journey, termi-

nating near the shores of Corio Bay.  He believed that 

there were some inaccuracies that had been overlooked so 

he examined Hovell’s Diary and traced their route using 

Hovell’s daily entries. 

Lance used a power-point presentation to illustrate his talk. 

His presentation included detailed maps of the area west of 

Little River where the expedition concluded. He intends to 

publish his findings to attempt to put right what he be-

lieves are inaccuracies in the Hume and Hovell story.  

Greg Thege extended a vote of thanks to Lance on behalf 

of the members present and presented him with as gift in 

appreciation of his talk. 

THE MARCH GENERAL MEETING 

THE APRIL GENERAL MEETING 

THE MAY GENERAL MEETING 

Lance Pritchard with Bob Chalmers and Greg Thege 

Photograph: Emma Thege 
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EHS Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Mary Cahill  Ph: 9370 7296 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

TUESDAY, 25th JUNE, 2019 

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 

At 

Windy Hill Function Centre 

(cnr Brewster & Napier Streets, Essendon) 

from 6.30 pm onwards 

COST: $45-00 per person 

GUEST SPEAKER 

DR. GARY PRESLAND 

(The value of Natural History in Local 

Historical Societies) 

TUESDAY, 23rd JULY, 2019 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

& 

ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE 

for 2019-20 

At Windy Hill Function Centre 

Please note the date of this important 

meeting in your Diaries 

 

TUESDAY, 27th AUGUST, 2019 

at 

Windy Hill Function Centre 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER 

ANNE BLACK 

(Salmon Reserve, Strathmore). 

  

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the        

Hi-Marque Room at “Windy Hill”    

Function Centre, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  EHS 

Newsletter is 3rd August, 2019.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        EHS Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (EHS) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The EHS Newsletter, produced five 

times each year, is an important  

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2019 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

You will recall, I am sure, the little 

Settlers’ Cottage that was built c1860 

and stood for nearly 160 years on the 

east side of Mount Alexander Road, 

Essendon (No 1070). This relic of 

the past was saved from demolition 

several years ago and stored at the 

Council Depot until earlier this year. 

It has now been relocated to a site on 

the south east corner of Woodlands 

Park and is in the process of being 

restored. I will provide you with 

more information on this interesting 

project in our next issue. 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 

THE SETTLERS’ COTTAGE 


