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Greetings to All, 

To those of you who I haven’t caught up with recently, may I 

extend to you a belated Happy New Year. I hope that you all 

had a very restful and rewarding end to 2018. 

We are already nearly two months into 2019—a year that 

promises to be very busy and eventful for the Essendon  

Historical Society and there has been a lot of things         

happening since our last Newsletter. 

We finished off 2018 with our usual Christmas festivities 

held in December at the Gannawarra Centre. Due to clashes 

with other End of Year functions, a number of our regular 

attendees were absent but it was great to see some new   

members joining us for the occasion. There was plenty of 

medical conversation at my table, with Dr. Graeme         

Dennerstein (accompanied by his wife, Grazia) on one side 

and Dr Arun Chandu on the other.  Graeme, at that time, 

was our newest member. It was great to catch up with Tom 

and Doreen Morgan (from Romsey) and Alwyne Merritt 

(from Geelong). Terry and Julie Scott, as usual, did a great 

job with the organisation of the night. Thanks to those who 

supported our end of year function and to those who bought 

tickets or gave donations for the Christmas Hamper. 

Thank you also to the fourteen members who took a turn at 

looking after the Christmas Stalls in mid December.  These 

stalls, in addition to helping to raise money for the EHS, also 

give us a great opportunity of meeting with members of the 

public. This is particularly important at the present time. 

Our Cataloguing Committee (Judy, Rod, Anna Maree, Anna 

and Zelma) have put in a great year at Niddrie and are still 

working hard to make our records and collections more   

easily accessible through digitization. Their end of year jaunt 

to Puffing Billy was well earned. Thanks Cataloguing gang. 

They are, of course, already hard at it again after a short 

break. 

I am personally disappointed to learn that the Moonee Valley 

Festival, one of the regular events on the EHS Calendar, will 

not be held at Queens Park on the last Sunday in February as 

in past years, but will be spread to various parts of the      

Municipality. It will be interesting to see how the new plans 

work out. We, as a Society, will not participate in the 2019 

program, but the various activities spread over February and 

March are listed on Page 5 for those interested in attending. 

We are extremely grateful to the Rotary Club of Essendon 

North who once again organised the Australia Day Breakfast 

at Moonee Valley. Susan Alberti, well known for her support 

of medical research and her involvement with the Western 

Bulldogs Football Club, was a very inspiring speaker.  

Alan Murphy was again in charge of proceedings and kept 

the program running smoothly. I was very pleased to receive 

a handsome cheque from Mark Mott, the President of the   

Rotary Club to help us with the Courthouse Restoration.   

The Susan Alberti Foundation was also given support.     

Our members featured well when numbers were drawn for 

the Special Effort. Thanks to the Rotary Club of Essendon 

North and the organisations and individual sponsors who 

donated prizes. 

Mary Cahill’s Restoration Report can be found on Page 4. 

Sida Constructions’ contractors are progressing well with 

their work. It is great to see the new plasterwork on the walls 

and to once again have a wooden ceiling. There is plenty of 

activity on the outside of the building at present as work is 

done cleaning the facade and replacing damaged bricks. 

Mary Cahill, Terry Scott and I have been meeting on a    

regular basis from early January, planning for the time we 

return to the Courthouse. We and the Committee are looking 

forward to the time when we will be able to open our doors 

to the public once more. 

We will be sending each of you a Members’ Survey in the 

very near future, to give you an opportunity of letting us 

know how we are travelling as a Society. Please take a short 

time to fill out the survey and return it to Greg Thege either 

as an email or by post in the SAE provided. 

I would like to again remind you that 2020 marks the 50th 

Anniversary of the Essendon Historical Society. It was 

formed in October 1970 after our beloved Eve Park wrote a 

short article in the local paper urging readers to form a group 

to preserve our local history. Nearly fifty years later we are 

still going strong and so is our founder. If you have any ideas 

on things we might like to do in our Golden Jubilee Year, 

please contact Elaine Brogan.  

It is important that while we look back at what we have 

achieved as a Society over those years from 1970 that we also 

look ahead and plan for the future. Ask yourself, “Is there 

some way that I can show my support to the Society?”  

We will certainly be looking for more new people to work 

with us on the EHS Committee of Management in the future 

and when we return to the Courthouse we will need to make 

up a list of volunteers who are prepared to help out on a 

Sunday afternoon. Perhaps you have some items of local  

interest or photographs relevant to our district that you 

might like to donate. How about putting your thoughts    

towards submitting an article for the Newsletter. Any      

contribution you can make will be greatly appreciated.  

I hope to catch up with you in the near future, either at our 

monthly meetings or at other activities. 

                                                     Bob Chalmers (President)  

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

  

 

Last month, while visiting our well known Moonee Ponds 

Antique Dealer, De Bretts, I was delighted to see two old 

postcards in one of the glass cabinets. Postcards relevant to 

our district do not turn up very often these days, so I felt 

that the money I spent on that day was good value. 

The postcard featuring the Moonee Ponds Town Hall 

(blank on the back) is known to us, but the lovely card 

which I have featured on the front cover, of the Waterloo 

Cup Hotel, is one that I can’t remember seeing before. The 

message on the back dates it as 4th October 1910. It was 

written by H. J. Jeffrey to “My Dearest Alice”.  

The sepia image seems to have been taken from an        

elevated position in Ascot Vale, possibly from the Woods 

Estate (Crown Terrace or Hunt Crescent). If you look   

carefully you can see the Gladstone Street Methodist 

Church on the horizon on the right side of the photograph.  

The Waterloo Cup Hotel 

was erected in 1889-90 for 

Augustine Jones who was 

Secretary (and later the 

Manager) of the Melbourne 

Meat Preserving Company 

in Maribyrnong.  

Jones was actively involved with coursing (greyhound    

racing) and named his hotel “The Waterloo Cup” after the 

most prestigious British Hare Coursing event held in    

Lancashire from 1836.  

The Waterloo Cup Hotel, which occupies a site on the   

corner of Maribyrnong Road and Scotia Street was one of 

three hotels built on the corners of “Temperance      

Township” at about the same time—the other two being 

The Union Hotel on the corner of Union Road and 

Maribyrnong Road and the Grand National Tower Hotel 

that stood near the corner of Langs Road and Epsom 

Road, Ascot Vale, later absorbed by the Showgrounds.  

OLD POSTCARDS  - A GOOD DISCOVERY 
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Courthouse— A Hive of Activity 

Real progress with the interior building works is now 

apparent.  Excellent work has been completed on the 

plasterwork and mouldings on the courtroom walls.    

In addition, the kauri/oregon ceiling which is ready    

for staining or application of shellac is looking splendid.  

Plans to refurbish the kitchenette are well underway.  

New picture rails have been selected.  The bluestone 

pavers at the entrances have been relaid and levelled.   

Passers-by will have observed that the render on the 

façade has been cleaned. 

We have employed consultants to assist us with our   
audio-visual and IT requirements.  We are waiting for 
Heritage Victoria to approve our proposed interior 
painting scheme (similar to that of pre-fire) and the       
installation of an access ramp which will incorporate a 
new entrance. 
Our request for approval to issue a licence (to enable 

sharing of the Courthouse) is likely to be tabled in    

Parliament in March.  Our negotiations continue with 

Moonee Valley Council re the details of the conditions 

of the licence.  Council has been assisting us in our   

consideration of the likely maintenance, compliance and 

cleaning requirements for the future use of the      

Courthouse. 

And finally, we were delighted last year that the         

Financial Ombudsman’s Service agreed with our claim 

from QBE Insurance, namely, that EHS was entitled to 

receive payment for the transport and storage of the 

EHS property which had been evacuated from the 

Courthouse following the fire. 

Funding for the Restoration of the Courthouse is being provided 

through the Living Heritage Grants Program of the Victorian 

State Government. 

COURTHOUSE 

RESTORATION REPORT 

by Mary Cahill 
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For many years the Essendon Historical Society has been 

involved in some way with the Moonee Valley Festival 

which has been held at Queens Park on the last Sunday in 

February. 

This year the Council has decided to spread activities in 

different parts of the municipality over a period of five 

weeks, with no activity being held in Moonee Ponds. The 

EHS Committee, partly because of the very late             

notification of the proposed changes, decided that we as a 

Society, for the first time in over twenty years, will not be 

involved with the annual Moonee Valley Festival in 2019.  

For those members wishing to support the Council’s new 

look program of events, the following activities are planned 

for late February and throughout March. 

FOOD FAIR FESTIVAL 

Saturday, 24 February, 12 noon—4 pm at 

Avondale Heights Library and Learning Centre 

Celebrate with cooking demonstrations, lots of tasty treats 

pairing sessions and live entertainment. 

WOODLANDS BY TWILIGHT 

Saturday, 2 March, 4 pm—9.30 pm at 

Woodlands Park, Essendon 

Take a picnic tea and relax in the park. Be entertained by 

local musicians and enjoy a twilight concert. 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

Sunday, 17 March, 12 noon—4 pm 

Walter Reserve, Ascot Vale 

A fun and fitness afternoon featuring a variety of easy and 

accessible ways to get active. Local recreation and sporting 

clubs, groups and organisations will be involved as well as a 

circus trapeze act and an obstacle course. 

ILLUMINATE THE RIVER 

Saturday, 30 March, 2pm—9pm 

The Boulevard, Maribyrnong River, Aberfeldie 

This is the final activity of the Festival. It will feature food, 

art and entertainment—live music, roving performances 

and pop-up activities for all ages. 

The 2019 Festival will be brought to a close on the banks 

of the beautiful Maribyrnong River. 

 

 

 

The 2018 Christmas Break-up was held at the Gannawarra 

Function Centre, Keilor Road, North Essendon on     

Tuesday, 11 December.  

Although our numbers were down on previous years, the 

36 members and friends who attended had a most         

enjoyable evening. 

The meal—of typical Christmas fare—was very good and 

the venue was most satisfactory for the occasion.  

To keep the brains active, our Treasurer prepared a Quiz 

Sheet which was placed on each table. These were collected 

during the evening and resulted in a landslide win for Table 

No 2.   

The persuasive  Christmas Elf moved from table to table 

with tickets ensuring that we all had plenty of opportunities 

to participate in the draw for the Christmas Hampers.  

The winners of the three hampers were: 

Marlene Hebden , Diana Campbell and Ross King  

Door  Prizes were won by Peter Bromley and Bill Mundy. 

Thank you to Julie and Terry Scott for the work that they 

undertook in organising the night for us all and to Kelsey 

Collins for looking after the Christmas Hampers. 

We would also like to express our thanks to all members 

who supported the EHS by purchasing tickets for the  

hamper and making donations. The Ticket Sales and     

donations realised a total of $700. 

 

 

The Essendon Historical Society was well represented at 

the Australia Day Breakfast which was held at the Moonee 

Valley Legends Venue on Saturday, 26 January. The event 

was organised by the Rotary Club of Essendon North. 

Those in attendance could not help but be inspired by the 

address delivered by well known philanthropist, Susan  

Alberti, who shared many of the trials and tribulations that 

she and her family faced in her private life and her positive 

approach to overcome them and to devote her time and 

effort in providing financial support for medical research. 

She also related her lifetime love of football, her work as 

an administrator of the Western Bulldogs and her drive to 

promote the cause of the AWFL. 

We are very grateful to the Rotary Club of Essendon 

North for the generous donation made to the EHS from 

the proceeds of the Breakfast, shared with the Susan     

Alberti Foundation. 

 

MOONEE VALLEY FESTIVAL 2019 
OUR CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP 

AUSTRALIA DAY BREAKFAST 
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Our most senior Essendon Historical Society member, 

Zelma Riddell always celebrates her birthday in a special 

way, as it falls on Australia Day. Zelma turned 94 years old 

on 26 January and was presented with a bouquet of      

flowers. Zelma has attended every Australia Day Breakfast 

since it was first held in 1994. 

Congratulations Zelma. 

 

   

I wish to remind members that the Golden Jubilee of the 

Essendon Historical Society is fast approaching and we 

need to plan ahead to ensure that we make the most of the 

memorable occasion. 

Elaine Brogan OAM, who has been involved with the EHS 

over a period of 33 years, is approaching members with the 

intention of forming a Committee to plan events for our 

big year in 2020. If you haven’t been approached and 

would like to offer your services in some way, please make 

sure that you get in touch with Elaine who I am sure will 

appreciate your support. (Phone 9740 2350) 

If you have some photographs or other material relating to 

past EHS Activities these will be gratefully received. 

The EHS was established in 1970, the Preliminary Meeting 

being held in the home of Eveline (Eve) Park and her late 

husband, Bill, on 29 July, the Guest Speaker being Mr Les 

Blake of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria.  

The Meeting was chaired by Mr. David Robertson who 

was later to be elected as the inaugural President. 

 

 

The Inaugural Meeting of the Essendon Historical Society 

was held two months later, on 6 October, 1970. This   

meeting was attended by Mr Hugh Anderson, at this time 

an RHSV Councillor. In addressing the Meeting he        

expressed surprise that on moving into the area two years 

ago he found that there was no local Historical Society in         

operation. The first Office Bearers and the first            

Constitution and By-laws were presented at this Meeting. 

David Robertson, as mentioned above, was elected as 

President and served in that capacity for the first two years 

of the Society’s existence. He was succeeded in 1972 by 

Hugh Anderson.  

 

 

 

On looking through the Essendon Historical Society     

records I had come across Hugh Anderson’s name as our 

second President and was under the impression that he was 

an elderly man when he was associated with us. I was     

surprised, recently, to learn that he died as recently as 2017, 

which meant that he was only in his 40s when the EHS was 

established. He was elected as President in October 1972 

but resigned in early 1973. He was actively involved with 

the Royal Historical Society of Victoria at this time, and 

had been working in collaboration with Les Blake (at that 

time the President of the RHSV) to produce the three   

volume history of The Education Department of Victoria 

“Vision and Realisation”. Shortly after his resignation as EHS 

President, he established his own Publishing Company 

“Red Rooster Press” from his home in Fernhill Street,  

Ascot Vale and produced a series of books for use in    

Primary School Social Studies. He is recognised largely for 

his work on collecting and writing about Australian Folk 

Lore and Bush Ballads as well as biographies of prominent 

figures in Australian history and biographies for the      

Australian Dictionary of Biography.  

He was born in Elmore in 1927 and died on 3 March, 2017 

at the age of 90 years. He was a close friend of our local 

poet Bernard O’Dowd. 

A lengthy Obituary written by Frank Bongiorno and    

Warwick Anderson, which first appeared in the Sydney 

Morning Herald on 3 May 2017 can be found on the   

Internet. 

By Bob Chalmers 

 

 

 

In order to ensure that we, as a Committee of Management 

of the Essendon Historical Society, are meeting the needs 

and expectations of our members we have put together a 

brief survey which you will be receiving, either through the 

post or via email, in the near future. This will not take very 

long for you to complete and return to us. To make life 

easier for you, you can complete the Survey online or    

return it to us in the stamp addressed envelope provided. 

We would be grateful if you could return your survey to us 

by the date recorded on the Survey Form. 

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ZELMA 

JUBILEE YEAR APPROACHES 

FOLLOWING ON—A SECOND MEETING 

HUGH ANDERSON 

Publisher, Folklorist, Fellow of the RHSV, 

Poet and Journalist  

MEMBERS SURVEY 
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The Essendon Historical Society conducted two Street 

Stalls in Moonee Ponds over a weekend  in mid—

December. 

The first, on Friday, 14 December, was set up in the 

Moonee Ponds Central Mall, adjacent to the Coffee Club, 

and the second, the following day—Saturday, 15 December 

in Puckle Street.   

Sherryl Jones-Collins, Anne Hillier and Eve Park 

supervising the Puckle Street Stall 

Thank you to the members who helped us to set up the 

stalls on each morning, and to those who volunteered to 

give up some of their valuable time at this busy time of the 

year to supervise the stall and meet with the Christmas 

shoppers. The roster contained the names of fourteen vol-

unteers.  

The Puckle Street venue was more successful due to more 

passers-by, but overall the street stalls proved to be most 

worthwhile and a total of $1341-00 was raised over the 

weekend from the sale of our publications. 

Thank you to Kelsey Collins for managing the roster.  

Bill and Frances Mundy and Malcolm McNab 

manning the Puckle Street Stall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following my story about the “Brass Tavern” (an old 

Gilbertson Home) in our last newsletter, I received an 

email from Ian Williams who informed me that his    

daughter, Jenny, and her husband are very good friends of 

Herman (the Brass Tavern Man).  

After being shown the article referring to the eatery and its 

demolition, Herman responded by sending the following 

information which helps to fill the gaps.  

“Time flies when you’re not watching. 

I bought the home which was the first home of Gilbertson 

the butcher, later to be Mayor of Essendon. At that time 

there were a few butcher shops trading with his name. His 

later home was a little nearer Windy Hill Football Ground. 

I bought it from Brian, the chemist next door. It had been 

a second hand car and caravan dealer site. I was told it took 

a little wrangling to make the deal with Brian. 

From 1980 to 1981 I was busy changing it into a restaurant. 

It was an Edwardian building and had some beautiful    

features—pressed metal ceilings and plaster work. One 

customer told me that their father had done this and that 

they had to support the roof, ceilings etc to preserve its 

character. The fire-place couldn’t be retained as we needed 

arches to the different rooms. We opened in 1981. I had a 

finishing kitchen in the middle of the restaurant with brass 

canopies around. It was risky. Nobody had done that as 

yet, but I needn’t have worried. It went off with a bang. 

Some time later I invited the surviving Gilbertson family 

members—mostly girls—to the restaurant. They told how 

they would sit outside on the veranda on the mosaic tiling. 

One of the daughters told me how the room next to her 

dinner table was her honeymoon room. Her husband was 

going off to WW2 in Europe two days later. 

The business did well but I was getting burnt out—full 

houses of 90 people and cooking a la carte French style. 

THE DECEMBER STREET STALLS THE BRASS TAVERN—A FOLLOW UP 
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I did my patisserie and cooking tickets in Holland. 

I tried to hold on and sell the leasehold but found that        

difficult, so I told a friend I had worked with earlier. He 

was a Greek and changed the format to Greek cooking. 

His son took over some time later.  

One feature I had was a tank with live lobsters in it which 

were delivered each week from King Island. 

It’s all history now. 

I hope this adds a bit to the story. I am open to any further 

possible information if wanted.” 

                                                                           Herman 

Thank you Herman. I am grateful to you for contributing 

to our Newsletter and providing us with information that 

we had not been able to find relating to the more recent 

history of the premises. 

Note: The 1975 Sands & McDougall Directory (the final 

S&M Directory) lists “Wanda Caravans” at No 144 Pascoe 

Vale Road. The Chemist shop next door, referred to by 

Herman, was operated by Brian Pearce. 

  

 

 

 This property was located at 173-175 Pascoe Vale Road, 

Moonee Ponds (cnr Lethbridge Street). Our records       

indicate that the two storey corner building was built in 

1888. It was occupied for many years from 1957 by Koefed 

& Patterson P/L—motor electrical engineers. No 177 to 

the north had been a Milk Bar but in recent times was   

occupied by “Comfort Feet” - (clinical and sports podiatry) 

The two properties were recently acquired by former 

North Melbourne footballer and AFL Coach, Denis Pagan 

and his son, John, now Estate Agents operating their   

business from premises on the corner of Fletcher Street 

and Mount Alexander Road, Essendon (known to many as 

Attwoods Corner or Andersons Corner). 

The two premises were demolished late last year and the 

site is to be occupied by units known as “The Lethbridge”.  

This now leaves No 179 Pascoe Vale Road—the Chinese 

Take Away  known as “Golden Wok” — the only shop     

remaining between Buckley Street and Lethbridge Street. 

The BP Service Station on the corner of Buckley Street and 

Pascoe Vale Road (Morella Motors) occupies a 155 foot 

frontage to Pascoe Vale Road. This site was originally four 

residential homes (Nos 181 to 187). In March 1963 the 

four properties made way for an Amoco Service Station. 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

 IN PASCOE VALE ROAD 

by Bob Chalmers 
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The residence that seems to attract the most attention in 

Essendon is the large two storey Gothic Revival residence 

on the corner of Lincoln Road and Miller Street. Many 

times I, and I am sure other EHS members, have been 

asked about the history of this impressive mansion which 

stands out among the other properties that surround it.  

“Napperby” is one of only five places in Essendon  featured 

in my copy of “The Heritage of Australia”, the others   

being Lowther Hall, houses at 1-5 Levien Street, No 33 

Tweedside Street (Tweedside House) and of course, the 

former Moonee Ponds Courthouse. 

“Napperby” was originally known as “Ellimatta” and was 

built c1885 for agricultural journalist, Thomas Kirkland 

Dow. The entry in “The Heritage of Australia” incorrectly 

states that it was built in 1897 as the manse for the St 

Johns Presbyterian Church. Whilst it is true that it was for 

a short time owned by The Presbyterian Church and was 

occupied for a number of years by Rev. Alexander Stewart, 

the Minister of St. Johns Presbyterian Church from 1887 

to 1920, it had been built 12 years earlier. An entry in 

“Victoria & Its Metropolis” for Thomas Dow (published 

in 1888), records his address as “Ellimatta” (Essendon).   

In the past twelve months changes have been occurring 

and the prominent building has doubled in size. The     

additions, however, have been carefully planned by the 

architect to match the original building. 

 

 

 

On the east side of Lincoln Road, opposite “Napperby” are 

two very old homes which were built by Patrick Hayes 

c1867. These two residences were numbered 15 and 17 

(later 33 and 37) Lincoln Road, Essendon. No 15 was 

known as “Necton” and No 17 as “Lauriston”. In 1874, 

when William Hoffman purchased the 84 acre Tweedside 

Estate from Charles Waddell Hutchesson, one of the two 

properties was occupied by Hoffman’s son William    

Hoffman Junior and his wife Eliza and the other by his      

daughter, Louisa Ann Smith and her husband, Thomas. 

In November 1885 grazier David Black and his wife Mary 

purchased “Lauriston” and Charles and Margaret Forrester 

purchased “Necton”. Forrester sold his property to James 

MacEwan the following year. 

THE NEW LOOK OF NAPPERBY 

by Bob Chalmers 

“LAURISTON” & “NECTON” 

 TWO OF THE OLDEST HOMES ON  

THE TWEEDSIDE ESTATE 

Lauriston (2019) 

Necton (2019) 
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The St. Thomas’ Anglican Church in Mount Alexander 

Road, Moonee Ponds celebrates the 160th Anniversary of 

the first service held in the church building next month. 

The photograph above is the earliest taken of the original 

bluestone building, the image captured by prominent   

photographer, Charles Nettleton in 1866. 

The first Vicar of the Moonee Ponds Church was Rev.  

Edward Cannington Puckle whose ministry spanned a 22 

year period from 1856 to 1878. 

The 160th Celebrations will be marked by a re-enactment 

of the first service, which will be held at the 10 am Service 

on Sunday, March 3rd. Some members of the Essendon 

Historical Society will dress in period costume and join the 

St Thomas’ Congregation on that day. 

Terry and Julie Scott are members of the Congregation and 

Terry has been assisting the Vicar, Reverend Vanessa   

Bennett in organising the event. 

I feel sure that Terry will be happy to write an article for 

the next Newsletter, recording the celebrations and telling 

us a little of the history of the church.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Former students of Niddrie High School who come back 

to see their old school will get a great surprise. The old 

school (built in 1959) was demolished about 18 months 

ago to make way for a modern state of the art school. 

In 1993 when the Essendon-Keilor College was established 

Niddrie High School became the Niddrie Campus, catering 

for students in Years 7-10.  

In 2017, while the work was being carried out, the students 

were accommodated at the East Keilor Campus but they 

returned to the Niddrie site at the commencement of the 

2019 school year. 

The new school buildings will be officially opened in mid 

March. 

The upgrade to the school was financed by the State    

Government through the Victorian School Building      

Authority, the project costing $7,500,000. 

The only two buildings of the old school remaining  are the 

brick Library and the Gymnasium/Assembly Hall on the 

southern side of the school site 

ST THOMAS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH’S  

160TH ANNIVERSARY 

NEW SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

FOR 

ESSENDON-KEILOR COLLEGE 

NIDDRIE CAMPUS 
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                                      By Bob Chalmers 

 

 

 

When I was involved with the Essendon & Broadmeadows 

Churches Cricket Association many years ago as a player 

and administrator, Fairbairn Park, Ascot Vale, was the    

Association’s main venue and 14 concrete cricket pitches 

were laid on the flat flood-plain of the Maribyrnong River. 

Player facilities consisted of two old bluestone pavilions, 

two old brick toilet blocks, a brown brick pavilion, two 

cyclone wire cricket nets and a large gravel car-park. 

In 2016 the Moonee Valley City Council, with financial 

support to the tune of $650,000 from the State            

Government through the Community Sports Infra     

Structure Fund erected a large, multi-purpose pavilion. 

The new Pavilion and its surrounds are built on the site of 

the brick change-rooms and the internal car-park. It is built 

off the ground to ensure that the facilities would not be 

affected in times of flood and large water tanks have been 

placed under the building to store water for use on the 

ovals, of which there are now only four. The facilities    

include four modern change rooms, kitchen facilities and 

function rooms for community use. New lighting has been 

provided for one of the ovals, six lane cricket nets have 

been erected for training purposes and the existing ovals 

were re-aligned.  

The old bluestone pavilion at the northern end of the    

reserve is still serviceable and further development is taking 

place at the eastern side. 

The Moonee Valley City Council have certainly done a 

wonderful job in providing such outstanding facilities for 

our local sporting bodies.   

                                                              By Bob Chalmers 

FAIRBAIRN PARK IMPROVEMENTS: 

SPORTING CLUBS ENJOY NEW PAVILIONS 



Page 12 

                      Essendon Historical Society Newsletter—Issue No. 249   February—March 2019 

EHS Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Mary Cahill  Ph: 9370 7296 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

TUESDAY, 26 FEBRUARY 2019  

at Windy Hill Function Centre 

MEMBERS NIGHT 

(Show and Tell) 

& Video Clips 

Members are asked to bring along an 

item from home that may be of interest 

 

TUESDAY, 26 MARCH 2019 

At Windy Hill Function Centre  

at 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

Dr Arun Chandu 

Topic: “The World’s First Airport City” 

 

TUESDAY, 23 APRIL 2019 

at Windy Hill Function Centre 

at 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Maureen Lane 

Topic: Recording Personal Stories 

 

TUESDAY, 28 MAY 2019 

at Windy Hill Function Centre 

at 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

Lance Pritchard 

 

Topic:    Hume and Hovell Journey 

into Westernport 

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the        

Hi-Marque Room at “Windy Hill”    

Function Centre, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  E.H.S. 

Newsletter is 4th April 2019.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        EHS Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (EHS) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The EHS Newsletter, produced five 

times each year, is an important  

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2019 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

The Rotary Clubs of Keilor East and 

Essendon are conducting the 5th  

Annual Moonee Valley Art Show 

At NORTH PARK MANSION 

69 Woodland Street, Essendon 

on 

SATURDAY, 16 MARCH 

(11 am—5 pm)  &  

SUNDAY 17 MARCH 

(10 am—4 pm) 

Gala Opening Preview Evening 

Friday 15 March 

To enter Art or purchase  

Grand Opening Tickets 

www.mooneevalleyartshow.com.au  

Live Music/Food & Beverages/

Devonshire Teas 

Adults $10, students & pensioners $5 

Family $20, under 12 Free 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 

MOONEE VALLEY 

 ART SHOW 


