
 

The Newsletter 
 

Essendon Historical Society Inc 

Established 1970 

Moonee Ponds Courthouse Museum 

768-770 Mt Alexander Rd, Moonee Ponds 3039 

 
Inc No A0017240P 

ABN No  

33 706 980 895 

Issue No 247 August—September 2018       EHS is affiliated with the Royal Historical Society of Victoria Telephone 9370 4607

CONTENTS 

A Message from the President    page  2 

Report—Annual General Meeting   page  2 

Historic “Aberfeldie Stables”    page  2 

Moonee Valley Anzac Centenary Committee Report page  3 

Unveiling of Story Boards at Heinze Reserve  page  3 

Obituary—Mary Costigan     page  4 

Obituary—Rosemary Henderson   page  4 

Essendon Station Level Crossing Removal: 1888 

by  Peter Willoughby           pages 5-8 

Courthouse Restoration Report by Mary Cahill page  8 

Essendon celebrated the Arrival 0f RDNS 1967 

by Julie Scott (based on a story by John Williams) pages  9-10 

The Pick of the Bunch  

(A History of the Rotary Club of Essendon) 

by Alan Murphy      page  11 

October Walks      page  12 

Coming Events      page  12 

E.H.S. Contact Details     page  12 

 

Service Station in Pascoe Vale Road, Moonee Ponds operated by W. H. Denner c1930 (photo: E.H.S. Collection) 



Page 2 

                      Essendon Historical Society Newsletter—Issue No. 247   August— September 2018 

 

 

 Greetings EHS Members, 

It is hard to believe that we are already more than two-thirds 

through the Year 2018 and that Spring is with us again. No 

doubt many of you will be anxiously awaiting the results of 

the AFL Finals to see who carries off the 2018 Premiership 

Cup, or preparing for a day at the Royal Melbourne Show 

which commences later this month. 

It is with regret that we have to announce that since our last 

Newsletter two of our members— Life Member Mary    

Costigan (an EHS Foundation Member) and Rosemary  

Henderson, have passed away and we express our sincere 

sympathy to their families. 

We are still progressing well with Stage 2 of the Courthouse 

Recovery which Mary has highlighted in her report. 

I have been meeting with Moonee Valley Librarian,  Julia  

Marshall and Michele Summerton, planning an Exhibition to 

mark the re-opening of the Courthouse, hopefully in April 

next year in connection with the Roving Curators Program.  

I thank the members of the EHS who attended the AGM in 

July for electing me, once again, to serve as your President. 

However, it is a concern that we have again been unable to 

fill our Committee positions. If you think that you might be 

able to contribute to the Essendon Historical Society as a 

member of the Committee we would be extremely pleased to 

hear from you.  

       Bob Chalmers 

 

 

  

The Annual General Meeting of the Essendon Historical 

Society was held at “Windy Hill” on Tuesday 24 July, 2018. 

Treasurer Terry Scott and his wife Julie compiled a booklet 

which included Annual Reports from the President and the 

various sub-committees covering the 2017-18 Year.  

Following the Reports all Committee positions were declared 

vacant and Life Member Bob Mackay, took the Chair to  

conduct the Election of the Officers and  the Committee for 

2018-19.  Bob thanked the retiring committee for its work 

during the past twelve months and proceeded with the   

Election 

There being only one nomination for each Office, the      

following were appointed: 

 PRESIDENT: Bob Chalmers 

 VICE-PRES: Kelsey Collins 

 SECRETARY: Mary Cahill 

 TREASURER: Terry Scott 

 COMMITTEE: Elaine Brogan 

    Greg Thege 

 

 

  At the July General Meeting following the AGM, President 

Bob Chalmers, presented a framed Certificate to Secretary 

Mary Cahill in acknowledgment of  her completion of ten 

years as Secretary of the Essendon Historical Society. The 

Certificate was designed by Julie Scott. 

Congratulations and sincere thanks, Mary, for your ten years 

of dedicated service.      

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—2018 

TEN YEARS OF VALUABLE SERVICE 

The Essendon Historical Society was formed in 1970    

following a meeting held at the home of Eveline and Bill 

Park. This means that we have commenced our 48th year 

and, although the Golden Jubilee still seems a long way off, 

the time will pass very quickly. 

At a recent Committee Meeting it was decided that a      

sub-committee be formed to plan for this big event. 

We were pleased to accept the offer of Elaine Brogan to 

chair this sub-committee and she would be pleased to hear 

from any members who would like to assist. Elaine can be 

contacted on  9740 2350. 

 

 

The remains of the historic “Aberfeldie” stables are hidden 

in the back yard of a residence in Combermere Street 

which has recently been advertised for sale through agents 

McDonald-Upton. They were built in the 1870s.  

OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY APPROACHES   HISTORIC “ABERFELDIE”  STABLES 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

  

 

 

 

 

The City of Moonee Valley Anzac Centenary Committee 

which was formed in 2014 to coordinate activities marking 

the centenary of Anzac Day and other WWI events, is now  

nearing the end of its four year tenure, having successfully 

fulfilled its purpose. 

The final meeting will be held on Monday 17 November. 

The final events will be held on Remembrance Day        

(11 November) when the Centenary of the signing of the 

Armistice will be recognised. 

The Commemoration of this event will take place at the 

Cenotaph in Queens Park on Sunday, 11 November at 11 

am. There will be a display of WWI memorabilia at the 

Council Chambers. 

A booklet recording the activities of the Anzac Centenary 

Committee over the four year period (2014-18) is in the 

process of being completed and will be launched on that 

day.  

The E.H.S. was represented on the above Committee by 

Elaine Brogan, John Hills and Bob Chalmers. Judy      

Maddigan was also a member. 

 

UNVEILING OF STORY BOARDS AT HEINZE RESERVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, 9 September five story boards were unveiled at 

Heinze Reserve (opposite the Keilor East R.S.L.) in       

recognition of the 58th Infantry (Essendon Rifles), VC  

Recipient Captain Rupert Vance Moon and Lieut.-Colonel 

Nelson Wellington, Major-General Harold Edward 

(Pompey) Elliott and Lance Corporal William Charles 

Scurry. 

The project was the brainchild of the late Trevor Sinclair, 

an ex-councillor and Mayor of the City of Moonee Valley, 

who planned to have these monuments sited as an        

extension to the Avenue of Honour on The Boulevard.  

Unfortunately Trevor passed away before the work was 

completed.  It was fitting that his widow, Morag, was    

invited to assist Hon. Ben Carroll, MP, to unveil the   

monuments. 

At the completion of the unveiling ceremony, those who 

were present were invited to adjourn to the Keilor East 

R.S.L. Headquarters to enjoy the hospitality of the local 

R.S.L. Club.   
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It is with great sadness that I report the death of our     

oldest member, Mary Costigan, who passed away       

peacefully on 21 July 2018 at the age of 102 years.  

Mary was a Foundation Member of the Essendon         

Historical Society and was made a Life Member of the   

Society in October 1999.  

Mary had a long family connection with the Essendon   

District. Her mother, Christine Jeanne Sutherland, was a 

daughter of Dr John Alexander Sutherland, a well          

respected medical practitioner who operated his practice 

from “Caithness” in Mount Alexander Road, Moonee 

Ponds. The drinking fountain in the Mount Alexander 

Road plantation opposite Taylor Street was erected by 

friends after his death in 1906.  

Her father, Huntly Campbell Gordon was the youngest of 

a family of 11 children and a brother of William         

McKissock and Leslie Ballantine Gordon who operated an 

ironmongery (hardware) business in Napier Street         

Essendon under the banner of Gordon Bros. for many 

years. 

Mary lived with her grandmother while completing her   

secondary education at Lowther Hall CEGGS and after 

leaving school, for a short period, was a student teacher at 

Afton College, a small privately run school that operated 

from the North Essendon Methodist Hall from 1931-34. 

Mary married Max Costigan in 1944 and in 1950 they took 

up residence in the Costigan family home at 76 Park Street 

where the family of three daughters Susan, Margaret and 

Wendy and son, Rodney, grew up. 

Over a period of more than 50 years Mary dedicated much 

of her time to serving others. She was actively involved for 

many years with the local Citizens  Advice Bureau, taught 

Sunday School at St. Johns Uniting Church, and was a 

founding member of the Essendon Multicultural Skill     

Exchange Group. In the year 2000 she was awarded a  

Centenary Medal for her many years of service to the    

Essendon Community. 

Mary left the Essendon district in 2010 and was living at 

the Karana Baptist Community complex in Kew at the 

time of her death.  

Her Funeral was conducted from St. Johns Uniting 

Church, Essendon, on 26 July, 2018.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 21 August, 2018, we lost another of our much loved 

members, Rosemary Henderson. 

Rosemary and her husband, James took up residence in 

Rachelle Road, East Keilor. Following the death of  James 

in 1980, she was left to raise her four children, Heidi, James 

and twin sons David and Iain on her own. Trained as a 

primary school teacher, Rosemary taught in local schools 

and gave good support to the Niddrie Primary School 

where her children attended. Before joining the Essendon 

Historical Society, she was working for the National Trust. 

In 2011 Rosemary joined E.H.S. and became involved with 

the Cataloguing Committee when it was formed by Judy 

Maddigan in 2012, later being elected as Convenor.. She 

came down to the courthouse regularly of a Sunday       

afternoon armed with home made cakes, biscuits and other              

refreshments for afternoon tea for the volunteers. She also 

helped the EHS by offering her services when volunteers 

were required to supervise the street stalls or sell books at 

the book sale. 

Rosemary was elected as a member of the Essendon      

Historical Society Committee of Management in 2013. She 

served on the Committee for two years but unfortunately 

her health prevented her from continuing after 2015.  

She left her East Keilor home and was living in Taralla 

Nursing Home in Croydon at the time of her death.  

   

    

 

 

 

 

VALE MARY COSTIGAN 

DEATH OF ROSEMARY HENDERSON 



Page 5 

Essendon Historical Society Newsletter—Issue No. 247  August—September 2018 

When the Buckley Street railway level crossing removal 
project which is being conducted by the Level Crossing 
Removal Authority at Essendon Station, is completed in 
late 2018, it will be the second level crossing to have been 
replaced with a road underpass in the station precinct. 

The first level crossing removal in the vicinity of the station 
took place in 1888 when a road subway was excavated   
below the level of the railway line in Mount Alexander 
Road adjacent to the northern boundary of the station 
yard. A continuing reminder of that excavation for present 
day travellers on the Mount Alexander Road is the short 
rollercoaster style dip in the road beneath the railway 
bridge near the Essendon Post Office. 

A level crossing has been in place on Buckley Street since 
1860 when Essendon became the terminus station of the 

Melbourne and Essendon Railway Company services    
between Melbourne (Spencer Street - Southern Cross    
Stations) and Essendon. In 1872 this crossing gained a 
companion level crossing on Mount Alexander Road at the 
northern boundary of the station yard when the railway 
extension from Essendon to Schoolhouse Lane near     
Seymour, forming the southern section of the North     
Eastern Railway project to link Melbourne with Wodonga 
on the Murray River colonial border with New South 
Wales, was opened for traffic. 

On the following 1869 part plan showing the proposed 
railway extension from Essendon Station, the crossing is 
indicated by an indistinct asterisk in the centre of the     
carriage way marked T. P. RD. in red. 

T. P. RD. equates to Turnpike Road. 

ESSENDON STATION LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL: 1888 

by Peter Willoughby

 

The gatekeeper-controlled crossing operated for 16 years 

before it was replaced with a road underpass in 1888. 

Newspaper reports of the time suggest that lengthy road 

traffic delays caused by shunting activities at the station 

may have been the major reason for its removal. 

The North Melbourne Advertiser of 10 March 1888, page 

2, reported on the letting of the contract for its replace-

ment as follows: 

Part 1869 plan of proposed North Eastern Railway extension from Essendon Station. 

Michael Guiney collection 
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At the completion of the work the crossing had been     
replaced by a narrow roadway with a single side footpath 
beneath a 12 metres long railway overbridge. The bridge 
superstructure was strengthened in 1909. In 1906 in   

preparation for the introduction of district electric tram 
services, The North Melbourne Electric Tramways and 
Lighting Company laid a single tram line through the    
subway off to one side of centre.  

            The first underpass opening. Looking south along Mount Alexander Road. 1906-1931. Station to right. 
            OV VPRS 12800 P3 

Looking north along Mount Alexander Road from the bridge deck. 1906-1931. 
The single tramline swings past the centre of reserve fire station.    Peter Bardho collection 
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Meanwhile, down by the station, at the opposite end of the 
old station yard from where 130 years ago work gangs of 
navvies toiled with pick, shovel and simple equipment to 
replace the Mount Alexander Road level crossing with a 

road beneath rail underpass, the highly visible construction 
crews of the John Holland-Kellog Brown and Root project 
contractors equipped with powerful mechanical aids are 
performing the same task on Buckley Street today. 

Little major work was then done at the grade separation 
until the bleak economic depression years of 1931-1932, 
when as the result of a £12000 jointly funded Essendon 
City Council - Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways 
Board undertaking managed by the Victorian Railways 
Construction Branch, the bridge length and road width 

were doubled, pedestrian convenience improved and tram 
tracks were laid either side of a steel central bridge support 
pillar. Apart from the much later addition of truck load 
crash barriers this is basically how the underpass presents 
itself today. 

Bridge extension. Looking south. 1931.      PROV VPRS 12800 

Looking north. Station to left. Post 1931.                    PROV VPRS 12800 P3 
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Footnotes.  

1.    To the north of Essendon Station a level crossing           
approximately 75 metres south of Glass Street was  
replaced by the Napier Street overbridge in 1912 and a 
level crossing on Pascoe Vale Road, Strathmore was 
replaced with a road overpass during 1963-1964.        
At Epsom Road, Flemington, a level crossing was    
replaced with a railway overbridge in 1925. 

2.   In 1887 a deputation from the Borough of  Flemington 
and Kensington Council met with the Railway      
Commissioners and amongst a number of items they 
requested of the Commissioners was the provision of a 
level crossing at Dover Street, Flemington. The     
Commissioners, no doubt with the operation of      
railways their foremost consideration and no idea of 
the massive future impact of the internal combustion 
engine powered automobile on their horse and steam 
powered society prophetically replied, “that it was not 
in the interest of the department (railways) or the    
district to increase the number of level crossings which 
were considered a hindrance to the running of trains. 
Level crossings created a trouble that would have to be 
faced some day by the department which would be put 
to an enormous expense in getting rid of them”. 

Sources: 

The Age, Melbourne, 4 October 1887. 

Argus, Melbourne, 3 February 1931. 

North Melbourne Advertiser, 10 March 1888. 

Richardson J. 1963, The Essendon Tramways, Traction Publi-
cations. Canberra. 

Turton K W. Bulletin, Australian Railways Historical Soci-
ety, January 1971. 

Waugh A. 1996, Signalling Record Society of Victoria, Tour 
Notes. 

 

 

BUCKLEY STREET RAILWAY CROSSING 

The following snippet was taken from the “Essendon      
Gazette” (12 May 1927) 

“A Deputation from Essendon City Council stated that the 
Council had been negotiating with the railway department 
regarding the abolition of the level crossing at Buckley Street 
and substitution of an overhead railway viaduct at an        
estimated cost of £35,000. 
The department was prepared to capitalise the saving which 
could be effected by the abolition of the gates and to       
contribute about £8000 to the scheme. 
The council was prepared to make a contribution and invited 
the Board to join. 

 

 

The building works on the interior of the Courthouse are 

progressing well.  Much attention is being given to        

restoring the ceiling of the courtroom.  We are delighted 

that some suitable kauri timber has recently been salvaged 

from a demolition site in West Melbourne and will be used 

in the ceiling.  The decorative oregon beams, brackets and 

pendants which can be retained have been scraped to    

remove any char, and some new sections are being    

manufactured to match the original ones. 

To provide disability access, we are considering the       

installation of a ramp with railings. The access would be 

from Mt Alexander Rd through the cell door. 

Bob Chalmers, Terry Scott and I have been meeting         

bi-monthly with representatives from Moonee Valley to 

discuss possible sharing arrangements of the Courthouse in 

the future.  Progress of these negotiations will be     

discussed at the EHS General Meeting in October:  

members are encouraged to attend. 

The funding for the Courthouse Restoration is being provided through 

the Living Heritage Grants Program of the Victorian State        

Government. 

By Mary Cahill 

COURTHOUSE RESTORATION REPORT 

OH! THE IRONY OF IT ALL 
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The Royal District Nursing Service has now combined 

with RSL Care and is under the banner of Bolton Clarke.  

The President’s Report in the Annual Report for 1966-67 

presented to the RDNS AGM in 1967 begins as follows: 

 “It was with much pleasure that the committee of      

management received notice that Her Majesty the Queen 

had granted the Royal prefix (1-9-1966) in recognition of 

the work carried out by District Nurses since 1885.” 

The President then reported on the RDNS Essendon  

Centre stating: In July 1966, the Rotary Club of Essendon, 

as its community project for the year, undertook to raise 

$10,000 towards the building of a centre at Essendon on 

reserved crown land. J Ross Esq OBE added $2,000 and 

the balance of the cost is being met by other donors and 

the Hospital and Charities Commission. 

During the initial stages of building, the committee was 

informed that the Centre was being built on the site of a 

Caroline Chisholm Shelter Shed, established about 1855 

for the shelter of diggers travelling to and from the gold 

fields. Ten Shelter Sheds operated on the Castlemaine 

route for about 50 years. The report also stated that the 

building of the RDNS Essendon Centre would be marked 

by a boulder bearing a plaque with the inscription:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That pocket of land on the corner of Grice Crescent and 

Mt Alexander Road, Essendon, which once sheltered    

diggers from 1855 was designated to be the site of the   

Essendon RDNS in 1966 and was operational in 1967. 

As you probably know – the name of Caroline Chisholm 

lives on in the  Moonee Ponds Caroline Chisholm Society.   

Their history states: 

“We opened on the porch of a doctor’s home in Box Hill, 

briefly operated in Collingwood and settled in Moonee 

Valley in the early 1970s.  The Society offered pregnant 

mothers and new families, support in the spirit of 

neighbourly good will from 41 Park Street, Moonee Ponds, 

for over 40 years. We temporarily operated from Shuter 

Street then settled in 977 Mt Alexander Road,  Essendon 

in 2017.  

Officially opened in 1967, the Essendon RDNS, on this 

historic site, has closed its doors and is now in the hands 

of the State Government. 

The following is an edited version of John Williams’ letter 

to the RDNS.  He wrote his letter to show appreciation to 

RDNS and is happy for me to share it with EHS. 

“As the Mayor of Essendon (1966-1968), I  received a 

phone call, and then a visit, from Lady Margaret Coles, 

President of RDNS Women’s Group. At that time, the 

RDNS was looking for a site in Essendon to build a Centre 

for their Nurses to work from and Lady Coles asked if I 

could assist. She was such a wonderful lady, I certainly 

could not say “No”! 

The RDNS (Essendon) Fund Raising Committee was 

formed and we found a site in Essendon where Caroline 

Chisholm used to provide care and accommodation for 

travellers going to and from the goldfields. 

To celebrate the decision to use this site for the RDNS 

Centre, it was decided that a Nurse and a Policeman would 

ride by horse from the St Kilda Road RDNS Centre to the 

Essendon Town Hall in Moonee Ponds to invite me to 

join them on the ride to the proposed RDNS site. 

Pat Hanna, an active horse lady, arranged for me to ride a 

horse used by the Clerk of the Course at Moonee Valley 

Races the previous day. 

Essendon celebrated the arrival of RDNS 

1967 

Based on a story by John Williams 

(Mayor of Essendon 1966-1968) 

On this site, in the year 1855, Mrs Caroline      

Chisholm established a Shelter for Diggers and their 

families travelling to the goldfields.” 
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It was a pleasant Sunday afternoon.  I was dressed in the 

Robes of Office when Pat put the ‘Mayor on the mare’, 

saying, “You’ll be OK Mr Mayor” 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Another keen horseman, Jack Pemberton (Clerk of the 

Course at the Royal Melbourne Show and Night Trotting), 

then said, “I’ll meet you at Bulla Road and help keep your 

horse under  control”. He ignored my comment that our     

destination was only a short distance past the Essendon      

Junction viaduct on Mt Alexander Road – quite a long way 

before Bulla Road. 

The city was in full celebration mode.  A huge crowd lined 

the route.   

Teams of Marching Girls and a Band proudly marched 

from the Town Hall to Grice Crescent  

Happily, I arrived safely, having galloped away from the 

other two horses.   

However, on my arrival, the City of Essendon Band struck 

up a tune.   

 

I hung onto the horse as best I could when it reared up on 

its hind legs - but the outcome was that the Council had to 

buy new Mayoral Robes.   

Rotary raised a lot of funds to build the Centre thanks to 

the efforts of a good friend of mine, Vin Merlo.  In 1967 

the Official Opening of the Centre was held.  Ian Muir - 

founder of Mighty Muirs - was President of Rotary at the 

time.” 

RDNS touched the lives of many Essendon residents and 

was an important part of our community. 

John Williams - May 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rock and plaque outside RDNS Headquarters 

commemorating the site of the Caroline Chisholm Shelter Shed 

 

I am grateful to John Williams for sharing this   

wonderful moment of Essendon history.  It was a 

big effort for him but his enthusiasm supported him 

through the editing process. 

Julie Scott 
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Pick of the Bunch is the title of a new history published by the 

Rotary Club of Essendon last month. 

Author, Alan Murphy OAM, a Society Member, says the title 

emerged from a statement made by a  Melbourne Rotarian at 

the Constitutional meeting of the Club in February 1935  

attended by the 18 charter members. “I know them all     

personally” said Ted Kinnear, the Managing Director of  

Kinnear Rope Works in Footscray, “they are the pick of the 

bunch of Essendon citizens.”  

Indeed they were—and ever since the Club has attracted   

like- minded residents to not only serve the Essendon            

community but to complete international service projects in 

Myanmar, the Phillipines, Cambodia and Peru. 

The international projects have largely been funded by      

external benefactors enabling over two million dollars in   

investments. Eighteen successive delegations donating cash 

and equipment for education and health projects have visited 

Myanmar since 2000. 

Locally the Club’s biggest projects have been the building of 

a children’s Traffic School in Montgomery Park, Essendon in 

1961, headquarters for the Royal District Nursing Service in 

1967, and earlier, a camp for scouts and guides at Riddell’s 

Creek. 

The Traffic School still attracts thousands of youngsters   

annually. The Nursing Service relocated to Ravenhall two 

years ago and the Grice Crescent building remains empty, 

though it is expected to soon be sold by the State           

Government. 

The Scout Camp was severely damaged in the Ash     

Wednesday bushfires but was fully restored by the Rotarians 

and now is a holiday camp for scouts and guides throughout 

Victoria. The Club has built other projects in Queens Park - 

a wishing well, sound shell and an exhibition commemorat-

ing the Burke and Wills exhibition. 

Essendon Rotary Club has produced one Rotary               

International President, Royce Abbey, and six District    

Governors. It has sponsored six new clubs—Brunswick, 

Daylesford, Keilor, Essendon North, Moonee Valley and 

Bacchus Marsh, from which have emerged six granddaughter 

clubs and a further five great granddaughter clubs across the 

State. 

Interestingly a Papal Decree was issued in 1951 banning the 

Clergy from joining Rotary. The Decree still exists but the 

Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne, His Grace Dennis Hart 

told the author the ban was not applied. Back in 1927 the 

Church saw Rotary as “satanic and seditious”. However, the 

current Pope, Francis, has been an honorary member of the 

Rotary Club of Buenos Aires for more than 20 years. 

Locally, Archbishop Sir Frank Little was a prominent    

member of the Rotary Club of Brunswick. The Church    

softened its view after two Popes later spoke at Rotary     

International conferences. A Priest from St Mary’s, Ascot 

Vale, was an Essendon Rotarian in the 1970s. 

Alan’s search identified Charter member, Eric Stinton as the 

catalyst who wrote to the Rotary Club of  Yokohama after 

World War II asking them to  photograph the graves of   

deceased servicemen buried in the Yokohama cemetery. The 

Japanese Rotarians quickly responded and photographs of 

each grave were sent to the bereaved families.                  

Stinton operated the Puckle Street newsagency which his 

father had established in 1896. Alan says Stinton is among 

the top half dozen Rotarians of all time. Eric’s son-in-law, 

Bill Mason, who married his daughter Mitzi, took over the 

shop when son Rick began a greeting card business next 

door to the newsagency.  

The Club built air raid shelters for the families of their five 

members serving abroad and regularly entertained them.  

Father Christmas always visited the children. 

The Essendon City Council asked the Rotary Club of      

Melbourne to form a Club in 1934. The reason is unclear. 

“Maybe,” says Alan, “it was to help residents who were just 

emerging from the Great Depression where there was 60% 

national unemployment.”  We will never know, however. 

NOTE 

Pick of the Bunch sells for $30 plus postage where required, and 

may be purchased direct from Alan Murphy  (0412 298 666) 

or from the  Rotary Club of Essendon at PO Box 161,     

Essendon 3040 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing Well (Queens Park) 

                                                                                                

 

THE PICK OF THE BUNCH 

A HISTORY OF 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF ESSENDON 
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E.H.S. Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Mary Cahill  Ph: 9370 7296 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

SEPTEMBER GENERAL 

MEETING 

Tuesday 25 September 

at “Windy Hill Function Centre”  

cnr Napier & Brewster Streets 

Essendon 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER:  

Ross King (E.H.S. Member) 

Topic: 

The Cinema & Theatrical  

Historical Society 

OCTOBER GENERAL  

MEETING 

Tuesday 23 October 

at “Windy Hill Function Centre” 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

“Future Plans for The Courthouse” 

(Looking Ahead to 2019) 

NOVEMBER GENERAL  

MEETING 

Tuesday, 27  November  

at “Windy Hill Function Centre” 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Libby Melzer 

(Grimwade Centre) 

Topic: 

Restoration of the  

“Book of Remembrance” 

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the        

Hi-Marque Room at “Windy Hill    

Receptions”, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further  notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  E.H.S. 

Newsletter is 23rd October, 2018.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        E.H.S. Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (E.H.S.) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The E.H.S. Newsletter, produced 

five times each year, is an important 

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2018 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

Bob Chalmers will be leading the  

following Walks in October 

HERITAGE WEEK WALK 

SUNDAY, 14 OCTOBER  

“A Heritage Walk in Ascot Vale” 

Meet outside the Union Hotel  

(cnr Maribyrnong and Union Roads) 

at 2.00 pm 

90 minutes of easy walking 

Cost of $10-00 per head 

Contact Bob on 9379 2750 

SENIORS MONTH WALK 

SUNDAY, 21 OCTOBER  

“A Stroll Through Old Essendon” 

Meet at St. Johns Uniting Church  

Car-Park at 2.00 pm (cost of $10-00) 

Contact Mary on  9370 7296 

 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 

OCTOBER WALKS 


