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Dear Members, 

It is hard to believe that half the year has already slipped by 

and we are now mid way through July. There have been 

plenty of things happening since my last report two months 

ago and members of the Committee have been kept very 

busy. 

It was great to see a number of our members at the Annual 

Dinner Meeting which was held at “Windy Hill” last month. 

I am sure that all of you who attended had an enjoyable   

evening. The Dinner Meeting is usually held in August, but 

we brought it forward two months to spread our big events 

more evenly over the year. Thank you to Julie Scott who 

(with support from our hard working Treasurer, Terry)    

organised the function for us. 

Due to a misunderstanding which led to our Guest Speaker, 

Virginia Noonan, being double-booked, we welcomed an 

addition 14 people to our function. They had booked to hear 

Virginia’s talk at the Sam Merrifield Library but were invited 

to join with us after we had completed our main course. 

Thank you to the library staff who helped us avoid an        

embarrassing situation. 

Our Secretary, Mary Cahill, Treasurer, Terry Scott and I  

continue to meet on a regular basis as we plan for our    

eventual return to the Courthouse and we are very pleased to 

be able to report that a contract has been signed to enable 

Stage 2 work  to commence (see Mary’s report  on page 4). 

Two years have now passed since the disastrous fire and it is 

gratifying to note that the five year recovery period that we 

were anticipating, now seems likely to be two and a half 

years. 

In spite of the fact that a number of our regular attendees 

have been away on overseas jaunts in recent months, our 

General Meetings have still been well supported. 

Beryl Patullo, a member of the Genealogical Society of    

Victoria, the Craigieburn Historical Group and the         

Whittlesea Historical Society, was our Guest Speaker at our 

May meeting. She spoke to us about the history of the 

Thomastown area using a power-point presentation.  

Virginia Noonan, who is a distant relative of Dr Sam       

Merrifield, addressed us at the Dinner Meeting on June 26th. 

She has spent ten years putting the Merrifield story together 

using letters that had been passed down to her. She launched 

her book in the little village of Tavistock, in Devon, earlier 

this year. Her talk, focussing on our well known foundation 

member was well received.  

Research queries continue to find their way to us through our 

email and website on a regular basis and we find great       

satisfaction in being able to assist members of the public with 

their requests, and at the same time, raise well needed funds 

for the E.H.S. 

Michele Summerton and I have begun meeting with Julia 

Marshall and Meredith Reidy of the Moonee Valley Libraries 

in connection with the Roving Curators’ Program under the 

auspices of  Museums Australia (Vic). A submission entered 

by us jointly last year to put together a display to coincide 

with the re-opening of the Courthouse was successful. We 

are currently in the early planning stages and expect the    

display to be launched around Easter time next year. 

I was delighted to have the opportunity of leading a Heritage 

Walk in Ascot Vale for a group of 12 members of the    

Deepdene U3A Walking Group on Tuesday, 19th June. 

Many of these Eastern Suburbs residents had never been to 

Ascot Vale before and it was a privilege to show off our part 

of Town. Thank you to Terry Scott for his support on that 

day. 

Julie Scott, who has recently agreed to accept a position as 

our Publicity Officer, has been busy working on our Website 

and, while it is still a “work in progress” it is being given a 

new look. Vice President, Kelsey Collins, is regularly putting 

posts on our other social media (Facebook and Twitter).  

Town and City of Essendon Ratebooks covering the period 

1898-1927 that had been in the possession of the Moonee 

Valley Council, have recently been collected by the Public 

Records Office. The 104 books relating to the suburbs of 

Ascot Vale, Moonee Ponds, Aberfeldie and Essendon will be 

digitised in coming months and will be retained at North 

Melbourne for safe keeping. Digitised copies will be given to 

us and the Moonee Valley Library.  

By the time you receive this Newsletter we will be very close 

to our Annual General Meeting (see opposite page). A    

number of the members of our  Committee of Management 

have served the E.H.S. for many years, and whilst they have 

done so willingly, it is important for the health of our Society 

that new members offer their services. Over the past twelve 

months we have been operating with a Committee of six 

members but are entitled, by our Constitution, to have nine. 

We have been meeting at the Municipal Offices on the third 

Monday of each month from 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.   

If you think that you might like to contribute to the ongoing 

operation of the E.H.S., or know of someone who you think 

would make a positive contribution, please see me or our 

Secretary, Mary Cahill, and offer your services. It is well to 

keep in mind that we were established as an Historical      

Society in 1970 and are fast approaching our Golden        

Anniversary so we have a lot to look forward to. 

Bob Chalmers (President) 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

In accordance with the Constitution of 

the Essendon Historical Society (Rule 

No 29), members are hereby notified 

that the Annual General Meeting of 

Essendon Historical Society Inc. will be 

held at the “Windy Hill Function     

Centre”, Napier Street, Essendon, on 

TUESDAY, 24th JULY 2018 

commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

The Agenda shall include 

1) The confirmation of the        

Minutes of the 2017 AGM 

2) The reception of reports covering 

activities of the Society in 

2017/18. 

3) The reception of the Financial 

Statement for the Year Ending  

30th June, 2018. 

4) Ratification of Subscriptions for 

2018/19. 

5) The Election of Office Bearers 

and members of the Committee 

of Management for the ensuing 

year. 

6) Other business of which notice 

has been given. 

Positions for which nominations are 

invited in accordance with By-Law 43 

are: 

President 

Vice President (1) 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Ordinary Members (5) 

Nominations for the above positions 

must be received in writing by the  

Secretary on the official nomination 

form by the close of business (4 p.m.) 

by Tuesday 17th July, 2018 

Mail to 

The Secretary (EHS) 

PO Box 557 

Essendon, 3040 

Nomination forms are available on line 

from the EHS Website (page 39 of By-

laws) 

Or on request from the  

Secretary  

Mary Cahill (Tel: 9370 7296) 

  

   

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2018/19 

The Annual Subscription Fees for the 

coming year are now due. 

The current subscriptions are as     

follows 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP     $30—00 

DUAL MEMBERSHIP         $50—00 

(for two members living at the same 

address) 

STUDENT CONCESSION $20—00

(to completion of first Degree) 

Fees for the coming year will be     

confirmed at the Annual General 

Meeting 

Membership forms for the coming 

year will be distributed to all members 

shortly. 

It would greatly assist our Treasurer if 

Membership Fees could be paid as 

soon as possible.  

 

Notice of  Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 24th July 2018 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
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STAGE 2 BEGINS 

For Stage 2 we have appointed a new architect and builder. 

We are very pleased to have engaged a contracting       

company experienced in heritage work, and with the      

expertise in both solid plastering (for the courtroom walls) 

and joinery (to replicate the original timber ceiling.) 

Our challenge is to retain the heritage features of the 

Courthouse but also to introduce some modern amenities 

and technology. 

The Ted Smith Room will be used as an office and the Sam 

Merrifield Room for storage of the E.H.S. Collection. Much 

consideration is being given to the ‘fit out’ of these rooms. 

In addition, work is needed on the exterior brickwork. 

Many bricks will need to be replaced and there is extensive 

tuck-pointing to be completed. The render on the front 

face of the courthouse will be refurbished. 

Negotiations regarding the possibility of sharing the    

building with Moonee Valley Council continue; meetings 

with MVCC personnel are being held fortnightly. 

We plan (and hope!) that the building works will be     

completed by the end of 2018. 

The funding of the Courthouse Restoration is being provided through 

the Living Heritage Grants Program of the Victorian State       

Government. 

      - Mary Cahill  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Level Crossing Removal Authority has made         

considerable progress over the past couple of months,   

preparing the way for the construction of the trench which 

will enable Buckley Street to pass underneath the railway 

line near the Essendon Railway Station. While there has 

been inconvenience to those using Buckley Street and the 

train services were interrupted for a few days, the final   

result should be positive for all concerned. 

A number of palm trees on both sides of the railway line 

were removed but according to authority personnel that I 

have spoken to will be replaced when the project is      

complete. The gradient of the ramps in Russell Street   

leading to the main subway entrance are being decreased to 

improve access for the elderly and those with disabilities, 

and at this time, the platforms can only be accessed from 

Rose Street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

COURTHOUSE RESTORATION UPDATE 
THE BUCKLEY STREET LEVEL CROSSING 

WANTED 
NEW COMMITTEE   

MEMBERS 

THE ESSENDON HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO JOIN OUR 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, 24th JULY 

At “WINDY HILL FUNCTION CENTRE” 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
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We are very fortunate to have in our collection a box of 

35mm colour slides that were taken by Dorothy King a 

Life Member of the Essendon Historical Society. Dorothy, 

who passed away several years ago, grew up in Mount 

Alexander Road almost opposite the Moonee Ponds Town 

Hall. Her colour slides covered a number of important 

events that occurred at or near the Moonee Ponds      

Junction including a burst water main, the overturning of a  

petrol tanker, the aftermath of a fire in the supper room of 

the Moonee Ponds Town Hall and many others. Through 

her photography we are able to look back upon the     

junction and see how it looked 50 years ago. 

    This photograph, looking west along Aspen Street from 

an elevated position (possibly from the tower of the Town 

Hall), was probably taken in the mid seventies.   

The Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet was built in 1969 on 

the site previously occupied by the Moonee Junction Used 

Car Yard which extended from Aspen Street to Hall Street. 

Aspen Street (formerly known as Brennan (or Brinnand) 

Street was one of the earliest residential streets in Moonee 

Ponds. It was re-named Aspen Street in 1906. 

This sub-division plan dates back to 1857 and is the oldest 

in our collection.       

   

Prior to the car-yard the site was occupied by a hay and 

corn store and later, a wood-yard. 

The Coles New World Supermarket which has a frontage 

to Hall Street, was built in 1970. 

The cream building in the bottom right hand corner (No 

665 Mount Alexander Road) occupied at this time by a 

chiropodist and solicitor, John McNamara, appears to have 

been built in about 1897/98. It was occupied for many 

years by van proprietor and carrier, Ben Dyer. Later Dyer’s 

business was taken over by Jeremiah Doolan. 

Our next slide shows the premises on the west side of  

Mount Alexander Road between Aspen Street and Homer 

Street. Homer Street was originally known as Williams 

Road. Once again the double storey building (No 665) can 

be seen on the left hand side of the picture. To the north 

of this are two halls. These were owned by the Moonee 

Ponds Salvation Army. 

The Salvation Army was established in Moonee Ponds in 

1890 and was first located in Mount Alexander Road, 

north of Taylor Street. In 1900 it was relocated to No 667 

and the building as shown here was built in 1917.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By cropping the photograph above we can see more clearly 

what the MPSA Citadel looked like. 

The building to the right was listed in the S&M Directories 

as a Youth Hall.  

THE CHANGING FACE OF  

THE MOONEE PONDS JUNCTION 
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The “Army” continued to hold its church services from 

the Mount Alexander Road premises for the next 66 years 

until purchasing the former South Essendon Methodist 

Church on the corner of Buckley Street and Mount     

Alexander Road in 1983. The original memorial stone 

above is mounted on a brick base in the church grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were 400 people in attendance at the opening of the 

new citadel on 24th April, 1983. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Moonee Ponds Junction was dominated for many 

years by the eight storey complex on the corner of Hall 

Street and Mount Alexander Road. This building, at the 

time of its construction, was the tallest building in the 

north western suburbs. It was designed by architects James 

H Melville & Associates and constructed by Dillingham 

Constructions Pty Ltd. The site had previously been      

occupied by C. H. Astley & Sons Service Station.       

Earthworks commenced in November 1971 and it was 

completed, at a cost of $1,500,000, on 21st December 

1972. It provided a total of 50,000 sq. ft of office space. 

How things have changed! This building, whilst still large 

in comparison to many around it, is now dwarfed by other 

Moonee Ponds structures, and in particular, the large   

complex in the process of being constructed on the former 

Moonee Ponds Market site.   

This photograph of the building, now the SIA Medical 

Centre, shows how this building looks today. 

The photograph above looks down on the bus terminal 

which is now much busier than it was 40 years ago. The 

old toilet block in the bottom right hand corner has been 

demolished. Below—The Bus Terminus as it is today. 
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The year 2018 marks the 50th Anniversary of three of the 

City of Moonee Valley’s Libraries. 

The Flemington Library’s anniversary was celebrated on 

Saturday, 26th, May, the Sam Merrifield Library has just 

recently marked the occasion on Friday 6th July and the 

Niddrie Library’s 50th will be recognised on Friday, 19th 

October. 

Moves to establish a Municipal Library in Essendon were 

initiated by Dr. Frank Shann, the Head Master of the    

Essendon Grammar School, in 1955, but it took 14 years 

to come to fruition.  

In 1965 the Council was investigating possible sites for the 

library, and three picture theatres—the Moonee Ponds 

Theatre in Puckle Street, the Circle Theatre in Leake Street, 

Essendon, and the New Ascot Theatre in Union Road, 

Ascot Vale, were considered.  

Even before a site had been selected, the Council decided 

to advertise State wide for a suitable candidate to fill the 

position as Librarian, offering an annual salary of £2,300. 

Finally, it was agreed that land in Mount Alexander Road, 

Moonee Ponds, belonging to the St. Thomas’ Anglican 

Church, be purchased. On 7th February 1966 land with a 

frontage of 90 feet to Mount Alexander Road and 179 feet 

to Pascoe Vale Road (31,000 sq. ft) was purchased from 

the Church at a cost of £43,000 ($88,154)  

Local architect, Harry Winbush, of Harry Winbush &    

Associates, was engaged as the architect and tenders were 

called in July 1967. The Tender of $172,598 by R. J. Grills 

Pty Ltd was accepted and work began on 14th August, 

1967.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

Foundation Stone was laid by the Mayor of Essendon,                      

Cr. John Williams on 10th November 1967.    

 

An Essendon Library Committee had been formed well 

before the Library was built and an “Essendon Gazette” 

report discloses that by August 1967 15,000 books of a 

projected 40,000 had been purchased. Stage 1 of the      

Library would occupy 9,700 sq. ft. with the Children’s   

Library (1,300 sq. ft.) on the left and the Reference Library 

(1,300 sq. ft) on the right. The facilities would include the 

provision of 30 study places, a reference section of 2,000 

books and an Adult Lending Library of 2,200 books. 

The City of Essendon Municipal Library was officially 

opened by the Minister for Education, Hon. Lindsay 

Thompson, on 6th July, 1968. 

It was opened to the Public on the following day. 

It was recorded in a later “Essendon Gazette” report that 

in the first three weeks of its operation it attracted 8,523         

borrowers. 

 The Original Library (Photo by Dorothy King) 

 The St. Thomas’ Grammar School Buildings 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sam Merrifield Library Today 

LOCAL LIBRARIES CELEBRATE MILESTONE 
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The 2018 Annual Dinner Meeting was held at the Windy 

Hill Function Centre on Tuesday 26th  June. In spite of the 

fact that it was mid winter, the function was well supported 

and there were 41 members and friends in attendance. 

Terry Scott took charge of the evening’s proceedings and 

introduced President, Bob Chalmers, who extended a    

welcome to all in attendance, and especially to our guests, 

Virginia Noonan and her brother, Bernard Marmion. 

The six round tables were attractively set, and name tags 

and place settings had been designed by Julie Scott. 

After a most enjoyable main course, Bob informed the 

members that due to a mix-up our Guest Speaker had been 

double booked and we were to be joined by Moonee Valley 

Librarian, Meredith Reidy, and a group of thirteen visitors 

who had booked to hear Virginia Noonan speak at the  

Library. 

Secretary, Mary Cahill, gave a brief report to keep members 

up to date on the progress being made with the         

Courthouse Restoration and Recovery. 

The fourteen guests were then welcomed, and Virginia 

Noonan was introduced. Virginia, a distant relative of Dr 

Sam Merrifield, had spent ten years putting together the 

story of the Merrifield family using a collection of          

unpublished letters. She used a Powerpoint presentation to 

introduce us to members of the family.  

Chapter 7 of her book “From Devon to Australia— A 

19th Century Narrative—Through the unpublished letters 

of the Merrifield family” is devoted to OUR Sam, a local 

politician who grew up and was educated at the Moonee 

Ponds West State School and Essendon High School. He 

joined the Moonee Ponds Branch of the Australian Labor 

Party at the age of 18 and in 1943 he became the MLA for 

the Seat of Essendon. In 1945, following a redistribution of 

seats, he was elected unopposed as the Member for 

Moonee Ponds and retained his seat until 1955. He was 

appointed as the Minister for Public Works in the Cain 

Labor Government in 1952. After a break of three years he 

stood for election to the Legislative Council and won the 

Seat of Doutta Galla in 1958. Samuel Merrifield, MLC, was 

the leader of the opposition in the Upper House from 1960 

until his retirement in 1970.  

Sam continued his interest in politics and collected a vast 

amount of material about the Australian Labor Party. He 

was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters by the 

Monash University for his contribution to political life.  

When the Essendon Historical Society was formed in 1970 

he became a Foundation Member and held the office of 

Vice President from 1970-80. He had a keen interest in the 

history of the Essendon District and compiled several of 

the Society’s early publications.  

Much of his research was carried out at the local Municipal 

Library, and after his death in 1982 the library was renamed 

The Sam Merrifield Library in his honour.       

Following Virginia’s interesting talk, E.H.S. Life Member, 

Eve Park, thanked her on behalf of everyone and presented 

her with a sheaf of flowers. 

Sweets were served and following a few more words from 

the President, the night was brought to a close. 

Thanks to Julie and Terry Scott for the work that they put 

in to organising the evening and ensuring that we all had a 

good time..   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eve Park, Virginia Noonan and Bob Chalmers (Emma Thege) 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Bob Mackay, Mary Cahill and Greg Thege (Emma Thege) 

 

 

 

 

 

Zelma Riddell, Judy Maddigan and Irene Maddigan  

talk with Local Member, Danny Pearson (Julie Scott) 

THE E.H.S. ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 
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A group of Travancore residents, while enjoying a chat 
over coffee, became aware that 2018 marks the Centenary 
of the opening up of the Travancore Estate. Several   
members of the group are planning to organize a local 
event on Saturday, 1st December, to commemorate the 
occasion. 

The Estate was originally owned by wealthy businessman, 
Hugh Glass who owned a considerable amount of land in 
the Parish of Doutta Galla. His huge mansion, built      
between 1856 and 1862, was surrounded by 25 acres of 
gardens, orchards and plantations and was known, during 
the time that he owned the land as “Flemington House”. 
Hugh Glass died in 1871 and the Flemington property was 
taken up by other members of the family.  

On 25th May 1905, a portion of land, measuring 2 acres 2 
roods 27 perches with a frontage of 400 feet to Mount 
Alexander Road, was purchased by Louis Waxman on   
behalf of A. E. Morgans, the contractor engaged to       
establish an electric tramway in the district. On that same 
day, the foundation stone for the Powerhouse to supply 
power for the trams that were to later operate for the 
North Melbourne Electric Tramway and Lighting       
Company (now the Essendon Tram Depot), was laid. 

In 1907 Henry Madden, who had been leasing Glass’s land, 
purchased 57 acres of  the estate. Madden, who operated 
as an Indian horse trader, had changed the name of the 
property to Travancore after a place in South India near 
Madras. Other portions of land adjoining were added to 
the original purchase, and by October 1914, the estate   
occupied an area of just under 95 acres. 

This land was subdivided into 133 villa lots and advertised 
for sale as the Travancore Estate (Lodged Plan LP7400). 

The subdivision, on the east side of Mount Alexander 
Road, saw the formation of the following streets—
Cashmere, Mangalore, Madura, Lucknow, Baroda, and 
Mooltan—all named after places in India with whom   
Madden had traded. 

The first Land Sale took place on 20th December, 1918.   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magnificent Travancore House—demolished in the 1940s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Original Gates to Flemington House 
(Mount Alexander Road, Flemington) 

A second subdivision was advertised for sale as the       
Travancore Golf Links Estate in 1926., the first sale taking 
place on 6th October. This comprised 93 lots mainly on 
Mooltan Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAVANCORE CENTENARY APPROACHES 

If you are interested in joining with the local      

community in Celebrations being planned for 

              Saturday, 1st December, 2018 

Please contact  

Helene McNamara 

Ph:  0412 955134 

email:  hmcnamara@ozemail.com.au 
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Local citizens shopping in the Moonee Ponds precinct are 

very much aware of the activity that has been going on in 

Hall Street and Homer Street. The large Caydon project 

involving the construction of four towers (the highest of 

which will be 30 storeys) has been dominating the area 

now for several years and the giant structures are at an  

advanced stage. 

This large site behind the Puckle Street shopping complex 

has had quite a chequered history. 

THE MOONEE PONDS MARKET 

In 1972 Robar Nominees acquired a large portion of land 

in Moonee Ponds between Hall Street and Homer Street 

and built the Moonee Ponds Market, similar in design to 

the popular Coburg Market. Many old homes in Aspen 

Street (the earliest residential street in Moonee Ponds) and 

Homer Street were acquired and demolished to make way 

for the new shopping complex which was officially       

declared open on 17th December, 1975 on what was the 

hottest day of the year. 

On 14th March 1979 a new street was created. This was 

named Everage Street to honour famous “Moonee Ponds 

Housewife” Dame Edna Everage. Ironically, the good lady 

never resided in the district, but certainly put the suburb of 

Moonee Ponds on the map. 

The Moonee Ponds Market c1980 (photograph: Dorothy King) 

The new Market proved to be very popular, and in 1980 a 

$3 million extension was opened up to mark its fifth      

anniversary. 

However, ten years later things had changed dramatically. 

The shopping complex was competing against other larger 

concerns such as Highpoint West (opened on the old 

Maribyrnong quarry site in Rosamond Road three months 

before the Moonee Ponds Market began operating) and  

Westfield Shopping Town (Airport West) and business fell 

away. The partnership operating the market was dissolved 

in 1991 and it was announced that the Moonee Ponds  

Market was up for sale.  

The Moonee Ponds Market (photograph: Dorothy King) 

In July 1991 the Market, occupying eight acres (3.2       

hectares) and comprising 250 stalls, 100 tenancies and 

parking space for 100 cars, was sold to the Sussan        

Corporation for $9.25 million. In May 1994 it was up for 

sale again and on 6th March 1995 it was purchased by   

developer, Adamco Pty Ltd for $10.5 million. Two years 

later U.S. Cinema Chain, Reading Pty Ltd purchased the 

complex for $13 million with the intention of bulldozing 

the market to make way for a large cinema complex.  

In spite of a petition containing the names of 1300 local 

residents opposed to any moves to close the Moonee 

Ponds Market, it ceased to operate from 28th June 1997.  

The Cinema Complex never eventuated, and the valuable 

land, now cleared of all buildings, lay dormant for about 18 

years, serving only as car-park until recent times. 

In about 2015 the Moonee Ponds “wilderness” was taken 

up by Caydon Constructions who, in spite of concerns 

from local residents and contrary to the height limits 

placed on it by the Moonee Valley Council, won an appeal 

to allow it to build a massive complex on the site. It will 

comprise four towers, the largest being 30 storeys, and 

when completed will become the tallest building on this 

side of town. The complex will be known as Mason Square 

THE MOONEE PONDS MARKET 

WHAT A SITE IT IS!!!! 
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Local writer, Meg McNena, has written a WWI play that 

focuses on our local Military Hero, General Pompey     

Elliott. To quote from Meg’s email this play, entitled Mud 

and Blood is “about the bravery and sacrifices of World 

War I soldiers who served under legendary Australian  

commander, General Pompey Elliott. ... Elliott led the  

Essendon Rifles and took most of them with him to WWI. 

The play powerfully captures in battle and at home the 

courage of Australian men and women. How Elliott and a 

soldier’s mother deal with his vow ‘to look after his boys’ 

in war drives the drama. 

A brilliant cast and skilled production team are under the 

powerful direction of Alice Bishop who has been       

nominated for a Green Room Award for best director. 

It is fitting that the play will be staged at the Clocktower 

Centre (formerly the old Essendon Town Hall from where 

Pompey’s battalion was farewelled to WWI). 

WHEN:  Friday, 31st August, 2018  

   at 12.00 (noon) and 8.00 pm 

BOOKINGS:  at Clocktowercentre  Ph: 9243  9191   

 

One of Essendon’s “standout” residences has been          

undergoing considerable alterations over the past twelve 

months. “Napperby”, originally known as “Ellimatta” on the 

corner of Lincoln Road and Miller Street, built c1885 for 

agricultural journalist, Thomas Dow, is about to double in 

size with an extension being added on the northern side.  

This impressive double storey mansion is one that many local 

residents ask us about. It was, for a short period in the late 

1890s, owned by the Presbyterian Church and served as a 

manse for Rev. Alexander Stewart, the Minister of the St. 

Johns Presbyterian Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Napperby” under Renovation (July 2018) - Photo Bob Chalmers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Lauriston” - 37 Lincoln Road (c1877) opposite  Napperby 

(Renovation work now complete) 

WORLD WAR I PLAY AT “CLOCKTOWER” 

DRASTIC ALTERATIONS TO OLD RESIDENCE 



Page 12 

                      Essendon Historical Society Newsletter—Issue No. 246   June—July 2018 

E.H.S. Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Mary Cahill  Ph: 9370 7296 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

COMING MEETINGS 

TUESDAY, 24th JULY, 2018 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

and 

ELECTION OF  

OFFICE BEARERS and 

COMMITTEE 

for 2018—19 

at 

“Windy Hill Function Centre” 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

 

TUESDAY, 28th AUGUST, 2018 

At 

“Windy Hill Function Centre” 

Commencing At 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Bill Laker 

Former President  

of the Keilor East R.S.L. 

TOPIC: 

“The R.S.L. In the Community” 

 

TUESDAY, 25th SEPTEMBER  2018 

At 

“Windy Hill Function Centre” 

GUEST SPEAKER—T.B.A. 

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the        

Hi-Marque Room at “Windy Hill    

Receptions”, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further  notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  E.H.S. 

Newsletter is 10th August, 2018.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        E.H.S. Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (E.H.S.) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The E.H.S. Newsletter, produced 

five times each year, is an important 

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2018 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

A common sight in the City of 

Moonee Valley—Large Double Bs 

wait at the lights at the intersection of 

Union and Maribyrnong Roads,    

Ascot Vale. 

Giant cranes dominate the suburban 

skyline (construction of Mason Square 

by Caydon Constructions —July 2018) 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The EHS Committee reserves 

the right to determine the    

content and circulation of its 

Newsletter. 

The EHS Committee has agreed 

that copies of the EHS        

Newsletter from previous years 

may eventually be published on 

the Essendon Historical Society 

website. 

The editor of the EHS Newsletter 

will at all times ensure that the 

material which is presented for 

publication is credited to the   

author, and that major changes 

will not be made to the material 

without the permission of the 

author. 

Contributors who submit articles 

do so on the understanding of the  

terms stated above. 


