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A Happy New Year to all Members, 

I hope that you all had an enjoyable break over Christmas/

New Year and you are looking forward to 2018. This, like 

the year just past, will present many challenges for the   

Essendon Historical Society as we move into Stage 2 of the 

Courthouse Restoration. The restoration of the interior of 

the Courtroom will take twelve months to complete and 

we anticipate that we will be able to move back into our 

headquarters in early 2019, but in the meantime there will 

be many important decisions that will need to be made as 

to how we will operate in the future. Our Secretary, Mary, 

has outlined these in several reports on the following 

pages. 

We finished the year with a most enjoyable Christmas 

function held at the Gannawarra Centre on December 14th 

with 39 members in attendance. The highlight of this 

happy evening was the presentation of Life Membership to 

Marilyn Kenny for her wonderful contribution to the EHS. 

Congratulations Marilyn, and thank you for your valuable 

service over many years. Thank you also to Julie and Terry 

Scott for organising the dinner for us.     

I greatly appreciate the support of the members who     

assisted me in holding two Street Stalls in Puckle Street in 

mid December. We raised a total of $1,303 from the sale of 

our publications and also gained three new members as a 

result of the exercise. 

Moonee Valley Librarian, Julia Marshall, and I, submitted 

an application for Museum Australia’s “Roving Curator 

Program” for 2018 and we learnt late in the year that this 

had been successful. Michelle Summerton and I will be 

working with Julia and other Library Staff members to  

develop skills in designing and setting up displays which 

will prove to be of great value to both us and the MV    

Libraries. Thank you Julia for the work you put in to the 

application.  

Elaine Brogan, John Hills, Judy Maddigan and I continue 

to represent the EHS on the Anzac Centenary Committee 

which will now be focussing on the celebration of the    

Centenary of the end of the Great War. The Committee 

has coordinated many activities in relation to WWI over 

the past three years using Commonwealth Funds and 

Council Support. 

We were very grateful to be the recipients of a donation of 

$3000 from the Rotary Club of Essendon North through 

the Australia Day Breakfast, and will benefit further 

through an OnLine Footy Tipping Competition being  

conducted by them. Thank you to the Rotary Club for 

making us the beneficiary of your activities.   

The Moonee Valley Festival will be held at Queens Park on 

Sunday, February 25th (10 am to 5 pm). We are setting up 

a stall and would like to see many of you on that day.   

Our first meeting for 2018 will be held at “Windy Hill” on 

Tuesday, February 27th and will take the form of a “Show 

and Tell” Night. Members are asked to bring along an item 

of interest that they would like to share with others. There 

will also be some short video clips screened. Come along at 

6.00 pm and share some time with us at the Bistro before 

the meeting. I look forward to seeing you there. 

       Bob Chalmers 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Street Stall in Puckle Street  photo: Emma Thege 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

TOUR OF C.S.L. SITE (PARKVILLE) 

In 2017, CSL (formerly the Commonwealth Serum 

Laboratories) celebrated 100 years of operation at its 

campus in Poplar Road, Parkville. CSL has           

manufactured pharmaceutical products such as       

vaccines (eg for smallpox, Spanish flu) and penicillin. 

Its history is inextricably linked to the story of       

Australian public health over the last century. 

To celebrate the history, CSL has installed eight    

signboards around its site. CSL has invited EHS  

members to visit to receive a presentation from the 

CSL archivist and a tour of the site to view the historic 

markers. 

This is a one off opportunity as the site is not open to 

the public. 

Date: Friday, March 10th 

Time:  10—12 am 

Numbers are limited 

Please email mpcahill@bigpond.com ASAP if you 

wish to attend. Please give name(s), phone. 

Any queries, ring Mary Cahill (9370 7296)   
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

Rotary Club of  Essendon North  

Australia Day Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 
 

 

In the last Newsletter I gave notice that there would be consultation at the November General Meeting about future 

plans for the Courthouse following the Restoration. At the meeting there was briefing of the members followed by   

discussion and then the completion of a Survey which sought the members’ views on proposals from the EHS       

Committee. The results are as follows 

That the EHS Committee undertakes discussions in 2018 regarding the possibility of sharing the use of the Courthouse with an external 

organisation following the completion of the restoration works. The sharing would be to address the challenges of caring for the building,    

insurance costs and improved use of the building. 

How do you feel about the above statement? 

 

 

 

Note: The response of one non-member who voted “strongly agree” is not included 

If sharing of the Courthouse is to occur, the EHS Committee is suggesting that negotiations commence in 2018, and in the first instance, be 

with the Moonee Valley City Council. 

How do you feel about the above statement? 

 

 

 

Given the very strong support for the idea of sharing the use of the courthouse with an external organisation, a         

preliminary meeting has been held with the MVCC. It is envisaged that there will be a series of consultation meetings to 

see if agreement about sharing the courthouse between EHS and MVCC can be reached. 

Thank you to those members who attended the meeting and participated in the consultation. I shall keep you posted. 

POST RESTORATION PLANNING     by   Mary Cahill 

Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Not  

sure 

Agree Strongly  

agree 

TOTAL 

1 1 - 18 13 33 

Strongly Disagree Not Agree Strongly No TOTAL 

- - 3 14 15 1 33 
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I’m pleased to report that there is now a roof on the   

Courthouse. We have received many favourable comments 

about the roof which is covered with Welsh slate which 

was reclaimed from a site in North Melbourne. Five new 

flues were manufactured and are in place. The upper level 

windows with opaque glass (to diffuse the light) have been 

installed—these replicate the original ones. It took four 

men to lift the large western window into place. 

Fraser Brown, architect, has been working on the scoping 

works for Stage 2. Most of the courtroom ceiling will need 

to be replaced since the fire burnt from above and below 

the timber structure, causing irreparable damage. We     

believe that only two original ceiling “bays” can be        

retained. Unfortunately the original kauri timber is almost 

impossible to source these days, so an alternative will need 

to be found (Note: do not confuse kauri with karri!)      

Fortunately many of the original decorative charred ceiling 

beams which are made of Oregon, can be scraped and   

retained or replaced. 

There will be major works in the courtroom interior. The 

solid plaster and mouldings will need to be repaired or  

replaced. The eight ventilation Tobin tubes will be retained 

but the lights and transformers in the corners will not be 

replaced. 

In the fire, the Magistrate’s Bench and platform were   

completely destroyed. The current thinking is that we 

won’t try to replace them, since we can’t re-create the   

original courtroom, and even before the fire, the court-

room configuration was very different to the original       

set-up. Salvaged furniture such as the witness box will be 

returned to the Courthouse. 

For heating in the courtroom, radiant panels above head 

height on the walls seem to offer the best solution. Cooling 

of the Courthouse is difficult without gas, hence cooling 

may be installed only in the kitchen and Ted Smith Room. 

Plans for a renovated kitchen include new cupboards, sink, 

hot water system etc. There will be space for a refrigerator 

in the kitchen, as distinct from the previous unsatisfactory 

location in the vestibule which will be used for storage. 

The funding of the Courthouse Restoration is being      

provided through the Living Heritage Grants Program of 

the Victorian State Government. The architect believes 

that Stage 2 (internal and external) can be completed by the 

end of 2018—we look forward to this. If you have any 

questions regarding the Restoration project, please see me. 

       Mary Cahill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Photos by Bob Chalmers 

RESTORATION WORKS 
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A name familiar to the members of the Essendon         

Historical Society is that of Dr Samuel (Sam) Merrifield 

one of the founding members of the Society. But for many 

readers, little may be known about his ancestral back-

ground.  

The history of Sam’s ancestors, the lives they lived and 

the political and social issues of the time, is in a new book 

entitled: 

From Devon to Australia:  

   A 19th Century Narrative 

Through the unpublished letters of the Merrifield 

family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was Sam’s foresight that helped this book  become a 

reality. He collected and preserved a range of family    

documents, especially a large quantity of letters written  

between 1856 and 1911, which were sent to his grand   

father Samuel, mainly from his great grandfather William 

and his grandfather's brother John. These letters are central 

to the narrative in the book. 

The Merrifield family, dating back to about 1703 (the 

earliest to which records have been available to date),    

consistently handed down the same family given names to 

the sons, e.g. Samuel, William and John.   Due to this     

repeated usage of names, the following mini-family tree 

will hopefully help the reader keep track of the people   

discussed in the following article.  

 

FAMILY TREE 

Sam, true to form, followed in the footsteps of a long-line of 

social activists.  

The great grandparents of Sam were William Merrifield 

and Ann (nee Sargent); the couple had six children. William 

was a teacher, librarian, amateur photographer, engraver and 

a very learned man. 

Sam’s grandfather, also named Samuel, was born in 

Devon, England. He was a spirited young man who was keen 

for adventure. He was spurred on by reports about the     

discovery of gold in Australia as well as by a book, The     

Gold-finders of Australia, which his father  William had        

purchased in 1853.  

His grandfather sailed out of Plymouth harbour in April 

1854 at the age of 21, and arrived in Melbourne in July 1854. 

He stayed only a short time in Melbourne to purchase      

supplies before heading out to the Ballarat goldfields with 

thousands of other fortune seekers.  He obtained his Miner’s 

Rights licence on 8 November 1854, four weeks before the 

Eureka Rebellion. From his grandson’s memoirs, Samuel was 

keen to be part of the action that occurred on that fateful day 

of  3 December 1854. Samuel spent about six years in the 

central Victorian goldfields. The only surviving letters written 

by him to his family cover the period when he roamed the 

Victorian country. 

At the start of the 1860s Samuel married Ellen McNamara; 

the couple had 11 children. The family lived in Clunes for 

over 20 years. In his youth in Tavistock, he trained to be a 

carpenter and applied these skills in Clunes where he       

constructed a number of the local shops. He was also a 

member of the local council, fought for an eight-hour day for 

the Clunes builders and joiners, and won prizes for his      

architectural drawings. In 1874, Samuel and his family moved 

to Melbourne where he found work at the  Victorian       

Railways. He continued his fight for the rights of workers, 

participated in political events and became a prominent 

member of the Ascot Vale community.  

DR SAM MERRIFIELD 

by Virginia Noonan 
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           SAMUEL MERRIFIELD TAKEN 1880 

 

Sam’s grand uncle John, along with the rest of the        

Merrifield family, did not leave England. John has been 

described as a Polymath. He was the first Principal of the 

Plymouth Navigational School, wrote many books on  

navigation, and was awarded a Ph.D. for his changes to the 

artificial horizon for use at sea. John, like his brother   

Samuel, was an agitator for social and political reform.    

He fought to have the Plymouth Library accessible to   

everyone, and to stop the compulsory teaching of the Bible 

in schools, a cause that he took right up to the Education          

Department in London. The two brothers were very keen 

mathematicians and corresponded for over 30 years,    

pondering over mathematical formulas, politics and      

religion. 

Sam’s parents were William Merrifield and Sarah (nee 

Semmens); the couple had three children. William and his 

brother Sam, together with their father, established a house 

building business in Ascot Vale. The two brothers, along 

with their father Samuel, joined the Victorian branch of the 

Australian Labor Party (ALP) in 1903. The two brothers 

held key positions in the local branch of the ALP.  

Sam’s father’s brother Sam married Mary Ann (nee 

Semmens), sister to Sarah Semmens; the couple had four 

children. Many readers may know of Mary Ann. In 1928 

she became the first woman magistrate appointed to your 

local court. A plaque to her memory appears in the foyer 

of the Essendon Historical Society’s rooms at the old    

Essendon Court House. 

 

  SAMUEL MERRIFIELD AND MARY ANN 

 

Now to the Dr Sam Merrifield of whom you know. He 

married Margaret Lillian (nee Smith); the couple had no 

children. At the age of 12, he participated in political     

agitation by handing out anti-conscription flyers, his      

political acumen was well and truly cemented. He obtained 

his Surveyor’s Certificate in 1926 and worked mainly for 

the Tramway Board and the Federal Aid Roads scheme.  

During the Depression, Sam found himself out of 

work, so he invested his meagre savings in a small farm 

and sold chooks and eggs for survival. Spurred on by the 

injustices faced by many during the Depression and WWII, 

he stood for election and won the ALP’s Victorian        

Legislative Assembly seat for  Essendon in 1943. Sam    

represented the people of Victoria for over 24 years.    

During Sam’s political career, the Lowe Royal Commission 

on Communism questioned his association with the    

communist party. Nothing was proved. 

Sam was not only an enthusiastic collector of family 

documentation but also of historical material relating to the 

Australian Labor Movement. In 1972, Monash University 

awarded him an Honorary Doctorate of Letters on the  

basis of his contribution to the political life of Victoria, and 

his collection of publications and documentation relating 

to the history of the Australian Labor Movement.          

The collection is now housed in the State Library of      

Victoria. 
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WILLIAM MERRIFIELD AND HIS SON 

SAMUEL  (POLITICIAN) 

The above provides a snippet of information about the 

lives of the Merrifield family. To read more about Sam and 

his ancestors, the book can be purchased from the author 

Virginia Noonan (nee Marmion), the great-great grand-

daughter of the gold miner Sam Merrifield who came to 

Australia in 1854.  

 

The price of the book is $40 plus postage.  

 

Virginia can be contacted via email:  

a19thcenturynarrative@gmail.com  

 

Editor’s Note 

Virginia has accepted an invitation to attend an EHS  

Meeting later in the year to talk to us about her relative, 

Dr. Sam Merrifield 

 

 

A highlight of our Christmas Break-up on December 12   

was the presentation of a Life Membership Medallion and      

Certificate to Marilyn Kenny by Mary Cahill and Bob 

Chalmers for her contribution to the Essendon Historical 

Society over many years. 

Marilyn joined the E.H.S. in 1995. In her 22 years of        

involvement she has supported the Society in many ways. 

She is meticulous in her research and has spent many hours       

preparing material on topics of local interest and has        

produced many articles for the Newsletter/Journal. She has 

represented us on numerous occasions as a Guest Speaker 

and assisted us at various Street Stalls, U3A Programs,     

Festivals and other functions in which we have been        

involved.   

Of course, one of Marilyn’s greatest contributions was to 

organise the Annual Fire-side Readings which were          

conducted in the Courtroom from 1998 to 2015, which were 

enjoyed by many. She is a most worthy recipient of the    

prestigious award. Congratulations Marilyn. 

The lovely Certificate was designed by Julie Scott. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “Australia Day Breakfast” was held at the Moonee    

Valley Legends Room of the Moonee Valley Racecourse on 

Friday, 26th January. It was hosted this year by a committee 

of the  Rotary Club of Essendon North, comprising Grant 

Maggs, Barry Coleman and David Mott, assisted by Rod 

Gurry. Alan Murphy officiated as the emcee and conducted 

the proceedings. There were about 150 people in attendance. 

The Guest Speaker was Lynn Berry who was one of the   

initiators of the project of “5000 Poppies”   

I, as President of the EHS, was very grateful to be presented 

with a cheque for $3000 by the President of the Rotary Club 

of Essendon North, Mr. Peter Sturrock, as a donation to the 

Courthouse Restoration Fund. It was gratifying to see the 

event supported by so many of our members on very short 

notice.  

We learnt at the conclusion of the Breakfast, that Alan    

Murphy has been named in the Australia Day Honours List 

and will later be awarded a n A.M. (Australia Medal).       

Congratulations on receiving this great honour, Alan. 

Photos: Julie Scott (left) 

 &Bob Chalmers 

OUR NEW LIFE MEMBER AUSTRALIA DAY BREAKFAST 

mailto:a19thcenturynarrative@gmail.com
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OUR GIANT NEIGHBOUR—THE GASHOLDER IN MORELAND ROAD, PASCOE VALE SOUTH 

 

by Peter Willoughby 

Do you remember those massive, skyline dominating,      
cylindrical gasholders, the ones usually incorrectly called 
gasometers, that were once dotted around the suburbs of 
Melbourne? 

From the commencement of Melbourne’s manufactured gas 
era in 1856 until its close in 1970 these huge containers, 
somewhat resembling a gas engineer’s version of a supersized 
snare drum or decorated cake within their encircling network 
of metal stanchions and bracings, played an essential role in 
maintaining a reliable, constant flow of gas in the             
metropolitan distribution mains reticulation system. 

They functioned as district gas reservoirs by storing large 
volumes of gas piped into them from a usually distant      
gasworks during times of low local demand to feed into the 
mains when demand rose. About 30 were erected at around 
20 locations in greater Melbourne. 

While none of these metal colossi were ever built in the   
former City of Essendon or the present City of Moonee   
Valley, for half a century one stood adjacent to the municipal 
boundary on the eastern bank of the Moonee Ponds Creek in 
Moreland Road, Pascoe Vale South in the City of Coburg, 
now in the City of Moreland. 

Capable of holding 85,000 cubic metres of gas, this 45 metres 
high, 60 metres diameter container that may well be the   
largest freestanding, commercial, steel structure ever built in 
the creek valley north of Macaulay Road, Kensington was 
indeed, a giant neighbour. 

Early in 1924, the privately owned Metropolitan Gas     
Company, who were the gas distributors for the northern 
and north western suburbs, announced that in order to    
increase gas capacity to Brunswick, Coburg and Essendon 
and prepare for anticipated service expansion in the yet to be 
developed areas of Pascoe Vale, Glenroy, Oak Park and 
those to the north and west of Essendon by erecting a large 
capacity gasholder on Company owned land in Moreland 
Road. 

Although it was to be located in Coburg, the Gas Company 

called it the Essendon Outstation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

          Site Plan 1926      PROV VPRS 13141/P5, Unit 43 

 At that time the generally flat valley lands east of the creek in 
the vicinity of the proposed gasholder, like those in the 
neighbouring  south of Moreland Road, City of Brunswick, 
contained few houses and were used mainly for agricultural 
and horticultural purposes. On the Essendon side of the 
creek the gently sloping land to the waterway was             
experiencing a growth in residential construction. 

The Coburg City Council were mightily displeased with the 
Gas Company proposal of erecting this immense piece of 
commercial infrastructure in an area not zoned for that    
purpose and with the support of the Brunswick and         
Essendon Councils appealed against the site chosen.      
Their appeal was lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wherever possible gasholders were placed in valleys or the 
lowest possible location in a gas distribution area to take  
advantage of the less dense than air property of the gas to 
rise of its own accord into the more elevated surrounding 
reticulation pipelines thereby reducing or eliminating the  
expense of installing and operating gas pumping equipment. 
This is opposite to water storage reservoirs which are placed 
in elevated situations so that the effect of gravity will assist 
the flow of the more dense than air water to lower level   
distribution points. 

OBJECTION TO GASOMETER 

Essendon and Coburg Opposition 

Residents of Essendon, Brunswick and Coburg, in 
the vicinity of Moreland road are much perturbed 
regarding the proposal of the Gas Company to 
erect a gas holder in that neighbourhood. At 
present this area is a residential one, and numer-
ous modern villas have been erected some at a 

cost of £1500, but if the gasometer is constructed 
the value of these villas instead of increasing, will 
depreciate. The Coburg council contends that the 
company has flouted one of its regulations, and in 
a letter to the Essendon council at its meeting on 
Monday night sought its assistance on the matter.  
A deputation was being formed to wait on the 
Public Works department. 

Cr. Mitchell said he thought Essendon should be 
represented on the deputation. A gasholder would 
be most unsightly in that area. 

Cr. Goldsworthy expressed the opinion that the 
erection of a gasometer in such a locality would be 
a crime. 

It was decided to forward a letter to Coburg stat-
ing that Essendon shared its views and would co-
operate in the matter. 

Cr. Showers said the proposal concerned Essen-
don as much as Coburg. He understood Bruns-
wick was supporting Coburg, and if the latter had 
to bear any cost he thought Essendon should 
stand in with that council and Brunswick and 
share the burden. He moved to that effect. 

The motion was carried. 

Age 2 April 1924 
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Apparently it did not concern the Gas Company that the 
targets and butts of the Commonwealth Ladies Rifle Club 
rifle range in Pascoe Vale Road, Essendon, where shooting 
was from west to east, were in line with the gas holder and 
associated governor house. Although the range was used  
infrequently, if one of the small calibre, low velocity projec-
tiles used did happen to ricochet off the butts it would not 
have had the mass or energy to penetrate or damage the thick 
steel plates of the holder or the brick walls of the governor 
house, though it may have been a tad disconcerting for any 
workmen in the yard to have one zip around their ears. 

Repeated requests to the Gas Company by local construction 
companies and a call by the Iron Workers Council represent-
ing metal trades workers for the construction contract to be 

awarded to local or Australian companies employing a local 
workforce were in vain. The contract went to the British firm 
of Ashmore, Benson, Pease and Co of Stockton on Tees 
who employed many of their British tradesmen in the      
construction team to erect the holder in the manner of a  
giant Meccano set with prefabricated metal components 
manufactured in English factories. Australian hardwoods 
were used for the complex internal timber framework      
supporting the domed crown of the container. 

Construction commenced in mid-1925 and in January 1927 
the Gas Company announced that the gasholder had been 
completed, tested and handed over by the contractors. 

It was a three lift, column guided, riveted steel plate gas-
holder consisting of three circular rings fitted inside one   
another like a set of canisters with the outer two having   
neither tops nor bottoms floating in a concrete based, 10 
metres deep, steel sided tank containing 32,500,000 litres of 
water. The exterior surfaces required the application of 1,200 
litres of paint per coat. 

The gas holding container was a dynamic vessel capable of 
moving in a vertical direction. As gas was pumped into the 
holder the domed inner section rose first and as the lifting 
sections engaged in order from inner to outer all three would 
telescope upwards guided by wheeled carriages running in 
the 24 perimeter columns until the upper travel limit was 
reached. The height of the continually ascending and        
descending roof crown was determined by the volume of gas 
in the container: the greater the volume of gas held, the 

higher the crown. The water provided an elastic gas leak  
preventing seal between the movable sections. 

This was not a gas manufacturing site. The gas received and 
distributed from here was piped in from the Gas Company’s 
black coal gasification works at West Melbourne via their 
North Melbourne Outstation in Macaulay Road, North   
Melbourne. The gas was derived from Newcastle, New South 
Wales black coal until the 1950s and 1960s when in stages it 
was blended with increasing amounts of gas from local oil 
refinery products and brown coal gas from the Lurgi plant at 
Morwell in the Latrobe Valley until by 1966 it constituted 
about 10 per cent of gas production. The quantities and  
pressures of gas entering and leaving the holder were     
monitored and regulated by equipment in the governor 
house. 

Going Up.   7 December 1925                  PROV VPRS 13141/P1, Unit 34 
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The State owned Gas and Fuel Corporation of Victoria was 
incorporated by an Act of Parliament in 1950 and com-
menced operations in 1951 acquiring the assets of the Metro-
politan Gas Company in the process. The Corporation sold a 
portion of the creek frontage land at the rear of the property 
to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works and  
developed the remainder as a district centre complex of 
workshops, stores, pipeline laying and maintenance section, 
vehicle servicing garage and administration offices. 

Still firmly entrenched in Coburg it was then renamed as the 
Essendon Depot. 

When Bass Strait sourced natural gas came on stream in 1969 

bringing with it new technologies and pipeline materials   
capable of self-storing large quantities of gas at high pressure 
the cities gasholders were rendered obsolete. Being of no 
further use they were decommissioned, purged of residual 
gas and made ready for demolition. 

The reign of our giant neighbour as ‘King of the Valley’, 
whose crown rose and fell in accord with the gas             
consumption of his subjects, ended in 1979 when the      
towering steelwork was dismantled and removed from the 
concrete tank base. The expanse of the base was then used as 
a vehicle and equipment park until 1990 when the major 
functions of the Depot were transferred to Ardeer and post 
1993 it too was broken up and trucked away. 

 

           Gasholder and Governor House.                                 Metropolitan Gas Company Jubilee: 1878-1928 
           Looking east from Essendon. 

Footnotes. 

To be technically correct a gasometer, note ‘meter’, is an apparatus or instrument to measure volumes of gas. However, for 
me a gasometer will always be a gasometer. 

Imperial units have been converted to metric units and rounded. 

The approximate centre of the gasholder is now the front lawn of 5 Acacia Grove, Pascoe Vale South. 

The riveted steel plate method of construction employed in this gasholder was regarded as outdated by local gas engineers. 
By 1924 Metropolitan Gas Company engineers and technicians had taken a world leading role in using and perfecting    
electric arc welding to construct these huge vessels at less cost and quicker build time than the riveting method. 
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         Coming down. View to north from Moreland Road                          PROV, VPRS 13141/P4, Unit 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Metrogram  August 1936 
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E.H.S. Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Mary Cahill  Ph: 9370 7296 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27th  

At Windy Hill Function Centre 

cnr Napier & Brewster Streets 

Essendon 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

MEMBERS’ NIGHT 

(Show and Tell Evening) 

“Bring Along a Treasure” 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27th 

At Windy Hill Function Centre 

cnr Napier & Brewster Streets 

Essendon 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER 

Eric Panther 

“DOWN MEMORY LANE” 

(A night of Nostalgia) 

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the        

Hi-Marque Room at “Windy Hill    

Receptions”, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further  notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  E.H.S. 

Newsletter is March 23rd , 2018.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        E.H.S. Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (E.H.S.) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The E.H.S. Newsletter, produced 

five times each year, is an important 

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2018 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

 

 

We would like to extend a warm     

welcome to the following new     

members 

Bill & Frances Mundy 

(Ascot Vale) 

Margaret Armstrong 

(Moonee Ponds) 

Bruce Gardner 

(Ascot Vale) 

We look forward to meeting up with 

you at our Meetings and other        

activities. 

Congratulations to the following mem-

bers who won Hampers at our Christ-

mas Break-up 

1st Prize: Ian Sach 

2nd Prize: Richard Moss 

3rd Prize: Diane Campbell 

4th Prize: Sherryl Jones-Collins 

5th Prize John Short 

6th Prize Irene Maddigan 

7th Prize: Marilyn Kenny 

Door Prizes were won by 

Irene Maddigan and 

Doreen Morgan 

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

NEW MEMBERS CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
Join us at the 

MOONEE VALLEY  

FESTIVAL 

at 

QUEENS PARK 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 

from 10 am to 5 pm 

BRITFEST—Saturday, APRIL 21st, 2018 

We will be participating in BRITFEST—a function being conducted by the 

British Australian Community and English Speaking Union—to be held at 

the MOONEE PONDS BOWLS CLUB on the above date. 

HERITAGE WALK—Sunday, APRIL 22nd, 2018 (OLD ESSENDON) 

Bob Chalmers will be leading a walk around the old part of Essendon near 

the Essendon Recreation Reserve. We will meet at the St. Johns Uniting 

Church Car Park at 2.00 pm. PRICE: $10-00 per head  


