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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

2019-2020 
It gives me great pleasure as President of the Essendon Historical Society Inc. to 
present my report for the July 2019-June 2020 Year – our 49th year of operation. 

This year, which commenced in July 2019 with such bright prospects, ended in an 
unprecedented lock-down. It has certainly been a challenge for us all.  However, in 
spite of this, we have been determined to keep the Society going via the internet. 

THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 

The Annual General Meeting was held at “Windy Hill” on Tuesday, 24 July, 2019, 
and the following members were elected to the Committee for the 2019-2020 year. 

 

PRESIDENT: Bob Chalmers  VICE-PRESIDENT: Kelsey Collins 
SECRETARY: Rosalie Coutts  TREASURER:  Terry Scott 
COMMITTEE: Elaine Brogan (OAM);  Bill Mundy;  Lyndall Byrne;  Greg Thege 

 

After serving EHS as Secretary for the past 11 years, Mary Cahill stepped away from 
the position to devote more time to her role as Restoration Manager. We were very 
grateful that Rosalie Coutts was willing to stand for election to this important office.  
I also was very pleased to welcome our other two new Committee Members,         
Bill Mundy and Lyndall Byrne and to have the continued support of those members 
who stood for re-election. 

At the first meeting of the Committee following the AGM, Mary Cahill was co-opted 
back on to the Committee to enable her to keep members informed on work being 
undertaken in the restoration of the Court House. 

Following Rosalie Coutts resignation as Secretary in January, Mary Cahill was 
appointed as Acting Secretary until someone could be found to fill the vacancy. It 
was with great pleasure that I was able to report that Hayden Williams, after being 
approached, agreed to step in and take on the role of Secretary in April.  

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
At the Annual General Meeting the valued service of Terry Scott was recognised by 
making him a Life Member of the Essendon Historical Society. Terry had completed 
6½ years as Treasurer and had given his support to the Society in many other areas 
since joining EHS Committee in 2013. Congratulations Terry and thank you for your 
tireless service. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Membership of EHS has remained strong and there were 22 family 
memberships, 117 single memberships and 12 Life Members recorded – a total 
Membership of 173.  
The Membership Fees remained the same as for the previous year: - Single $30.00, 
Family $50.00 and Student $20.00. During the past year we were saddened by the 
loss through death of Joan Sach (August 2019) and Eric Glassenbury (October 2019).  



GENERAL MEETINGS 
The first two General Meetings of the 2019-2020 year (August and September) were 
held at “Windy Hill” before our return to the Court House Museum in October. It had 
been decided early in the year that there would be no December Dinner Meeting in 
2019 so Christmas was celebrated in November at the Court House.  

EHS Annual and General Meetings   2018-2019 

DATE 
GUEST 

SPEAKER 
TOPIC 

VENUE 

23 July, 2019 

Annual General 
Meeting 

Julie Scott 
Illustrated presentation :    
Court House Fire and 
Restoration  

“Windy Hill” 

27 August 2019 Dr Anne Black 
Illustrated presentation:  
Salmon Reserve  

“Windy Hill” 

24 September 
2019 

Members’ 
Night 

Last Meeting at “Windy Hill” 

22 October 2019 

Simon Davies, 
SIDA 

Constructions 
Pty Ltd 

Illustrated presentation: 
Restoring Heritage Buildings 

Court House 

26 November 
2019 

Members Christmas Break-up 
Court House 

25 February 
2020 

Members “Show and Tell” Night 
Court House 

Proposed Meetings for March, April, May and June were cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 Virus restrictions (lock-down) 

I wish to record my thanks to the staff at “Windy Hill” and The City of Moonee 
Valley for accommodating us over the past three years while our Court House was 
unable to be used. 

Thanks also to Elaine Brogan (OAM) for securing Guest Speakers for our monthly 
meetings. 

THE CATALOGUING SUB-COMMITTEE 
This Sub-committee, comprising Judy Maddigan (Chair), Anna Denham, Anna 
Maree Malmgren, Zelma Riddell and Rod McLennan, continued to meet on a weekly 
basis in the basement of the Niddrie Library until they were able to return to the 
Court House in early 2020. Their work was interrupted for a considerable period of 
time while collections were being returned from their various locations.  Soon after 
resuming work they were forced to stop meeting because of the (COVID-19) 
lockdown. Thank you Judy and team for the work done during a trying year.  

Special thanks also to the staff of the Niddrie Library for their patience with us during 
the temporary re-location of the EHS Collection. 



50TH ANNIVERSARY SUB-COMMITTEE 

This Committee comprises Elaine Brogan, OAM (Chair), Greg and Emma Thege, 
Alison and Malcolm McNab, Lyndall Byrne and Eve Park. It was established to plan 
activities and events for the Golden Jubilee of the Essendon Historical Society in 
2020.  

The group met at the home of Alison and Malcolm McNab on a regular basis. 
Malcolm McNab produced an excellent calendar with attractive photographs 
depicting various local landmarks. This was advertised for sale to members and 
members of the public at the street stalls and open days. Lyndall Byrne produced a 
delightful Children’s colouring book which was also available for sale. 

A 50th Anniversary Dinner was planned for June 2020.  However, it had to be   
postponed due to the Corona virus. A Court House display was also being organised 
but this was also affected by the lockdown.  

Thank you to the sub-committee for your contribution. 

STREET STALLS 
Two street stalls in Puckle Street were planned for December 2019. The first, held on 
14 December 2019, was successfully conducted and gave us a chance to meet with 
the public. The second, on 20 December 2019, unfortunately had to be cancelled due 
to extremely hot weather. This cost us the opportunity of selling our calendars and 
publications as Christmas approached. 

THE OPENING EXHIBITION – “History Reclaimed” 

I had the pleasure of working with Julia Marshall of the Moonee Valley Library, and 
EHS member, Michele Summerton, in putting together the Exhibition “History 
Reclaimed” which was declared open by the Mayor of Moonee Valley, Cr Samantha 
Byrne on 4 December 2019. This was sponsored by the Roving Curators Program 
through Kitty Owens who gave us valuable advice on setting up the displays. Sincere 
thanks to Julia who organised our planning meetings and kept a record of our 
decisions,  

RESTORATION AND RE-ACTIVATION OF COURT HOUSE 

Work on the internal restoration of the Court House was continuous during the first 
half of the year and our Restoration Sub Committee members - Mary Cahill 
(Restoration Manager), Terry Scott and Bob Chalmers - were in regular contact with 
the Heritage Architect (Fraser Brown) and the contractors (SIDA Constructions Pty 
Ltd) through fortnightly Site Meetings. A heavy workload fell on Mary who 
coordinated Meetings and recorded the work that was being undertaken as well as 
arranging and providing agendas for weekly meetings with Terry and me. We owe a 
great debt to her for the time and thoroughness she has put into the restoration project 
over a period of four years and I sincerely thank her on your behalf for her invaluable 
contribution. 
  



 Equally, I express, on behalf of EHS, the work undertaken by Terry Scott in 
contacting and meeting with the numerous tradesmen involved in the restoration 
(particularly in relation to the installation of the IT work, the landscaping of the Court 
House surrounds and the construction of storage cupboards and shelves and other 
furniture to meet the needs of the Society) and arranging for payment of these works. 
Terry has also spent considerable time in relation to the provision of Security and 
Insurance. 

RE-ACTIVATION 

In addition to the Restoration program, many hours have been spent meeting with 
representatives of the City of Moonee Valley to put in place the Licence for operation 
of the premises in future years. This has involved fortnightly meetings, the 
compilation of a Handbook, arranging Induction Sessions with key-holders of EHS 
and MVCC, organising cleaners and many other matters as they were raised. Again, 
much of this work has been undertaken by Mary and Terry. The future success of the 
partnership has been assured by the hours of work put in. 

OPENED ..... THEN CLOSED 

After being unable to use the Court House for three and a half years, there was great 
celebration by members when the building was opened again for the October General 
Meeting. This was followed by the Official Opening (by Invitation) on  
21 November, the Christmas Meeting on November 26 and the Opening of the 
Exhibition on 4 December.  

Plans were made to open the Court House for viewing by the public on weekends in 
December and January, which were very successful – and we all expected that things 
would return to normal. However, after welcoming members back at the February 
General Meeting, we were faced with the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus and severe 
restrictions which forced us, at the March Committee Meeting, to cancel all activities 
until further notice.   All activities were cancelled for the rest of the financial year.  

CONTINUING THROUGH THE LOCK-DOWN 

Whilst we were unable to meet with members or the public for the last four months of 
the financial year, many queries relating to our history were received via electronic 
communications (our website and our email) and our new Secretary, Hayden 
Williams, has done an excellent job in making a note of these and passing them on to 
our research team as required, as well as handling the various items of 
correspondence.  

In conclusion I thank each of you for remaining loyal to the Essendon Historical 
Society through a very difficult year. We hope it won’t be too long before we can 
meet again and resume the normal activities that we have provided in the past and 
that we can work well in partnership with the Moonee Valley Council staff under the 
new arrangements that have been agreed to. 

Bob Chalmers 

President 

 



Restoration Report 

by Mary Cahill (Restoration Manager) 

The disastrous fire at the Moonee Ponds Court House occurred on 27 June 2016.  It is 
very satisfying to report that the restoration building works were successfully 
completed in October 2019 and the Court House is once again available for use. 

Official Opening of the Court House 

Danny Pearson, State Member for Essendon, officially opened the restored Court 
House on 21 November 2019.  The event was attended by approximately forty 
invited guests. Terry Scott was the Master of Ceremonies; Mary Cahill spoke about 
the history of the building, the fire event and the restoration process.  Danny Pearson 
congratulated EHS members for their outstanding efforts with this restoration and 
previous work.  Bob Chalmers thanked Danny Pearson MP for his critical role in 
obtaining government funding.  In addition, donors and key people were thanked for 
their loyal support during the restoration.  

“History Reclaimed” Exhibition 

To celebrate the restoration of the Court House an exhibition was installed in the 
courtroom and opened by the Mayor of Moonee Valley, Samantha Byrne, on 4 
December, 2019.  The display told the story of the fire and the restoration of the 
Court House and also the reclaiming of other local landmarks namely the Essendon 
Town Hall, Incinerator and Lowther Hall.  

 The display was prepared by Bob Chalmers (EHS President), Julia Marshall (Sam 
Merrifield library), Michele Summerton (EHS member) and Kitty Owens (Roving 
Curator, Australian Museums & Galleries Association).  Because of limited space 
the guest list was once again restricted to forty guests. Terry Scott was the Master of 
Ceremonies and Mary Cahill spoke about the history of the building, the fire and the 
restoration.  Kitty Owens introduced the exhibition.  The Mayor congratulated EHS 
for their achievements. As well as thanking the Mayor for her attendance, Bob 
Chalmers paid tribute to all the key people for their support during the restoration 
and he thanked all the donors.  

At both the Official Opening and the Exhibition Opening, Julie Scott presented 
photos, depicting the Restoration process, on the new courtroom screen.  Light 
refreshments prepared by the Essendon Country Women’s Association were served 
to the invited guests. 

Open Days 

Members of the public were welcomed at the Court House on 7 & 8 December 2019 
and 11 & 12 January 2020. The feedback from the visitors regarding the restored 
Court House and the History Reclaimed Exhibition was very positive. 

Future Caring for the Court House 

As the Committee of Management of the Court House, EHS Committee is expected 
to take responsibility for the security, insurance and maintenance of the newly 
restored Court House.  Both the building and the contents of the Court House are 
now insured by EHS.  Professional cleaning occurs every week. 



In addition, monitoring of the Essential Services is regularly conducted by 
professional contractors.  

As part of the restoration, the Court House garden was professionally landscaped by 
Earth & Grass who also maintained the garden until 30 June, 2020.  Staff from 
MVCC Parks & Gardens will maintain the Court House gardens on a regular basis 
from 1 July, 2020. 

Licence 

To cover future costs (insurance, cleaning, maintenance, essential services) it was 
apparent that an ongoing source of funding was required.  Following several 
consultation meetings with EHS members it was agreed to share use of the Court 
House with an external body or organisation.  It was also agreed that, in the first 
instance, an approach be made to MVCC. 

Extensive consultations resulted in a partnership between EHS and MVCC to share 
use of the Court House.  Agreement was formalised with a licence which was listed 
in the Victorian Government Gazette prior to being approved by the Victorian State 
Government on 23 December 2019.  The licence contains Special Conditions 
relating to the operations and permissible activities in the Court House.   

The current licence is for six years and the licence fee paid by MVCC contributes to 
the Court House operating costs.  The MVCC has use of the Court House for four 
days per week and intends to use the Court House for meetings, library programs 
and seminars. The Ted Smith and Sam Merrifield Rooms are for the exclusive use of 
EHS.  An Operational Handbook for use of the Court House has been prepared and 
its contents apply to both EHS members and MVCC staff.  

A subcommittee of EHS Committee will oversee the implementation of the licence.  
This Museum sub-committee is composed of three representatives from each of EHS 
and MVCC, with meetings being chaired by EHS. 

________________________________________________________________ 

In discussions with members the consensus has been that the Restoration of the 
Court House should achieve three aims: 

 Restore the Court House as a significant heritage building 
 Protect the ongoing interests of the Essendon Historical Society 
 Increase the use of the Court House by the community, given that substantial 

public funding had been granted to restore the building. 

I believe that these three aims have been successfully attained.  The Court House has 
been faithfully restored. The headquarters and financial future of EHS are secure.  
Use of the building by MVCC will ensure there is greater use by the community.   

The 1890 building once again stands proudly in Mt Alexander Road. 

 

 

 

 



Cataloguing Sub-Committee Report 2019- 2020 

The Cataloguing Sub-Committee has now moved back to the Court House and has 
recommenced its cataloguing duties. 

Sub-Cataloguing Committee members Judy Maddigan, Rod McLennan, Zelma 
Riddell, Anna Denham and Anna Maree Malmgren have been working on the 
following: 

1. InMagic DB TextWorks Combined Catalogue Database –  

Rod/Judy/Anna Maree/Zelma 

The group continues to work on the database: scanning, collating, re-numbering, 
entering data and adding to the database. The photographic collection is now up to 
date. 

The majority of the ephemera have now been scanned, catalogued and filed in the 
photo drawers. ONGOING 

2. Donated items – Judy 

Judy has been cataloguing new material as it is donated. ONGOING 

3. Plans – Anna 

Work is continuing to provide file names with street names to another group of Plans 
(around 450).  This project is close to completion. ONGOING 

4. EHS Filing System/EHS Computer – Anna 

Downloading of information from EHS Committee members’ computers onto EHS 
computer has stopped due to work being undertaken on the Court House restoration 
project. 

Once this has settled it is hoped work will recommence to try to centralise 
information onto EHS computer. 

With all this data in a central location, and backed up on a regular basis, authorised 
Society members will be able to access and search secure and up-to-date EHS 
documents as and when required. ONGOING 

5. Multimedia Collection - Anna 

EHS multimedia collection consists of floppy discs, cassette tapes, VHS and Beta 
Tapes, CDs and DVDs. A spreadsheet has been prepared and information relating to 
each piece of the collection will be catalogued before approved items are converted 
into a digital format. ON HOLD 

6. Early Cataloguing Sheets – Zelma 

Zelma has been allocating catalogue numbers to all the hard files from the1980s, 
which are then to be scanned onto EHS database ONGOING 

7. Commemorative Tiles – Rod and Anna Maree 

Julie Scott has presented us with two folders of information regarding the 
commemorative tiles, and a Word document containing some of the information in 
these folders.  



We will now attempt to import this information into our DB TextWorks program. 
This will possibly involve scanning of submitted requests for tiles, manually entering 
some descriptors, and converting the file to an appropriate Excel/csv format. 

We thank Julie for all the work she has put into this project. COMMENCING 

There remains a strong need for further licences for DB TextWorks. 

Currently, Anna Maree is working on her own laptop, scanning items and cataloguing 
on an Excel spreadsheet, which is then imported into DB TextWorks. The 
importation takes time, takes Rod away from his work, and is an inefficient model. 

Furthermore, with only one licence, any queries about the catalogue or items have to 
be fielded by Rod, once again interrupting his work. A second licence would lead to a 
far more efficient and streamlined system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Official Opening 
 

EHS Founding 
Member, Eve Park 

and oldest Life 
Member,  

Zelma Riddell 
(front left) 

Opening of the 
Exhibition,  

History Reclaimed 

4 December 



Fire-damaged items restored 
and returned to the Court House 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

        

The fire-damaged Witness Stand now fully restored by a master craftsman 

The gilt frame and photos were 
severely damaged by water on 
the day of the fire. 

Thanks to the skills of a Master 
Gilder and photo restorers, this 
beautiful item is again on display 
in the Court House. 

 



Historic Bills Horse Trough 

          

 

The horse trough donated by Annis and George Bills was initially beside the fire 
hydrant box, adjacent to the Police driveway.  On the day of the fire, the trough was 
very close to the battle line.  In June, 2019, the trough was repaired by conservators 
from the University of Melbourne Grimwade Centre for Cultural Materials 
Conservation.  It was then relocated to the front of the Court House, complete with 
adjoining story board.  It now attracts much attention from many passers-by.  It also 
attracts visitors from many Victorian locations as well as people from interstate. 

More information is available on the website – billswatertroughs.wordpress.com.  
also see Peter Willoughby’s article, EHS Newsletter, No. 252. Oct-Nov 2019 Pp 8-9. 

The Temperance Hall foundation (memorial) Stone 

The foundation stone which used to be next to the horse trough was moved in June, 
2019, to the Kellaway Avenue side of the Court House.  It also has a story board with 
information provided by Bob Chalmers.  It is good to see this stone in a prominent 
place where people can learn more about the Temperance Movement. 

For more information see Bob’s article, EHS Newsletter, No. 252. Oct-Nov 2019 P10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Inscription on stone – 
 

Temperance Hall 
Memorial stone 

Laid by 
W. T. C. Kelly Esq 

President 
January [28] 1891 



 
At long last, the scaffold is being packed up and sent on its way out. 

 

The beautiful Kauri ceiling is fully restored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of the Exhibition display celebrating restoration of the Court House 

Burnt section of ceiling beam 



 

The restored Court House is officially opened by Danny Pearson MP 

21  November,  2019 

 


