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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 

Dear Members, 

 This is the commencement of a new Year for the Essendon Historical Society, and I thank the members who  

attended the Annual General Meeting in July for re-electing me as President for 2017-18. I wish to express my thanks to 

the members of the Committee who worked very hard to keep the Society operating effectively under extremely       

challenging circumstances. I wish, in particular, to thank our Secretary, Mary Cahill, and our Treasurer, Terry Scott, who 

have worked closely with me over the past twelve months to determine action that needed to be taken in the restoration 

process. Whilst there have been many frustrations along the way, we are certainly better placed now than what we were 

twelve months ago. 

I look forward to working with our new committee in the coming year. It is pleasing that most of those who served on 

the Committee last year have agreed to remain, which gives us stability. At the same time, it is great to welcome Michelle 

Laurent as our new Committee member, and I hope she finds her involvement with the E.H.S. rewarding. 

We have, for some time, been aware that a lot of work is falling on a small number of members, and I would encourage 

others, who feel that they could make a positive contribution to the Society, to put themselves forward. We are currently 

operating with a Committee of seven members and our By-laws permit us to have nine. If you would like to fill one of 

these vacancies, please see me or our Secretary, and you will be made most welcome. 

The members of our Cataloguing Committee continue to meet on a Monday morning at the Niddrie Library to make 

our collections (photographs etc.) more easily accessed. Elaine Brogan has offered to give Rod McLennan some        

assistance in the scanning of our photographs—a tedious, but most valuable task. Anna Denham has agreed to liaise 

with the Committee of Management to keep members up to date with its work. I am also grateful to Shirley Cope and 

Elaine Watson for volunteering to scan the Town/City of Essendon Rate Books—a project first undertaken by our Vice   

President, Kelsey Collins, who, because of her teaching commitments, is unable to devote the necessary time to       

complete the task. Thanks, Kelsey, for the work that you have done, and to Shirley and Elaine, for taking up the       

challenge. 

Greg Thege, as well as looking after the backups to our computer, has agreed to be our Membership coordinator and 

will be responsible for keeping our Membership Lists up to date. 

Mary Cahill, who has conscientiously looked after our administrative affairs over the past nine years, has been keeping 

the members in touch with the restoration of the Courthouse as well as handling the normal Secretarial duties, and our 

Treasurer, Terry Scott, is certainly being kept busy with the finances, and in particular with the large sums that are    

coming to us through Grants and sorting through issues relating to our Insurance. 

Thank you to Terry’s wife, Julie, who does a lot of work in the background, and in particular, her commitment to the 

Memory Lane Garden. There were seven new tiles added to the garden last month, including a “triple” from the          

St. Columba’s College to recognise its 120th Anniversary. There are a number of other people who have indicated a wish 

to place a brick in memory of a loved one, so this project continues to grow.  

We have been particularly appreciative of the support that we have received in the past twelve months, from Members, 

local groups, the Moonee Valley Council staff, the staff of the Essendon Football Club and the members of our       

community who have donated to our funds or helped us in other ways. Your response to our needs has been gratefully 

received. 

As Mary has indicated in her report, there is now some action taking place at the Courthouse, and we are anticipating 

that by Christmas (or perhaps earlier), that we will  once again have a slate roof on our Heritage building, and that it will 

be made secure and water tight. There is, of course, a lot of work to be done to the interior of the Courtroom and a lot 

of decisions that have to be made, but we will meet any challenges as they arise, and with the backing of our members, 

we will have a successful 2017/18. 

Bob Chalmers (President) 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.       

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses &   

Organisations for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Brad Teal Real Estate 

Rotary Club of  Essendon 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

We Love Australia Day  

Breakfast Committee 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

 

 

Members, you are invited to think of the Essendon Historical Society when attending to your personal affairs.  

A kind gesture by you by way of a donation or bequest can make a big contribution to the work of the Society in the future. 

Your Solicitor will be able to assist you in drawing up the necessary documents to ensure that any part of your estate left to 

us will be used according to your wishes. 

Members wishing to make donations to the E.H.S. are  reminded that the Essendon Historical Society Museum              

Recovery Fund is Tax Deductible.    

THINKING OF A BEQUEST OR A DONATION TO THE ESSENDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY? 

 

A Meeting of the Anzac Centenary 

Community Coordinating Committee 

was held in the Committee Room of the 

Civic Centre on Monday evening, 11 

September . In the absence of the 

Mayor, Cr Andrea Surace and Cr Jim 

Cusack, the Meeting was chaired by Cr 

Samantha Byrne. Many of the activities 

associated that had been planned have 

now been completed, but there are still 

several that are nearing completion.  

The Friends of Sandy memorial is    

expected to be unveiled either on     

October 31st (the Centenary of the 

Charge of Bethsheeba) or on Remem-

brance Day. It will be situated on a site 

in Randall Street, Maribyrnong, west of 

the Community Centre.  

Five Story Boards relating to WWI    

heroes, are to be placed in the north 

east corner of Heinze Reserve, on the 

corner of Hoffmans Road and Emerald 

Street. The project was originally       

initiated by the late Cr Trevor Sinclair 

who secured a grant to have the boards 

added to the Avenue of Honour in the 

Boulevard, but it was recently decided 

that they be located in West Essendon, 

opposite the Keilor East R.S.L. It is 

planned that the boards be unveiled in 

late November. 

A plaque recognising Victoria Cross 

winner, Issy Smith, has been installed at 

Victory Park. Issy Smith served with the 

British Army, but resided in Moonee 

Ponds.           

An inspection of our Anzac Wall at the 

entrance to Queens Park has allayed 

fears that we had that the stone surface 

was deteriorating, the shallow indents 

apparently being a natural occurrence. 

The next Meeting will be on Monday, 

November 20th, and it is anticipated 

that there will be events held in 2019 to 

mark the celebrations on the return of 

our soldiers. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The War Memorial at Victory Park 

COMMITTEE UPDATE 



Page 4 

                      Essendon Historical Society Newsletter—Issue No. 242   August—September 2017 

 

 

Since the major funding announcement in May 2017 by 

Minister Wynne and Danny Pearson MP, we have been 

very busy.  In order to proceed with the restoration works 

it has, of course, been necessary to obtain lots of quotes 

and permits.  Countless hours have been spent on phone 

calls, emails and paperwork. 

As reported previously, we have appointed a project    

manager for Stage 1 and, following a tender process, we 

have now contracted a builder.  I’m delighted to report that 

the building works commenced in late August.  The   

courtroom is now literally filled with a network of        

scaffolding which has taken several days to erect.  Access 

to the damaged ceiling and roof will be provided by this 

internal scaffolding and an external crane.   

By Christmas, there will be the installation of a new roof 

for which we will be using reclaimed Welsh slate.  The  

upper level hopper windows will be restored and the whole 

courthouse will be re-wired.   

We have now commenced planning for Stage 2 which   

includes restoration of the external brickwork and work on 

the interior, in particular, the courtroom and its ceiling. We 

have invited tenders from selected heritage architects and 

we hope to make the appointment of the Stage 2 architect 

by the end of September. 

Our restoration timeline for Stages 1 and 2 has been     

approved by Heritage Victoria and we expect that the 

courthouse restoration will be completed by early 2019. 

Please Note:  The builders have taken possession of the Courthouse 

site which is now deemed to be a construction zone.  EHS members 

no longer have right of access.  Whilst it is understood that EHS 

members are keenly interested in the building works, we request your 

cooperation:  for the safety of all, please do not enter the 

site. 

At our November General Meeting we will allow some 

time for members to discuss future plans and uses for the 

Courthouse.  

Mary Cahill 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Essendon Historical 

Society was held at Windy Hill Function Centre, Napier 

Street, Essendon, on Tuesday, July 25th, 2015, commenc-

ing at 7.30 pm. There were 28 members present and 11 

apologies.  

President, Bob Chalmers, extended a welcome to those in 

attendance. Each member received a printed copy of the 

EHS Annual Report that outlined the events that occurred 

during 2016/17 and the work of the various sub-

committees.  

Following the acceptance of the Minutes of the 2016 

A.G.M., he presented his President’s report, outlining the 

activities of the Society over the past twelve months and 

thanking the members of the Committee for their support 

over what had been a very challenging year and extended 

special thanks to Terry and Julie Scott for the production 

of the Annual Report booklet.. 

Treasurer, Terry Scott, reported on the Financial position, 

referring to the report as published.  

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS  

AND COMMITTEE FOR 2017/18 

Ian Keeble, a Past President of the E.H.S., was called on to 

take the Chair and conduct the Elections 

There being only one Nomination for each office and three 

nominations for Committee Members, the following were 

elected. 

PRESIDENT:  Bob Chalmers 

VICE PRESIDENT: Kelsey Collins 

SECRETARY:  Mary Cahill 

TREASURER:  Terry Scott 

COMMITTEE  Elaine Brogan,  Greg Thege 

    Michelle Laurent 

Ian congratulated those elected to fill the various vacancies 

and wished them well before vacating the Chair in favour 

of the re-elected President. Bob thanked the members for 

re-electing him again and he pointed out that the Society 

was in a much better place now than at this time the      

previous year. 

He welcomed Michelle Laurent, one of our new members, 

and thanked her for volunteering to join the Committee.  

An interesting film of the North Essendon area in the 

1950s-60s produced by Lindsay Braden was shown and the 

evening brought to a close with a light supper. 

COURTHOUSE RECOVERY UPDATE 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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My Dear Mortals— 

Yes, I’ve observed and watched 

such changes in your lifespan 

in times unmatched. 

You’ve seen radical changes to your well loved area. 

Built by endeavour, enthusiasm and hard work 

From natural bush through grazing and farming - 

A village, a town, a city and parks—a community 

No, not perfect—by citizens of varied pursuits, 

Using initiative and neighbourly regard. 

Again vast changes wrought - 

Can advancement only be bought? 

Emulating, my mortals, the wonders of geology 

With sterile towers of steel and concrete 

all replacing undulating grasslands and bush— 

the semi-encircling river and the creek; 

Indigenous forest with a variety of trees, 

Native fauna and coloured birds - 

A paradise of creeks and ponds - 

Of wattle blossoms and flowering fronds. 

No, my caring ones, not the first to see great change. 

Another people, living their special life 

In a landscape quite supporting; 

Then to be altered irrevocably.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mine is a completely different view  

 

Back through eons all has changed.  

Earth was dramatically re-arranged, 

Your space was in the latter days  

In former times large flows of “newer” basalt 

this covering “older basalt from volcanos  

not far to the north and west 

with Silurian bedrock, quartzite and Pliocene sands. 

Listen up! 

Older and newer Aluvium - 

Uplifting and natural erosion. 

Now, all that’s changed. 

You yawn, my dear Mortals 

You, with lifespans so short— 

Now, before you all depart, 

I won’t bore you—that’s just the start. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE OVERVIEW—by Betty Knight 
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For many residents of this district long accustomed to 

overhead aircraft movements associated with Melbourne 

and Essendon airports the sight of an aeroplane barely 

attracts their attention. However, for those motoring 

along Pascoe Vale Road, Strathmore during the 1960s, 

their attention could not help but be drawn to an eye 

catching, seemingly just airborne, ex-Royal Australian 

Air Force Wirraway aircraft prominently displayed    

outside the Strath Vale Motors service station. 

 

This novel, attention grabbing, nose to the road, static 

exhibit was put on show by the proprietor Fred Mueller, 

in 1964. 

View north along Pascoe Vale Road. 1965 
QAM. The Collection 

 

Fred, who had migrated to Australia from Europe in 

1958, did not sell aeroplanes. He sold petrol, oils,        

lubricants and car requisites and carried out automobile 

mechanical repairs in the workshop while the aeroplane 

stood silently out the front as an unusual advertising ploy 

to attract customers onto the service station driveway. 

 

The postal address of Strath Vale Motors, located on the 

east side of the thoroughfare on a squeeze of land be-

tween the roadway and the Moonee Ponds Creek was 

440 Pascoe Vale Road, Pascoe Vale W.8. 

 

The name Strath Vale came into existence prior to the 

introduction off the four digit postcode mail delivery  

system in 1967 as a combined abbreviation of the suburb 

and postal districts surrounding where the garage stood. 

Strath was derived from the suburb of Strathmore on the 

western side of the road in the postal district of Essendon 

North W.6, with Vale coming from the eastern side of 

the road postal districts of Pascoe Vale South W.7 that 

extended south from Albert Street to Woodland Street 

and Pascoe Vale W.8 to the north of Albert Street. 

 
X=approximate site.  Melway 1.1966 

 

The 1944 built Wirraway was one of 755 of this trainer-

general purpose aircraft built for the RAAF by the      

privately owned Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation at 

Fishermans Bend, Melbourne. After a short flying career 

and many years in storage, the no longer required by the 

RAAF aeroplane was sold to the western Victoria based 

farm implement manufacturer Horsham Foundry in 

1959. 

 

It escaped possible destruction and the Horsham furnace 

when purchased by the Commonwealth Aircraft        

Corporation in 1960 for use in their Wirraway to Ceres 

aerial crop duster conversion project and avoided large 

scale modification when that programme terminated   

before alteration work took place. In 1963 CAC sold the 

aeroplane to Peter Frearson, operator of the Fleetwings 

service station in Laverton, who sold it to Fred in late 

1964. 

 

The partly dismantled machine was then transported by 

road from Laverton to Strath Vale Motors for reassembly 

and mounting on elevated supports from where, to some 

observers, it appeared about to make a low-level pass 

across Pascoe Vale Road. 

Ready for disposal at CAC. 1963 
ADF-Serials Gallery. Peter Kelly Collection 

 

With the construction of the Tullamarine Freeway the 

service station was doomed. So Fred packed up his   

A WARBIRD ON PASCOE VALE ROAD 
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business and warbird in late 1967 and moved to Gilbert 

Road, Reservoir, where the “look at that!” display       

reappeared the following year. 

 

When Fred retired from business in 1983 he sold the 

aeroplane to a small group of aviation enthusiasts who 

had it restored to airworthiness at Essendon Airport from 

where, after years on the ground, display stands, or being 

trucked from one location to another, the restored flying 

machine took to the skies again in 1986. 

 

Although Strath Vale Motors and Fred Mueller are no 

more, the Wirraway that surprised and intrigued many a 

passer-by during its short display stint at Pascoe Vale 

Road and continues to raise the occasional question from 

many of those who saw it, “do you remember the plane 

at the servo on Pascoe Vale Road?” still lives on. 

 

During your next annual sojourn to Caloundra on  

Queensland’s Sunshine Coast to escape Melbourne’s 

winter chill, if you wish to see this aeroplane and can 

possibly tear yourself away from reclining on the golden 

sands while soaking up old Sol’s warming rays, take a 

visit to the Queensland Air Museum in Pathfinder Drive 

where the now hangared, well maintained warbird     

continues to attract attention. 

    Last flight over Moreton Bay to Caloundra. 2010. QAM 

 
Footnotes. 

Fred Mueller died in 1995. 

Prior to highway duplication, the Fleetwings service station that 

was once situated at the end of the sweeping bend into Laverton 

on the Princes Highway, have displayed a Mustang and a Vam-

pire aeroplane. 

Information and photographs of this Wirraway may be located 

by entering a20-652 on the Google search engine 

Sources 

ADF–Serials, www.adf-serials.com  

Australasian Post, 24 December 1964 

Cuskelly R, Queensland Air Museum, Caloundra, Queensland 

Melbourne Telephone Directories 

Sands and McDougall Directories 

Wilson S, Military Aircraft of Australia, Aerospace Publications, 

ACT, 1994 

 

Peter Willoughby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those of you living in the Moonee Ponds area will no 
doubt be fully aware of the activity in the region of the 
Moonee Ponds Railway Station. The area north of Puckle 
Street, at one time the proposed site of a theatre complex, 
is now being transformed by Caydon Development into a 
large residential and business complex to comprise of 30 
storeys. The development, commenced last year, is now 
well advanced, as can be seen by these photographs, taken 
early this month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photographs by Bob Chalmers 

THE CAYDON DEVELOPMENT 

http://www.adf-serials.com
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It is comforting for us to know, in this day and age, that if 

we suddenly become ill, we can, within a very short time, 

visit a local medical clinic or a hospital and seek treatment 

for our ailment. We also can feel comfortable in the  

knowledge that in most cases we can make a speedy      

recovery, thanks to the wonders of modern medicine..  

However, 150 years ago, when our district was in its      

infancy, our pioneers depended on the services of a much 

smaller number of physicians and surgeons when they re-

quired medical attention. 

This article focuses on several individuals who practised 

medicine in the Essendon area in the 1850—1870 period, 

One of the earliest physicians was Dr. John Pearse. Dr. 

Pearse was born in Middlesex, England, in 1809, a son of a 

London surgeon, George Pearse, and Charlotte Ann 

Grindley. He married Charlotte Hull in London, in January 

1832 and the marriage produced five children.  

John, his wife and family—Emma Louise (19), Julia Marion 

(18), George Edwin (16), Laura (6) and Amelia (3) sailed to 

Port Phillip District on the ship “Prince Albert”, arriving in 

December 1852. He purchased land in Hawstead (now 

Glenbervie) in Woodland Street, opposite  Thomas Napier, 

and built a small residence there, which he named 

“Woodland Cottage”. His son, George, writing of his 

memories in James McJunkin’s manuscript “A History of 

Essendon”, claims that he brought a number of the Napier 

children into the world. As well as being a qualified       

physician, he had also undertaken training as a surveyor, 

and was involved in surveying Mount Alexander Road in 

1853-54. Dr. Pearse died in Carlton on 27 January, 1860 

aged 48 years. 

 When the Municipal District of Essendon & Flemington 

was formed in December 1861, the district required a 

Health Officer. On 26th January, 1862, Dr. Joseph     

Paterson, was appointed to this position. Dr. Paterson had 

been practising on Flemington Hill from as early as 1853. 

Not a lot is recorded about Dr. Paterson, but it is believed 

that he came to Australia in about 1852. He had married 

Catherine McDougall before arriving in Port Phillip, and 

four children were born on Flemington Hill—Joseph       

(b 1855), Archibald John (1856) Mary Grace (b 1857) and 

Josephine (b 1860). He died in Flemington in 1866 at the 

age of 44 at the time when a cholera epidemic was raging in 

England, and   preparations were being made to face the 

possibility of an outbreak of the dreaded disease in       

Melbourne.    

    

Following Dr. Paterson’s death, Dr. James Gibson was 

appointed as the Health Officer of the Borough of        

Essendon & Flemington Borough. 

James Gibson was born in Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

in 1823 and was living with other siblings in Glasgow at the 

time of the 1851 Scottish Census, being shown as a       

surgeon. He appears to have served as a Ship’s Surgeon 

before arriving in Melbourne on the ship “Panama” in 

1854 during which year he registered. He was listed as a 

legally qualified medical practitioner  in the Government 

Gazette of 26 January, 1855. 

On 26 September, 1856, Dr. James Gibson married     

Margaret Cameron McLean in South Yarra. The couple 

settled on Flemington Hill and he set up his practice there. 

Two sons were born in Flemington  - James Robert          

(b 1858, but died in infancy) and John Malcolm (b 1859). 

Dr. Gibson was replaced for a short time by Dr Tharp 

Mountain Girtdlestone. He had come to Australia on the 

ship “Time and Truth”, aged 30, as the Surgeon Superin-

tendent,  arriving in Geelong on 5 January 1853. He was 

actively involved in many country towns before becoming 

the Health Officer of Melbourne. He was a surgeon at the 

Alfred Hospital and a Lecturer at the University of Mel-

bourne. Dr Girdlestone was also a Parliamentarian, being a 

Member of the Legislative Assembly from 1862-65.  

He was appointed Health Officer of the Essendon & 

Flemington Borough in October, 1869 on an annual salary 

of £50 following Dr Gibson’s resignation, while still    

serving as the Health Officer of the City of Melbourne. He 

held the dual positions until Dr. Gibson was re-appointed 

on 4 December, 1872.  

Dr. Gibson appears to have remained as the Health Officer 

of the Essendon & Flemington Borough for the next eight 

years. After suffering from heart disease for many years, he 

finally succumbed to bronchitis at his Mount Alexander 

Road residence on 27 May, 1881. 

He was succeeded by physician, Dr. Duncan Turner 

(1839-1918) who was appointed in October, 1881.          

Dr Turner. operated his Moonee Ponds practice from 

premises on the west side of Mount Alexander Road. He 

had been in the district since about 1878. 

Another prominent physician to practice in the Borough of 

Essendon and Flemington was Dr. John Dunbar   

Tweeddale.   

John Dunbar Tweeddale was born in Westminster, London 

in about 1816 and followed the profession of his father, 

PIONEER PHYSICIANS OF OUR DISTRICT 
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James, as a surgeon in the Royal Navy. On 8 November, 

1849, he married widow, Annie Colt Wilson in London. 

The couple left Plymouth in 1850 on the ship “Bussorah 

Merchant” with him being the Surgeon Superintendent. 

They arrived in Geelong in June, 1850. After trying his 

hand at a number of ventures in Geelong, in 1854 he    

established a practice in Brunswick specialising in diseases 

of children. In 1859 his wife, Annie, died, and on 6        

December, 1860 he married for a second time, the       

marriage taking place at Christ Church, Brunswick  His 

new wife was Canadian born Isabel Ellen Pope Besnard.  

On 8 February, 1861 Dr. Tweeddale advertised that he had 

established his practice in Essendon, opposite the Farmers’ 

Arms Hotel, and on 26 February of that year he was      

appointed Surgeon for the District of Essendon. He very 

quickly became involved in local affairs. When a meeting 

was held to form the Flemington & Essendon Cricket Club 

he accepted the position of Treasurer, and later became 

President. He was one of eighteen signatories who put 

their name to a document petitioning for the establishment 

of a Municipal District in January 1862, and was serving as 

a Justice of the Peace in the Flemington & Essendon     

Police Court, having been appointed as a Magistrate on 7 

May 1860. In January 1863 he unsuccessfully stood for 

election on the Borough Council, and on 19 August 1863 

he was appointed as the Congregational Church Warden at 

the St. Thomas Church of England, Moonee Ponds.  

While residing in Essendon during the first half of the 

1860s, four daughters were born, with the fourth dying in 

infancy. John Dunbar Tweeddale resigned from his        

position on 13 May, 1865, and moved to Bacchus Marsh 

where two more daughters were born. He later received an 

appointment as Health Officer  at the Quarantine Station 

at The Heads, a position he was well qualified to fill,      

because of his marine training and his knowledge of the 

symptoms of various diseases such as small pox. He died 

suddenly in Melbourne on 26 March, 1897, aged 82. His 

second wife had passed away in 1889. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Bob Chalmers    
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The last week in September, as well as being an important 

time of the year for football fans, is also “Show Time, and 

on September 23rd, the Royal Agricultural Society’s Show 

Grounds in Ascot Vale will burst in to life, and thousands 

of people will flock to the area over the following ten days. 

I thought that it would be appropriate, then, to feature a 

little history of the Show in this edition of the Newsletter. 

The extravaganza we know today took its origins from the 

farmers of Moonee Ponds who, in July 1848, formed the 

Moonee Ponds Farmers Society and conducted a plough-

ing match on Coiler Robertson’s property, “La Rose” on 

25th of that month. The competition was followed that 

evening by a Dinner and a Ball. 

So successful was this event, that a second ploughing 

match (on previously unploughed ground) was conducted 

in Flemington, near the Flemington Inn a month later. It 

was won by John Dick of Hillside Farm (on the Saltwater) 

using a locally manufactured plough. Those present after-

wards retired to the hotel and the hospitality of publican, 

James Dunbar. The diners proposed several toasts—

among the “Speed the Plough” which later became the 

motto of the Royal Agricultural Society. 

At a Committee meeting conducted in August 1848, a set 

of rules was drawn up and the name was changed to the 

Port Phillip Farmers’ Society to encourage participation 

from other districts to join in. Well known cattle breeder, 

Robert McDougall, who was farming on “Glenroy” at this 

time, was Secretary of the Society. 

Ploughing matches were held each year, and in 1855 three 

acres of land in Sydney Road, Parkville, was provided by 

the Government—the first “Show Grounds”. 

In 1859 the Port Phillip Farmers’ Society established a 

Model Farm on 59 acres of land in Royal Park, near Bruns-

wick, for the purpose of testing experimental farming 

methods. 

In 1870 the Port Phillip Farmers’ Society became part of 

the larger National Agricultural Society of Victoria and was 

allocated Showgrounds in St. Kilda Road. 

IT’S SHOW TIME 
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The newly formed society conducted the annual “Show” 

for the next twelve years on this site.  

The following extract is taken from the “Argus” Newspa-

per, 8 November, 1883, which clearly outlines the move to 

Ascot Vale. 

“While in occupation of the show-ground on the St Kilda Road the 

society was always receiving from the Government notice to quit. Feeling 

the insecurity of their position, the society made application for a portion 

of the Royal Park. This application would have been granted but for the 

strenuous opposition of the Hotham municipality, who were determined 

that the park would not be cut up if they could help it. About that time, 

Mr Byron Moore, the Secretary of the Victorian Racing Club, was 

endeavouring to purchase a piece of land at the back of the Flemington 

Racecourse in order to enlarge the hill. The agent of the proprietor would 

not subdivide the block, and in order to secure the land wanted Mr 

Moore purchased the whole block at £10,000. He sold to the V.R.C. 

committee what land was wanted for the hill at cost price and of the 

remainder, named Bagotville, he offered a block of 30 acres to the   

Government as a site for the National Agricultural Society. The Hon. 

Jas. McBain, who was the Minister representing the Government in the 

transaction accepted the offer, and Mr Moore furnished him with a letter 

in which he offered to take back the land again should there be any 

strong opposition to the transaction in Parliament.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Show on the Ascot Vale site was a three day affair 

conducted on 7 November, 1883 and on the third day, 

20,000 visitors were recorded—the greatest number to  

attend on one day, at that time. In later years the Show was 

held in August and was extended, first to four days and to 

five days in 1898. It was held in the last week in August 

until 1913 when it was changed to September.  

A half day holiday (Show Day) was granted in 1884 by the 

Government and continued to be gazetted until 1994. It 

was traditionally the afternoon of the last Thursday of the 

Show. 

The event was given Royal patronage in 1890. It became 

the Royal Melbourne Show under the control of the Royal 

Agricultural Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 16 acres of land on the corner of Epsom Road and 

Langs Road was not originally part of the 30 acre Show 

Grounds and was owned by William Lynch in the 1880s. 

He subdivided it into 66 allotments and sold it off as The 

Racecourse Estate (LP500). On 19 June, 1888, John Arthur 

Lang purchased four Lots (41, 42, 54 and 55) and built on 

it an impressive towered hotel which he called the Grand 

National Tower Hotel, of which he was the first licensee.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Hotel was demolished in 1923 to make way for the 

expansion of the Showgrounds which also took in Lynch’s 

estate. 

The Showgrounds underwent considerable development 

during the 2005-06 period and a portion of it is now used 

for commercial purposes. 

     By Bob Chalmers 

Bagotville Estate (70 acres) 

The Showgrounds (30 acres) 

Racecourse Estate (16 acres 
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The 47th Anniversary of the Essendon Historical Society was 

held at the Windy Hill Function Centre on Tuesday, August 

21st. Forty-one members were in attendance.  Terry Scott 

introduced President, Bob Chalmers, who extended a warm 

welcome to all in attendance.  

Tom Morgan, who had come all the way from Romsey with 

his wife, Doreen, was called on to say Grace, and the main 

meal was served. 

Following the Main Course, Bob introduced our Guest 

Speaker, Bob Prewett, who gave a Presentation entitled 

“Essendon Boys—Serving The Nation”. Bob, who is Vice 

President and Historian (Archivist) for the 58th/32nd      

Battalion Association, has had a lifelong interest in military 

affairs, commencing with a call-up for   National Service in 

1967 (serving with the Citizens Military Force (CMF), under-

taking Officer Training, and working his way up to  the rank 

of Major as a Second In Command/Executive Officer at the 

time of his retirement in 1990. 

In addition to his military career, Bob operated his own   

consultancy project management business. 

His interesting talk covered the early history of local units in 

the Victorian Colonial Army, the formation of the  Militia, 

the CMF and Regular forces, highlighting the  involvement 

of the Essendon boys within the various Units including the 

fine record of the 58th Brigade (Essendon Rifles) and the 7th 

Brigade under the  command of Harold E (Pompey) Elliott 

in World War I. Bob also covered briefly the involvement of 

local battalions in WW2 and other major  theatres of War 

through to Vietnam, the CMF and Army Reserve. 

Elaine Brogan thanked Bob on his fine presentation and  

presented him with a gift on behalf of the members. 

After members had enjoyed their dessert, Bob Chalmers  

expressed thanks to Julie Scott for the work that she had put 

into organising the night and thanked everyone for their  

attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above—Table No 6 enjoying the Evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian Sach, Gail Armstrong, Joan Sach and Greg Thege 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom and Doreen Morgan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrea Folleta and Mick Colaci 

THE 2017 DINNER MEETING 

Elaine Brogan thanks 

Guest Speaker, Bob 

Prewett, for his Talk. 

Thanks to Emma Thege for providing the photographs 
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TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 
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Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 
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***COMING EVENTS*** 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

*TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th * 

At Windy Hill Function Centre 

cnr Napier & Brewster Streets 

Essendon 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

Guest Speaker 

Marilyn Kenny 

“Introducing Nurses of Essendon” 

 

 

*TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24th*  

A VISIT TO 

PENLEIGH JUNIOR SCHOOL 

(“Wahgunyah”) 

(Park Street, Moonee Ponds) 

HOST: 

Briget Cooper 

(P.E.G.S.  Archivist) 

 

*TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28th*  

At “Windy Hill Function Centre” 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

OPEN FORUM 

“A Discussion of Future       

Arrangements at the Courthouse”  

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the        

Hi Marquee Room at “Windy Hill    

Receptions”, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further  notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  E.H.S. 

Newsletter is November 3rd, 2017.         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        E.H.S. Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (E.H.S.) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The E.H.S. Newsletter, produced 

five times each year, is an important 

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you to seriously consider composing 

an article for our next publication.  

It will be gratefully received. 

    The Editor    

© 2017 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

OUR VISIT TO PENLEIGH 

Don’t miss the opportunity of visiting 

Penleigh (Park Street, Moonee 

Ponds) on Tuesday 24th October 

. 

 

Unfortunately the nine week program 

that had been planned for the second 

semester “Promoting a Healthy  

Community” and which was to be 

presented between July 20th and  

September 14th, had to be deferred 

due to a lack of participants. 

This program may be deferred until 

Semester 1 next year. 

ST. COLUMBAS  

CELEBRATE 120 YEARS 

The 120th Anniversary of the well 

known Girls’ Secondary College—        

St Columba’s is being celebrated in 

2017. 

Originally the residence of flour 

miller, Alexander Gillespie, it was 

sold to the Catholic Church in 1897 

and opened on 1st May 1897 under 

the charge of Sister Ursula Bruton.  

By the end of 1897 there were 47 

girls attending the St. Columba’s Col-

lege  

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

U3A PROGRAM 


