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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members,
It was just a matter of six weeks ago that you received the last Newsletter (No 240), but much has happened in the time
that has elapsed since then.
Of course, the event which has had the biggest impact on us as a Society, was the great news that we received in late
May informing us that the State Government, through Heritage Victoria, had granted us $1.5 million from the 2017
Budget to enable our Courthouse to be restored. The consequent visit on Friday, May 26th of the Minister for Planning,
Hon.Richard Wynne, Mr Danny Pearson, Member for Essendon and Tim Smith, Steven Avery and Emily McLean from
Heritage Victoria, was an occasion to remember for the 25 members who were in attendance when the announcement
was officially made and the large cheque was presented. (see Mary’s report and photographs on pages 4 and 5).
The monthly General Meetings have been well attended, and I believe that those who have been attending are enjoying
the comforts of the “Windy Hill” Venue. We have been privileged to have two of our Life Members as Guest Speakers
in recent months. In April (on Anzac Day), Elaine Brogan, the President of the Friends of Will Will Rook Pioneer
Cemetery, gave us a talk on the rural cemetery located on ten acres of land in Camp Road, Broadmeadows.
Peter Willoughby was the Guest Speaker at our May Meeting. Peter gave us an interesting talk on the little known
ammunition depot that was established on Defence land in East Keilor (on the west side of Milleara Road) and was used
for the storage and transport of ammunition during World War II. This land is now a residential area which was
developed as The Pavilions Estate. We greatly appreciate the contribution made by Elaine and Peter in sharing their
research on aspects of our district and surrounds that are not widely known.
On Tuesday, May 23rd (the day of our May Meeting), Mary Cahill, Alex Bragiola and I accepted an invitation to attend a
Reception at Government House hosted by the Governor of Victoria, Hon. Linda Dessau, AC. Members of Historical
Societies who contributed to the highly successful RHSV Publication, “Remembering Melbourne” were invited to
attend. After a welcome by the Governor and morning refreshments, we were given the opportunity of looking through
the main rooms on the lower level. The magnificent Ballroom was the highlight from my point of view. Mary, Alex and
I enjoyed the opportunity of looking through this beautiful building.
We continue to receive many requests for assistance electronically and Mary sends these on to our researchers for follow
-up. It is interesting to note that we seem to be handling a lot more queries since our fire.
Marilyn Kenny, assisted by Bob Mackay, Sue Wright and Lenore Frost, has put together a considerable amount of
material to mark the Centenary of the Baby Health Centre Movement (now known as the Maternal & Child Health
Service). The material has been on display at the Sam Merrifield, Niddrie and Avondale Heights Libraries over the
month of June. Marilyn spoke briefly of the history of the Baby Health Centres at a morning tea to which past staff
members of the various centres were invited.
Terry and Julie Scott, Elaine Brogan and I attended the Conference of the Association of Eastern Historical Societies
(AOEHS) at Ringwood on Saturday last, June 24th. Terry and Julie gave a power-point presentation relating to our
tragic fire and its challenging aftermath. We will report on this in our next Newsletter.
I wish to draw your attention to the coming Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Essendon Historical Society which
will be held at “Windy Hill” on July 25th (see page 5). All Offices will be declared vacant and the 2017-18 Committee
will be elected at this meeting. We always look forward to having new members on the Committee. If you would like to
nominate someone, or join the Committee yourself, please ensure that you put a nomination in. Nomination Forms are
available from our Secretary, Mary Cahill. Nominations must be received by her a week prior to the AGM.
Our Treasurer, Terry Scott, will be sending out a special mail-out in July which will include the 2017-18 Membership
Renewal and details of our August Dinner Meeting. I hope that the Annual Dinner is well supported.
Bob Chalmers (President)
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SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.
RESTORATION FUND
We thank the following local Businesses &
Organisations for their generous support

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON
OUR WEBSITE

www.esshissoc.org.au
Email Address esshissoc@mail.com

Paul McDonald Real Estate
Brad Teal Real Estate
Rotary Club of Essendon
Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group
Lions Club of Essendon Inc.
We Love Australia Day
Breakfast Committee

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety

TWITTER:

twitter.com/EssHisSoc

THINKING OF A BEQUEST OR A DONATION TO THE ESSENDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY?
Members, you are invited to think of the Essendon Historical Society when attending to your personal affairs.
A kind gesture by you by way of a donation or bequest can make a big contribution to the work of the Society in the future.
Your Solicitor will be able to assist you in drawing up the necessary documents to ensure that any part of your estate left to
us will be used according to your wishes.
Members wishing to make donations to the E.H.S. are reminded that the Essendon Historical Society Museum
Recovery Fund is Tax Deductible.
A Memorial to Captain Bridges’ mount,
“Sandy” is yet to be erected on the land
in Maribyrnong owned by the Defence
Department, but the funds have been
made available and it is expected that
this Monument will be unveiled on
Anzac Day, 2018.
Heritage panels (storyboards) relating to
“The Essendon Rifles”, Major General
COMMITTEE UPDATE
. H. E. (Pompey) Elliott, William Scurry,
Lieut. Rupert Vance Moon, VC, and
A Meeting of the Moonee Valley Anzac Capt Charles Denehy, DSO which were
Centenary Committee was held on
to be erected as part of the Avenue of
Monday evening, June 6th, chaired by
Honour on the north bank of the
Cr Jim Cusack in the absence of the
Maribyrnong River, are now to be
Mayor, Cr. Andrea Surace.
installed in Heinze Reserve (opposite
the Keilor East R.S.L. Clubrooms in
The Meeting was a short one and the
2018.
discussion mainly referred to reports on
events that had taken place. However,
Our new memorial at the gates of
the Committee will continue to meet
Queens Park were well featured in the
until 2018, as the Centenary of the end most recent 58/32 Infantry Battalion
of World War I and the return of our
Newsletter.
soldiers will also be celebrated.
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It is hoped that some special gala event
can be organised in late 2018 to mark
the Centenary of the end of hostilities

O.B.E. FOR EVERETT REYNOLDS

Congratulations are in order for the
hard working Secretary of the 58/32
Infantry Battalion Association, Everett
Reynolds, who was listed in the recent
Queen’s Birthday Honours List.
Ev. has been awarded with an Order of
Australia Medal (O.A.M.) for his service
to Veterans and their families. Ev. (who,
in addition to holding the office of
Secretary for the past five years, fills
many roles within the 58/32
Association (including Editor of the
Newsletter) and he is very deserving of
the honour bestowed upon him.
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THE MEDIA RELEASE

COURTHOUSE RECOVERY UPDATE

from the Victorian Government to the Office of
Danny Pearson, MP (Member for Essendon)
Outstanding news - $1,500,000 grant!
On 26 May 2017, Minister for Planning, Richard Wynne,
Moonee Ponds Court House To Get The
together with Danny Pearson, Member for Essendon,
Revamp It Deserves
announced that EHS would receive a grant of $1.5 million,
26th
May
2017
in addition to the $400,000 ($300,000 from Heritage
Victoria and $100,000 from the Crown Lands Department) The Andrews Labor Government is restoring one of Moonee
already promised This is fabulous news.
Ponds’ most cherished heritage assets, the Moonee Ponds
Court House.
As reported previously, the initial grants of $400,000 will be
to make the courthouse ‘safe and watertight’. An architect Minister for Planning Richard Wynne and Member for
has been appointed as project manager. We hope to have a Essendon Danny Pearson today announced a $1.5 million
grant from the Labor Government’s Living Heritage Program,
new slate roof, new upper level windows and re-wiring of which is giving communities all over Victoria the resources to
the Courthouse by October this year.
protect our treasured heritage.
With the latest funding announcement, we can now plan
for Stage 2 which is the restoration of the whole courthouse. Work on the external surface includes attention to
the brickwork, damp-proof course and repairs to the lower
windows. The internal work on the courtroom and the side
rooms will include the repair of the courtroom ceiling,
installation of heating and ventilation, fire protection,
rectification of the sub-floor structure and flooring, repairs
to the plaster, re-painting and the upgrading of the lighting.
For Stage 2, we will need to obtain costing estimates so
that priorities can be established.
I wish to emphasise that the financial support which we
have received from EHS members and the community has
been significant in obtaining the grant from Heritage
Victoria. Also we are most grateful for the work of the
Member for Essendon, Danny Pearson, who has been
extremely supportive and a great advocate for the restoration of the courthouse.
There is a lot of work involved in the restoration and we
have a long road ahead of us. However we all look forward
to when the Courthouse is restored and is a magnificent
community resource once again.
Mary Cahill

Mary Cahill, Terry Scott
and Bob Chalmers receiving
the $1.5 million cheque from
Danny Pearson, MP and
Hon Richard Wynne on
behalf of the Victorian
Government.

The former Moonee Ponds Court House was built in 1890
and operated as a court house until the mid-1970s.
In 2016, fire engulfed the heritage-listed building, destroying
the roof and damaging the period timber woodwork.
It remains in a state of disrepair.
The Government has already committed $300,000 to
complete emergency works to save the building.
Our renewed investment will reconstruct new timber ceilings
and joinery, complete floor repairs and provide new fire
safety measures.
Our heritage is a reminder of our bold history and our statelisted assets give suburbs and towns a great sense of pride.
A $5 million boost to the Living Heritage Program in the
Victorian Budget 2017/18 will protect these iconic assets for
years to come.
Quotes attributable to Minister for Planning Richard
Wynne
“Nothing says Moonee Ponds like the Moonee Ponds Court House. It’s
the community’s history and its story, and we must protect it for future
generations to cherish.”
“We need to take great care of our heritage assets – and these repairs
and upgrades will ensure this treasured location will remain part of our
identity for many decades to come.”
Quotes attributable to Member for Essendon Danny
Pearson
“When the Moonee Ponds Court House was engulfed by fire we knew
we had to act. We took immediate action to protect the structure, and
now we’re safeguarding its future.”
“The Essendon Historical Society was determined to pick up the pieces
and once again become a valued resource our whole community can
enjoy. We’re glad to have helped them reach their vision.”
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E.H.S. President, Bob Chalmers thanks
Member for Essendon, Danny Pearson and
the Hon. Richard Wynne for their support

Tim Smith of Heritage Victoria holds the
cheque to enable Hon Richard Wynne to add
his Signature.

A group of happy E.H.S. Members witness the
memorable occasion
Below:Tim Smith talks with E.H.S. members

Left: Hon Richard Wynne
addresses the throng

Thanks to Julie Scott
and Emma Thege for
the photographs

Notice of Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 25th July 2017
In accordance with the Constitution of Positions for which nominations are
the Essendon Historical Society (Rule
invited in accordance with Rule 43 are:
No 29), members are hereby notified
President
that the Annual General Meeting of
Vice President (1)
Essendon Historical Society Inc. will be
Secretary
held at the Sam Merrifield Library,
Treasurer
Moonee Ponds on
Ordinary Members (5)
TUESDAY, 25th JULY 2017
Nominations for the above positions
commencing at 7.30 p.m.
must be received in writing by the
The Agenda shall include
Secretary on the official nomination
form by the close of business (4 p.m.)
1)
The confirmation of the
by Tuesday 18th July, 2017.
Minutes of the 2016 AGM
Mail to
2)
The reception of reports covering
activities of the Society in
The Secretary (EHS)
2016/17
P.O. Box 557
Essendon, 3040
3)
The reception of the Financial
Statement for the Year Ending
Nomination Forms are available on
June 30th 2017
request from the
Secretary,
4)
Ratification of Subscriptions for
Mary Cahill (Tel: 9370 7296)
2017/18
A list of Nominations will be displayed
5)
The Election of Office Bearers
at the Sam Merrifield Library (Local
and members of the Committee History Section) from Sunday, July 23rd
of Management for the ensuing
(1.00 pm to 5.00 pm).
year.
6)

Other Business of which notice
has been given.
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MEMBERSHIP FEES
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2017/18
The Annual Subscription Fees for the
coming year fall due after 30/6/2017.
The current Subscriptions are as
lows:
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
DUAL MEMBERSHIP

fol-

$30—00
$50—00

STUDENT CONCESSION $20—00
Fees for the coming year will be
confirmed at the Annual General
Meeting.
To assist the Treasurer, members are
asked not to renew their Membership
until after the close of the Financial
Year (June 30th, 2017).
A Membership Renewal Form will be
posted to all members by the Treasurer
in a special mail-out.
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At that time the east bank of the creek was in the City of
Coburg, now City of Moreland, and the west bank, now in
the City of Moonee Valley, was in the Shire of Broadmeadows.

WALKING OVER WATER
(A Pedestrian Bridge in Strathmore)

In the aftermath of a torrential downpour associated with a
high intensity thunderstorm that broke over metropolitan
Melbourne in the afternoon of Christmas Day 1933, a
surging wall of floodwater rising to 7.3 metres above the
creek bed at Gaffney Street tore down the valley and swept
the bridge away.

By Peter Willoughby
Tucked away in the north east corner of the City of
Moonee Valley is a footbridge over the Moonee Ponds
Creek linking Gaffney Street, Strathmore with Gaffney
Street, Pascoe Vale.
Principally serving local needs and Strathmore residents
using the Pascoe Vale Train Station it is also a collectordistributor point on the Moonee Ponds Creek Trail shared
pedestrian and cycle path between Woodlands Historic
Park in Greenvale and Footscray Road, Docklands.

The respective council engineers decided that its
replacement would be a suspension bridge with the deck
height to be above the recently experienced peak flood
level. Coburg managed the construction works employing
depression time sustenance labour.
Picture 2 – Second Bridge from West Bank

The present bridge is the third to have been erected at this
site.
The first was privately constructed by the Peck family in
1903. This family were also the builders of the nearby early
substantial homes of ‘Lebanon’ (1882) in Windora Street,
“Hiawatha” (1890-91) in Kilburn Street, and the adjacent
to the bridge ‘Wannaeue’ (1886) in Pascoe Vale Road.

Second bridge from west bank 1963
SLV. KJ Halla Collection

Picture 1 – Original Bridge 1927 (“Argus”)

The new bridge was a more complex construction than the
original with the required deck elevation achieved by laying
the support cables over tall wooden trestle saddles erected
on each bank and suspending the deck on vertical wire
hangers clamped to them. Chain wire safety fences were
placed between the longitudinally laid deck planks and the
timber handrails.

It was a suspension bridge of simple form consisting of
low slung woven steel wire cables strung between short,
stayed wooden posts on each bank to which the crosstimbered deck was attached. For pedestrian safety the voids
between the suspension cable handrails and deck were
lined with woven wire mesh.

This type of bridge will always sway in the wind, which
may be why they get incorrectly called swing bridges, and
develop a wave-like movement underfoot when walked on,
making it an unpleasant experience for some users.

In 1927 about 100 ratepayers of Broadmeadows and
Coburg petitioned their councils to conjointly take control
of the bridge. The Peck family, who owned the bridge and
the land on both sides of the creek and had always allowed
the public free use of it, were prepared to hand over and
transfer the land to the councils provided they took over
the bridge. The councils acceded to the ratepayers request
and Peck family land offer to become owners of the bridge
and its approaches.
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Picture 3 – To Pascoe Vale

To Pascoe Vale
SLV.
KJ Halla Collection
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It was often a great source of enjoyment for groups of
ON THE ROAD TO THE GOLDFIELDS
boys who would gather at a central point and rock it from
side to side in order to set the deck in motion like a
by Brian Watson
pendulum or jump and down in particular spots to
generate multiple deck waves before attempting to run
across the moving platform without coming a cropper. The Mt Alexander Rd. provides a rich historical path for those
second stunt was considered real good fun when applied to who wish to venture it and its surrounds. Layers of history
little old ladies making the crossing.
have built up over time. Unpacking this provides insight
about the formation of Melbourne’s Western suburbs as
Since Mr Halla photographed the bridge in 1963 it has
been replaced by a 35 metre span robust, low maintenance, integral to the development of a burgeoning city. In 1984,
reinforced concrete decked model with the steel handrails we bought an old house in Ascot Vale. This provided a
above open form partially mesh grilled steel side panels and special interest in the area and a particular interest in local
flood mitigation work by the Melbourne Metropolitan
history. The house is situated behind the famous Laurel
Board of Works has transformed the once natural
Hotel on Mount Alexander Road, opposite Dan Murphy’s
meanderings of the creek into a formal, curvilinear, part
Liquor Store. I have learnt this area was once called
concrete walled stormwater drain.
Flemington, and I am not far from the original
Picture 4 – View to Strathmore. 2017
McCracken’s property, now owned by the Church of
Scientology.
When we arrived in the district, the current site for Dan
Murphy’s, was occupied by Claude Neon Lights (Vic) Ltd.
I was aware even then, of their involvement with the iconic
neon sign in Abbotsford, advertising Skipping Girl
Vinegar.
PW
Among other collectables I have acquired over time, are
old colourful business letterheads. These offer rare and
invaluable information about broad aspects of local
Next time you pass that way, whether riding your bike,
history. Recently a collector friend found me a letterhead,
jogging or walking the ‘Trail’, or popping into Red Rooster referring to an earlier occupant of the Claude Neon site.
on the former ‘Wannaeue’ site for a snack, pause for a
moment or two at this creek crossing point to muse on the
convenience these simple bridges have provided traversers
since 1903 and the contrasting beauty of the remaining old
treetop canopies above and the ugliness of the utilitarian
channel below.
View to
Strathmore. 2017

Footnotes
1.
A swing bridge pivots on a support at or near its
centre and moves horizontally to allow the passage
of ships.
2. KJ Halla is a hobby photographer and resident of the
City of Moonee Valley. Many items from his photograph collection of post WW2 Melbourne buildings
and structures donated to the State Library of Victoria
appear on the library website.

Examination of Sands and McDougall’s directories from
the early 1900’s, reveal the Claude Neon site was occupied
by Neale Ads (Vic) Pty Ltd. Their aforementioned letterhead is reproduced above. Contents of the letter illustrates
Sources
their keen interest in providing commercial signage to
Age, Melbourne 27 April 1934.
businesses, providing a connection between companies
Argus, Melbourne 24 June 1927.
Berger I, Healy D, Tilley M, Bascule and Swing Bridges, Roads and liaising beneficially with councils.
and Maritime Services, New South Wales, 2015.
The language of these old letterheads is often locked into
Broome R, Coburg – Between Two Creeks, Lothian, Melthe distinctive style of writing of the time. The tone was
bourne, 1987.
Mackay R, The Grand Mansions of Essendon and District, editor quite leisurely, polite and respectful, embellished with
expressions of gratitude for custom and service, “We
Cahill M, Essendon Historical Society, Moonee Ponds,
2013.
Know What That Word Means”.
State Library of Victoria, KJ Halla Photograph Collection.
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Venturing back to very early times, The Laurel Hotel was
CENTENARY OF THE MATERNAL &
established in 1853, to cater for the booming trade coming
CHILD HEALTH SERVICE
up ‘the track’ on its way to the goldfields. These people
had usually endured a difficult, approximately six-week,
voyage on a sailing ship without many of the conveniences During the month of June displays have been set up in our
local libraries, at Moonee Ponds, Niddrie and Avondale
of today.
Heights, to mark the Centenary of the Baby Health
In fact, on their arrival at the entrance to Port Phillip Bay Centres (known today as the Maternal & Child Health
‘the heads’ could easily be missed, as the entrance to the Service). The first Baby Health Centre was opened up in
bay is narrow and tends to blend into the landscape, Richmond in 1917. The first Baby Health Centre in our
especially in bad weather. Similarly, on making their way up area was established in the cloakroom of the Essendon
the bay to around where Williamstown is today, the bay Town Hall in January 1923. In 1926 it was relocated to a
shallowed due to the silt which had washed down the building erected on the corner of Pascoe Vale Road and St.
rivers for thousands of years. After taking to the rowing Thomas Street (re-named Kellaway Avenue in 1955).
boats and heading up the river again, it was easy to miss The material for the displays was collected by Marilyn
the Yarra where it joined the Maribyrnong River.
Kenny, assisted by Bob Mackay, Sue Wright and Lenore
So not surprisingly, those heading for the ‘diggings’ had
many trials and tribulations to overcome to reach the
goldfields. Later arrivals were also regularly held up by
bushrangers when going through the Black Forest near
Mount Macedon.

Frost.
The Moonee Valley Council hosted an event on Tuesday,
June 20th for past and present staff members of our Baby
Health Centres (of which there are currently ten under the
control of the City of Moonee Valley.

Mount Alexander Road would not be recognisable to those We thank Marilyn and her helpers for the work that they
early arrivals and settlers. By our standards, it has quite a have put in to collecting the interesting material that is curhistory. Catering for the initial journeying of Burke and rently on display.
Wills and paving the way for visits from Queen Elizabeth
and many luminaries over the years. Within its vicinity, it
holds the secret to the illumination of the famous
‘Skipping Girl’ and housed businesses who recognised in
1926, the commercial potential of signage along an arterial
road. A wide and much travelled road from the heart of
Melbourne, through the hub of activity of the inner city
and suburbs, to the vast fields beyond.
The diggers of the goldrush would no doubt be
mesmerised by the barrage of road signage and billboards
visible today. It is amusing to think that the emotive quest
motivating Neale Ads “Indicators are urgently needed”
initially fell on deaf ears….. Or maybe those in search of
the elusive nuggets, would now simply check Google maps
and use a GPS to navigate their way! Layers and layers of
history there!

“Off to the Diggings” by Samuel Charles Brees
His View of Mount Alexander Road at Flemington Bridge
(National Library of Australia)
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Above: and bottom Left—Sam Merrifield Library
Bottom right—The Niddrie Library Display
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THE BIRD-LIFE OF QUEEN’S PARK

Mallard

Wood Duck
Without a doubt, one of the most popular and attractive
places in the City of Moonee Valley is Queen’s Park.
Situated in a prominent part of Moonee Ponds, opposite
our Municipal Triangle, and bounded by two of our
busiest roads, it is a peaceful refuge for those who wish to,
for a short time, escape from the hustle and bustle of their
day-to-day lives and spend some quiet moments beside the
lake.

Black Duck

Chestnut Teal

By far the most common ducks to be seen are the black
duck (in large numbers), the maned goose (or wood duck)
and the beautiful chestnut teal. (the smallest of the ducks.
The black ducks and wood ducks can often be seen feeding
on the well manicured lawns and are easily approached.
Several pairs of hardheads (white eyed) ducks, visited the
park briefly.

I must confess that I am a frequent visitor to this beautiful
place, and in recent months, I have been taking note of
and photographing the many species of birds that frequent
the park.

White eyed Duck (hardhead)
Little Grebe
Most of the birds observed in Queen’s Park are native to
Australia, although a number of introduced species are also For a short while, a solitary Australasian grebe visited the
present. I have, over the past two months, observed about park. Grebes are hard to photograph, as they spend a lot of
time “duck-diving” in search of food.
35 different species within the boundaries of the park.
The most common of the introduced birds are the Indian
myna, the spotted turtle dove, the rock dove (common
pigeon) and occasionally, a blackbird. Surprisingly, I have
seen very few sparrows or starlings in the immediate
vicinity, although they are regular inhabitants of our local
urban landscape.
Silver gulls (the scavengers of the bird world) are present in
large numbers, and thrive on the food scraps and bread
that children use to feed the ducks.

Most of the birds seen on, or at the edge of the lake, are
native species. However, a solitary male mallard duck can
be seen on most days, swimming in the lake or feeding in
the water. The mallard, easily recognised as a large bird
with an iridescent green head, is a native of the Northern
Hemisphere but was introduced to Australia and New
Zealand many years ago.

Several species of cormorants can be found at Queens
Park—the little pied (very common), the large black and
the little black. They feed on fish which they catch by
diving under the surface of the lake. They can often be
seen on the edge of the lake or in a dead tree, with their
wings stretched out to dry. Unlike ducks, they have no oil
on their feathers and after spending time in the water, they
become heavy and water-logged, so they have to spend
time in the sun “drying off”.
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Until recent times it was rare to see parrots or cockatoos in
our urban area, but now they are plentiful. I was amazed,
one day, to witness a flock of 100+ corellas flying over the
park, making a terrible noise. White (sulphur crested)
cockatoos screech loudly as they fly overhead or settle in
the trees, and the rainbow lorikeet is present in large
numbers.

The Large Black Corrmorant

Sulphur Crested Cockatoo

Pied Cormorants

Rainbow Lorikeets

The most unexpected sightings as far as the water-birds are
concerned, were brief visits by a lone pelican and a white
ibis

Australian Pelican

White Ibis

Water-fowl, like the black ducks, are plentiful. There are
two types of water fowl that frequent the lake—the dusky
moor-hen (with its red frontal shield and beak) and the
Australasian coot (with a white frontal shield).

Corella

Because of a lack of bush and undergrowth at Queens
Park, the smaller birds, such as wrens and thornbills do not
frequent the park. However, the willie wagtail can often be
seen.

There are also very few species of honeyeaters at Queens
Park at this time of the year, although, no doubt, silvereyes
and white plumed honeyeaters would be occasional
I have, during my recent visits, seen only one black swan
visitors. The most conspicuous of the honeyeaters that can
(tagged P46). This bird is the surviving member of a pair of be found here is the red wattlebird.
swans who settled at Queens Park several years ago.
Unfortunately, vandals killed the female swan and, as swans
mate for life, this lovely creature now is forced to spend his
This one was photographed
life alone.
f eeding on nectar from trees near
Dusky Moorhen

Eurasian Coot

the sound shell.
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The elusive butcherbird is recognised by its melodious call.
WATCH OUT FOR THE CROCODILE
It frequents the tree-tops, is continually on the move and is
Did you know that there is a crocodile on one of the
difficult to photograph, but I was lucky enough to secure
islands of the lake? Well, here’s proof this snap one day.

Another bird that can be easily identified by its call but is
usually on the wing is the pied currawong. Currawongs,
once rare in our district, are now quite common.
But the old croc’ didn’t seem to worry this brave pied
The white backed magpie and the Australian raven are very cormorant.
common in the area and are present at Queens Park
throughout the year.

And the mudlark is always
present, fossiking among the
rocks on the edge of the lake
in search of small insects.

One of the favourite past-times of children of all ages is to
visit Queen’s Park and feed the ducks. Unfortunately this
practice is not good for the bird-life or for the health of
the lake. The greedy ducks and water hens congregate to
One species of bird that has been known to reside in the
park but is very difficult to find is the nankeen night heron. eat the bread crumbs and scraps thrown to them, but this
This large, rufous coloured nocturnal bird spends most of is not part of their natural diet and many become bloated
and die as a result. The left-over scraps also pollute the
the time during the day roosting in trees on islands in the
water causing further health issues for the birds that make
lake, but I was fortunate one day to capture one as it setthe lake their home. If we cherish the lovely environment
tled in a tree at the north end of the lake shortly before
of Queen’s Park and value the wild-life within it, we must
dusk.
obey the signs and resist the temptation to feed the birds.

Photographs taken by
Bob Chalmers 2017
2
The photograph on the right was taken from the internet.
Nankeen night herons have been known to nest in the
park.
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NEW MEMBERS

E.H.S. DINNER MEETING

***COMING EVENTS***
GENERAL MEETINGS

We are delighted to welcome Charles
Sowerwine and Susan Foley of
Moonee Ponds and Michelle Laurent
of Keilor East as new members of the
Essendon Historical Society. We look
forward to meeting up with you at our
General Meetings or other E.H.S.
Activities in the coming months.

The Essendon Historical Society was
established in 1970, so this Annual
Dinner marks the Society’s 47th
Anniversary. This will be held at the
Windy Hill Function Centre on
Tuesday, August 22nd.

Our Guest Speaker will be Bob
Prewett. Bob is the Archivist of the
local 58/32nd Battalion Association
U3A PROGRAM
and is very interested in local units.
The Essendon Historical Society will He has been involved with the CMF
once again be conducting a series of and Army Reserve for a period of 23
talks for members of the U3A during years and has been interested in
reading about and studying military
the Second Semester. The Program
history for over 50 years.
will be held at the Sam Merrifield
Library over a period of ten weeks
Our Treasurer, Terry Scott, will be
each Thursday morning, commencing sending out invitations for the
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 19th.
Annual Dinner next month which
This is open to U3A members only. will give you the details of the cost
and the time of arrival etc.
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE

© 2017 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without
permission of the Essendon Historical Society.

Meetings
APPEAL FOR ITEMS
The Society will continue to meet on
The E.H.S. Newsletter, produced the fourth Tuesday of each month,
five times each year, is an important from February to December.
vehicle for keeping members up to
General Meetings, unless notified
date with events and activities which
otherwise, will be held in the
are being organised by the Society.
Hi Marquee Room at “Windy Hill
However, it is also important that it
Receptions”, cnr Napier Street,
contains interesting material relating
and Brewster Street, Essendon,
to the district and its rich history, of
commencing at 7.30 pm
which each of you is a part. I urge
you to seriously consider composing Courthouse Museum
an article for our next publication. Due to severe damage caused by the
It will be gratefully received.
fire, the Courthouse Museum will be
The Editor out of action until further notice.
E.H.S. Postal Address
Please note that all correspondence
should be addressed to:
The Secretary, (E.H.S.)
P.O. Box 557
Essendon, 3040

The Newsletter
The deadline for the next E.H.S.
Newsletter is August 1st, 2017.
Material forwarded before this
date would be greatly appreciated.
Members are encouraged to
provide items of local interest.
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**TUESDAY, JUNE 27th**
At Windy Hill Function Centre
cnr Napier & Brewster Streets
Essendon
Commencing at 7.30 pm
Guest Speaker
Alister Monger (Professional Firefighter)
“Fighting the Courthouse Fire”
This day marks the 1st Anniversary of
the Disastrous Fire

**TUESDAY, JULY 25th**
THE ANNUAL MEETING
and
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
for 2017-18
At Windy Hill Function Centre
Commencing at 7.30 pm

**TUESDAY, AUGUST 22nd**
E.H.S. DINNER MEETING
At “Windy Hill Function Centre”
Guest Speaker
Robert Prewett
“Some Essendon Boys in France
in WWI”

E.H.S. Contact Details
PRESIDENT:
Bob Chalmers
Ph: 9379 2750
SECRETARY:
Mary Cahill
Ph: 9370 7296
TREASURER:
Terry Scott
Ph: 9300 2747
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:
Bob Chalmers
Ph: 9379 2750
Email address:
bchalmers7@bigpond.com

