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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 

 Dear Members, 

Here it is—the start of a New Year—and I hope that you have all had a relaxing Christmas and New Year Period and 

are ready to face the challenges that 2017 has in store for each of us. 

I can say with full confidence, that 2017 will be a better year than 2016 as far as the Essendon Historical Society is con-

cerned. The second half of 2016, following our disastrous fire, proved to be very challenging, but I am very grateful in 

particular to our local State Member, Danny Pearson (MP) our Secretary, Mary Cahill, Treasurer, Terry Scott and other 

members of the Courthouse Recovery Committee, Peter Bromley and others, for the support that they have given to the 

EHS in these difficult times. It is largely through their efforts, and that of you, our members and the local community,   

that the State Government has promised us a total of $400,000 to stabilise and secure the Courthouse. We thank each 

and every one of you who has contributed in any way to assist our recovery and on going operation. 

However, as Mary points out in her report, we still have a long way to go before we can return to our normal operations. 

We hope that some time in the year ahead we may be able to find temporary accommodation so that we are able to 

make our resources available to the general public, as we have done over the previous years from our lovely Heritage 

listed Courthouse. 

In November, the Rotary Club of Essendon, organised nostalgic journeys on a steam train, departing from Essendon, as 

a special Fund Raiser for the EHS, and we sincerely thank President, Maria, Richard Lawrence, Steve Chandler and the 

other members of the Rotary Club for their efforts, which raised in excess of $10,000. We are also very appreciative for 

the volunteers who gave up their day to supervise the carriages. It was a most memorable occasion. 

We operated two Street Stalls in Puckle Street in the week preceding Christmas. To the Members who manned the table, 

again I say a big “Thank You”. This exposure gave us the opportunity of meeting up with many people, who stopped to 

have a chat, and we were able to raise over $2000 over the two days. Thank you Valentino, for the lovely “honey joys” 

you made to help us increase our profits. 

After a short break over Christmas/New Year, our Cataloguing Committee (Judy Maddigan, Anna Denham, Anna 

Maree Malmgren and Rod McLennan) have been back on the job, operating from the basement of the Niddrie Library 

each Monday morning. They have been working largely on our library and photograph collection. Anna has completed 

the task of compiling a data base to enable articles in our Newsletters to be more easily accessed. 

We have arranged with Marika at the Windy Hill Function Centre, for our monthly General Meetings to be held there 

during 2017, but are planning to hold our May Meeting in one of our historic homes, as we have done in past years. It is 

good to see so many of our members, late last year, taking the opportunity of having a meal in the Bistro before the start 

of the Meeting. This is a good way of  returning the favour to Windy Hill for making their facilities available to us. 

Our Committee Meetings have been held at the Municipal Offices and we thank Sharon Keppel for arranging space for 

us each month to enable us to conduct our meetings in comfort. 

Please take note of the notice on Page 12 relating to the Production of “Whose Afraid of Virginia Woolf?” being put on 

by the Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group on Friday, March 3rd. The takings of that night will be donated to the         

Essendon Historical Society. So please make a booking to attend this show. 

Five years ago (late 2011) we sent out a Questionnaire to all of our members to give them a chance to give us some feed 

back on different aspects on the functioning of our Society. We plan to repeat the exercise in the near future so that we 

are catering for you needs and satisfactorily meeting your expectations. A new Questionnaire will be sent to you in the 

near future. 

I look forward to catching up with those of you who are able to attend our first Meeting for 2017 on February 28th. It is 

a Show and Tell Night, so see if you can find something of interest from your home that you can share with us. 

Bob Chalmers (President) 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address esshissoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.      

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses 

for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Bendigo Bank—East Keilor 

Bendigo Bank—Strathmore 

Bendigo Bank—Flemington 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

 

 

Members, you are invited to think of the Essendon Historical Society when attending to your personal affairs.  

A kind gesture by you by way of a donation or bequest can make a big contribution to the work of the Society in the future. 

Your Solicitor will be able to assist you in drawing up the necessary documents to ensure that any part of your estate left to 

us will be used according to your wishes. 

Members wishing to make donations to the E.H.S. are  reminded that the Essendon Historical Society Museum              

Restoration Fund is Tax Deductible.    

THINKING OF A BEQUEST OR A DONATION TO THE ESSENDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY? 

   .  

Because of the changes to the Moonee 

Valley City Council following the No-

vember Council Elections and the time 

required in setting up sub-committees, 

there has only been one meeting of this 

committee since the last Newsletter.  

Jan Chantry, who chaired this group 

since its inception in 2014, lost her seat 

on Council, and has been replaced by 

Cr Jim Cusack. Thanks to Jan for the 

work that she has done in chairing the 

meetings over the past two years. 

 ESSENDON RIFLES BOOK 

Judy Maddigan has completed a new 

edition of her book “Essendon Rifles” 

financed largely by a Commonwealth 

Government Grant. 

This book will be launched at the Nid-

drie Library on  Thursday, 30 March at 

6 p.m. 

This book details the history of the 58th 

Battalion  

ANZAC WALL 

The Anzac Wall, featuring the names of 

all  local soldiers of the 58th Battalion 

who died in WWI, is to be erected just 

inside the gates of Queens Park and has 

now been placed in the hands of the 

Moonee Valley Council.  At this stage 

the completion and unveiling of this 

memorial has yet to be confirmed.  

   

DONATIONS RECEIVED 

We are very grateful for the number 

of people and organisations that 

have donated money to help us re-

cover from the loss caused by the 

fire in June. Treasurer, Terry Scott 

has provided the following break 

down of donations received and the 

number of donors. 

Members $16,645—00 (118) 

Societies: $  6,750—00 (  34) 

Community $17,957—95 (137) 

TOTAL $41, 352—95 (289) 

These figures do not include the 

money raised for the Steam Train 

Day or the Australia Day Breakfast. 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATE 
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Government Grants 

Just prior to Christmas, Danny Pearson MP gave us     

wonderful news.  The State Government will allocate   

$300 000, in addition to the $100 000 (which was          

previously promised), for building works to stabilise,     

protect and ‘make safe’ the Courthouse.  This announce-

ment was most welcome.  Many thanks to Danny Pearson 

for his representation and advocacy on this project. 

It needs to be emphasised that our local efforts 

(fundraising, emails and letter writing) have been critical in 

obtaining the government grant.  These efforts have    

demonstrated to the government that the restoration of the 

Courthouse is a major issue with the community – so well 

done and thank you to all contributors.  From little things, big 

things grow. 

The other important point is that we still have a long way 

to go.  There will need to be future fundraising and       

activities to reach our final goal of restoration of the  

Courthouse. 

Local Fundraising 

The community has been very generous in its fundraising 

efforts for the Courthouse restoration.  We are soon to 

receive funding arising from the Steam Train Day          

organised by the Rotary Club of Essendon and also from 

the Australia Day Breakfast.  It is likely that we will exceed 

our local fundraising target of $50 000. 

Alternative Venue 

We are extremely grateful to MVCC for organising the use 

of the basement of the Niddrie library so that we can have 

access to our most critical resources.  However we need an 

alternative venue so that we can store all the EHS         

collection and can resume face-to-face contact with the 

public to answer their queries re house/family history.   

Any suggestions?       

        Mary Cahill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than 200 people, including about 30 EHS members, 

attended the Breakfast on Australia Day at the Moonee 

Valley Bowling Club in Queen’s Park.  It was a great     

success. 

Guest speaker was Bill Shorten MP Leader of the          

Opposition and Member for Maribyrnong.  Mr Shorten 

spoke about the positive contribution which senior citizens 

can make to Australian society and how the talents of older 

persons need to be better utilised by the government and 

the community. 

The funds raised by the Breakfast will be directed towards 

the Moonee Ponds Courthouse Restoration.  Many thanks 

to the organising committee of Judy Maddigan,    Alan 

Murphy, Rosemary McKenzie and Sam Pennisi. 

By Mary Cahill 

Jan Chantry and Justin Madden with Hon Bill Shorten and his 

young daughter   Photos: Courtesy of Justin Madden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon Bill Shorten speaks at the Australia Day Breakfast  

 

COURTHOUSE RECOVERY UPDATE AUSTRALIA DAY BREAKFAST 

The advertising sign was 

erected in the Memorial    

Garden to inform people   

passing how they can keep in 

touch with us. It has been 

provided by one of our     

Sponsors—Paul McDonald 

Real Estate 
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Mary Cahill (Secretary) and Kelsey Collins (Vice President) 

recently paid a visit to Marj Conning at her Bundoora   

residence to present her with a special Certificate. 

The Long and Loyal Service Award recognises Marj’s   

continuous membership of the Essendon Historical      

Society for a period of 43 years. 

Prior to moving from her Stanley Street home, Marj, one 

of our “senior” members, was a regular supporter of the 

E.H.S. and attended many of our Meetings and Activities, 

including our annual Fireside Readings. 

For many years she made herself available to undertake 

duty on Sunday afternoons, welcoming visitors to the 

Courthouse, and contributed to the Newsletter with articles 

relating to her long standing connection with the district. 

Thank you Marj, for your long and loyal service. We know 

that this Certificate will be displayed proudly.  

Kelsey Collins presents Marj. Conning with her Certificate 

Photo by Mary Cahill 

 

 

 

As is the custom each Australia Day, a large number of 

local citizens throughout Australia, are honoured with  

various prestigious Awards in recognition of the valuable 

contribution that they have made to their local             

communities.  

In addition, this day is set aside to give people who have 

been born overseas but want to become “dinky di Aussies” 

the opportunity of becoming naturalised Australians. 

 

Among the many who received awards on January 26th, 

2017, were five members of our local community,         

including two who are very well known to us.  

JAN CHANTRY: (Medal of the Order of Australia) 

 

 

Jan is best known to us through her long and dedicated 

service as a former Councillor of the Buckley Park Ward, 

her service extending over a period of 13 years from 2003 

until 2016. Jan served for two terms as Mayor of the City 

of Moonee Valley, in 2005 and 2013. 

Jan has always been a strong advocate for  preserving our 

local heritage, and has been a strong supporter of the    

Essendon Historical Society. In the past two years Jan has 

chaired the Anzac Centenary Committee which was 

formed in 2014 to coordinate activities within the City of 

Moonee Valley recognising the events of WWI.  

 

JUSTIN MADDEN  

(Member of the Order of Australia) 

LONG AND LOYAL SERVICE RECOGNISED 

LOCAL CITIZENS HONOURED 
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Justin Madden first came to our attention as a 19 year old 

ruckman from Airport West who joined the Essendon 

Football Club in 1980 and played 45 senior games with the 

Dons before transferring to Carlton in 1983. He retired 

from football at the end of 1996 after an illustrious career 

with the Blues finishing as a dual premiership player,    

playing 287 games and winning two Best & Fairest Awards.    

It is, however, largely his second career as a politician, and 

his  service to the Parliament of Victoria, for which he has 

gained this latest award. 

Justin, a Member of the Australian Labour Party, won Pre-

Selection for the Province of Doutta Galla in the lead up to 

the 1999 State elections, and when the Labour Party won 

the election, was appointed as the Minister of Sports & 

Recreation. He held many port-folios during a career   

spanning 14 years and in 2010, after being a Member of the 

Legislative Council for 11 years, was elected as the Member 

for Essendon in the Legislative Assembly, replacing Judy 

Maddigan as our local Member. He retired from politics in 

2014 and was succeeded by our current Member, Danny 

Pearson. 

Other local community members to gain recognition were 

ANNE CRONIN  (Medal of the Order of Australia)  

For service to community health and to medical research 

organisations. 

KAREN LEONARD (Medal of the Order of Australia) 

 President of The Lifestart Foundation. For Service to    

international humanitarian organisations. 

KAZIMIERZ GRZESIAK 

 (Medal of the Order of Australia): 

For service to the Polish community of Victoria. 

Congratulations to all five local recipients.  

 

 

I hope you all had a chance to admire our lovely Christmas 

Tree which occupied the site opposite the Town Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again the Essendon Historical Society set up street-

stalls in Puckle Street, Moonee Ponds to raise funds and to 

promote the work of the Society. It was most important, 

especially at this time, because of our limited contact with 

the local community over the past six months, to let the 

public know that in spite of our setback, we were still    

operating. 

We conducted two stalls—on Thursday, December 15th  

and Friday, December 16th—and were delighted by the 

interest shown by passers-by as they searched for that last 

minute gift. The stalls raised a total in excess of $2000.  

We sold many copies of the wonderful book recently   

published by the Royal Historical Society (Remembering 

Melbourne) as well as many copies of our own publica-

tions. We were particularly delighted to have our most   

recent members— Jotica, Pino and Valentino Ioculano of 

Moonee Ponds—helping us out on the Friday. Valentino’s 

Honey Joys were delicious and at a price of $1 each, went 

down well with those passing by. 

Special thanks to all of those members of the E.H.S. who 

helped with the setting up of the stalls and manning them 

over the two days. 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

Eve Park mans our Street Stall on Day 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jotika and Valentino Ioculano (now our youngest member) 

ROTARY CLUB FOUNTAIN SITE 

PUCKLE STREET STALLS 
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Dear Sirs, 

Having just perused the third edition of the North         

Essendon Junction Shopping Guide, the first I have      

received, I would like to supply you with some of the     

answers to queries regarding the early history of this now 

rather prosperous part of the City of Essendon. 

Going back to the years before the First World War, as Mr 

Alston Park has stated, Mr George Park built the first and 

only shop on the eastern side of Mount Road for his sister 

Maggie, and later built the present Milk Bar and shop now 

occupied by Messrs H & E. W. Crapp, Estate Agents. 

The only opposition at this time was a shop and dwelling 

built on the present site of Boundy’s Self Service Store by a 

Mrs Griffin for her son Bert, who was a hairdresser, and 

combined that trade with confectionery and soft drinks 

(this class of business was not called a Milk Bar in those 

days, because very few of them dispensed milk drinks. 

Just after the War, Park’s Confectionery and Soft Drinks 

Business was sold to a returned soldier by the name of 

Brown-Parker who, in turn, disposed of it to Messrs Heron 

& Cooper, who later had a grocery business adjoining it. 

There was only one other shop in the block then, and that 

was a saddlers managed by a fussy old Englishman named 

Lawrence for Mr Stan Sanders, a saddler warehouseman 

who owned the shop, surrounding land, and lived in a two 

storied residence which is now Dr O’Loughlin’s Surgery. 

 

George Park opened up as an Estate Agent and became 

associated with Mr Bill Attwood, who had purchased Mr 

Sander’s property, in buying up the frontages to Mount 

Road which were available at 30/- ($3) per foot. These two 

gentlemen sold some of the frontages, but retained some 

for themselves on which they built shops for letting, Mr 

Park building next to his original shop and Mr Attwood 

building from the corner of Leake Street down to the drive 

in of his residence. These latter shops have, of course, been 

bought by the Reid Bros. syndicate, and I do not know 

whether Mr Park still retains the ownership of his. 

I can assure Mr Alston Park that there was an hotel on 

Drayton’s corner at the corner of Mount Road and Leake 

Street. It was called the Victoria Hotel, and the last licensee 

before it was de-licensed, was a man named Stan Smith, 

who was a postman in the Essendon district for many years 

and was very well known. 

Mr Bill O’Donnell is partly right in his information        

regarding the Hay & Corn Store which immediately       

adjoined the southern boundary of the Victoria Hotel, but 

it was originally a double-fronted weatherboard shop and 

dwelling which could today be classed as a mixed business. 

It was later converted into a Hay & Corn Store and was 

operated by Mel and Murray Dean, the latter of whom   

became the proprietor of Dean’s Hotel at the Moonee 

Ponds Junction. 

Just down from this store, where Downie’s Service Station 

has been for years, was Ben Sansom’s Grocery business, 

and it was not long since this well liked and kindly        

businessman passed away at his residence next door to 

Christ Church in Mount Alexander Road. 

As regards the Military Camp spoken of by Mr O’Donnell, 

it was situated in Jim Flanagan’s paddock which extended 

from the old Reservoir to the commencement of the  

Buckley Park Estate, about opposite Gillies Street, and was 

occupied by the 6th Field Artillery Brigade under the   

command of Colonel Cohen. It consisted of men picked 

from every State in Australia who were used to handling 

horses, mostly men from the outback sheep and cattle 

country, and, (if my memory serves me right), there was 

not a man in the Brigade under 6 ft. tall with the exception 

NORTH ESSENDON IN THE EARLY DAYS 

While looking through some old files and folders that I have   

inherited temporarily following the fire, I came across this “gem” 

that precedes our Society by nine years. It was written by Allan 

Bull in response to an article that was published by Broadglen 

Publishing Co. Pty Ltd called The North Essendon Junction 

Shopping Guide. An article on the history of North Essendon by 

Alston Park was followed up by this local resident of long    
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of the Colonel himself. 

I can well remember the hall in Keilor Road adjacent to the 

Lincolnshire Hotel, as it was used extensively for social 

events and meetings, but more especially used as a dressing 

room by cyclists taking part in road racing, most of which 

started in Bulla or Keilor Roads and finished at the starting 

point.. The Victorian Motor Cycle Club, of which I was a 

member, used to hold most of their 24 hour Reliability  

Trials on a triangular course through Bulla, cross country 

to Kyneton and returning to Essendon, and used the hall 

as a checking post. In those days it was a nightmare ride, 

starting at 8 a.m. on the Saturday morning and going until 

only one rider was left to be proclaimed the winner. Many 

now well known M.P.s and a couple of Lord Mayors took 

part in these trials and would remember the old hall well. 

As regards a man named Kemp having at one time kept a 

grocer’s shop alongside the present location of the        

Essendon Hotel, I think your informant is a bit off the 

track there, because the Wood family, who owned the hotel 

and all the surrounding land, were personal friends of my 

family before they bought the property, and remained so 

until they all died, so I think I would have remembered had 

there been anyone of that name in the vicinity since the 

turn of the century, when we came to live in Royal Avenue 

where at that time there were only five houses. However, I 

will stand corrected on this if anyone can supply the infor-

mation. 

 

The pens at the Essendon Hotel were used extensively by 

cattle drovers taking stock to and from Newmarket, but it 

was not until Mrs Gibb took over the hotel that any part of 

the land was rented to anyone., and only after many      

approaches did Mrs Gibb agree to let Mr Harry Kirk (Jack 

Kirk’s father) have one of the pens to use as an Auction 

Mart for horses only. It was known as Kirk’s Bazaar, not to 

be confused with the one operating in Bourke Street,    

Melbourne, for many years under the same name. 

Where the Fire Station now stands used to be one of the 

largest quarry holes in the district. In fact, if not the largest, 

it was the deepest. I do not think that anyone knew the 

depth of it because it wqas never dry. It was in the corner 

of the triangular block bounded by Bulla Road, Carnarvon 

Road and Woodland Street, and was owned by Mr Jack 

Bruce of Bulla Road whose son Bob started building     

operations there after the War and the old clayhole was 

reclaimed, sub-divided and sold. 

I wonder how many of your readers remember the Fox 

Terrier Coursing which was conducted by Messrs Hughie 

& Tom Lyons on the estate of the late Mr Angus McNab 

on the corner of Bulla Road and Royal Avenue. That was 

very popular with everyone but the residents, who got up a 

petition and eventually got it shifted. 

I suppose you could class me as one of the pioneers of the 

North Essendon Shopping area, as, after the 1914-18 War 

I opened a Tobacconist & Hairdressing Business on the 

corner of Keilor & Bulla Roads, and was also interested in 

the garage and workshop at the rear of it, the lot of which 

later became the property of the Gas & Fuel Corporation. 

After a few years of battling to make a living, I eventually 

gave it up and started in the taxi business which I have 

been out of now for about four years owing to a break-

down in health, but during the time I was actively engaged, 

it gave me a chance to keep acquainted with the people and 

doings of the district. 

You can use the forgoing in any way you wish, and if at any 

time I can supply you with any information you may     

require, call me up and I will do my best to supply same. I 

am now an invalid and cannot get out, so am available at 

any time. 

As I explained to a member of your staff this morning on 

the telephone, I do not profess to be a reporter or writer so 

I hope you will bear with me for such a lengthy epistle. 

      Yours Faithfully 

      Allan Bull  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lincolnshire Arms Hotel  from Bulla Road (EHS) 
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Sunday 20 November was a very special day for the local 

residents of the district, for it was on this day that steam 

returned to Essendon, courtesy of the members of the  

Rotary Club of Essendon. 

Activity commenced very early on that morning, as a team 

of volunteers from the Rotary Club and the Essendon  

Historical Society erected a marquee, a fruit and drink stall, 

a sausage sizzle and other stalls outside the Essendon   

Railway Station in Russell Street to meet the needs of the 

public as they gathered to experience a trip in a steam train. 

There were five train journeys during the day, planned to 

leave from Platform 1, between 9.45 am and 6.20 pm.  

The first two, to Box Hill and Albion Broadmeadows (via 

the Goods Loop) were completely booked out prior to 

departure through the www.trybooking website.  

The afternoon journeys were to Wyndham Vale, Box Hill 

again, and Newport (one way only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City of Melbourne leaving Essendon (Photo: Emma Thege) 

 

The five heritage carriages were pulled by the powerful 

“City of Melbourne” a 190 tonne steam engine, with the 

assistance of a diesel engine for the return journeys.  

The many people who came along greatly enjoyed the   

experience and the day was well supported. 

Special thanks to David Wilson, Ross Beale, John Guegan 

and Paul Edwards (Doutta Galla Lodge), Peter Hansen 

(Essendon Probus Club) and EHS Members, Peter       

Willoughby, Graeme McTaggart and Michael Howes, for 

spending much of the day on the train, attending to the 

needs of the customers. Thanks also to the E.H.S.      

members who manned our book stall, and to Bob Mackay, 

Eve Park and Marilyn Kenny who dressed in period      

costume to add atmosphere to the occasion 

 

We are very grateful to the members of the Rotary Club of 

Essendon, for organising this special event to raise funds 

for the E.H.S. and the Courthouse Recovery. The total 

raised is in excess of $10,000 which was a great effort. 

I would like to thank Maria Kouppas, the President of the 

Rotary Club, and members, Richard Lawrence and Steve 

Chandler and their helpers, who made all of this happen. 

 

It was a very long day, some of our volunteers who 

manned the carriages for the final journey to Newport, not 

arriving home until close to 10 pm, but the members of the 

Essendon Historical Society are very grateful for the     

support they received through this enjoyable and nostalgic 

event. 

 The Sausage Sizzle and the EHS Balloons  

                              Photos: Bob Chalmers   

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marilyn Kenny and Bob Mackay  wait on the Platform 

(Photo: Emma Thege) 

THE STEAM TRAIN EXPERIENCE 
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Sadly, I have to report the deaths of two of  our members 

who have passed away since the last edition of the E.H.S. 

Newsletter.  

Margaret Glassenbury, the wife of Eric, died on         

December 2nd 2016. Many of the older members will   

remember Margaret fondly for her contributions on the 

organ at Christmas breakups and other functions.         

Margaret’s health had prevented her from attending     

functions in recent years, although she did come to one of 

our General Meetings early in 2016. She and Eric joined 

the E.H.S. in 1988 and have been involved for nearly 30 

years.  

Several of our Members attended her Funeral at Our Lady 

of the Nativity Church, West Essendon, on Friday,        

December 9th. Our sincere condolences to Eric. 

We were saddened, on Australia Day, to learn of the death 

of Julienne Tolksdorff early on the morning of January 

26. Julienne had also been in poor health in recent times 

and she was in palliative care for a short time before her 

death. Julienne had been a member of the E.H.S. since 

2010.  She was a very close friend of our Life Member, Eve 

Park. Julienne was a quite lady who, gave generous support 

to the Society.   

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, 22 January a group of 15 people joined us at 

the gates of the Flemington State School (formerly the 

gates of Hugh Glass’ Flemington House) for a Heritage 

Walk through the streets of Travancore. We were fortunate 

that the weather was kind, and the participants were able to 

enjoy the two hour walk without too much discomfort. 

This area is the favourite part of the district for our Life 

Member, Alex Bragiola, who grew up in Ascot Vale, only a 

short distance away, and now resides in Flemington.  

Bob Chalmers led the walk in partnership with Alex, using 

notes that they had prepared, but it was Alex’s enthusiasm 

and knowledge of the Glass and Madden families and the 

history of the old mansion that made the walk rewarding. 

A Brief History of the Travancore Estate  

Travancore Estate was developed on land once leased by 

James Watson and later secured by wealthy pastoralist, 

stock agent and merchant, Hugh Glass, who erected his 

large residence, Flemington House, on the site, surrounded 

by extensive gardens, between 1855-1865. Glass died in 

1871. 

In 1891 the property, consisting of 77 acres, was occupied 

by Indian horse exporter, Henry Madden, and renamed 

Travancore by him after a place in southern India.  

The Travancore Estate was subdivided 1915 and included 

most of the area that we know as Travancore today. Many 

of the street names bear the names of places in India,     

reflecting the places Madden visited while carrying out his 

horse trading business.  

Part of Madden’s land was purchased by the Melbourne 

Golf Club Pty Ltd and became a golf course. Some of the 

land was sold as part of the Golf Links Estate in 1924-25. 

The Golf Course closed in 1938.   

  The Terrace Walk at Glass’s Flemington House 

 

 

Right: 

The bridge over the artificial 

lake in the grounds of      

Flemington House. 

 

 

TWO MEMBERS PASS AWAY 

TRAVANCORE  HERITAGE WALK 
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The November General Meeting was held at “Windy Hill” 

on Tuesday, November 22nd with President, Bob 

Chalmers, in the Chair. Many of the members in            

attendance had first taken the opportunity of enjoying a 

meal at the Bistro before moving upstairs for the meeting. 

Secretary, Mary Cahill, gave a full report on the progress 

being made in relation to the Courthouse Recovery, and 

the need to find temporary premises was emphasised. 

The Guest Speaker for the evening was John Hills, a   

member of the EHS Committee. John has a great interest 

in military history which led him to undergo a course at the 

Shrine of Remembrance to enable him to volunteer as a 

Guide, showing groups of school children and interested 

visitors through the building and teaching them about the 

various displays. 

John’s talk was accompanied by a powerpoint presentation, 

and was very well received.  Following the completion of 

his talk and answering questions from the members, he was 

suitably thanked for his excellent contribution.  

Julie Scott, after a short break, gave a powerpoint          

presentation showing the story of the events of the past six 

months, from vision of the fire, and the clean-up of the 

Courtroom. We all finished the evening with a cup of tea/

coffee and biscuits. Thanks John and Julie. 

The venue at “Windy Hill” is enabling us to conduct our 

meetings in comfort and we are very appreciative of the 

opportunity of using the excellent facilities each month.  

 

 

A most pleasant Christmas Function was held at the East 

Keilor R.S.L. on Tuesday, December 13th. 

Thirty-nine members and friends were in attendance on the 

night. The room was beautifully set up for the occasion  

and after a brief welcome by President, Bob Chalmers the 

members enjoyed the two course meal that was provided. 

The proceedings were under the direction of Terry Scott 

who conducted the evening in his usual imitable style. 

Entertainment was provided by Trish Simpson an Jimmy 

Fong, who were working together for the first time. They 

provided a good program of well known popular songs, 

including a number of Christmas songs. Their contribution 

to the evening was appreciated by all.  

The Christmas Hampers, well put together by Kelsey 

Collins, were won by the following E.H.S. members: 

1st Prize: David Rogers  

2nd Prize: Marleene Hebden  

3rd Prize: Mary (Bonnie) Ryan 

The hampers were accompanied by vouchers donated by 

Scully’s of Strathmore. Thanks to all who contributed to 

the hampers. The Special Effort raised $758. 

We again express our thanks to Terry and Julie Scott, for 

the huge amount of work they put in to ensure that the 

night was a success.  

NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP 

Left: Trish and Jimmy, 

our entertainers 

 

Below: Members enjoy 

having a chat at the 

Christmas Break-up 

NEW MEMBERS: 

We welcome the following new Members: 

Jotika, Pino and Valentino Ioculano (Moonee Ponds) 

Melissa Brown (Pascoe Vale South) 

Michelle Laurent Keilor East) 

Gail Harris (Essendon) Jenny Wilkins (Ascot Vale) 

Josh Hale (Travancore) 
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E.H.S. Contact Details 

PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Mary Cahill  Ph: 9370 7296 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

***COMING EVENTS*** 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26th, 2017 

THE MOONEE VALLEY  

FESTIVAL 

QUEEN’S PARK 

10 am to 5.00 pm 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 

Come along and join the fun. 

 

*************** 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28th 

at “Windy Hill Function Centre” 

cnr Napier & Brewster Streets 

Essendon 

Commencing at 7.30 am 

MEMBER’S EVENING 

“SHOW AND TELL” 

And Video Clips 

Bring along an item from home 

*************** 

TUESDAY, MARCH 28th 

at “Windy Hill Function Centre” 

cnr Napier & Brewster Streets. 

Essendon 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

GUEST SPEAKER:  John Filgate 

TOPIC: A History of the Trams. 

Meetings 

The Society will continue to meet on 

the fourth Tuesday of each month, 

from February to December.  

General Meetings, unless notified 

otherwise, will be held in the Hi 

Marque Room at “Windy Hill    

Receptions”, cnr Napier Street, 

and Brewster Street, Essendon, 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

Courthouse Museum 

Due to severe damage caused by the 

fire, the Courthouse Museum will be 

out of action until further  notice.  

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next  E.H.S. 

Newsletter is March 30th, 2017         

Material   forwarded before this 

date would be greatly appreciated. 

Members are encouraged to      

provide items of local interest. 

        E.H.S. Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (E.H.S.) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The E.H.S. Newsletter, produced 

five times each year, is an important 

vehicle for keeping members up to 

date with events and activities which 

are being organised by the Society. 

However, it is also important that it 

contains interesting material relating 

to the district and its rich history, of 

which each of you is a part. I urge 

you again to seriously consider    

sitting down and composing an   

article for publication. It will be 

gratefully received.  The Editor    

© 2016 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  
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