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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Members, 

This will be my last President’s Report for the current 2015/16 Year, and by the time the next Newsletter reaches 

you, our Annual General Meeting will have been conducted and our new committee will be in place. We have 

operated throughout the past twelve months with a committee of seven hard working members. Our By-laws 

provide for a Committee comprising the Offices of  President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer and five 

other committee places—a total of nine members. Operating the Society with two vacancies has placed more  

demands and an extra workload on those who have given up their time to keep the Essendon Historical Society 

operating successfully. We would dearly love to have some new faces on our 2016/17 Committee, and I hope 

that in the coming year we will be able to fill all positions. Please give this matter some serious thought, and if you 

think you might be interested in giving that little bit extra, or want to know what is involved, get in touch with our 

Secretary, Mary, or me and we will be only too pleased to talk with you. 

It is also important to note that our Secretary, Mary Cahill, who has held that office for the past eight years,      

indicated early in the year that she will not be standing for the position of Secretary at the AGM.  This leaves the 

important position of Secretary vacant. However, Mary  is prepared to remain on the Committee and continue 

her work with the Restoration Committee which will greatly reduce the load placed on the in-coming Secretary 

and she will be happy to offer her assistance, where required. Kelsey Collins has been recording the Minutes at 

both Committee Meetings and General Meetings which has helped take pressure off the Secretary.  

It is very gratifying to note that our attendances at our General Meetings have remained stable and we are        

averaging  25 Members in 2016. In spite of the cold weather, we had an attendance of 27 members in May.  

There has been a lot of things happening at the Courthouse recently. On Friday, May 13 we took delivery of the 

bricks for our “Civic Leaders’ Garden” and some additional bricks for the “Memory Lane Garden” and our land-

scape gardener, Michael Barrette, cemented them in place that morning. We removed the protective barrier that 

had been in place, and after trimming the plants and removing the leaves, twigs and acorns, the front of the 

Courthouse was looking great. 

At the beginning of the month the contractors returned to repair the plasterwork in the south east corner of the  

Courtroom. This has required the erection of scaffolding and cordoning off the eastern side if the room. This 

work is being financed by a grant from the Commonwealth Government on a dollar for dollar basis. Whilst we 

have to put up with a little inconvenience at present, it will be well worth it when the work is completed. Because 

of the work being done, we have decided to hold the June Meeting in a Meeting Room at the Sam Merrifield   

Library, but come back to the Courthouse for supper. Hopefully the work will be completed before our AGM. 

We will be commencing our 2016 U3A Classes on the morning of Thursday July 21st. Our Course will be       

conducted over nine weeks and finish on September 15th.   

Bob Mackay hosted a group from the Werribee Gardening Club at the Moonee Ponds Courthouse Museum and 

gave them a brief talk about the courthouse and the work of the E.H.S. on Sunday, May 5th. I was invited to be 

the Guest Speaker for the Essendon Legacy Widows at the East Keilor R.S.L. on June 16th, and gave a power-

point presentation of our old mansions. The Heritage Walk around the Park Street Precinct on May 1st proved 

successful with twenty-four people in attendance, and twenty one people attended an interesting presentation by 

Australian playwright, Cenarth Fox, (entitled G’day Sherlock) on  Saturday, June 4th.  

The emailing of the last Newsletter to those who are on line, worked out well. I received a number of responses 

from those wishing to receive a hard copy and, hopefully, have adjusted my distribution list accordingly. 

I hope that you find this Newsletter interesting, and I look forward to catching up with many of you at our     

activities in the near future. 

             Bob Chalmers (President) 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WILL E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address EssHisSoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.      

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses 

for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Bendigo Bank—East Keilor 

Bendigo Bank—Strathmore 

Bendigo Bank—Flemington 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 

 

 

Members, you are invited to think of the Essendon Historical Society when attending to your personal affairs.  

A kind gesture by you by way of a donation or bequest can make a big contribution to the work of the Society in the future. 

Your Solicitor will be able to assist you in drawing up the necessary documents to ensure that any part of your estate left to 

us will be used according to your wishes. 

Members wishing to make donations to the E.H.S. are  reminded that the Essendon Historical Society Museum              

Restoration Fund is Tax Deductible.    

THINKING OF A BEQUEST OR A DONATION TO THE ESSENDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY? 

The Moonee Valley Anzac Centenary 

Community Coordinating Committee 

continues to meet on a regular basis to 

coordinate activities being held in     

relation to the centenary of World War 

I events. The most recent meeting, 

chaired by Cr Jan Chantry, was held on 

June 6 at the Civic Centre Committee 

Room..  

Susan McLaine, the Coordinator of  the 

MVCC Learning and Community    

Programs was one of two guest        

presenters. She outlined various        

activities that would revolve around the 

State wide tour of the “Writing the War   

Exhibition” that will be set up in the 

Avondale Heights Library and Learning 

Centre next year. 

Whilst the focus last year was on the 

centenary of the Landing of the Anzacs 

at Gallipoli, over the next four years, 

each of the major battles will also be  

celebrating the important milestone. 

The Battle of the Somme commenced 

on 1st July, 1916 and saw some of the 

fiercest fighting of WWI, including    

Fromelles (July 19th—20th) and      

Pozieres (23rd July to 7th August). 

On 8th October the 58-32 Infantry  

Battalion Association will be unveiling a 

memorial tablet in Queens Park, in 

memory of the soldiers of the 58th   

Battalion 1st A.I.F. who served in WWI. 

The Battalion fought in 16 campaigns 

suffering the loss of 615 killed and 1550 

wounded. 

The plaque, to be unveiled near the 

south east corner near the recently 

planted Lone Pine, will list the Honours 

and Decorations for each battle. 

The statue of Rosemarie, stolen from 

Victory Park, Ascot Vale, several 

months ago, is in the process of being 

re-cast, and a more substantial figure 

will be erected. Rosemarie was unveiled 

last year to represent all the women who 

cared for the servicemen who returned 

from overseas service in WWI. 

The City of Moonee Valley Council has 

taken over the E.H.S. Anzac Memorial 

Wall Project and plans to erect blue-

stone clad walls on both sides of the 

existing entry pillar gates inside the main 

entrance to Queens Park.   
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In accordance with the Constitution of 

the Essendon Historical Society (Rule 

No 29), members are hereby notified 

that the Annual General Meeting of  

Essendon Historical Society Inc. will 

be held at the Moonee Ponds     

Courthouse Museum on 

TUESDAY, 26th JULY 2016 

commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

The Agenda shall include 

1) The confirmation of the      

Minutes of the 2015 AGM 

2) The reception of reports      

covering activities of the Society 

in 2015/16 

3) The reception of the Financial 

Statement for the Year Ending 

June 30th 2016 

4) Ratification of Subscriptions for 

2016/17 

5) The Election of Office Bearers 

and members of the Committee 

of Management for the ensuing 

year. 

6) Other Business of which notice 

has been given.   

  

Positions for which nominations are 

invited in accordance with Rule 43 are: 

      President 

      Vice President (1) 

      Secretary 

      Treasurer 

      Ordinary Members (5) 

Nominations for the above positions 

must be received in writing by the  

Secretary on the official nomination 

form by the close of business (4 p.m.) 

by Tuesday 19th July, 2016. 

 Deliver to: The Secretary (EHS) 

 768-770 Mt. Alexander Road, 

  Moonee Ponds 

 Or mail to 

 The Secretary (EHS) 

 P.O. Box 557 

 Essendon,   3040 

Nomination Forms are available on 

request from the Secretary, or from 

the Courthouse Museum on Sunday 

afternoons, or at the June General 

Meeting 

A list of Nominations will be posted in 

the Courthouse Museum on Sunday, 

July 24th, 2016.  

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2016/17 

The Annual Subscription Fees for the 

coming year fall due after 30/6/2016. 

The current Subscriptions are as     

follows: 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP     $30—00 

DUAL MEMBERSHIP       $50—00 

STUDENT CONCESSION $20—00 

Fees for the coming year will be     

confirmed at the Annual General 

Meeting. 

To assist the Treasurer, members are 

asked not to renew their Membership 

until after the close of the Financial 

Year (June 30th, 2016). 

A Membership Renewal Form will be 

posted to all members by the      

Treasurer in a special mail-out. 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Notice of  Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 28th July 2015   

Below: 

Mary Costigan is presented with her 

Life Membership Medallion by   

President, Elaine Brogan 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 
MARY COSTIGAN—OUR NEW CENTENARIAN 

Congratulation to Mary Costigan who reached the fine 

age of 100 years on Tuesday, May 3rd 

Mary and her late husband, Max, lived at 76 Park Street 

Moonee Ponds, but she now lives in Karanga Community 

Aged Care in Kew. Mary joined the Essendon Historical Soci-

ety in 1971 and has been a continuous member for 45 years. 

Mary was made a Life Member of the Essendon Historical 

Society in 1999  . 

She is the second member of our Society to have reached this 

important milestone, the first being the late Dorothy King 

who passed away last year in her 101st year. 
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I received a number of interesting comments in relation to 

Eric Glassenbury’s recollections of the public tennis courts 

in Moonee Valley. Eric rang to apologise for the fact that 

he had overlooked those situated in the Strathmore area 

which included the Doutta Galla Tennis Club in North 

Essendon. It must be remembered that prior to 1979, this 

part of North Essendon, and Strathmore, were parts of the 

City of Broadmeadows. 

It should also be noted that Eric’s recollections referred 

only to Public Courts, and did not include the many tennis 

courts that belonged to the various churches and schools. 

Peter Willoughby adds his recollections to Eric’s article 

below: 

 ANYONE FOR MORE TENNIS? 

Following Eric Glassenbury’s interesting and informative 

article and the editor’s follow-up comments in the April/May 

2016 Essendon Historical Society, ‘The Newsletter’ regarding 

local public tennis courts, I offer a little more information to 

support their contributions. 

With one long gone exception, all of the following tennis 

courts are in the City of Moonee Valley. Three are not under 

direct, continuous management of a tennis club or manage-

ment group and are free of charge for public use. These 

courts are located at Debney’s Park, Flemington; Bradshaw 

Reserve, Essendon; and Boeing Reserve, Strathmore Heights. 

The courts above Flemington Racecourse as mentioned in 

Eric’s article were at the corner of Smithfield and Epsom 

Roads where the Quest Apartment Hotel now stands and 

were laid down to replace a court on the small park within 

the triangular corner of Smithfield and Racecourse Roads 

and the Flemington & Kensington Bowling Club. 

Others to have seen their last game, set and match include 

the Capitol Tennis Courts, 39 Buckley Street, Essendon; the 

Kendall Tennis Courts, 8 Kendall Street, Essendon; and the 

Northern Tennis Courts, 113 Pascoe Vale Road, Essendon 

adjacent to the former Glenbervie Timber Company yards 

near the Five Mile Creek. 

Tennis Club managed courts are at Avondale Heights      

Reserve, Avondale Heights; Quinn Grove Reserve, Keilor 

East; Hansen Reserve, Airport West; Johnston Reserve, 

Strathmore; Maribyrnong Park, Moonee Ponds and Royal 

Avenue, Essendon North. 

In Royal Avenue the Doutta Galla Tennis Club, which is 

known to have been in existence since the early 1930s and 

formed when that area was in the Shire of Broadmeadows, 

may be the local tennis club with the longest history of    

continuous play at its place of origin. 

Society members may be able to lob further local tennis 

court information over the net to the editor. 

 

Several Moonee Valley residents were honoured in the 

Queen’s Birthday Honours announced on Monday, June 

13th, as recipients of the Order of Australia Medal  

 SHEILA BYARD, a resident of    Kensington, has been 

nominated for her services to women. Sheila, a member of 

the Essendon Historical Society, is  

President of the   National Council of 

Women, Victoria, director of the       

National Council of Women of        

Australia, a member of the UN Status of 

Women Network and founded the 

Women’s Planning     Network. She has 

been involved in the  Kensington 

Neighbourhood Projects. and also works 

with Chinese-Australian members of the Moonee Valley 

Golden Age Women’s Group 

BOB SEMPLE, who has been a resident of Essendon for 

over ninety-six years, has received recog-

nition for his service to the community 

through pipe and drum bands and veter-

ans’ organisations. He is one of the last 

surviving members of the Rats of Tobruk 

serving in the Battalion that was besieged 

by German troops in the famous battle in 

Libya in 1941. He served as Secretary of 

the Hawthorn City Pipe Band for over 30 years and has been 

the drum major since 1960. Bob also plays with the Rats of 

Tobruk Memorial Pipes and Drums  and has attended many 

Military Tattoos He is also State Vice President of the Rats of 

Tobruk       Association.  

JOHN STANHOPE  of Ascot Vale, was appointed as a 

Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for his services to 

financial and national communications sectors. He spent 45 

years working for Telstra. He has also had a voluntary role as 

Chairman of the Business Coalition for Tax Reform and 

Business Reporting Leaders Forum. 

Congratulations to these worthy recipients 

Information extracted from the Moonee Valley Leader 

 (15 June 2016)  

PUBLIC TENNIS COURTS IN  

MOONEE VALLEY 

MOONEE VALLEY RESIDENTS HONOURED 
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Official Launch 
 

Essendon Historical Society 
Memory Lane Garden 

 

will be opened by 
the State Member for Essendon, Danny Pearson 

 

Friday, 29 July 2016 
10.30 am 

at the old Moonee Ponds Courthouse 
Cnr Kellaway Avenue and Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds 

 
In addition it will be a celebration of the installation of the Civic Leaders’ Garden 
which recognises the first 100 years of local government in the City of Essendon. 

 

followed by Morning Tea 
 

Tile sponsors, their families and all EHS Members 

are invited to this very special event 

 
RSVP by 22 July, 2016  

9370-4607 (leave a phone message) or email esshissoc@mail.com 
 

EHS thanks the Lions Club of Essendon, MVCC 
and all tile sponsors for assistance in creating these Gardens 

 
Orders for engraved tiles 

can be placed by contacting EHS 
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Early in the year the Essendon Historical Society applied 
for a Commonwealth Grant in Round 1 of the Stronger 
Communities Programme (SCP) and were successful in 
securing an amount of $7,050 to be put towards the      
internal repairs to the south east corner of the Court 
House. This will pay for half the total cost, the balance to 
come from E.H.S. funds. 
The damage was caused by water as a result of a blocked 
down-pipe which has now been cleared. The work        
currently being undertaken by VPM (Eastwood Property 
Pty Ltd) involves the removal of flaking paint, replastering 
cracks, repair to the decorative plaster work and repainting 
the wall.. 
Work commenced early in June and is expected to take 
about three weeks. To enable the contractors to access the 
damage it has been necessary to erect scaffolding, to     
cordon off the eastern half of the court room and cover up 
the furniture to keep out the plaster dust. While this is 
causing a little inconvenience at present, it will be well 
worth while when the work is completed.  

Photographs by Bob Chalmers (June 2016)  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In 2015 the Royal Historical Society of Victoria circulated 
the member Societies inviting them to join with the RHSV 
to produce a publication recording buildings, landscapes or 
other features of their district that are no longer there. 
Prominent author and historian, Richard Broome, was 
asked to edit this book. 
The E.H.S. Committee took up the offer and Mary Cahill 
and Alex Bragiola put in many hours of their time early this 
year, selecting photographs and writing captions for our 
contribution to the project.  
Eight pages have been allocated to Essendon and we have 
provided seventeen images. The introduction has been 
written by Lenore Frost. 
The work is almost ready to be printed, being in the “final 
proof” stage, and it is expected to be available by August. 
Special thanks are extended to Mary, Alex and Lenore for 
their great efforts on our behalf. 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the great success of our three publications, 
“Federation Times” (2001), “Fine Homes of Essendon and 
District” and “Grand Mansions of Essendon and District”,  
we were considering what our next book should cover. 
Alex Bragiola came up with the idea of selecting photos 
from our collection of parts of our history (churches, 
prominent buildings, factories or residences) that no longer 
exist but will be remembered by many of our residents. 
Mary Cahill was elected to edit the book and for Alex, as 
co-editor, to select the photographs. A panel of researchers 
were called together to research the material and to submit 
it to Mary for editing and laying out. 
It is anticipated that this new publication, “Lost Moonee  
Valley”, which will be similar in design to our previous 
three books, will be published in time for a launch some 
time in October, and will make an excellent gift for your 
friends and relations this Christmas.   
 

   E.H.S. Life Member, Judy Maddigan, recently moved 
from her home in North Essendon to a new home in    
Airport West. She is anxious to find out as much as she 
can about the area in which she now resides, and claims 
that there is very little material relating to it. 
  
Judy is appealing to anyone who has photographs of the 
Airport West area or if residents of the area would be   
interested in forming a group to record the history of what 
she believes is a forgotten part of the City of Moonee   
Valley, to contact her via email.  
Her email address is  judy.maddigan@hotmail.com  

THE COURTHOUSE RESTORATION  REMEMBER MELBOURNE 

LOST MOONEE VALLEY 

REQUEST FOR AIRPORT WEST HISTORY 
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Last November we received a Grant of $5000 from the 
City of Moonee Valley for the establishment of a garden at 
the northern end of the forecourt adjacent to the EHS 
Sign. 

Our sub-committee comprising Mary Cahill, Julie and 
Terry Scott and Bob Chalmers, after considerable debate 
and discussion, agreed to recognise the first hundred years 
of local government in Essendon from its beginnings as a 
Municipal District (December 1861) to the Centenary of 
the City of Essendon, celebrated in 1961. It was our      
intention to include the names of all gentlemen who served 
as the Mayor of Essendon over that period, and to include 
also other important officials, such as Town Clerks, City      
Engineers, Town Curators etc.. We also included Sarah 
Windsor, the first Librarian (the only woman to feature in 
the Civic Leaders Garden). Because of the separation of 
this portion of the forecourt from the Memory Lane    
Garden, we were restricted to utilising two of our concrete 
slabs prepared by our landscape architect, Michael Barrette, 
when he was  laying out the Memory Lane Garden. This 
meant that we had to limit our municipal history to a  
maximum of the equivalent of 70 single bricks. 

After experimenting with a number of alternative layouts, 
we finally agreed that we could achieve the results that we 
were after by using a mix of double and single bricks and 
grouping the Mayors in five year periods (double bricks 
were large enough to permit six lines of text). 

Interspersed between the Mayors and City Officials, are 
other bricks recording the dates Essendon progressed—
from a Municipal District (1861), to a Borough (1864), a 
Town (1890) and finally, to a City (1909). 

After the design had been decided upon, Julie Scott, using 
her artistic skills, determined what colours should be used 
to create the greatest effect. 

The engraved bricks arrived on the morning of Friday, 
13th May and after they were unloaded, Michael Barrette 
(who had originally planned to do the work the following 
day) cemented the bricks in place.  

The protective barrier that had been erected around the 
Memory Lane Garden, was removed, the metal stakes were 
taken out, and the plants (some of which had become quite 
large) were trimmed back. 

Finally, Michael used his leaf blower to remove the leaves, 
twigs and acorns that had fallen on to the garden, and the 
establishment of the garden was complete.   

 

This attractive garden now perpetuates the names of those 
local residents who made a valuable contribution to the 
growth and development of the City of Essendon which 
forms the greater part of what we know today as the City of 
Moonee Valley. 

PROFILES OF OUR CIVIC LEADERS 

In addition to the engraved bricks that have been laid out in 
the garden, we have undertaken the task of compiling a data 
base to record biographical information and achievements of 
each of the Mayors and Town Officials. This will later be 
published in some suitable form to make the information 
available to the public. 

We express sincere thanks to the City of Moonee Valley for 
providing the grant which has made this most worthwhile 
project possible.  

THE CIVIC LEADERS GARDEN 
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Residents living in the area near the Essendon Railway  

Station will be aware of an old house that has been     

standing, unloved, on the south side of Buckley Street, next 

to the Ukrainian Church for many years. This house,     

located at 95  Buckley Street, Essendon has a very         

interesting history, and was, for many years, used as a    

private hospital. 

The land on which this old house stands was owned by 

Thomas Cock who was born in Yarmouth, Norfolk, UK 

on 16 February 1799. He may have arrived in New South 

Wales in 1828 on the convict ship, “Sophia”, but was    

certainly in Melbourne by 1840. On 25 October, 1840, at 

the age of 41, he married a 16 year old Irish girl, Ellen   

Hogan at St. Francis Church, Melbourne.. He and his 

young wife moved into the Moonee Ponds District almost 

immediately and purchased land in the area. His first     

purchase was a 50 acre block in what is now East Keilor 

(approximately where Valley Lakes is now situated) in   

November 1850. In February, 1854 he purchased 4½ acres 

of land on the south side of 

Buckley Street.  Cock, a farmer, 

signed his will (X) indicating 

that he was illiterate. The map, 

left, showing his land, was 

taken from a copy of his will. 

Thomas Cock and his wife 

Ellen, had a large family of 17 

children, born between 1842 

and 1869. Most of the children 

were born in Essendon and 

reached adolescence.  

Thomas died on 13 August, 1891 at the age of 92. His  

probate papers reveal that his land had a frontage of 168 

feet to Buckley Street and a depth of 1286 feet on which 

was erected a four roomed stone house and a five roomed 

double fronted, weatherboard villa occupied at the time of 

his death by his son, William James Cox (note the change 

in spelling). His youngest daughter, Matilda, was shown to 

be living on a 66 feet block on the north west corner of the 

property.   

Ellen Cock (Cox), nee Hogan, died in Essendon on 11th 

December, 1893. Her death certificate records the place of 

death as Buckley Street, Essendon.  

In 1893, the same year that her mother died, Matilda Cox 

married Henry Frederick Suhr, a 24 year old clerk. They 

lived in the Buckley Street house and raised a family of six 

children. The house was shown as No 13 in the Sands & 

Macdougall Directories from 1903  to 1918 but in 1919 

was changed to No. 65. It was again re-numbered at a later 

date to No. 95. 

In about 1923 the Suhrs moved to Brighton but continued 

to own the Buckley Street residence.  

In November, 1923, two nurses, Miss Margaret Barry and 

Miss Elisabeth Burroughs leased the five bedroom 

weatherboard villa and operated their private maternity 

hospital from this house. The first baby recorded in the 

newspapers as having being born here was Mary Jane 

Hardy, who was born on 17 January, 1924 although there 

would probably have been some earlier than this date. The 

hospital, from its earliest time was known as “St. Helens 

Private Hospital.”. 

By 1928 it had changed hands and was under the charge of 

Misses E & G Weston.  Eva Weston was shown as the sole 

proprietor from 1931. 

Eva Weston was born in Richmond in 1888, a daughter of 

John Charles Weston and Elizabeth Grace Tatnall. She 

continued to operate the hospital in Essendon until about 

1948, by which time she would have been 60 years old. She 

died four years later, unmarried, on 25 October 1952 in 

South Melbourne. 

From 1948 the hospital ceased to operate and became the 

residence of accountant, Keith Watson Steedman who 

lived there for many years  

It seems likely that the old house in Buckley Street, having 

recently been sold will be demolished to make way for 

more units. 

ST. HELEN’S HOSPITAL SOLD AT AUCTION 

LEFT 

The three old shops 

to the west of  No 

95 Buckley Street 

were built in 1890. 
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On 28th March 1985 the Community Square opposite the 

Essendon Civic Centre (now the Clocktower Centre) was 

dedicated to the Rotary Club of Essendon to recognise the 

Service Club’s contribution to the Essendon Community 

over a period of 50 years. The main feature of the new 

square was the installation of a large circular water feature 

with a fountain in the centre. 

Because of the severe drought conditions that existed in 

the period between 2008-2010 and the severe water       

restrictions that were put in place, the Council staff decided 

that they could no longer justify the water being used in 

this way, and the fountain was removed. The pond was 

filled with sand and for a while it became a circular garden 

bed.  However, in about 2012, the idea of it being used as a 

space to display outdoor sculpture work of local artists, was 

raised. 

Since that time, many interesting pieces of contemporary 

art have graced this site. Each piece of work is on display 

for a period of time, and then replaced by another.   

Here is the latest sculpture that has been installed, created 

by Adam Stone and entitled “A Fall from Grace” 

In recent months a number of the Moonee Valley City 

Councillors have been suggesting that the fountain should 

be rebuilt to replace the temporary street art display. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Another feature of the Civic Square that you may walk past 

every day and take for granted is the lovely street light that is 

located near the traffic lights. 

This street lamp was donated to the citizens of Essendon in 

1886 by Cr Thomas Henry Jennings who was an iron     

founder. He was the Mayor of Essendon in 1886-87 at the 

time the new Town Hall was opened. 

 

 

On Saturday, June 4th Cenarth Fox, an Australian        

playwright, visited us at the Moonee Ponds Courthouse 

Museum to present his one man performance entitled 

“G’Day Sherlock”. Cenarth has been involved with the 

Strathmore Theatrical Arts Group (STAG) and other   

similar entertainment groups. He has a great interest in 

Sherlock Holmes (who, incidentally, is a fictional figure), 

and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and his presentation, though 

totally different from what most of us expected, was very 

interesting, and his enthusiasm, humour and showmanship 

helped to make this a most enjoyable afternoon.  

Admission to this show was $15-00, $7-00 of which was 

donated back to the E.H.S. to supplement our funds..    

THE ROTARY CLUB FOUNTAIN SITE 

WHAT IS ITS FUTURE? 

A VISIT FROM CENARTH FOX 

“G’Day Sherlock” 

Cenarth Fox shows off  his 

work to Eve Park and 

Mary Cahill 

Greg Thege, Bob Mackay, Bob 

Chalmers and Terry Scott 

prove that the men do share the 

load in the kitchen 

Photographs by Emma Thege 
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Twenty-four members and two visitors were in attendance 

at the April General Meeting of the Essendon Historical 

Society, which was held in the Moonee Ponds Courthouse 

Museum on Tuesday, 26 April. In addition, nine apologies 

were recorded. 

Bob Chalmers, in his President’s Report, reminded the 

members that there were still vacancies on the Committee 

and that we will require a new Secretary for next year. He 

also referred to the plans by Council to move the Settlers 

cottage from 1070 Mt Alexander Road to the Council   

Depot where it will be restored and relocated to a yet to be 

determined location. Ideas from members are requested.  

Mention was made of the Cenarth Fox production, “G’day 

Sherlock” which will be held in the Courthouse of 4th 

June. 

The Committee is reviewing the research fee structure to 

ensure fairness between those who request information 

through email and those who visit the museum on a     

Sunday afternoon.   

Our Treasurer was pleased to report that our application 

for a Commonwealth Grant of $7050 through the 

“Stronger Communities Programme” to repair the      

south-east corner of the Courthouse has been successful. 

At the conclusion of the Business Meeting the Guest 

Speaker, Rick Stonehouse, President of the First Fleet   

Fellowship, was introduced. 

Rick, who has held the position of President for a period of 

21 years, briefly described the journey of the First Fleet 

(comprising 11 ships) which sailed from Portsmouth to 

Australia via The Cape of Good Hope in 39 weeks, before 

landing at Sydney Cove on 26th January, 1788.  He        

displayed charts that recorded the names of the 11 ships 

and the names of those on board each. He selected several 

convicts that had been well researched, giving details of 

their lives before and after transportation. 

Vice President, Elaine Brogan thanked Rick on behalf of all 

members, for his interesting talk. 

THE FIRST FLEET FELLOWSHIP 

The group was formed in 1984. Membership is open to 

anyone claiming direct descent from among those arriving 

with Captain Arthur Phillip on the First Fleet at Sydney 

Cove on 26 January 1788. Membership is also open to the 

children, spouses and friends of the Fellowship.  It has  

developed into a vibrant organisation with an Australia 

wide and International membership. 

 

 

Our May General Meeting was held at the Moonee Ponds 

Courthouse Museum on Tuesday, May  24th. In spite of 

the wintry weather, it was well attended, there being 27 

members present. Eight apologies were received. 

An email from Moonee Valley Brass to Greg Thege   

thanking him for his contribution to the production “The 

Armed Man”  was read out.  

Reference was made to a letter sent to the City of Moonee 

Valley agreeing to permit the Council to take over the   

responsibility for the Anzac Wall, which will be erected in 

Queens Park 

A birthday card had been sent to Life Member, Mary  

Costigan who celebrated her 100th birthday early in the 

month.  

Reports were made on the Memory Lane Garden, the   

establishment of the Civic Leaders’ Garden, and the receipt 

of the Commonwealth Grant. 

Terry Scott, in presenting his Financial Report, thanked 

John Ritter for his kind donation of $200 towards the cost 

of the Courthouse repairs. 

President, Bob Chalmers, introduced Life Member, Elaine 

Brogan, our Speaker for the evening, who talked to us 

about the plight of the walers and other horses that were 

taken on the long sea voyage to Egypt as mounts for the 

Australian Infantry Force and the British and Indian    

Governments. There was a total of 136,000 horses shipped 

overseas, and many of them died in transit because of the 

cramped conditions on the ships. Elaine told, in graphic 

detail the plight of these poor animals that served in the       

Gallipoli campaign, the Middle East and the Western 

Front. 

Elaine told us of the terrible conditions under which the 

horses toiled and the loads they were expected to bear. She 

related the sad story of soldiers preferring to shoot their 

loyal mounts at the end of the war rather than leave them 

abandoned in the hands of cruel strangers. The horses 

could not return home because of the cost involved in 

shipping them back to Australia, and the strict quarantine 

laws.  

Major General Sir William Bridges’ horse, Sandy, one of 

6100 who had embarked for Gallipoli, was the only horse 

to return to Australian shores. He spent his final days at the 

Remount Depot in Maribyrnong until put down in May 

1923. Elaine was thanked by John Hills for her moving 

presentation and presented with a bouquet of flowers. 

OUR APRIL MEETING OUR MAY MEETING 
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PRESIDENT: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

SECRETARY: 

Mary Cahill  Ph: 9370 7296 

TREASURER: 

Terry Scott  Ph: 9300 2747 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

Bob Chalmers Ph: 9379 2750 

Email address: 

bchalmers7@bigpond.com 

COMING EVENTS 

JUNE GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, 28th JUNE  

MOONEE VALLEY LIBRARY 

commencing at 7.30 pm 

*(Please note change of  Venue) 

Guest Speaker: Bob Mackay 

TOPIC:  

“The Pascoe Vale National School” 

 

TUESDAY, 26th JULY  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Moonee Ponds Courthouse Museum 

Commencing at 7.30 pm 

Followed by 

JULY GENERAL MEETING 

“Clips of Old Melbourne” 

 

TUESDAY, 23rd AUGUST  

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING 

At “Windy Hill Function Centre” 

Napier Street, Essendon 

GUEST SPEAKER 

 Prof. Richard Broome 

Meetings 

The Society meets February to 

November at the Moonee Ponds 

Courthouse Museum (cnr.         

Mt. Alexander Road & Kellaway  

Avenue) on the fourth Tuesday of 

the month unless notified in the 

Newsletter or otherwise. 

Courthouse Museum 

The Moonee Ponds Courthouse 

Museum is open each Sunday   

afternoon (2-5 pm) between    

January and early December 

(except Easter Sunday), or by   

special arrangements. 

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next   E.H.S. 

Newsletter is July 29th. Material 

forwarded before this date would 

be greatly appreciated. Members 

are encouraged to provide items of 

local interest. 

        E.H.S. Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (E.H.S.) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

The Editor once again is appealing 

to members of the Essendon      

Historical Society (especially to 

those who have long connections 

with the local district) to make some 

contribution to our Newsletter. I am 

sure that many of you have      

something that you could contribute 

that would be of interest to our       

members. Any childhood memory 

or anecdote would be greatly       

appreciated. 

© 2016 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

 

As has been the case over the past 

three years, several of the members of 

the Essendon Historical Society will be 

conducting a series of talks for     

members of the Moonee Valley U3A. 

There will be a total of nine sessions. 

These will be held each Thursday 

morning at 10.30 am, commencing on 

July 21st and concluding on           

September 15th. 

The Theme this year is 

“The Development of Social 

Structure in Essendon” 

It will look at the development of  

various important institutions         

including local government, churches, 

schools and other instrumentalities in 

Essendon and the surrounding district 

as it grew from a sparsely populated 

rural community into the bustling  

suburban Municipality of Moonee  

Valley we know today” 

 

 

 

We gratefully thank the following 

donors for items donated to us for 

our E.H.S. collections -  

Lyn O’Meara has donated a number 

of school photographs (staff and    

students) collected during her time as a 

teacher at Essendon North and Keilor 

Heights Primary Schools 

Mick Colaci donated some items of 

ephemera relating to the Aberfeldie 

Primary School Mothers’ Club 

St. Bernards College (through their 

Archivist, Maureen Kavanagh)       

donated   two framed reproductions of 

the Essence of Essendon Estate. 

Ross King donated two bound      

volumes of the “Education Gazette” - 

1923 and 1926 

Betty Knight has donated several   

musical instruments that came from 

the family collection.  

APPEAL FOR ITEMS 

U3A COURSE FOR 2016 RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


