
 

The Newsletter 
 

Essendon Historical Society Inc 

Established 1970 

Moonee Ponds Courthouse Museum 

768-770 Mt Alexander Rd, Moonee Ponds 3039 

 
Inc No A001740P 

ABN No  

33 706 980 895 

Issue No 234 February—March 2016    EHS is affiliated with the Royal Historical Society of Victoria Telephone 9370 4607

CONTENTS 

President’s Report      Page 2 

Anzac Centenary Committee Report   Page 3 

Courthouse Restoration Report by Mary Cahill Page 4 

Civic Leaders Garden Report  by Mary Cahill Page 5 

Rosemarie Stolen      Page 5 

Emailing of Newsletter     Page 6 

Childhood Recollections (Horse Drawn Cabs) 

by Eric Glassenbury     Page 6 

Photography in the 1850s by Betty Knight  Page  7 

Capturing our Moments in History  

by Betty Knight      Page  7 

Memory Lane Garden  by Bob Chalmers  Page   8 

The Weatherboard Cottage Saved    Page   9 

New Superstop for the Moonee Ponds Junction  

by Bob Chalmers      Page   9 

Baronor Hospital Closes     Page 10 

Front Cover Photograph     Page 10  

A Stroll Along the Forgotten River   Page 10 

by Bob Chalmers 

Our October & November General Meetings Page 11 

The E.H.S. Christmas Breakup    Page 11 

New Members      Page 12 

Coming Events      Page 12 

E.H.S. Contact Details     Page 12 

The Strathmore Railway Crossing in 1963 before the Overpass was built (see brief Story on Page 10)  



Page 2 

                      Essendon Historical Society Newsletter—Issue No. 234   February—March 2016  

  

 

 Dear Members, 

It is hard to believe that we are already seven weeks into 2016, but let me take this opportunity of wishing each 

of you a happy and healthy New Year. While the December/January period is, by all accounts seen as a quiet 

time, this year it has been anything but that, and since my last message to you in October, a lot of important 

things have taken place.  

In late October our first batch of tiles for our Memory Lane Garden (covering five and a half concrete  pads) 

were laid and fixed by landscape gardener, Michael Barrette, of “Earth’n’Grass”, who also planted over a    

hundred drought resistant plants. A successful “preview” of the newly established garden was attended by 

about fifty people who had contributed engraved tiles. 

Last November we received $5000 from a City of Moonee Valley Council Grant to establish the “Civic     

Leaders Garden” on the north east corner of the courthouse forecourt. This, we anticipate, will be completed in 

late March or early April. 

Early this month the scaffolding, that had been in place around the courthouse building since last April, was 

removed, bringing to an end Stage 1 of the Courthouse Restoration. Mary Cahill has produced an in depth    

report on Page 4 of this Newsletter. 

Several unexpected issues came to light in November/December with a blockage of the sewer, requiring urgent 

attention and the loss of one of our floodlights during high winds. The plumbing problem, concerning our   

property and the neighbouring police complex, has now hopefully been resolved, and the floodlight is to be 

replaced shortly.   

In the latter part of 2015 our Treasurer, Terry Scott, took many of our large photographs (many of them in 

frames) to an establishment in South Melbourne, to have them digitised. This will enable them to be easily 

added to our In Magic Database. Our E.H.S. Newsletters (from 1970 to 2010) have also been converted to PDF 

format for easier accessibility, and Anna Denham has been compiling an index for them. 

Mary Cahill and Alex Bragiola spent a lot of time late in the year, providing photographs and short captions for 

the publication “Lost Melbourne” - a project of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria which will highlight 

many of the buildings/streetscapes of suburban Melbourne which are no longer in existence. We thank Mary 

and Alex for the time that they dedicated to this. 

As I pointed out in our last Newsletter, there have been many large developments and changes taking place in 

the City of Moonee Valley, and there is a fine line between what is progress and what is destruction of our  

heritage. It was great to learn that, after initially agreeing to its demolition, the Moonee Valley Council decided 

at a Special Meeting of Council, to relocate the little four roomed cottage at 1070 Mount Alexander Road, to a 

yet to be determined site within the city boundaries.  

Unfortunately, however, it now seems certain that “Roselyn Court” , the reception house at No 33 Raleigh 

Street) is to be demolished to make way for yet more apartments.  

We were pleased to host the Annual General Meeting and 30th Birthday Celebrations of the Moonee Valley 

Legal Service in November, and a successful Heritage Walk was conducted on January 17th, with 23 people 

taking part. Unfortunately, due to the extremely hot weather leading up to Christmas, it was necessary to cancel 

our proposed Street Stalls in Puckle Street. 

I look forward to catching up with many of you at Meetings and other up-coming events that the hard working 

Committee have been planning.  

            Bob Chalmers (President) 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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KEEP IN TOUCH WILL E.H.S. ACTIVITIES ON 

OUR WEBSITE 

www.esshissoc.org.au 

Email Address EssHisSoc@mail.com 

SUPPORTERS OF THE E.H.S.      

RESTORATION FUND 

We thank the following  local  Businesses 

for their generous  support 

Paul McDonald Real Estate 

Bendigo Bank—East Keilor 

Bendigo Bank—Strathmore 

Bendigo Bank—Flemington 

Lions Club of  Essendon Inc. 

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALSO COMMUNICATE WITH US THROUGH FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/EssendonHistoricalSociety     TWITTER:      twitter.com/EssHisSoc 

 
 

 

Members, you are invited to think of the Essendon Historical Society when attending to your personal affairs.  

A kind gesture by you by way of a donation or bequest can make a big contribution to the work of the Society in the 

future. 

Your Solicitor will be able to assist you in drawing up the necessary documents to ensure that any part of your estate left 

to us will be used according to your wishes. 

Members wishing to make donations to the E.H.S. are  reminded that the Essendon Historical Society Museum        

Restoration Fund is Tax Deductible.    

THINKING OF A BEQUEST OR A DONATION TO THE ESSENDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first Meeting of the Moonee Valley Anzac Centenary 

Community Coordinating Committee was held at the Civic 

Centre on Monday, 8th February. The Meeting was chaired 

by Cr. Jan Chantry.  Whilst originally formed to coordinate 

activities being planned for 2015, its term has now been   

extended until November 2018 so that other important 

World War I events can be commemorated. It is proposed 

that the activities will be terminated with a Mayoral Ball in 

November 2018 

Reference was made to the theft, on 18 January of the 

bronze statue, “Rosemarie” which had been unveiled in    

Victory Park, Ascot Vale, last August. This will be replaced 

by the Council.  

New Street Signs in Ascot Vale 

John Hills has researched the WWI and WW2 soldiers after 

whom local streets (mainly in Ascot Vale) have been named. 

Twelve attractive new Street Signs have been created by 

Council which will include brief notes and a photograph on 

each brave hero whose exploits have been recognised in this 

way.   With the exception of “Jacka Street (which was first 

named Pullar Street after Town Surveyor and City Engineer 

William Murray Pullar) the remaining eleven signs honouring 

our soldiers are located in the Housing Commission Estate in 

Ascot Vale.  

It is proposed that the project be unveiled in Elliott Street in 

April (on a date close to Anzac Day, but yet to be set) and 

that it incorporate a Heritage Walk.  

Further information regarding this event will be published in 

the next Newsletter. 
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Stage 1 Completed! 

The scaffolding is gone and the restoration work on the 

uppermost levels of the Courthouse has been completed! 

You will recall that we received a Victorian Heritage Fund 

grant for $90 000 from the State government.  This      

funding enabled the following restoration works: 

      Replacement of the Courthouse guttering and 32 

downpipes with cast iron (as required by Heritage Vic.) 

Replacement of broken slate roof tiles 

Repair of a sewer vent 

Inspection of the subsurface drainage 

Whilst the scaffolding was in place for the above works, we 

have used EHS funds to do additional work at the upper-

most levels.  Hence the builder has also: 

      Repaired, rendered, painted and tuck-pointed  the two 

chimneys 

      Repaired/replaced the upper wooden window frames 

on the eastern, northern and southern sides 

Re-glazed seven windows 

Done mortar repairs 

Painted the parapet on the eastern wall. 

EHS funds were also used for the employment of a heri-

tage engineer to identify, cost and supervise the restoration 

works.  Throughout the project we have been grateful for 

the guidance provided by Vince Gurciullo and Kaye San 

Foong from MVCC. 

Whilst Stage 1 has taken longer to complete than expected, 

we are very happy with the outcomes.  Unsightly, rusted 

guttering and downpipes have been replaced by shiny cast 

iron. Blockages in downpipes have been cleared.   The slate 

Courthouse roof is secure and we no longer have rotten 

window frames or broken panes.  The two chimneys have 

been restored resulting in impressive brickwork and  tuck-

pointing. 

Many thanks to all those who have helped in Stage 1 of the 

restoration.  Now we begin the process of obtaining Stage 

2 funding!  We estimate that we need a further $180 000. 

       Mary Cahill 

 

 

 

 

COURTHOUSE RESTORATION REPORT 
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Civic Leaders’ Garden 

E.H.S. has been fortunate to receive a Community Grant 

in order to recognise the civic leaders of the first100 years 

(1861-1961) of the City of Essendon.  In the Garden, the 

names of Mayors, town clerks, town surveyors, city       

curators and city engineers will be given along with their 

term of office.  There will also be recognition of the town 

curator, John Oliver, who served for 48 years (1890 – 

1938) and the first librarian, Sarah Windsor, who worked 

for 54 years (1883 – 1938).  The Civic Leaders’ Garden 

should be completed by April 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is difficult to believe that someone could stoop so low 

that they would steal a monument from one of our local 

parks—but that’s what happened on 18 January when 

thieves stole the bronze statue of “Rosemarie” the life 

sized lady unveiled in Victory Park, Ascot Vale on Saturday 

August 29th. The monument, financed by a State and 

Commonwealth Grant for Women Caring for Veterans of 

War Inc., represented all women who shared the load in 

caring for soldiers who returned from the battlefields and 

required nursing and understanding. The Moonee Valley 

Council have already taken steps to ensure that Rosemarie 

will be replaced in the near future. 

Below: Eve Park and Elaine Brogan with Rosemarie at the 

launch in August, last year. 

 

ROSEMARIE STOLEN 
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EMAILING OF NEWSLETTER 
 

 

As most of you are aware, Australia Post has increased the 

cost of posting a letter by over 40%. 

This increased cost will impact quite severely on Not for 

Profit organisations like the E.H.S.. 

The Committee wishes to avoid raising membership       

affiliation fees to cover these increases if possible. 

Accordingly it has been decided that, in order to keep   

operating costs down, the Newsletter will in future be 

emailed to members instead of posting them.   

There are quite a number of our members who already 

receive their Newsletter by email. 

This will come into effect with the April Newsletter and 

we would ask all members to advise us as soon as possible 

of their current email address. 

Should you not have an email address then the Newsletter 

will still continue to be posted to you. 

Members who have an email address and do not want the 

Newsletter emailed to them will still have the option of 

having the Newsletter posted to them provided they advise 

us as soon as possible. 

Rosemary Henderson, who has been coordinating the 

Cataloguing Committee over the past twelve months, and 

who has had serious health problems during 2015, had a 

nasty fall late in the year and is currently still recuperating 

at the McKellar Rehabilitation Centre in North Geelong. 

Rosemary, we hope that your recovery is still heading in 

the right direction and that you will be able to get back to 

normal soon. 

 

 

The tickets to determine the winners of the three      

Christmas Hampers were drawn at the E.H.S. Christmas 

Break-up on December 15th. The lucky winners were: 

1st Prize:  Mary Cahill 

2nd Prize:  Helga Baird 

3rd Prize: Bob Chalmers 

Special thanks to all members who donated items to be 

included in the hampers, and to those who purchased   

tickets or gave donations. Our Special Effort raised a total 

of $518-00 . 

 

HORSE DRAWN CABS 

On my wreck of a two-wheeler bike, I would sometimes 

ride down to Moonee Ponds. On Saturdays, when races 

were being held at the Moonee Valley Racecourse, I would 

wait around the Moonee Ponds station and watch the  

Hansom One Horse Cabs line the street to take patrons to 

the Racecourse. The fare was 1/- (10c) a head. 

Whips lashed, and it was no time before a cab had dropped 

off its passengers and was back in line. 

Racehorses were brought to Moonee Ponds by train. They 

were unloaded by the subway at the city end of the       

platform. A graded ramp led to double gates on to the 

footpath. Decked in bright rugs, the horses would be led 

down Puckle Street to the Racecourse. 

      By Eric Glassenbury 

Thanks for this interesting anecdote, Eric. It is some-

thing that we find hard to imagine these days, with the 

high security that now surrounds our major events. 

AN EDITOR’S PLEA 

Many other members, particularly our older ones, must 

have similar memories of their early lives growing up in the 

local district. Please follow Eric’s lead, and either post or 

email your childhood memories to me. Or, better still, drop  

in on a Sunday afternoon and spend a little time with our 

team of volunteers who will make you feel most welcome.  

      By Bob Chalmers 

 

 

On Sunday, January 17th, 2016 I was pleased to lead a 

group of 23 interested members and visitors on a walk 

along Mount Alexander Road and Puckle Street. This was 

the repeat of a Walk that I led in October which was 

poorly attended due to publicity glitches. 

This walk was scheduled for the day following the closure 

of much of the Moonee Ponds Junction to enable Yarra 

Trams to replace worn rails and upgrade Tram-stop 32. 

Whilst there was a concern that the noise of the work 

would be disruptive, this wasn’t the case, and it worked in 

our favour, as the east end of Puckle Street was closed to 

traffic, enabling us to meander across the road safely. Most 

participants, after concluding the 90 minute walk in the   

30°C, joined us in the Courthouse for afternoon tea. 

Thanks to those who helped serve the refreshments. 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER WINNERS 

CHILDHOOD RECOLLECTIONS 

THE PUCKLE STREET HERITAGE WALK 
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Click go the shutters, click, click click. 
In the early pre-selfie days skilled photographers did the 
trick 
To virgin towns and villages across the fields of  gold, 
Intrepid photographers conveyed their metal sheets, I’m 
told, 
And highly explosive solutions for fragile sheets of  glass 
They set up finely furnished studios with a variety of  
props, 
Attracting eager customers—the ladies in fine frocks 
These subjects arranged with all the necessary supports: 
(no nervous tics, nor movement) absolute stillness was 
sought 
Photographer ducks behind his camera and under cover-
ing cloth 
Checking subjects through the lens: “hold steady now, 
don’t cough” 
Lens cap off—exposure done—cap back on 
Relax before he takes “just another one”. 
And now we look at strangers who return our quiet 
stare. 
Some familiar features, yes? Just maybe its our forebear 
All caught in their moment of  time. 
And photography’s history. 
    Betty Knight (19 January 2016)  
 

 CAPTURING OUR MOMENTS IN HISTORY 
 
Strangely concurrent with the discovery and settlement of 
Victoria: Lt. Col Collins (Sorrento, 1803, for 3 months), 
the Henty Brothers (1834), Batman and Fawkner (1835) is 
Louis Daguerre’s Daguerreotypes (light sensitive silver/
copper plates taking between five and ten minute expo-
sures, and only one photo) and William Talbot, who in 
1835 made the first negative on paper, the basis of the 
photographic process.  
 

 

 Australia’s first photographer, G. B. Goodman, came to 
Melbourne in 1845 and announced his “magic art”. 
Naturally, the Moonee Ponds area had its share of        
photographers. Mr. E. H. Tilley opened a photographic 
studio in Union Road, Ascot Vale, formerly working with 
the firm Johnstone & O’Shannassy (Ess Gaz. 10/3/1892) 
Frank Rider, born in Williamstown on 4 January 1867, was 
the son of Andrew Rider, known as the first photographic 
artist to establish a business in Williamstown, and recog-
nised in the forefront of his profession.. It was from him 
that Frank acquired a thorough knowledge of his art. Frank 
Rider was associated with Yeoman’s Studios in Melbourne, 
then with Dover Studios in Moonee Ponds, and so       
connected until his sudden death on 2 November 1932 
from a seizure at 72 Tennyson Street, Moonee Ponds, 
where he lived with his wife, three daughters and two sons 
from 1917. 
His death was featured on the front page of the “Essendon 
Gazette” dated 10 November 1932, under the heading 
“Passing of Prominent Citizen Means Big Loss to Essendon”. 
“Big Hearted Man with Noble Attributes” 
Rider had worked fervently and tirelessly for the “Mayor of 
Essendon’s Unemployment Relief Committee” and organ-
ised the 1931 Christmas Treat enjoyed by 1300 children of 
the locally unemployed—the worst year of the continuing 
1929 Great Depression. 
In an earlier Gazette report (22 March 1917) there was ref-
erence to the establishment of the Dover Portrait Studio 
by Francis E. Vallance, formerly of the late photographic 
firm of “Frazer & Vallance” at Muntz Studio in Puckle 
Street. He specialised in portraits. 
Later the New Dover Studios were established on the   
corner of Holmes Road and Newhall Avenue by the new 
proprietor, Mr. Turner, in May 1930. 
So much of the local history was captured by these      
photographers of official and social occasions: weddings, 
sports teams, school groups, debut sets, city bandsmen and 
personal portraits of babies and adults at their local photo-
graphic studios.  
 
   References: The Macquarie Book of Events 
      Annals of Essendon (Volumes 1 & 2) 
      Essendon Gazette (10 March 1932)  

PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE 1850s 

by Betty Knight 

A Computer copy of a Daguerreo-

type of Cornish born (Marazion) 

Victorian gold-field miners—The 

Hunkin Brothers 

Father: John Hunkin (stone mason) 

On the right: 7th child, Emmanuel 

(1852-1915) who lost his right eye 

in an accident and always stood 

side on. Lived in Essendon in the 

latter part of his life 

Betty Knight’s maternal line (Great 

Grandfather 

QUIET CORNER 

AT BLACK ROCK 

Photos taken by 

Frank Rider in 1916 

Daughters Irene (left) 

and May 

Irene (1899-1995) 

married Lionel A 

Knight at St. Thomas’ 

Moonee Ponds  

The Rider Family at 

Black Rock 
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The concept of the Memory Lane Garden was first       

suggested by Alan Murphy, at a meeting of the Courthouse 

Restoration Committee in April 2012, but it was not until 

September 2014 that the project was progressed. The sub 

committee, at this time, comprised President, Bob 

Chalmers, Secretary, Mary Cahill and Treasurer, Terry 

Scott. It was decided that the garden should be established 

in the forecourt of the Courthouse. Moonee Valley    

Council Landscape Adviser, James O’Dwyer, met with us 

and drew up the designs for its layout, consisting of fifteen 

blocks each of 35 bricks and interspersed with low, hardy, 

drought resistant shrubs.  

A glossy brochure, inviting members of the public to pur-

chase a brick in memory of a deceased person special to 

them who had lived or worked in the municipality, was 

created, with a lot of input from Terry Scott’s wife, Julie, 

who joined the Committee. These brochures were printed 

and distributed to parts of Essendon, Moonee Ponds and 

Aberfeldie. 

In April 2015 we were given a great lift when Graeme 

Richardson, the President of the Lions Club of Essendon, 

announced that the Lions’ Club would like to support the 

project, and he later handed over a $10,000 cheque which  

enabled us the employ Michael Barrette of “Earth’n’Grass” 

Fifteen concrete slabs were laid, surrounded by the existing 

coloured gravel/stone and many attractive native          

succulents were planted. Terry and Julie selected a large 

boulder to become the centrepiece, and a suitable bronze 

plaque was acquired. 

Julie Scott undertook the onerous task of handling the  

orders for the engraved bricks and worked with Margaret 

of Signature Engraving to ensure that the wording was  

accurate and correctly and attractively set out. 

The big day came on Friday, October 30th, when the en-

graved bricks arrived and were laid by Michael Barrette the  

following day.   

 

 

 

On Sunday, 22nd November many of those who had    

donated a tile/s attended a Preview of the garden. The 

plaque was uncovered, several speeches were made and the 

fifty visitors were invited to share afternoon tea with us. 

This has been a most worthwhile project for the Essendon 

Historical Society. The sale of the bricks ($100 for a single 

brick and $200 for a double brick) has raised considerable 

funds which have been put towards the restoration of the 

courthouse, but at the same time, we have created an     

attractive space recognising many deceased people who 

have made a great contribution to the growth and develop-

ment of the City of Moonee Valley. 

Six and a half concrete slabs have already been filled and 

are representative of about 167 tiles. More tiles are to be 

laid in March/April (date yet to be confirmed) and the  

official unveiling will coincide with the unveiling of the 

“CIVIC LEADERS GARDEN”. 

We are very grateful for the amount of work and care that 

Julie and Terry Scott has put into this wonderful asset 

which has caused considerable interest to those passing by.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

        The Memory Lane Garden (13 February 2016)   

  

 

Report by Bob Chalmers 

MEMORY LANE GARDEN 
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Mention was made in our previous Newsletter of plans to 

demolish the small four roomed weatherboard residence, 

located at 1070 Mount Alexander Road, Essendon. This 

little cottage, according to Graeme Butler in his 1985   

Conservation Study, and supported by recent research   

undertaken for Moonee Valley City Heritage Study, was 

erected on this site in the late 1850s and was the last         

existing dwelling of its kind in the district.  

A permit to demolish the building to make way for a five 

storey development, was granted at a Council Meeting, but 

following a plea from Cr. Narelle Sharpe and the support 

of many local residents to save it, the Mayor, Cr. Surace, 

agreed to hold a special meeting of Council on December 

22nd to consider the option of relocating the building. The 

developer had agreed to contributing $15,000 towards the 

cost of its removal. The Council Meeting, attended by eight 

of the nine Councillors, after considerable discussion, on a 

vote of 7 for and 1 against, decided to remove the cottage, 

restore it and relocate it to a new site, yet to be determined. 

In the most recent issue of the “Moonee Valley Leader”  

dated 13/2/16 it is reported that the cottage will be loaded 

on to a truck and removed to the Council Depot where it 

will be restored with the help of members of the Men’s 

Shed. It is expected that the removal, renovation and     

relocation will cost in the vicinity of $200,000 

Another building in Mount Alexander Road that was built 

at around the same time as this building is the premises 

built by blacksmith, Thomas Abbs Cook, which is situated 

next to the Salvation Army Church (formerly the South 

Essendon Methodist Church). His business was established 

in 1857 and is currently owned by Alan Cook, a fifth     

generation member of the original Cook family.  

      By Bob Chalmers 

 

 

 

The busy Moonee Ponds Junction was brought to a stand-

still in January to enable Yarra Trams to replace parts of 

the old and well worn tram tracks and upgrade the tram 

stop. Work was carried out over a period of  10—12 days 

in January, commencing on January 16th. During this    

period work was undertaken twenty-four hours each day.  

While work was being carried out, it was necessary for the 

following roads to be closed: 

Mount Alexander Road between Kellaway Avenue and 

Davies Street. 

Pascoe Vale Road, between the Junction and Wilson Street. 

Ascot Vale Road from Gladstone Street to the Junction 

and Puckle Street (east of Pratt Street). 

The new tram-stop (Stop 32) now also serves the 

Footscray Tram (No. 84) which formerly terminated at the 

north end of Ascot Vale Road, as well as the Airport West 

Tram (No. 59).  

 

 

 

 

BELOW: Photos taken on January 27th (nearing completion) 

       By Bob Chalmers 

THE WEATHERBOARD COTTAGE SAVED NEW SUPERSTOP  

FOR THE MOONEE PONDS JUNCTION 
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Dr Graeme Dennerstein, while visiting us at the        

Courthouse on Sunday, alerted me to the decision by the 

Sydney based consortium who owns the facility, to close 

the Essendon Private Hospital. This hospital, better known 

to many of you as Baronor Hospital, is situated in Rosehill 

Road, West Essendon occupying the block of land between 

Beryl and Sapphire Streets. 

“Baronor” was erected on this site in 1965. It was opened 

shortly afterwards as a privately operated, twelve bed    

hospital under the management of Matron Helga Elsa Von 

Brandenstein. The name, according to Dr. Dennerstein, 

was derived from the fact that the matron was a German 

born Baroness.  

She remained in charge of the hospital for a period of 

twelve years and was farewelled at a special gathering at the 

Churchill Restaurant in June 1977. By the time of the    

Matron’s  departure the facility had been extended to 28 

beds.  

It was reported in the local newspaper, “Community News”  - 

(1/9/1987) that the hospital, now under the management 

of Mr Les Clough and a staff of 60, was undergoing major 

extensions and renovations costing $2,000,000. At this time 

it had grown to 39 beds and was treating 5000 patients 

each year. It was soon to become an up-to-date modern 

surgical and medical establishment. 

A portrait of Matron Von Brandenstein, painted by Dr 

Dennerstein’s wife, which had hung on the wall in the 

foyer of the hospital for many years, has been kindly     

offered to the Essendon Historical Society.  

 

 

The interesting photograph on the front cover of the 

Newsletter was supplied by railway enthusiast, David   

Langley, who Bob Mackay and I often meet while under-

taking research at the Public Records Office. 

The photograph appeared in a Railway Magazine, dated 

Sept. 1963 which had recently been passed on to David. 

This dangerous railway crossing in Pascoe Vale Road, with 

its hand operated gates , was closed on 20 December 1963 

as part of the first section of the complex overpass three 

months after this photograph was taken.  

The Strathmore Overpass was officially opened by       

Kenneth Wheeler, MLA, on 22 May 1964.  

The Maribyrnong River has often been referred to as the 

“forgotten river”, but if this is the case, someone has     

neglected to inform the residents of the cities of Moonee 

Valley and Maribyrnong. If you care to venture down to 

the Boulevard, or Chifley Drive on any day, you will find 

that the area is abuzz with activity. Fitness fanatics make 

good use of the pedestrian pathway and the exercise      

stations, young families gather in Riverside Park, which 

features attractive palm trees, a wooden rotunda and the 

recently installed pirate ship “Black Sapphire”. Kayakers 

paddle lazily along in the middle of the river and many 

flock to Poynton’s Nursery (which celebrated its 80th 

Birthday last year), to buy trees and shrubs for their       

gardens or to relax in the modern cafeteria with one of the 

most restful views in the district. 

The four kilometre “ Maribyrnong River Trail” which takes 

in both sides of the river can be comfortably completed in 

ninety minutes, and is a great way to spend a leisurely 

morning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story and Photographs by Bob Chalmers 

BARONOR HOSPITAL CLOSES 

FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH 

A STROLL ALONG THE FORGOTTEN RIVER 
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The October General Meeting was held at the Moonee 

Ponds Courthouse Museum on Tuesday, 27 October, 

2015. It was well attended, and President, Bob Chalmers, 

w e l c o m e d  t h e  3 0  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t .  

It was announced that the October Book Sale had raised 

over $1000. Terry Scott had taken a large number of large 

and framed photographs to AMS Imaging in South      

Melbourne, to have them digitised. This was being        

financed through the $1200 Moonee Valley Council Grant.   

Vice President, Elaine Brogan, referred to the death of     

ex-Cr. Trevor Sinclair, an active community worker, who 

passed away on October 6th. 

The Guest Speaker was Senior Sergeant Ian R. Jones who 

spoke on the topic “Policing in Moonee Ponds”. 

Senior Sergeant Ian R. Jones, the Station Commander of 

the Moonee Ponds Police Station, was introduced by  

President, Bob Chalmers. Snr Sgt Jones, who had worked 

in a number of Police Stations in the district, joined the 

Police Force in 1977 as a constable and served in many 

different branches of policing including the CIB, the Fraud 

Squad, the Drug Squad and Internal Affairs. He was     

promoted as a Senior Sergeant in 2001 and has been at the 

Moonee Ponds Station since 2007. Ian briefly outlined the 

structure of the Department and provided many interesting 

statistics relating to the various types of crime that were 

handled by the Moonee Ponds Stat ion.  

 At the completion of his talk Vice President, Elaine     

Brogan, expressed a vote of thanks to Snr Sgt Jones and 

made a presentation to him on behalf of the members   

present.      

 

 

Local identity and E.H.S. member, John Boundy, of the 

Grocery Chain, Boundy Bros., was the Guest Speaker at 

the November General Meeting which was held on     

Tuesday, 24 November. He was introduced by Greg 

Thege. 

The Boundy family have been involved in the Grocery 

business for over 100 years and John, in a very interesting 

talk, reminded us of the many changes that have taken 

place in the trade over that time. Most members could 

identify with the earlier days when items such as potatoes, 

sugar and flour were delivered to the store in bulk and had 

to be measured out into brown paper bags, and groceries 

were delivered to the home. He contrasted this with today’s 

monopoly by the large grocery chains and the struggle for 

survival facing small independent businesses.    

 

 

The Christmas Break-up was held at the East Keilor R.S.L. 

Hall (Hoffman’s Road, Essendon) on Tuesday, December 

15th. There were 44 people in attendance. The MC, Terry 

Scott, introduced President, Bob Chalmers, who extended 

a warm welcome to all.  

The venue was attractive, the food was good, and the at-

mosphere was very warm and friendly.  

The evening’s entertainment was supplied by “The Sisters 

Act” - Claire and Gaynor—who sang many well known 

songs in the first bracket, and after dessert, provided a pro-

gram of Christmas songs.  

The Special Effort was drawn by Elaine Brogan and Kelsey 

Collins (winners on Page 6), and following the formalities, 

the evening ended with some dancing. 

Special thanks must go to Julie and Terry Scott for their 

work in handling the bookings and organising the evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE E.H.S. CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP OUR OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING 

THE NOVEMBER GENERAL MEETING 
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COMING EVENTS 

FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, 23rd FEBRUARY  

(Moonee Ponds Courthouse Museum) 

commencing at 7.30 pm. 

MEMBERS’ NIGHT 

(Show and Tell) 

SUNDAY, 28th FEBRUARY 

MOONEE VALLEY FESTIVAL 

(10 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.) 

QUEEN’S PARK 

 

MARCH GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, 22nd MARCH 

(Moonee Ponds Courthouse Museum) 

commencing at 7.30 pm) 

Guest Speaker: John Daniels 

Topic:  

Batman’s Route Revisited:  

His Exact Steps to a New Treaty Site 

APRIL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, 26th APRIL 

On this evening our meeting will be 

held at a local venue of historic interest.  

Final arrangements will be conveyed at 

our March General  Meeting and in our 

next Newsletter..  

 

 

Meetings 

The Society meets February to 

November at the Moonee Ponds 

Courthouse Museum (cnr.         

Mt. Alexander Road & Kellaway  

Avenue) on the fourth Tuesday of 

the month unless notified in the 

Newsletter or otherwise. 

Courthouse Museum 

The Moonee Ponds Courthouse 

Museum is open each Sunday   

afternoon (2-5 pm) between    

January and early December 

(except Easter Sunday), or by   

special arrangements. 

The Newsletter 

The deadline for the next   E.H.S. 

Newsletter is March 29th. Material 

forwarded before this date would 

be greatly appreciated. Members 

are encouraged to provide items of 

local interest. 

        E.H.S. Postal Address 

Please note that all correspondence 

should be addressed to: 

        The Secretary, (E.H.S.) 

        P.O. Box 557 

        Essendon, 3040 

NEW MEMBERS 

It is with great pleasure that we   

welcome the following new      

members who have joined the    

Essendon Historical Society since 

the publication of our previous 

Newsletter. 

Connie Sgroi (East Keilor) 

Lyndall Byrne (Essendon) 

Quentin Brown (Buddina, Qld) 

Anne Sharp (Essendon) 

Peter Wilson (Flemington) 

© 2016 No Material from this Newsletter may be reproduced without               

    permission of the Essendon Historical Society.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We still have a large number of books 

for sale, covering a wide variety of 

topics and interests. These are very 

reasonably priced at just  

                $1-00 per book 

All money raised from this Sale 

goes towards Stage 2 of the  

Courthouse Restoration 

 

BOOK SALE ENDS 

Sunday, February 28th, 2016 

VISIT BEAUTIFUL 

QUEEN’S PARK 

For the 

MOONEE VALLEY FESTIVAL 

Sunday, February 28th 

10 a.m. until 4.00 pm 

Also 

Visit us at the Courthouse Museum 

Bring the Grandchildren 

Join in Our Activities  

GIANT BOOK SALE 


